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quo, often meaning long delays 
for golf courses and other 
projects. 

On Feb. 26, Larson and five 
other state environmental 
agency commissioners sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator 
Carol Browner and Deputy Ad-
ministrator Fred Hansen stating 
that members of the Environ-
mental Council of the States 
(ECOS) were shocked to learn 
that EPA had made a "unilateral 
decision" to immediately pull 
back from public review the draft 
"Joint EPA/State Agreement to 
Pursue Regulatory Innovation." 

ECOS consists of environmen-
tal secretaries, directors and 
commissioners from 49 states 
and six territories. Larson is co-
chairman of the ECOS Regula-
tory Innovation Work Group 
that, along with EPA, developed 
the draft agreement. 

For ECOS members this 
means that months of hard work 
of the joint EPA/ECOS Work 
Group have come to a jolting 
halt. 

"I am frustrated because just 
as the states and the EPA are 
about to find ways to streamline 
environmental regulation, the 
EPA gets cold feet," said Larson. 
"The EPA is imposing conditions 
to halt, or severely impair all fu-
ture efforts to help business com-
ply with environmental regula-
tions while producing cleaner 
results in an economically fea-
sible way." 

When asked for his reaction to 
the EPA's recent decision, Carlson 
said: "It is my duty to the citizens 
of Minnesota to create the most 
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Meanwhile, surveyed about 
whether the pipeline of new 
courses shows any signs of dry-
ing up, golf course builders 
agreed that it does not. 

"All indications," explained Joe 
Niebur of Niebur Golf, based in 
Colorado Springs, Colo., "show 
1997's construction activity re-
maining constant with the past 
year's." 

Bill Kubly, president of Land-
scapes Unlimited Inc. in Lincoln, 
Neb., seconded that motion, say-
ing, "If anything, the pace is pick-
ing up. We have never seen so 
much activity. There seems to 
be a lot of renovation work com-
ing up as well." 
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