SUPPLIER BUSINESS

Toro introduces Groundsmaster maintenance kits

MINNEAPOLIS — The Toro Co. has intro-
duced a line of maintenance Kkits for its
Groundsmaster 200 and 300 series rotary mow-
ers that provide filters; blade and belts; spindle
assemblies; and caster wheels.

The kits, now available through distributors
nationwide, promise to minimize equipment
downtime, simplify the ordering process for
parts, and help customers anticipate what parts

BLOOMINGTON, Minn. —
The Toro Company has achieved
ISO 9000 certification for its com-
mercial business and a compo-
nent parts manufacturing facil-
ity. In 1995, Toro became the
first full-line irrigation and com-
mercial equipment manufacturer
to obtain the ISO 9000 designa-
tions.

Toro’s commercial business

they will need to keep their equipment in top
condition.

The cost savings of the Kits are estimated at
10 to 25 percent compared to suggested retail
of parts when purchased separately. Also, all
parts are Toro engineered and specified, assur-
ing quality and compatibility not always guar-
anteed through willfitters, according to Toro’s
Parts Marketing Manager Michael Fisher.

After manufacturing over

dependable
battery
chargers,

why is this ad
the most
memorable
thing we’ve
produced?

The fact that our chargers are so forgettable is what makes them so
remarkable. After all, the last thing you want to think about is whether

or not your golf cars have been properly charged.

For over 30 years we've manufactured the golf industry’ finest battery
chargers under strict quality controls. Many carry the Lestronic label, while
others are private labeled. Whether you know it or not, you probably already have

a Lester charger in your car barn. And if

you don', you probably should.
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Toro Commercial achieves full ISO status

here obtained the ISO 9001 cer-
tification for its quality manage-
ment systems functions includ-
ing design, purchasing, sales and
research and development. The
distinction was awarded by
Lloyd’s Register Quality Assur-
ance Ltd., a world leader in the
provision ofindependent accred-
ited assessments.

Toro’s component parts manu-
facturing facility in Shakopee,
Minn., is also now certified to
the ISO 9002 standard. The plant
supplies parts for both commer-
cial and consumer products that
are assembled at other Toro fa-
cilities.

ISO 9000 is a formalized set of
quality definitions and standards
developed by the International
Organization for Standardiza-
tion. A certified company has
identified and documented pro-
cesses that address all elements
of the ISO 9000 standard that its
facility or operation is pursuing.
Once certification is achieved,
the company is audited every six
monthsto assure continued com-
pliance.

Biologicals at EPA

Continued from page 53

bial behavior can be controlled
under laboratory conditions,
their long-term environmental
effects are not known.

“We're working with EcoSoils
in good faith,” she said, “but we
can’t wait forever. If they do not
expedite the approval process
we would have to remove the
system from the market.”

The Bioject Bioreactor auto-
matically dispenses starter cul-
tures of microbes (inoculum)
and their required food sources
(media) into a fermentation
chamber where the microbes
grow into high population num-
bers. Once the desired volume is
achieved, the inoculum-laden
slurry is spread over the course
via the existing irrigation system.

The system is currently in
place at some 200 courses, in-
cluding Chicago’s North Shore
Country Club in Glenview, Ill.,
and Congressional Country Club
outside Washington, D.C.

At least two developments
have made practical implemen-
tations possible: University re-
searchers are developing in the
labs particular strains of bacte-
ria which have shown to be ef-
fective inhibitors of turfgrass
pathogens and there is now a
technology on the market which
can grow these microbes and
deliver them to the targeted ar-
eas in sufficient volume that will
ensure their ability to colonize
grass soils and crowns. Overcom-
ing the technological limitations
has been critical to this trend be-
cause microbes have a short life
cycle in open-air environments.

GOLF COURSE NEWS





