
PALMER PROJECT UNDERWAY 
COLUMBUS TOWNSHIP, Mich. — 

Ground has been broken at the Arnold 
Palmer-designed 
Dunes Columbus 
National Golf 
Course. Columbus 
Development is 
planning a facility 
with limited resi-
dential develop-
ment. The 18-hole 
course will take ad-

vantage of the natural features of the 
site, which include sand dunes, lakes 
and wooded ravines. 

MEADOWBROOK REOPENING 
ST. LOUIS—Meadowbrook Country 

Club underwent a major renovation here 
last summer and will reopen this month. 
Keith Foster was retained to redesign 
the private club, which included work 
on all tees, greens and bunkers. 

Arnold Palmer 

Phillips leaves Jones, 
starts own practice 
By M A R K L E S L I E 

GRANITE BAY, Calif. — Like the Marines, Kyle 
Phillips is looking for A Few Good Men — 
owners, that is. 

Phillips has opened his own golf course design firm, 
leaving his position as vice president of design with Robert 
Trent Jones II after 16 years with the Palo Alto firm. 

"I've worked on a lot of different sites — in the Carib-
bean, Europe and domestically and tackled a lot of prob-
lems," Phillips said. "That experience will be helpful. But 
the owners are very important, and it's crucial to get 
owners who are not only supportive in the design and 
construction process, but also in the operation of the golf 
course including the maintenance, which is so important." 

Phillips, 39, has designed about 25 courses since joining 
Jones shortly after graduating from Kansas State University 
with a landscape architecture degree. Two of those courses, 
in particular, he said, reflect what he hopes to continue 
doing: Wisley Golf Club in London and Granite Bay here. 

"They provide very interesting, strategic design, particu-
larly from the opening tee shots," he said. "A lot of the new 
courses we tend to see today have bracketed [perimeter-
weighted] bunkers and you feel you're hitting driver 
between the uprights on every hole. I've always tried to 
make the straight shot available, but add the factor of risk 
and reward, awarding a carry or 'shape' shot... 

"What you find is not only interesting for people who hit 

Kyle Phillips at work on site. 

the ball a long ways but also for average club member, 
because with that type of design there is a bailout position 
for the high-handicapper." 

A fan of such classical architects as Alister Mackenzie and 
A.W. Tillinghast, Phillips said he incorporates their "mid-
bunkering" ideas into his designs. 

Continued on page 40 

Dream design course taking students to Ireland 
DETROIT—Golf course architect Ray 

Hearn is presenting a seminar and itiner-
ary "An Introduction to Golf Course De-
sign on Location in Ireland," Sept. 5-13, 
that will kick off at Royal Portrush and 
wind up at Waterville. 

The series of seminar and discussion 
sessions is being coordinated in conjunc-
tion with Michigan State University (MSU). 
Dr. Warren J. Rauhe, MSU professor of 
landscape architecture, will co-teach. 

"The true seaside links of Ireland and 
Scotland are a must-see," said Hearn from 
his headquarters in East Lansing. "This 
trip will be a pilgrimage for anyone inter-

ested in golf course design." 
"As a young architect, these courses 

made a major impact on my design phi-
losophy," added Hearn. "There are so 
many lessons to be learned over there, to 
understand why these courses are sought 
out by so many people around the world." 

Participants will play, study and dis-
cuss Royal Portrush (Dunluce), Royal 
Country Down, Portmarnock (Champi-
onship), Lahinch (Old), Ballybunion 
(Old) and Waterville. 

Some of the topics that will be covered 
in the traveling seminar include: 

• The history of the game, golf course 

architects and Irish golf courses. 
• Design and strategy. 
• The design/construction process, 

course routing and greens/tees/fair-
ways/hazards. 

• Design your own golf course. 
A certificate will be given upon comple-

tion of the course. 
Hearn established his golf course de-

sign firm in 1996 after working 10 years 
with Michigan architect Jerry Matthews. 

For more information contact Ray 
Hearn in writing at Raymond Hearn Golf 
Designs, Inc., 271 Woodland Pass, Suite 
200, East Lansing, Mich. 48823. 

The 18th green complex at Oak Hill Country Club's East Course in Rochester, N. Y.,gota Craig Schreinerfacelift in 1994. It included 
bunkers — renovated into the classic style and with resodded faces — and contouring at the rear of the green. 

Craig Schreiner is one of a handful of 
golf course architects who hold degrees in 
turfgrass management (Ohio State Uni-
versity at Woosterin 1974) and landscape 
architecture (Oregon State in 1975). He 

also workedfor Wadsworth Golf Construc-
tion Co. and for designers Don Sechrest 
(from 1985-88) and with Dr. Michael 
Hurdzan before forming Schreiner Design 
in 1990. 

His Stone Creek Golf Course in Tulsa, a 
collaboration with Sechrest, and Cobble-
stone Creek Country Club in Victor, N. Y., 
assisting Hurdzan, have received high 
praise. 

Golf Course News: You came to the 
design business prepared through 
agronomy and landscape training. How 
important is that combination? 

Craig Schreiner: It is the most impor-
tant part of my background, the main 
reason why I have been able to get on my 
feet. It was custom-designed by Mike 
Hurdzan. I did everything he told me to 
do. And you know what, it worked. There 
are a lot of individuals who have seg-
ments of it. But very few who have all of 
them. Get a turf degree and learn how to 
maintain a golf course. That was a real 
eye-opener. I learned so much at Baltimore 
Country Club under [then-superintendent] 
Meryl Frank in summer of 1983. Then a 
year working construction for Wadsworth 
[Golf Course Construction Co.]. 

GCN: How does your agronomic train-
Continued on page 38 

BRIEFS 

KAVANAUGH SIGNS ON IN AURORA 
AURORA, Colo. — The city's Golf 

Division has retained Kenneth M. 
Kavanaugh Golf Course Design of Tuc-
son, Ariz., for The Homestead at 
Murphy Creek, an 18-hole, daily-fee 
course. Projected construction date is 
in the fall. Meanwhile, Kavanaugh is 
renovating Desert Forest Golf Club in 
Carefree, Ariz., and adding nine-hole 
expansions to the existing 27 at Gold 
Canyon Golf Resort and his existing 
Quail Creek CC in Green Valley, Ariz. 

Schreiner shines 
on 'classics' 
& new work 



D E V E L O P M E N T 

Casper, Nash enter Lewis & Clark country with new track 
GREAT FALLS, Mont. — PGA Hall of 

Famer Billy Casper and Phoenix-based 
Greg Nash have been selected to design 
the new Foothills Golf Club here. 

The project, which will anchor a planned 
resort component, is being developed by 
Northwest Real Estate Development. 

"I have been familiar with Greg Nash 
and have followed his work for the past 
15 years," said Brian Smithling of North-

west Real Estate Development. "I think 
he is one of the finest, if not the finest, 
golf course architects operating today. 
His designs are beautiful, challenging and 
a pure joy to play. He and Billy are also 
very hands-on and take active roles in 
assuring the quality and integrity of their 
designs throughout the construction pro-
cess. That means a lot to me as a devel-
oper, and it will translate into a great 

experience for our guests." 
The upscale, daily-fee golf course broke 

ground in July and should be ready for 
play by spring 1999. 

The golf club is located in the heart of 
"Lewis & Clark country," between Glacier 
and Yellowstone national parks. The 7,000-
yard, par-72 course will reflect the "wild 
and woolly" character of the land. Nash 
plans a parallel fairway design, with wide 

landing areas, generous greens — averag-
ing 6,500 square feet—and rolling terrain. 

The fairways will be planted with cool-
season turf, like bluegrass and fescue. 
Out-of-play areas will be accented by knee-
high fescue and native grasses. The 
greens will all be bentgrass. Adding to 
the course's challenge will be more than 
60 sand bunkers, 30 grass bunkers, sev-
eral small lakes and dramatic golf holes 
like the 616-yard, par-5 9th and the 414-
yard, par-4 18th which plays uphill to a 
green fronted by four bunkers. 

Phillips on own 
Continued from page 33 

"Stylistically," he said, "the 
classical golf courses have a lot 
of bunkers not just at the 
landing areas or at the greens, 
but mid-bunkering. A lot of 
players find that interesting 
and challenging. I think it adds 
a lot of not only aesthetic value 
but strategic value so that 
players of all levels have 
different landing areas. You 
create a risk-and-reward factor 
and strategic value for all 
golfers." 

Phillips said his designs aim 
for the timeless and classical 
architectural concepts illus-
trated in the longer, softer 
lines with spill-offs featured at 
the flat site of Wisely Golf Club 
and the rolling terrain at 
Granite Bay. 

"But I've had the opportunity 
to design completely different 
styles," he said. "Sometimes the 
landscape itself projects its own 
style. I think the phrase listen 
to the land' has been overused, 
but you need to understand the 
climate, your client, the user, 
and the budget they will have to 
maintain the course." 

Phillips, whose work spans 
from Royal Westmoreland in 
Barbados to Penha Longa Golf 
Course in Lisbon, Portugal and 
Sugarloaf Golf Club in Maine, 
said he will continue to do 
domestic work and draw on 
contacts he has built in the 
Caribbean and Europe. 

In the meantime, he will 
finish the RTJII jobs under 
construction. A course opened 
in Indiana this summer, 
another in Berlin is getting 
wrapped up, and four others 
are in the works. Other 
projects he has been involved 
in will be transferred to other 
RTJII designers. 

"We will work them in, in a 
way that there will not be any 
down time," he said. 

"Kyle has been a valuable 
member of our team," said 
RTJII President Robert Trent 
Jones Jr. "It is with sadness 
that we see him depart, but we 
thank him for his efforts on our 
behalf, and we wish him well in 
his future endeavors." 

Phillips will work out of 5516 
Riviera, Granite Bay, Calif. 
95746; tel. 916-797-2141. 

Explore Your Options With 

• Overseeding after herbicide application 
• Emergency deactivation of spills or 

misapplications 
• Protection from herbicide applications 
• Tank cleaning 
• Deactivation of chemical residues on greens, 

surrounds, and tees 

Excellent Suspension Characteristics 

For more information call 

1-800-257-7797 

5 North Olney Ave. 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003 USA 
1-609-751-0309 • 1-800-257-7797 
FAX: 1-609-751-3859 


