
Tidewater's Tomlinson would repeat 'dream' 
By P E T E R B L A I S 

NORTH MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. — "it would 

probably sound good to say it was always my 
dream to design a golf course," said Ken 

Tomlinson, the tax attorney turned course architect 
and designer of Tidewater Golf Club & Plantation, 
the North Myrtle Beach layout that GOLF and Golf 
Digest magazines voted the best new public course of 
the year in 1990. 

"But that wasn't the reason I designed the course. I 
did it because it had to be done and it just made sense 
for me to do it. Tidewater was a business investment. 
We had a beautiful piece of land and knew 
a course would do well there. I was the 
designer, builder and construction super-
intendent because that was the only way 
the project would work financially." 

Ken Tomlinson? Tidewater G&CC? 
1990? Sound vaguely familiar? It should. 

Tomlinson burst on the golf architec-
ture scene with Tidewater seven years 
ago. The former tax attorney's only other 
design effort before that was Musgrove 
Mill in Clinton, which Tomlinson designed 
in 1987 with assistance from Arnold 
Palmer's design firm. Tidewater's success 
led golf writers to draw comparisons be-
tween Tomlinson and other famous ama-
teur architects like George Crump (Pine 
Valley) and Jack Neville (Pebble Beach), 
both of whom enjoyed great success their 
first time out of the design blocks. 

But since opening Tidewater, 
Tomlinson's name has disappeared from 
the golf design landscape. 

"The economy was pretty bad back in 
the early 1990s," Tomlinson recalled," 
and I've spent most of my time since then 
on the real estate surrounding Tidewa-
ter. I probably should have been building 
a course a year to cash in on my name 
recognition. But I had other responsibili-
ties to take care of first." 

Those responsibilities involved 
Tidewater's business side, which is the 
part of the golf industry Tomlinson, a 
self-described "numbers guy," truly loves. 

"Any project has to make economic 
sense," he said. "I couldn't just design a 
course, move down the road with my 
architect's fee and not worry about 
whether a course survived financially. I 
like being part of the business decision 
whether to build a course or not." 

Now that roughly half of Tidewater's 
1,000 lots have been sold, Tomlinson is 
ready to re-enter the architectural waters. 

"We'll start a golf course in the Myrtle 
Beach area either this year or by next 
spring at the latest," Tomlinson said. "But 
there isn't a lot of great land for a golf 
course still available around here." 

By great land, Tomlinson means water-
front parcels with rolling topography re-
quiring little earth moving. "Most of the 
remaining sites here are flat," he said, 
"with few ocean or marshland views. I 
have 20 sites I could build on tomorrow, 
but no great sites. If I moved a lot of dirt 
on a flat site and built an artificial-looking 
course, I wouldn't take any joy from that." 

His success at Tidewater has given him 
confidence in not only his own design 
skills, but also the ability of contractors 
with little or no golf course construction 
experience to build a superior product. 

'There is a mystique about experienced 
architects and shapers," said Tomlinson, 
who worked at Tidewater with contractors 

and bulldozer operators who had never built a golf 
course. "I'm sure golf course architects and shapers 
sincerely believe what they are saying [about the 
importance of experience. 

"I worked with amateur shapers at Tidewater. I 
trained them, explained to them what I wanted and 
we got a great course." 

Tomlinson does believe an experienced superin-
tendent is critical to a course's success. Tomlinson 
consulted with longtime Pine Valley superinten-
dent Ed Stangler when he designed Musgrove Mill 

Continued on page 41 Ken Tomlinson could be in demand as a golf course architect. 

The all-new power forwards. 
W e 7 r e p r o u d t o 

announce powerful new 
additions to our line-up. 
O u r F-60 Se r i e s f r o n t 
mowers with features and 
pricing that are going to 
score a lot of points. 

These 4WD m o w e r s 
i n c l u d e m a n y t e c h n o -
logical breakthroughs for 
i n c r e a s e d tu r f p e r f o r -
mance. The Auto Assist 
4WD w i t h D u a l - A c t i n g -
Overrunning clutch system 
delivers turf saving traction. In forward and 
reverse. It automatically transfers power to all 4 
wheels when you need it. So, when the going 
gets tough, you get traction and reduced turf 
damage instead of wheel spinning. Or, you can 

c h o o s e t o 
engage 4WD 
on-the-go. 

A durable, 
i n d e p e n d e n t 
h y d r a u l i c 

Available with 60" 
or 72 " side discharge 
mower or 60 " rear 
discharge mower. 

Visibility and maneuverability will increase your 
productivity. 

PTO c lu tch m a k e s it 
possible to engage and 
disengage PTO driven 
implements on the move. 

K u b o t a ' s E -TVCS 
diesel engines del iver 
maximum power while 
m i n i m i z i n g v i b r a t i o n 
a n d n o i s e . A n d , 
e n h a n c e d c o m b u s t i o n 
ef f ic iency reduces fuel 
c o s t a n d l o w e r s 
emissions. 

T h e F - 6 0 S e r i e s 
inc ludes 22, 25 and 30 h o r s e p o w e r 4 -whee l 
d r ive m o w e r s as well as a 25 horsepower 
2-wheel drive model. 

If you're looking for the ideal combination of 
comfort, power and efficiency for your team, 
you've just found a winning line-up. 

For more information, please write to: 

K u b o t o . 
KUBOTA TRACTOR CORPORATION 

P.O. Box 2992, Dept. G C N 
Torrance, CA 90509-2992 

or call Toll Free 
1-888-4 KUBOTA ext. 407 

1-888-458-2682 ext. 407 

Financing available through Kubota Credit Corporation 



DEVELOPMENT 

Bemol 
F U N G I C I D E 

0 AgrEvo 
A company of Hoechst and NOR-AM 

Read and follow label directions carefully. AgrEvo USA Company, Wilmington, DE 19808 

golf course to challenge the shot-
making strategy of the single-digit 
handicapper, and to be non-intimi-
dating to the mid- and high-handi-
capper." 

• Another release on Chantilly, 
Va.'s Fred Couples/Gene Bates-
designed Westfield Golf Club 
scheduled to open in early sum-
mer 1998: "It will be fun and acces-
sible for new golfers, yet provide 
terrific challenging options for the 
more-experienced golfer." 

• Architect Jack Swayze on 
partner Steve Elkington's first 
complete golf course design, Mt. 
Arayat Golf Course, an 18-hole 
private country club in Arayat, 
The Philippines: "It will tax the 
strong player and be friendly to 
the novice." 

• From a newspaper clipping 
describing Jack Nicklaus-de-
signed Vermont National outside 
Burlington, scheduled to open in 
1998: 'The course is expected to 
appeal to both serious golfers and 
more casual weekend strollers." 

• According to the developer, 
an Arnold Palmer-designed 
course to be built in India, "will 
be designed to provide a chal-
lenge to good golfers, without 
being intimidating as well as fun 
for beginners." 

• This from British architect 
Jonathan Gaunt regarding his 
new Redlibbets course in 
Sevenoaks, Kent, England: "It is 
a private course 6,700 yards long 
which poses a challenge to expe-
rienced golfers but accommo-
dates those of lesser ability — if 
they are fast learners!" 

• "It is our goal," said J. David 
Everett, a principal in the Belfair 
development near Hilton Head 
Island, S.C., where a Tom Fazio 
course opened last year and an-
other 18 is under construction, 
"and it's certainly Fazio's goal, 
to make the East Course equal 
to, if not better than, the first 
course. From the championship 
tees, it will be a difficult course. 
We believe that, for good play-
ers, a great course needs to 
present a certain degree of diffi-
culty. But, like the West Course, 
this course will be very playable 
from the middle and forward 
tees. Creating that balance be-
tween difficulty and playability 
is not easy." 

Certainly not. 

Tomlinson 
Continued from page 41 
and hired Will Holroyd, who has 
been head superintendent since 
the course opened. 

Steve Long was superinten-
dent at a course Tomlinson be-
longed to in Columbia. Long was 
one of Tomlinson's first hires 
when construction began at Tide-
water, where Long has been head 
superintendent for eight years. 

"Superintendents are the main 
guys," Tomlinson said. "I've al-
ways had the greatest respect 
for them." 

Spin doctoring course design philosophy 
B y P E T E R B L A I S 

As marketing unfriendly as it 
is to say your course is "hard" 
or, worse yet "easy," the kiss of 
death may be to label it "aver-
age" —the implication being that 
anybody could play it and have a 
reasonably good time doing so. 
Yawn... 

But that's exactly what course 

owners want. To pay off the mas-
sive investments they've made 
in building these properties, they 
must attract every kind of golfer 
— good, bad and the great ma-
jority flailing away somewhere 
in the middle. 

So, in an attempt to spice up 
their rhetoric and earn their pay-
checks, architects and public 

relations firms have come up with 
a number of semantic variations 
that basically say a course can be 
hard for the good golfer, easy for 
the bad, and a good time for just 
about anybody. 

While we appreciate their lit-
erary efforts, as word-pinching 
editors we sorely want to boil 
these majestic, 50-word descrip-

tions down to "Everybody will 
like this course." 

Someday. 
In the meantime, here are 

some of the more imaginative 
course-for-one-and-all write-ups 
we've picked up along the way: 

• Apress release on Bealsville, 
Md.'s Four Streams National 
Golf Club, a Nick Price/Steve 
Smyers design scheduled to 
open in spring 1998: 'The Price/ 
Smyers Design Group plans the 

Pythium 
Gives You Two Choices. 

There's one sure way 
to stop a pythium problem. 
Banol® Fungicide. Because 
Banol controls the three 
forms of pythium in all types 
of turf. It controls blight as 

well as crown and root rot in established turf, 
plus damping-off in newly seeded areas. Banol 

can be sprayed when overseeding without 
harming germinating seedlings. In fact, its 
performance has been proven to be outstand-
ing as both a preventative and a curative, with 
no damage to turf. Banol shows no signs of 
resistance development, either. So don't let 
ugly, balding patches scalp you. Stop pythium 
right down to the roots—with Banol. 




