Hills & Son:
Art, Joe team

BALTIMORE, Md. — It’s a father-son
project of a type that may have never
been done before. Waverly Woods Golf
Course here is being designed by Arthur
Hills and developed by his son Joe.

“There is a real commitment on
everyone’s part — my father, myself,
Tom [partner Thomas Healy],
NationsBank, Wadsworth Golf Con-
struction — everyone, to create a suc-
cessful golf course, one of which every-
one will be proud,” said Joe Hills. “Given
the development and management team,
the location, the market and other such
factors, itis likely that that will happen.”

The 7,000-yard, par-72 Waverly Woods
Golf Course is in Howard County, 10
minutes west of the city. It will target
the upscale daily-fee market. The first
nine holes are scheduled for comple-
tion in the fall of 1997, with the second
nine opening in the summer of 1998.

The courseis part of a 650-acre mixed-
use development known as Waverly
Woods. A golf course on the 650-acre
site had been under consideration by the
owners of the property since 1983. In
August 1990, Joe Hills secured the design
contract for the golf course on behalf of
his father’s firm; and, after several years
of negotiations, the younger Hills formed
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Developers Thomas Healy (left) and Joe Hill.

his own golf course development com-
pany, Shiva Golf, Inc., and secured con-
trol of the property through a long-term
lease arrangement.

Hills and Healy secured financing for
the project through a combination of
private investors and a loan from
NationsBank.

Hills has worked for Wadsworth Golf
Construction on two Arizona projects,
and also worked for his father in the West
before setting up an Arthur Hills and
Associates office in Maryland in 1990.
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always think of how we could have done
something different or better. Now that
Dell Urich is done, I've never been happier.
And I believe the reason is that I didn’t
compromise the game for the look.

GCN: That is your philosophy, then?

KK: That, for me, is an evolving thing. I
hope to never stagnate. I think you can
blindfold a lot of people, drop them on a
course and they can make a pretty good
guess about who designed it. People de-
velop a design philosophy and stick with it.
[ hope I never develop a style, that you can
never walk onto a site of mine and guess
that I did it. Also, I believe greatness in golf
is rooted in memorability.Memorability is
afunction of variety, in terms of everything
— the look, the scale, the hard and easy
holes, variety on every level.

GCN: What do you foresee for golf
course design in the future? Have we
gone to the outer limits?

KK: I don’t take myself that seriously to
think I'm going to change the face of the
game and be a pioneer in the industry.
That’s why my design philosophy is evolv-
ing. It's like when you play competitive
golf. You don’t want to dwell on the past or
get too far ahead of yourself. You want to
play in the present tense and hit the correct
shot. That’s the way I want to design, too.

I go to all these shows and see plastic
grass. | hope we're not headed for plastic

golf courses.  know I'm not. I don't particu-
larly care where the industry is going. I just
want to do good golf courses. If the indus-
try goes that way, it will be strong forever.

I'm not sure golf course architects de-
termine where the industry goes as much
as their clients do. The clients are gener-
ating criteria and the designers are gen-
erating solutions. As the criteria changes,
so do the solutions.

One way itis going ... is to environmen-
tally sensitive planning. We're all sure
that's where it's going and where it's go-
ing to stay, because it’s right. Part of the
golf experience is getting out of the urban
setting and taking a walk in the park. That
may be the soul of the game anyway. We're
never going to play golf in a dome. And I
hope not on artificial grass. The game will
always exist in a natural setting.

GCN: Your wife Lori is a landscape
architecture graduate, and with turfgrass
management studies, as well as a photo-
journalist. Has she added anything differ-
ent to your operation?

KK: She’s a 6-handicap, and although
we're not Pete and Alice Dye, we talk
about design a lot. Just as there is no way
a bad golfer can know what a good golfer
thinks and plays, there is no way for a
male golfer to understand what a female
golfer knows and thinks. Lori is our resi-
dent female golfing expert. She tells me
when holes are getting too long, and when
women she plays with can’t execute a
certain shot. That brings a lot to the table.
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and troubleshooting screens.

Watervision® UL Listed Controls:
* Provides remote access, Windows based, fully interactive
control. Monitor your pumping system with the easy-to-use
computer interface from your office or home.

* Intuitive, simple, point and press, touch-sensitive
computer control panel with built-in maintenance

* “Ride Through” self diagnostics analyze system faults,
and automatically keeps your station on line. No need
to lose sleep during critical night watering cycles.

* Exclusive, patented, Electronic Butterfly Valves provide
surge-free back-up pressure regulation in the event of VFD faults
and smooth pump start-stop transitions that other stations lack.

* Breathe new life into your existing pump station with Watertronics
touchscreen controls and electronic regulating valves.
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Pumping System:
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* All units custom-built to your
watering schedule requirements,
at costs comparable to others’
off-the-shelf models.

* The only manufacturer to provide
full dynamic testing of every unit
at the factory, with certification
of performance.

Exclusive Mechanical Seals

on vertical turbine pumps are
maintenance-free, eliminating
bothersome packing adjustments
and spraying water.

The most durable, best looking
finish in the industry — baked
epoxy undercoat plus baked UV
resistant polyurethane top coat.

* One-piece, structurally engineered,
seamless deck eliminates
rust-prone welds, sharp edges and
debris-collecting surface pockets.
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