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Hal Phillips, 
editor 

Red tape in Minnesota 
Weenies on parade 

Several times during the course of writing my story on 
Jeff Brauer's project in Biwabik, Minn, (see page 1), I 
fell into deeper, more broad conversations with various 

people involved in the erstwhile development. More than 
once they posed the question, "Geez, 
from now on, do you think every project 
in Minnesota will be so fiercely op-
posed?" 

Invariably, the long-delayed Homestead 
project came up and the same question 
was bandied about in reference to 
Michigan. 

It's important, I believe, to consider 
these examples of bogged down projects 
on their own and not as indicators of any 
larger trends — positive or negative — relating to golf course 
development. 

Even more important is making the separation between the 
reality of politics and actual opposition. 

There's a journalist here in Maine who writes a column 
each week entitled "Politics and Other Mistakes." Readers 
would be wise to remember that politics sit at the core of 
nearly all such disputes, whereas the fates of various 
endangered marigolds and ladybugs usually show up once 
the battle has been joined. 

On the surface, the Biwabik project looks to be a large-
scale hoo-hah over rare strawberries, pesticide fates and the 
decline of Minnesota's song bird population. But after a few 
calls to the half-dozen people driving each side of the 
controversy, the political struggle comes shining through. 

To wit: The course was approved by the St. Louis county 
Planning Commission. Bigwigs at the state Department of 
Natural Resources, miffed they were not consulted thor-
oughly, motioned for an Environmental Impact Study (EIS) 
prior to construction. 

Again, this doesn't seem unusual. However, in Minnesota, 
never has a golf course project been subjected to the scrutiny of 

Continued on page 34 

Mark Leslie, 
managing editor 

Bravo! Browner and EPA tackle 
muddled peer-review process 

It is said that Oliver Wendall Holmes once led President 
Lincoln through the battle lines. At one point, the President 
exposed himself to enemy fire and Holmes shouted, "Get 

down, you fool!" 
Now, I don't think Holmes was disrespectful of the President. He 

was just reacting to the dangerous situation. In 
the same way, for years scientists have been 
saying to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA): "Get down, you fools!" 

Now, it appears, EPA has finally "gotten 
down." EPA Administrator Carol Browner has, 
for instance, declared that science peer-review 
procedures (until now non-existent) will be in 
effect Sept. 30 (See story, page 1). She has 
apparently dedicated her administration to 
"good science" and directed her division 
leaders to the process of getting the peer-review mechanism done. 
Could this be a sign of better things to come? 

Let's hope so, because whose information have the leaders at 
EPA been relying on, anyhow? 

Obviously not their own research. They seem unaware of the 
Cape Cod Study, for instance, and they were in charge of that effort. 
Remember the Alar scare? The dioxin misinformation? The 2,4,5-T 
fallacy? 

Indeed, a panel of scientists appointed by the General Accounting 
Office told the EPA in March 1992: "The science at EPA is of 
uneven quality, and as a result, the agency's policies are frequently 
perceived as lacking strong scientific support." Lack of a solid peer 
review process has held the agency hostage to that "uneven 
science," the GAO said. 

While some people may call our friends at EPA "eco-gestapo," I 
don't think these maligned folks are "bad people." There are 
explanations for the sometimes muddled, sometimes baffling, 
sometimes curious, sometimes unrelentingly foolhardy behavior 
emanating from the offices of EPA. At times, some of them may 
have been misinformed or misled, and did not realize what they 
were doing. Some may have been blinded by power and/or political 
ideology. Some may have been pawns. 

Continued on page 36 

Letters 
AN ENVIRONMENTAL APPEAL 

To the editor: 
I have been in the golf business 

as a course owner for 15 years. I 
have always tried to keep up with 
golf course equipment, chemicals 
and environmental developments. 

It irritates me to hear or read 
"the sky is falling" comments re-
garding the application of chemi-
cals on golf courses and how bad 
golf courses are on the environ-
ment. It's frustrating to read that 
golf course operators don't care 
about the environment. 

I have not personally applied 
any chemicals to my golf course. 
I've always left that to my expert 
golf course superintendent. I've 
never directed him to apply more 
of any chemical than was abso-
lutely necessary. 

I'm involved with a small group 
who is making a golf facility pro-
posal to the city council of a small 
California city. The proposal in-
cludes a large driving range and 
nine short golf holes ranging be-
tween 80-150 yards. All the top 
soil will be imported. 

This project would be a good 
possibility as a long-term test site 
to study the residue from chemi-
cal application to turf grasses. It is 
possible to engineer the entire site 
to collect the excess water for test-
ing and reuse. Please understand I 
know just enough about this to get 
myself into lots of trouble. 

I have a question for you. 
Can you please direct me to com-

panies, universities, associations, 
environmental groups and/or indi-
viduals who may be interested in 
participating in such a project? 

Incidentally, I read every copy 
of Golf Course News almost cover-
to-cover. 

Dan James 
Foster City, Calif. 

Ed. If readers have ideas on 
where Mr. James should look for 
answers, contact the Golf Course 
News office. 

VERTI-DRAIN PRESIDENT 

ADDRESSES ATTACHMENT 

To the editor: 
As a long-time reader and ad-

vertiser in Golf Course News, we 
have always had respect for the 
timeliness and appropriateness of 
the articles that appear in your 
publication. 

However, we would like to 
clarify some points regarding an 
article that appeared in your April 
issue by Patrick O'Brien [direc-
tor of the USGA Green Section, 
Southeast Section] entitled 
"Burns' invention greatly in-
creases deep aeration." 

Mr. Burns developed an attach-
ment that fits on our Verti-Drain 
and has had great success with it; 
we applaud his initiative. We have 
numerous other accounts of sat-
isfied customers who have 

adapted the Verti-Drain to unusual 
applications and developed spe-
cial attachments. Not all of these 
cases are as successful as Mr. 
Burns' case seems to be. 

To be clear to our other cus-
tomers and to our many distribu-
tors around the country, we must 
state that we have never tested or 
physically seen Mr. Burns' inven-
tion. Therefore we cannot, with 
certainty, attest to its results or its 
compatibility with our machines. 
As you can well imagine, the tol-
erances for a machine that drives 
tines deep into the soil, and then 
pitches (heaves) the tines forward 
is very critical. Therefore it is our 
policy to field test and have our 
engineering staff review all attach-
ments so that we can stand behind 
our products with confidence. 

Of course, we would be happy 
to test Mr. Burns' invention for 
approval, but until that time it can-
not be officially endorsed or au-
thorized as a factory-approved 
product attachment. 

As you can imagine, many su-
perintendents rely on our ma-
chines to relieve severe turf prob-
lems, so we are very critical of 
ourselves because we know thou-
sands of customers are depend-
ing on us and the Verti-Drain. 

Thanks for your understand-
ing of our position on this issue. 

Charles J. Otto, president 
Emrex, Inc., North American 

Representatives for Verti-Drain 

BOAT MISSED ON 

LEGENDS GROUP STORY? 

To the editor: 
Before I chastise you for what I 

believe to be major omissions in 
an extremely important story, I 
want you to know that I have been a 
big fan of Golf Course Neivs for quite 
a while, and will continue to be. 

My concern is that your writer, 
Peter Blais, and you, really missed 
the boat in reporting the an-
nouncement by The Legends 
Group, of Myrtle Beach, S.C., that 
they are starting construction on, 
not one, but two golf courses in 
Williamsburg, Va. {Golf Course 
News, June 1994). Furthermore, 
they went on to say that they will 
continue to build golf courses 
there, until they have built as many 
as seven new courses. 

With the continued sad state of 
golf course financing and new 
starts for golf courses, especially 
resort courses, this story should 
have been a front-page feature 
article, with editorial support. In-
stead, your piece came across, at 
least to me, as rather "Ho hum! 
Some guys from Myrtle Beach 
are going to build a couple of 
courses with some big landowner 
in Williamsburg." 

Mr. Blais did include the basic 
facts of the story, and he obvi-
ously made an attempt at inter-
viewing the principals. There are, 
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CALENDAR 

August 
2-4—AnnualTurfgrass Diagnostic Course 
at Cornell University in Ithaca, N.Y. Con-
tact 607-255-1789. 
3 —Rutgers Turfgrass Re search Field Day in 
New Brunswick, N.J. Contact201-285-8300. 
16 — Wisconsin Turfgrass Field Day in 
Madison. Contact Dr. Frank Rossi at 608-
262-1490. 
17 — Ohio Turfgrass Foundation and Ohio 
State University Turfgrass Research Field 
Day in Columbus. Contact Julie Guntherat 
614-261-6750. 
18 — Michigan Turfgrass Field Day in 
East Lansing. Contact Kay at517-321-1660. 
24 — Turf Talk '94 in Chandler, Ariz. Con-
tact Garden West at 602-233-2966. 

September 
19-21 — Florida Turfgrass Ass'n. 42nd An-
nual Trade Conference & Show in Ft. Lau-
derdale. Contact 800-882-6721. 
20-22 — Virginia Tech Turf and Landscape 
Field Days in Blacksburg, Va. Contact J.R. 
Hall III at 703-231-9736 

October 
5-6 — So. Calif. Turfgrass Expo in Costa 
Mesa. Contact 714-951-8547. 
10-13 — Northwest Turf Conference in 
Seaside, Ore. Contact 206-754-0825. 
12-13 — West Texas Turfgrass Confer-
ence in Snyder. Contact 806-354-8447. 
12-14 — Southwest Annual Turf Conference 
in Ruidoso, N.M. Contact 505-275-2576. 
29-30 — Southwest Outdoor Power Equip-
ment Show in Arlington, Texas. Contact 
512-443-7999. 
29-Nov. 2 — Georgia GCSA Annual Meet-
ing in Savannah. Contact Karen White at 
706-769-4076. 

November 
1-4 — 6th Annual West Virginia/GCSA 
Turf Conference & Show in Morgantown. 
Contact David Tennant at 304-594-1541. 

6-9 — 15th Annual International Irrigation 
Exposition and Technical Conference in At-
lanta. Contact 703-573-3551. 

10-12 — Golf Course Expo in Orlando, Fla. 
Contact the Golf Course News Conference 
Group at 207-846-0600. 

18-20—National Golf Foundation Golf Sum-
mit '94 in Phoenix. Contact 407-744-6006. 

* For more information contact the GC-
SAA Education Office at 800-472-7878 or 
913-841-2240. 

Leslie commentary 
Continued from page 8 

But, hey, everyone is "savable," and we 
should stand ready to believe the best of all 
people. 

Listen, you-all. Can't we give them credit 
as good, upstanding Americans with no 
political agenda? Plain justice-for-all folks? 
Ladies and gentlemen who would not ever 
distort or ignore the facts? Neighbors who 
stand tall and stand straight and stand for 
righteousness? 

Historical evidence is damning. After all, 
Henry Kissinger once quipped: 'The ille-
gal we do immediately. The unconstitu-
tional takes a little longer." 

Historically, this could be the ultimate 
axiom for some bureau-brokers (that's 
bureacratic power brokers) in the world of 
environmental activism. Note: I'm speak-
ing historically, and I did not say all, or 

Continued on next page 
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" C ROSSING THE NATION WITH 
BRIDGES YOU CAN DEPEND O N " 

ENGINEERED AND FABRICATED TO 
FIT YOUR GOLF COURSE NEEDS, 
FROM THE CONNECTOR (PICTURED) 
TO THE ORIENTAL " E D O " SERIES. 
PEDESTRIAN, G O L F CART AND 
V E H I C U L A R BRIDGES. S INGLE 
SPANS TO 2 0 0 FEET AVAILABLE. 

CALL TODAY FOR FREE BROCHURES 
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Furness Golf 
Construction, mc. 
T I M FURNESS, PRESIDENT 

Turn-Key Golf Course Construction 
Statewide • Nationwide • Worldwide 

QUALITY IS OUR MAIN CONCERN 

(616) 547-6133 
1101 Bridge Street, Charlevoix, Michigan 49720 
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Keep Your Divot Seed Mixture 
Where It Is Used... 

... in Divot Seed & Soil tee 
buckets next to the tee markers. 
Available in Cedar or Redwood 
slats and with companion 
Trash'M debris buckets. 

Ask Your Golf Course Distributor for 
INNOVATIVE MAINTENANCE PRODUCTS 
Fwm 

Jooster of t i e ß n f ó 

P.O. Box 283, Lockport, IL 60441-0283 
(815) 723-4444 • Fax (815) 723-4485 
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LIST RENTAL 
GOLF COURSE 

NEWS 
...now offers you the opportunity to reach the 

decision makers at thousands of 
golf facilities with an exclusive mailing list. 

Call Mary Anderson for details. 

(813) 898-7077 

Exceptional Software. 

SCA4S Superintendents 
Compliance/ 
Management 
System 

"The Choice of Today's 
Grounds Managers" 

From Equipment Tracking and Employee Training... 
To Compliance Reports and Chemical Records 

Free Demonstration Diskettes 
Call Toll F r e e (800) 4 7 2 8 8 8 2 

Environmental Compliance Systems, Incorporated 
21 North Avenue Lake Forest IL 60045 

CIRCLE #151 

Our LIGHTWEIGHT and RIGID aluminum bars are now treated 
with DURA-COAT. DURA-COAT wears better than tool steel and 
enables us to offer this unique LIFETIME WARRANTY 
To order call 1-800-253-2112 or fax 1-313-429-3985. 

P R E C I S I O N T O O L P R O D U C T S C O . 
7836 Bethel Church Rd. • Saline. Ml 48176 
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VAIL VALLEY 
FARM, INC. 

"Growers of Quality Turf Grasses" 
• Meyer Z-52 Zoysia • Tifway II 
• El Toro Zoysia • Tifdwarf 
• Tall Fescue • Big Rolls 
• Sprigs 

• Midlawn 
(the new transition zone bermuda grass!) 

( 8 0 0 ) 6 6 6 - 0 0 0 7 
P.O. Box 5508 
Little Rock, AR 72215 
(501) 280-0763 
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Golf Course Bridges! 
1 •800-328-2047 Thousands in use. 

Built to last. 
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[BRIDGE 
Route 5, Box 178, Alexandria, MN 56308 • (612) 852-7500 

NATIONAL GOLF FOUNDATION 

TRIMS Software International 
3110 North 19th Avenue, Suite 190 

Phoenix, AZ85015 
(800) 608-7467 

T f í t i i y t S &ves you more for your money! 

Indicate 5%" H or 3WÊ5 diskette 

TRIMS gives you more benefits and offers 
you more features than all other grounds 
management software packages combined! 
Don't settle for an Imitation. 

You've always wanted TRIMS! 
Why Wait? 

Call for your free Demo Disk: 

NEW! - c 

L|FETISabbantv 
ON BARS WITH 

DURA-COAT® 

ACCU-GAGE is a precision 
tool for making highly 
accurate height-of-cut 
measurements on greens 
mowers or other precision 
mowers. 

AVAILABLE IN 15", 18", and 24" bars. 

r 

Quality with a Twist 
A twist of our easy off -
lid gives you quick 
access to Pinhigh's 
quality reel sharp-
ening compound. 

p i n h i g h 
reel ¿ho rpan ing c o m p o u n d 

Call 1 (800) 422-4748 
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• THEILD^P™ • 
LIGHTNING PROTECTION SYSTEM 

patent #5,291,208 and other patents pending 
by RABUN LABS, INC. 

Automatically detects the presence of lightning BEFORE it gets close 
enough to do the damage, gives an alarm, switches power sources, AND/ 
OR automatically disconnects power, phones and coax lines until the storm 
is out of the area, then automatically reconnects. 

E A S Y I N S T A L L A T I O N ! 
Models available for protection of irrigation management control & data 
distribution equipment, pump motors and field satellite controllers, com-
puters & data processing equipment, club house alerting system, and 
custom design. 

Coming soon -- quiet alert for your golf cart! 
4407 Vineland Rd., Ste. D-18 • Orlando, FL 32811 
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ENGRAVED 
YARDAGE 
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• Bright colors • Fasteners included ^ C o m i , 
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NEW ITEM... 'THE SOLUTION" 
För Areas Without Sprinklers. 
Put Your Message Plus Yardage 
Anywhere. 

THE YARD EDGE GOLF CO. 
1-800-284-YARD (9273) w í ^ K S 67213 
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P.O. Box 13159 

W M 3 S 
BRIDGE CONCEPTS 

A Division of Pelican Marine Enterprises, Inc. 

On-Site Construction • Consulting and Design Capabilities 
• Certified Engineered Drawings Available 

1426 W. Busch Blvd. • Tampa, FL 33612 • (800) 226-4178 
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PAVELEC BROTHERS 
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 

V New Construction 
V Renovation 

V Field Drainage Systems 

TONY PAVELEC 
(201)667-1643 
EMIL PAVELEC 
(201) 939-6182 

98 Evergreen Ave. 
Nutley, NJ 07110 
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We save time and money 
on maintenance." 

"The Courtesy Golf Cup Protectors are an inexpensive and 
smart idea. Each time a player reaches into a hole, they 
receive positive messages like Replace and Fill Divots, 

Obey Cart Signs and four others. We know the 
message sinks in because we see results: better 
etiquette and less maintenance. The disks just snap | ! 

together and slide into the bottom of the cup. Two seconds saves 
weeks of repair. The Courtesy Golf Cup Protectors are a real asset 
to our maintenance program." R. McGuinnes, Woodmere CC, NY. 

8 disks per pack-1 to 100 packs $11.50 each pack + shp. 
_ ! Personalized Courtesy Disks also available at extra charge. 

' 1746 NW 84th Dr., Coral Springs FL 33071,305-753-0464 
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Flymo 
• New GCT 20 
• Patented & Proven 

Safety Cutting System 
• New JLO Engine with 

One Year Warranty 

PRECISION 
SMALL ENGINE CO. 

FOR MORE DETAILS CALL 
1-800-345-1960 or 305-974-1960 
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I GOLF CAR PARTS I 
LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED 

ON OVER 1700 QUALITY REPLACEMENT PARTS! 

SHIPPED AIR 
FREIGHT AT 
NO EXTRA 
CHARGE 

CALL FOR 
YOUR FREE 
CATALOG 

TODAY! 

PRECISION • 800-345-1960 
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Laminated W o o d Pedestrian & Vehicular 

BRIDGES & SHELTERS 
Order Direct From The Leading Manufacturer in US. 

' Complete Prefabricated Packages • Ready for Fast Erection 
' Direct Distribution Throughout the U.S. • Custom Design Engineering 

CALL 
1-800-777-UNIT 
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FAX 919/469-2536 
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Leslie commentary 
Continued from previous page 

even most bureau-brokers, because I be-
lieve most do wear white hats. 

But Jonathan H. Adler declared: "Most 
classroom environmental information, in-
cluding most that is listed at the EPA clear-
inghouse, comes from literature and teach-
ing guides drafted and distributed by the 
major environmental groups." 

But, that was more than two years ago 
and Carol Browner seems bent on rectify-
ing the situation. Let's give her the benefit 
of the doubt. Remember, the EPA-ites in 
the past have not even believed in dead-
lines. Now they have one — Sept. 30 — set 
by their own commander. 

"When you consider that EPA deals with 
the two most process-oriented professions 
— science and law — it's almost a wonder 
we ever get anything done," defended EPA 
golf liaison officer Mike Scott. "And at the 
same time, it's a testimony to the compe-
tence and diligence of EPA employees that 
we work relatively fast, given the fact that 
we're dealing in the context of law and 
science. It's not like dealing with econom-
ics, particularly monetary policy where 
things come and go in 30-day cycles, you 
can move pretty quick." 

The EPA may never get down to those 
30-day cycles to get things done. But what 
Browner has done is a step in the right 
direction. 

• • • 

A leader in the turfgrass industry said 
New Zealand and Australia use the United 
States as a "dumping ground" for bad grass 
seed. On hearing this, my wife said: "And 
we've given them Coca-Cola, blue jeans 
and The Grateful Dead. You reap what you 
sow, don't you?" 

Our classic design, with a look that stands the test of time, 

BRIDGE 
MANUFACTURING CO. 
Golf Course Bridges 
are our specialty! We 
fabricate easy-to-install, 
pre-engineered spans 
and deliver them 
anywhere in the USA. 
Call today for a free 
consultation. 

Carlton Oaks Country Club, Santee, CA 10' wide x 60' long, 10,000 lb. capacity 

800/548-0054 (Outside CA) 
12001 SHOEMAKER AVENUE, SANTE FE SPRINGS, CA 90670 

310/944-0701 » FAX 310/944-4025 
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IRRIGATION SPECIALISTS 


