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Early notification called key to approval of new Lake Michigan layout

By PETER BLAIS

PETOSKEY, Mich. — Ap-
proaching every organization and
government agency to identify
their potential concerns about Bay
Harbor early in the planning pro-
cess was the key to gaining ap-
proval for the potentially spectacu-
lar golf course community along
the shores of northern Lake
Michigan, according to one of the
developers.

“Our idea was to find out
everyone’sconcerns beforehand,”

CMS Land Co. President Rodger
Kershner said.

“We contacted the local gov-
ernments, state Department of
Natural Resources and local envi-
ronmental groups before we put
pencil to paper. We wanted to find
out what they were interested in
and what they would not negoti-
ate on. Then we built our plan
around their requirements.”

Their plans, which were ap-
proved by DNR and the state at-
torney general July 11, include a

27-hole Art Hills-designed course,
500-slip marina, yacht club, hotel,
shopping center and 1,000 home
sites.

Construction on the first nine
holes along a portion of the 5-1/2-
mile frontage on Little Traverse
Bay was scheduled to begin in
late July. Plans are to open nine
holes every summer between
1996-1998.

The developers include CMS
Land (a subsidiary of Consumers
Power Co.), Detroit real estate

developer David Johnson and the
Kircher family (operators of
nearby Boyne Mountain and
Boyne Highlands resorts).

In addition to their early re-
search, Kershner said develop-
ers benefited from the fact that
the course will occupy the site of
an abandoned Penn-Dixie quarry
and cement plant.

“The local agencies wanted the
plant taken down, public access
to the lake shore made available
ateither end ofthe project and the

dust from the abandoned kilns
taken care of,” Kershner said.
“DNR was mainly concerned
about controlling runoff from the
old plant into the lake and that an
environmentally safe project re-
place the old facility.

“It’s as much to David’s credit
as anyone that we ultimately sub-
mitted a plan everyone could buy
into. Getting everyone involved
early just seems like common
sense, but it’s not always done.

Continued on page 35

A Great New Marker
At A Great New Price.
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Introducing Fore-Par’s Newest Anti-Rebound Tee Marker.

Here’s great news from Fore-Par! We’ve
added a new, smaller, lightweight, personal-
ized marker to our popular anti-rebound
elasto marker line. Easier to handle and
move, these Fore-Par originals, along with
all Fore-Par elasto markers, feature replace-

able metal spikes and

the same indestructible
quality that has become

16761 Burke Lane, Huntington Beach, CA 92647 » 714 842-8494 « 800 843-0809
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FORE-PAR

a Fore-Par tradition. We’ve even created spe-
cial pricing to give you greater value and
more marker for your money. It's no wonder
superintendents around the world choose
Fore-Par. So equip your golf course with the
greatest markers and accessories ever made.
Call for your free Fore-
Par catalog and tee
marker pricing today.

DISTINCTIVE GOLF COURSE ACCESSORIES

CIRCLE #104

Golf course plans
stalled for lllinois

airport property

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. — A strip of
airport-owned land lies dormant
here as the city, Airport Authority
and Denver-based developer Golf
One try to settle on plans for a
municipal golf course.

Originally conceived in 1990 as
a S3.4 million, 18-hole facility
slated for 160 acres off Camp
Sangamo Road, the proposed
course has seen the price tag bal-
loon to $6.4 million. The Federal
Aviation Administration didn’t
help matters when it insisted the
local Airport Authority fork over
$328,000 for the parcel because it
wouldn’t be used for aviation.

The deal looked dead as a door
nail after differences arose over
Golf One’s proposed management
fee, according to Airport Author-
ity Chairman Don Bangert. Golf
One and the city haven’t commu-
nicated since March.

However, City Commissioner
Phil Spengler insists the deal is
not dead. He said it’s possible the
airport could approach another
developer — it never signed a
contract with Golf One — or en-
list a different firm to manage the
course.

Spengler said the city will take
up the matter again this fall.

Legislature okays
second links for
Okla. state park

DURANT, Okla. — The state
Senate has approved issuing S3
million in state revenue bonds to
build an 18-hole golf course and
clubhouse at Lake Texoma state
park.

The project is expected to boost
tourism, which is so vital to the
economy in the southeastern part
of the state.

The existing 18-hole layout
turns 45,000 rounds annually,
which led park officials to request
the extra funds for a second cham-
pionship course.

Construction is expected to

begin later this year.
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Golf Course Marketplace

To reserve space in this section, call Mary Anderson, 813-898-7077

ADVERTISING INFO. REA L ESTATE
1994 RATES
GOLF COURSES WANTED
2X 6X 12X Southwest Golf is interested in purchasing
Per col. inch: ~ $75.00 $65.00 $50.00 or leasing golf courses.

Add-on per 1/4": $18.75 $16.25 $12.50
Logo incl. in ad: $40.00 $40.00 $40.00

« Rates are per insertion.
» Minimum 2-time insertion.
» Prepayment is required.

Send prepayment & ad copy to:
GOLF COURSE NEWS
227 Second Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
(813) 898-7077
Fax (813) 825-0923

Call Dick Campbell at
(505) 898-0960

FOR SALE!

Jacobsen F-10 gasoline; 3,000 hours; ex-
cellent condition. $15,000 or best offer.
Call Steve Hale at (603) 569-1046.

BUSINESS SERVICES

TEXAS GOLF COURSES
9 & 18 holes—Statewide. Some with
extra land, development lots. Descriptive
list available.

TEXAS GOLF PROPERTIES
1603 Lightsey—Austin, TX 78704
512/442-7105
Fax 512/442-1812

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
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GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION
Project Managers, Shapers, Lay-out Spe-
cialists needed at once. Must be willing to
travel. Fax resume and date available to:

(616) 547-7009

JOB SEEKERS: For a fresh source of
green industry job openings, subscribe
for 3 months (6 issues), just $19.95.
EMPLOYERS—List your job openings,
quickly and inexpensively. Call for de-
tails: 1-800-428-2474; Fax: 1-800-884-
5198. Ferrell’s JOBS IN HORTICUL-
TURE, 154 E. Chapel Ave.; Carlisle, PA
17013-3435. MC/Visa.

POND LINERS
Buy direct from fabricator 20 & 30 mil.
P.V.C. Made to order. Under 20 cents per
sq. ft. Installation or supervision available.
Call...
COLORADO LINING COMPANY
800-524-8672 or 303-841-2022

MUST SELL NOW!—
HEALTH REASONS

Beautiful Skyland Lakes Golf Course. 18
holes, new & rebuilt, paved cart paths.
Fancy Gap, VA Blue Ridge Parkway
near Interstate I1-77 & SR 52, Ph.#:(703)
728-4923 or 728-2316. Len Warren,
Owner. :

SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

CONSTRUCTION
MANAGER/SUPERVISOR

Seeks new or renovation golf course

construction projects. From planning to

grow-in. Will travel to all locations. B.S. in

Agronomy and Irrigation Engineering. Call:
(813) 924-8963.

RS
Mid Tenn Turf, Inc.

Services -
*Row Plant Sprigging *Broadcast Sprigging
*Sod ion *Hydro Seeding *Laser G

o
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*Complete Athletic Field Construction & Renovation

Sod Varieties -
Available in 16" x 24" Slab or 42" x 120’ Big Roll

*Blended Fescue *Vamont Bermuda
*419 Bermuda *Quickstand Bermuda
*Tifway |l Bermuda *Myer Zoysia

Sprigs available in all Bermudas and Zoysia
Manchester (615) 728-0583
Nashville (615) 254-4728
Fax (615) 728-0168 Toll Free 1-800-782-4083
4698 New Bushy Branch Rd.
Manchester, Tennessee 37355

ATTENTION: GOLF COURSE OWN-
ERS, OPERATORS, DEVELOPERS
AND ARCHITECTS

Now you have the best available people at
affordable prices. We will supply you the
people for all aspects of golf course con-
struction, turf grow-in, on site maintenance
training with certified golf course superin-
tendents anywhere in the world. We spe-
cialize in long and short term placement
with full insurance coverage worldwide.
Call or fax your project needs to:

Office: (714) 528-1185 ext. 27
or 45
Fax: (714) 524-7255
(714) 996-9387

GreensWay Golf Company
101 S. Kraemer Boulevard
Placentia, CA 92670

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

DISTRIBUTORS/REPRESENTATIVES

Young, expanding company with a unique
product line in the Green and Turf industry
looking for distributors/representatives in
open territories in Texas, lllinois, and east-
efn Missouri. Excellent profitable opportu-
nity to become a part of major international
company's marketing/distribution team.
Respond with resume to: Golf Course
News, Dept. A; 227 Second Ave. North;
St. Petersburg, FL 33701.

GOLF COURSE NEWS LIST RENTAL

A great opportunity for target marketing
important decision makers. Take advan-
tage of our exclusive and timely mailing list
as a great marketing tool. Call Mary
Anderson for details: (813) 898-7077.

LASER MEASURING

LASER MEASURING and
SPRINKLER YARDAGE MARKERS
We do it all. Laser measure & installation
(same day) of custom metal yardage
markers for all types of sprinkler heads.
Warranty included. Also tee to green mea-
surements, granite fairway markers. Sprin-
kler yardage markers may be purchased
separately. Contact Nick for samples &
references. Fairway Yardage Designs,

800-36-TAGIT. (368-2448)

GOLF COURSE
ACCESSORIES

CUSTOMIZED YARDAGE MARKERS

v Highest quality bronze markers for
tees, 100, 150 & 200; & cart paths
v Sprinkler head yardage tags to fit all
automatic systems
V' Yardage books — 1 & 4 color
vV Laser measure per USGA standards
For more information, references or
samples, contact:
From Tee to Green, Inc.
1707 Brandywine Trail
Ft. Wayne, IN 46845
(800) 932-5223

SAVE 40% OR MORE!
Buy personalized flags factory direct &
save 40% or more. Flagpoles, tee mark-
ers, etc. also available. Fast personalized
service guaranteed. Call toll free.
1-800-476-7005

FOUR SEASONS
GOLF COMPANY

P.O. Box 78011
Greensboro, NC 27427

INSIDE INFO

Get the jump on your competition by sub-
scribing to the Golf Course News Develop-
ment Letter which tracks golf course
projects under consideration across the
nation. This twice-monthly newsletter is
packed with news items detailing where
and when projects will be undertaken, and
by whom. Just $195 for a year's subscrip-
“tion. For more information, contact Editor
Peter Blais at 207-846-2295, ext.239.

Michigan project
Continued from page 9

The Little Traverse Conservancy,
for instance, was very helpful.”

Little Traverse helps organiza-
tions obtain land for public parks,
which Bay Harbor developers
have agreed to do, according to
Little Traverse Director Thomas
Bailey.

“They went to the local govern-
ment and state agencies, unrolled
their plans on the table and basi-
cally said, ‘Here’s what we want to
do. What do you think?’

“They asked for input and then
followed through with everyone’s
suggestions. So often, developers
GOLF COURSE NEWS

say they are going to do this and
that, but when it comes down to
details, they are very vague. David
Johnson and CMS were always
open with everyone.”

Bailey said he was also very
comfortable with Boyne'sinvolve-
ment, calling it one of the area’s
most successful resort operators.

“They are local folks who do
quality work,” he said.

The project was so well re-
ceived that no one responded
during the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers required comment pe-
riod, Kershner added.

“The Corps’ people said they
couldn’t remember that ever hap-
pening before,” he said.

The final two administrative
details were ironed out July 11.

First, the state approved final
closure plans for the plant and
agreed to indemnify developers
against any possible future law-
suits related to the closing,
Kershner said.

Second, the developers final-
ized the purchase of another 750
acres from plant owner Holnam
Inc., the largest cement manufac-
turer in the country, he added.

The course will work its way
over varied terrain. Seven holes
(one more than Pebble Beach,
Kershner said) will play along two
miles of shoreline. Another five
will work their way in and around

the former quarry. Several holes
will travel up and over covered
kiln dust piles as high as 150 feet,
while others meander through a
forested areacalled The Preserve.
Construction of The Coastal 9
was scheduled to begin in July
and open in early 1996. The
Quarry and The Preserve 9s will
open the following two years. All
27 holes will eventually be pri-
vate, although they will be open
to public play until a certain mem-
bership threshold is reached.
Hills was selected to design Bay
Harbor for several reasons,
Kershner said. Developers
wanted a widely known architect
because of the relatively isolated

location and the need to sell house
lots (25 have already been sold at
$500,000-plus each). Hills was
among a handful of designers
making that initial cut.

Hills was also a favorite of
CMS’s chairman, who is a mem-
ber of the Hills-designed Club at
Pelican Bay in Naples, Fla.,
Kershner said. Finally, Boyne is
building a Hills-designed course
and “it made a lot of sense to have
him work on this one while he
was in the area,” Kershner said

Ironically, Hills had visited the
site long before a course was
planned and felt it would make a
great location for a golf facility,
Kershner added.
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