
FROM m EDITOR 

Development Letter designed to fill a need 
One of the things I enjoy 

doing in this space is pointing 
out how far-flung, seemingly 
irrespective stories which 
appear in the current issue are 
actually connected by industry 
trends — some subtle, some not 
so subtle. Such is the case on 
pages 1, 3, 24, 30, 31, 34, 35 and 
54 this month. 

The aforementioned stories 
may seem disparate but, as 
some of our readers already 
know, they have everything to 
do wi th a n e w Golf Course News 
publication called the Develop-
ment Letter, a n e w s l e t t e r w h i c h 

tracks golf course 
projects from concep-
tion through gestation 
to their birth. 

T h e Development Let-
ter is designed to let 
builders, architects and 
their suppliers know 
exactly where the golf Hal Phillips, 
course projects are be- editor 
ing considered, and by whom. 
This is becoming increasingly 
important because the mini-boom 
is over. Projects aren't about to 
fall into anyone's lap these days. 

As the story on page 1 
indicates, National Golf Founda-

tion figures indicate a 
slow, steady dropoff in 
golf course openings 
over the next few 
years. Financing 
remains very hard to 
come by and this will 
be reflected in the 
number of golf 
courses christened 

during 1993,'94 and'95. 
Those involved with the 

construction of golf courses will 
have to scramble for business 
— some are already scrambling. 
W e bel ieve t h e Development 
Letter will aid the effort. 

Do they really have ears for hearing? 
Did you hear about Mack, the 

man who thought his wife was 
going deaf? 

While his wife sat at the 
kitchen table one day, Mack 
walked to the far side of the 
room, turned his back to her 
and said, "Can you hear me?" 

There was no reply, so he 
moved closer. "Can you hear 
me?" he repeated. 

Still no answer, so he walked 
right up to her back and asked 
clearly, "Can you hear me?" 

"For the third time, yes, I can 
hear you," his wife said. 

Mack's problem seems 
pervasive in society today. And 
I'm not saying I'm immune. This 
human "condition" keeps people 
apart and at odds. 

One group believes it 
hears perfectly, is to-
tally tuned into "the 
whole truth and noth-
ing but the truth," has 
its mind made up, 
thinks "the others" are 
deaf, yet itself refuses 
to hear opposing or al-
ternative ideas. 

Those on the other side of an 
issue are the same. Thus the twain 
shall never meet. 

This appears the case with 
golf course superintendents and 
extremists in the environmental 
movement. 

Even your proving a theory, 
exposing a misinterpretation, 
expounding on scientific data 
cannot turn the ear of some. 

Letters 

"Better to meet a 
bear robbed of her 
cubs than a fool in his 
folly," Proverbs 17:12 
tells us. 

A millenia or so 
after Solomon penned 
that statement, at a 
time when politics had 
become even more 

the shaper of culture, Henry 
Adams added a new dimension 
to this truth. He said: "Practical 
politics consists in ignoring 
facts."newsnewsFriends, believe 
this: There are many who do not 
want to have "ears to hear and 
eyes to see." 

They prefer blessed igno-
rance and a cause. 

Continued on page 42 

The front-page story jumps 
inside to page 31, where a 
similar article (on page 30) talks 
about prospects in the golf 
range and alternative facility 
m a r k e t p l a c e . T h e Development 
Letter will also track these 
projects because, as we learned 
at Golf Summit '92, these things 
are bonafide profit centers. The 
construction of golf ranges at 
existing 18-hole facilities, 
incidentally, is the fastest 
growing portion of this market. 

On page 3, a story details the 
possible settlement of the 
Michigan Homestead project 
which — like the Canadian 
Three Sisters project described 
on page 24 — has been slowed 
by nagging environmental 
c o n c e r n s . T h e Development 
Letter will routinely feature 
environmental news of note 
because anti-growth activism is 
a major hindrance to golf course 
construction — second only to 
the lending crisis. 

Sadly, we must also turn to 
pages 34 and 35, where the 
trusty course charts appear this 
month. Because the Develop-
ment Letter will i s s u e u p d a t e d 
charts every two weeks, these 
c h a r t s will a p p e a r in Golf Course 
News only on a quarterly basis. 
T h e twice-month ly Development 
Letter charts will be bigger and 
better — complete with more 
thorough contact information, 
i.e. more timely entries, better 
project descriptions and phone 

Continued on page 12 

EUROPEAN VISION LACKING 
To the editor: 
Congratulations for your guest 

commentary by Ronald Fream: 
"European development lacks 
long-term focus," in the Novem-
ber issue. He touched on several 
habitual problems which seem to 
be plaguing the European mar-
ket. Most notably an absence of 
vision on the part of developers. 
As a previous resident and golf 
course superintendent in Europe, 
I couldn't agree more with Mr. 
Fream's analysis. 

What Mr. Fream failed to note 
sufficiently, however, is the de-
gree to which Americans are cul-
pable in the creation and perpetu-
ation of these problems. We as 
Americans have an inane belief 
that every country wants to be 
like America. We assume every-
one speaks American and that 
they don't care if we naively launch 
into a narrative in English . . .be-
cause of course, everyone wants 
to speak English. 

Accordingly, we assume that 
Europeans want American-style 
golf courses. Yet we don't stop to 
contemplate all the socio-eco-
nomic factors involved. In France, 
for instance, golf is very much the 
game of the upper-class, virtually 
inaccessible to the average citi-
zen. In fact, contrary to popular 
opinion, the average French per-
son could care less about golf. It 

follows then, that very few public 
courses are built. Without public 
courses to take the game to the 
masses, the game has no chance 
to develop and flourish. So here 
we find ourselves building exclu-
sive, high-profile, private golf 
courses, constructed to American 
standards. Virtually unsustainable 
(and unmaintainable) from an 
economic standpoint, they stand 
little chance of survival. Hence 
this contributes to the stagnation 
of the game. 

I witnessed more than one 
project doomed to oblivion by poor 
planning, bad advice, lack of suffi-
cient forethought, and uncompro-
mising architects possessing an 
infatuation with name-making. 
Still Americans are trying to force 
feed high maintenance designs to 
ravenous Europeans. 

Mr. Fream noted the impor-
tance of using financial realism in 
the planning design and how it 
effects long-term maintenance. 
Bravo! Ron. I have seen Mr. 
Fream's work in France firsthand, 
and he has perhaps the best grasp 
for this long-range vision. He is to 
be commended on his desire for 
quality while maintaining some 
sense of the economic impact of 
the design. 

Some clients admittedly de-
mand U.S.-style courses at what-
ever cost. But a certain responsi-
bility rests with the architect/ 

consultant to explain in depth the 
consequences of such impetuous 
behavior, even at the cost of for-
feiting that "name golf course." 
Financial stability and longevity 
will benefit the architect, client, 
and the game of golf. 

Steven M. Cook 
Golf Course Superintendent 

Wakonda Club 
1400 Park Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 

TOP 10 ANNOYANCES 
To the editor: 
Golfers are a funny lot. And 

sometimes they can really test 
your nerves. Not that I'm com-
plaining! After all, I'm a golfer 
myself, and the game of golf is the 
source of my bread and butter 
(and sometimes laughter). 

Since spending my teen-age 
years and present adulthood as a 
greenskeeper, I have noticed that 
there are certain questions and 
comments that consistently come 
from the mouths of players. 

And you know what? I'm get-
ting tired of hearing them. 

Here they are: 
The Top Ten Worst Questions 

and 
"Humorous" Quotes from Golf-

ers 
1. When moving the tee mark-

ers: "Just a little closer to the hole, 
fella." 

2. When the crew is working in 

the sandtraps, and a golfer's ball 
happens to land in it: "Why didn't 
you just kick it out?" 

3. 'These greens don't hold very 
well," says this one guy after hit-
ting a low 1-iron into the green 
from about 250 yards out. He was 
a 21-handicapper. 

4. After putting the buckets of 
drinking water out for the day: 
"You've got vodka in those 
things?" 

5. After changing the cups, a 
golfer's ball dribbles on the green, 
and the guy points to his ball 
(which happens to be three inches 
from the old cup, and 50 feet away 
from the fresh one) and says, 
"Why didn't you leave it here?" 

6. Another time while changing 
the cups: "You should make a trench 
that begins at the edge of the green 
and narrows down toward the cup." 
(I almost like that idea). 

7. "Oopps! Sorry, I didn't think 
I actually came this close to hit-
ting you," while picking the ball 
out of the grass bucket on the 
greensmower. 

8. "What are those white stakes 
for?" 

9. "These greens are slow," 
when the golfer has a bad day. 

10. "You guys really have the 
course in great shape," when the 
golfer has an unusually good day. 

Donald G. Urso 
Pond View Golf Course 

Westerly, R.I. 
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