DEVELOPMENT

Hills: Golf popularity increases need for practice facilities

Practice facilities are taking the
pressure off golf courses by pro-
viding areas for golfers to improve
their shot-making and for begin-
ners to learn the game, according
to Arthur Hills, president of the
American Society of Golf Course
Architects.

“Golfers who can’t get a tee
time can work on their game at
practice facilities, which are usu-
ally more accessible than golf
courses,” said Hills. “In addition,
golfers who don’t have the time to
play an entire round can practice
putting, driving and many other
shots even if they have less than
an hour to spare.”

Training centers provide an ex-
cellent opportunity for new play-
ers to learn the game in a relaxed
environment.

“Practice facilities allow begin-
ner golfers to learn and enjoy the
game without the pressure of play-
ing on the course,” he said. “New
participants also can learn the eti-
quette and rules of the game, which
will make for a more enjoyable ex-
perience once they actually play a
round on a regulation course.”

DESIGN TRENDS

There are several types of prac-
tice facilities, including stand-
alone driving ranges, extra holes
on golf courses, and deluxe train-
ing centers that feature driving
ranges, putting areas and bun-
kers. Upscale practice facilities
often include such features as
large practice tee areas, target
greens, lesson tees and practice
bunkers that should be consid-
ered independently and collec-
tively when designing the project.

Large practice tee areas allow
the golf course superintendent
and golf professional to distribute
wear over a larger area. Teeing
areas are often one-half to one
acre in overall surface area.

Target greens at designated dis-
tances from the teeing area are
becoming more common. The
greens help concentrate golf balls
in the middle portions of the facil-
ity by providing the golfer with a
visual target similar to those found
on the golf course. Aesthetically,
the greens can be dressed up with
mound work and sometimes even
sand bunkers.

Lesson tees are often designed
as separate teeing areas at the end
of the practice range or at the sides
ofthe teeing area. If the lesson tees
are located at the end of the range,
an adequate buffer distance of ap-
proximately 350 yards (or greater)
must be implemented.

Practice bunkers and practice
greensare often implemented into
designs by the golf course archi-
tect. Practice greens should be of
ample size; 10,000 square feet plus
is typically a desired surface area
which allows for a variety of cup
settings.

FACILITIES ADD VALUE
Practice facilities builtin conjunc-
tion with golf courses help golfers
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develop skills, while providing an
excellent location for testing new
equipment before purchase.

In addition, these facilities of-
fer an excellent source of revenue
for golf courses.

“The additional revenue gener-
ated through lessons and from the
driving range can be used for capi-
tal improvements to the course,”
said Hills. “This helps keep it in
good condition for the players.”

Anotheradvantage of on-course
facilities is that they provide a

preview of the course.

“They offer a great way to warm
upand groove the swing, especially
for a player who might only play
once every few weeks,” said Hills,
who believes training centers help
speed play by developing better
players. “Developing better golfers
results in faster rounds, less wait-
ing and increased revenues.”

RANGES/LEARNING CENTERS
Driving ranges are usually free-
standing, commercial facilities that

provide many of the same benefits
as practice facilities on golf courses.

A typical driving range has 40
to 100 tees, requires approxi-
mately 15 to 20 acres of land and
can accommodate hundreds of
golfers each hour.

Taking the driving range con-
cept a step further, learning cen-
ters offer golfers the opportunity
to work on a variety of shots. As
an example of an elaborate learn-
ing center, Hills cited the Man-O-
War Golf Center in Lexington, Ky.
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Whether you’re a greenskeeper
with 18 holes of turf problems, or a
lawn maintenance company with
dozens of critics and second-guessers,
Turfcide® Terraclor® and Terrazole® are
effective preventive medicine for fungal
disease problems.

Turfcide®10G and Terraclor®*75WP
protect against a broad spectrum of
soil-borne diseases such as brown patch
®TURFCIDE, TERRACLOR and TERRAZOLE are registered
trademarks of Uniroyal Chemical Company, Inc

SUniroyal Chemical Company, 1991
Always read and follow label directions

“The 30-acre project is designed
to enable a golfer to work on every
aspect of the game by providing a
variety of shot-making challenges,”
said Hills. “It features a three-tiered
driving range, chipping area, put-
ting green, realistic target greens
and golf-swing video analysis.”

Practice facilities often include
a separate green to practice chip-
ping and bunker shots. Many are
designed with bunkers enabling
golfersto practice using their sand
wedge.

leaf spot and common snow molds.
Terrazole®35WP offers both protec-

tion and eradication of Pythium on

newly seeded or established turf areas

and greens.

So this year give your turf a shot of
the preventive medicine that keeps
grass healthy. Get the three T’s from
Uniroyal Chemical. Ask your chemical
distributor for more information.

AR
UNIROYAL
CHEMICAL

SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

CIRCLE #134

S Worker Satety

Respons1ble





