Muirhead busy in Asia

To the editor:

It was great to see the series of articles on golf
inAsiainyourrecentissue. Itwasalsowonderful
to see the article about our Korean project, Long
Lake Hill Country Club, on page 32.

We at Desmond Muirhead Inc. find it hard to
imagine how, after having an article on page 32
about our project in Korea, we are not listed on
the Asian golf course list on page 40. In addition
to Korea, we have other golf courses under
contract in Asia (two in Guam, one in Jakarta,
Indonesia; sevenin Japan; one in Korea; and one
in Bang Chang, Thailand.

Best regards

Douglas Nickels
Desmond Muirhead, Inc.
San Francisco

Japanbashing?

To the editor:
We are becoming increasingly concerned with
a trend we perceive in the editorial outlook at
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Golf Course News. Namely, that there is at best
a provincial attitude about golf being strictly an
American game and, atworst, a prejudice against
Japanese-owned manufacturers of golf equip-
ment and golf course facilities.

Inthe Marchissue of your magazine, anarticle
entitled “Suppliers see boom in Southeast Asia”
and written by Bob Spiwak quoted Frank Dolan
of golf car maker E-Z-Go, who expressed unhap-
piness over alleged inducements the state of
Georgia offered Yamaha to build our factory
there. The writer further quoted Mr. Dolan as
saying that no welding, no molding and no de-
signing of Yamaha golf cars takes place in the
United States.

These statements are incorrect. No attempt
was made to confirm or clarify any of these issues
with Yamaha. In fact, Yamaha golf cars are made
onlyinthe U.S. at our state-of-the-art manufactur-
ing facility in Newnan.

The plant, managed by Americans, represents
the company’s commitment to the nation’s golf
industry, and our golf cars are exported to many
other countries worldwide from this Georgia
facility.

Although Yamaha’s gas engine is made in
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“We've conducted a thorough study, and it's our opinion that you forgot to irrigate.”

Japan, it’s fair to point out that both E-Z-Go and
Club Car vehicles also are powered by engines
produced in Japan and imported to the U.S. In
fact, more and more U.S. companies are relying
on components from overseas, while at the
same time U.S. exports have reached record
highs. Our economic future depends upon a
strong world economic base.

In the April issue of Golf Course News, which
ironically included a significant section on de-
velopments in the Asian golf market, a cartoon
depicts the Japanese flag as a flag marking a golf
hole, while the caption refers to the flags being
a concession to obtain financing which one
must assume is from Japan. Why the satire?

On the contrary, Japanese investments are
improving golf in the United States. A case in
point is venerable Pebble Beach, now enjoying
the benefits of extensive Japanese-funded refur-
bishment to be ready for the U.S. Open, despite
severe losses by now former owner Minoru
Isutani.

In a macro sense, non-U.S. companies have
been contributing to the betterment of the game
of golf for many years, improving clubs and
other equipment.

Golfisaworld-class sportand amajorindustry
in the global economy. We think your readers
deserve well-rounded, unbiased reporting that
will help them make important decisions that
affect their courses and careers.

It is, after all, a small world. Too small, we
think, for your magazine to promote misguided
nationalistic feelings which might prevent golf
industry professionals from selecting products
and services on their merits, rather than based
on who provides them or where they'’re from.

I would imagine the U.S. architects listed on
page 40 of your April issue are pleased with the
professional opportunities associated with the
growth of golf in Asia!

As an advertiser, we have seen the benefit of
Golf Course News to our present and prospective
customers.

We sincerely hope that our perceptions of
inequality in your magazine’s focus are the re-
sult only of a temporary loss of perspective that
may easily be rectified, and not evidence of any
deep-seated prejudice.

Sincerely,

Joseph J. Stahl, vice president
Golf Car Division

Yamaha Motor Corp.
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VERTI-DRAIN®
PEDESTRIAN MODEL

New walk-behind
aerator goes 6"

deep and shatters
the soil.

Solve your compaction problems with this
easy-to-use, maneuverable new self-powered
aerator. Perfect for hard to reach areas or small
problem areas—lawns, tennis courts, sports
fields, golf greens and recreational areas. The
compact Pedestrian features solid or hollow tines.
Verti-Drain’s patented soil lifting/shattering
action results in deeper rooting of grasses,
better overall drainage and turf that can with-
stand stress.

Tested and marketed worldwide Verti-Drain is
the name to depend on. Write for free literature
and the name of a dealer near you.

SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER
$7495%

VERTI-DRAIN°®

Works like a pitchfork, only better.
Emrex, Inc., Hilltop Drive, RR#3, P.O. Box 76
Tunkhannock, PA 18657
(717) 836-3406

environment.

between the two steel tanks.

feature a UL-142 tested tank and comply with the
1991 Uniform Fire Code and NFPA-30. Sizes range
from 250 to 6000 gallons.

For information, call Lube Cube at 800 777-2823.

Environmental
protection you

If you're concerned about the impact fuel storage can have on
the environment, look at the above ground advantages of Lube
Cube Vault tanks. Lube Cube Vaults provide safe storage for
flammable and combustible liquids, and are also safe for the

Lube Cube Vaults feature built-in fluid secondary con-
tainment and sit on 2" supports to allow visual inspection.
Thermal protection is provided by a six inch concrete vault

Lube Cube Vaults provide a two-hour fire barrier and are
designed to withstand natural disasters. Lube Cube Vaults

* WEIGHT 34 LBS

CUTTING SYSTEM

(ENGINE ONLY)

CIRCLE #107

Flymo,

GCT 20 GOLF COURSE TRIM
* 20 INCH CUTTING WIDTH

* NEW REINFORCED DECK DESIGN
* PATENTED & PROVEN SAFETY

* 98cc/2 STROKE/4200 RPM
POWERFUL JLO ENGINE

* COMPLETELY REBUILDABLE
* 1 YEAR COMMERCIAL WARRANTY

PRECISION
SMALL ENGINE CO.
OMPANO BEACH, FLORIDA
(305) 974-1960 OR 1-800-345-1960

REPS WANTED

CIRCLE #108

CIRCLE #109
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