LETTERS

Architects Society does have standards, but not as rigorous as others

To the editor

Inthe May issue of Golf Course News, 1 am
quoted as saying ... “professional standards
are neither required by the industry nor of-
fered by some individuals and companies.”

This statement does not properly reflect
what [ said to Frances Trimble, the author,
but I can easily see how my comments might
have been taken out of context in an honest
effort to shorten the article.

Itis my understanding (and I don’t know
the facts, since I resigned many years ago)
that the American Society of Golf Course
Architects does require a prospective mem-
ber to attend three annual meetings, take
some sort of test (which might or might not
begraded), and work under amember of the

society for a certain number of years before
being admitted.

I'm not sure that “being admitted” is the
same thing as “being qualified to practice.”
But there are some sort of standards for the
industry. So I do not want to appear to do the
industry a disservice.

My comments during the interview
were that the industry does not require the
samerigorouseducational standardsrequired
of engineers (and I happen to be one), ar-
chitects, doctors or lawyers before the indi-
vidual can claim he is a professional in the
field.

Some individuals represent themselves as
professionals without even the ASGCA re-
quirements, and some do not offer the client

sufficient plans and specifications to obtain
reasonable bids. In my opinion, the industry
— from a professional and ethical standpoint
— is lamentable and needs to be put on a
sounder, more acceptable basis.

Those calling themselves “golf course ar-
chitects” should have at least three years of
college engineering or three years of land-
scape architecture, plus a year of civil engi-
neering, plus at least one year of agronomy
specializing in grasses and turf. It helps to be
able to shoot in the 70s, but it is not critical if
one doesn't.

I hope this clarifies my position.
Sincerely,
Joseph S. Finger, P. E.
Kerrville, Texas
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greenkeeping. Then Course C came along
with even better grounds. Course A and
Course B members took note and...

So here we are in this state of scientific
research. Swiss authorMax Frisch once said:
“Technology. The knack of so arranging the
world that we don’t have to experience it.”
Architect Pete Dye alludesto our golf courses
as being maintained like billiard tables. Are
we experiencing the world on these courses?

Whatever does happen and whichever re-
searchers find grand solutions to turf problems,
pray this, will you? That academician Alan Val-
entine is not proven right. He said, “Whenever
science makes a discovery, the devil grabs it
whiletheangelsare debating the bestway touse
it.”

WE FIX BARE SPOTS
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OUR PAVERS PROTECT GRASS FROM TRAFFIC

Soft pavers withstand
spike wear and work well
beside tees and ball washers.
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Hard pavers withstand vehicle
traffic and work well beside or
at the end of existing cart paths.

CALL US FOR FREE SAMPLES

GOLF 2000™ CORPORATION
9841 Hibert Street, San Diego, CA 92131

Use touchtone phone. Call Toll Free
1-800-824-9029 / Wait for tone 753
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FREE SAMPLE OFFER !

The Accuform Sand Trap Rake has become the
preferred choice at prestigious golf courses across

North America.

Just a few of the many courses currently using the Accuform Sand Trap Rake are: Pinehurst National,
Oak Hill, Arrowhead, Kemper Lakes, Muirfield Village, The National, Devil's Pulpit, The Olympic Club,
Grand Cypress, Cog Hill, Westchester, Hazeltine National, as well as over 25 PGA Tour Courses.

ACCUFORM

76 Fordhouse Blvd., Toronto CANADA M8Z 5X7

(416) 259-3259 / 1-800-668-7873

For your NO HASSLE, NO OBLIGATION,
ABSOLUTELY FREE sample call

"~ TOLL FREE 1-800-668-7873.

Once you try it, you will understand why
The Accuform Sand Trap Rake is the rake everyone is talking about.
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“Like a shot

of Vitamins
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~ Iron and micronutrient deficient
turf and ornamentals respond
quickly to MultiGreen II. Iron,
zine, copper and manganese are
chelated in natural sugars which
prevents chemical reaction with
soil and keeps the micronutrients
available for maximum plant
uptake. Nothing improves root
growth, color and stress tolerance
more.

MultiGreen II tank mixes with
many pesticides for beneficial
results. Its natural spreader sticker
properties enhance the results of
many chemicals while providing
all the micronutrients needed for
the healthiest possible turf and
ornamentals. And all this without
burning the foliage.

Regal Chemical Company
.O. Box 900
Alpharetta, Georgia 30239
Phone: 404-475-4837
1-800-621-5208
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