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England’s Arthur speaks out

To the Editor:

In an article in the September
issue of Golf Course News, a Bradley
S.Klein, whoyou stateisafreelance
writer, claims that in the mid-1980s,
“several inland superintendentslost
their fairways and their jobs as a
result of following my advice.”

Thisistotally untrue. Ifully admit
that many greenkeepers and golf
clubshaveindeed claimed that they
were following my advice and
methods when in fact they were
not; but those who have followed
my advice and sensibly imple-
mented a program which involves
the education of their club officials
and members, have achieved ex-
cellent results and none has ever
lost his job. In fact, even where
over-enthusiasticimplementationin
too short a time resulted in some-
what traumatic course conditions
(which is not my policy) and
greenkeepers were under threat,
they could and did rely on my help
to find them more congenial posts.
In fact many of the top posts in
British greenkeeping today are
filled by highly respected head men
asa direct result of my recommen-
dations to their prospective em-
ployers, and who are my personal
friends.

You should also know that I did
not and do not claim to have “in-
vented” the policy of minimal fer-
tilizer (nitrogen only) and controlled
irrigation. I have not, neither do
those who follow this policy, ever
say “no fertilizer and no water.” Of
course different advice is given to
different courses in different eco-
logical environments.

In an adjacent column you de-
scribe the fertilizer mix used at
Fraserburgh by Gordon Moir. This
is almost exactly the same as is

used on all the courses, from fa-
mous championship links to small
town courses, following this policy
whether advised by the S.T.R.L
Agronomists or myself. It is in fact
the published policy of the Sports
Turf Research Institute.

I have been preaching this logi-
caland sensible gospel forwell over
40 years — I did not invent it. You
seem to imply I am or was some
come-day, go-day character. You
do not seem to realize that I was for
18 years responsible for the condi-
tion of all the courses on which the
Royal and Ancient staged their
Championshipsincluding ofcourse
The Open — as their consultant
agronomist.

Clearly you do not know that I
was responsible for advising over
550 golf clubs in Europe as well as
the U.K. I am both qualified, with a
degreein agricultural botany dating
back to the days when degrees
meant something more than they
do today and also the most experi-
enced agronomist in the U.K. I was
trained starting over 50 years ago
by some of this country’s leading
botanists and golf course manage-
ment is a study of botany not
chemistry.

You do not apparently know that
I was co-author of “The Way For-
ward” asafounder memberofthe R
& A’s Greenkeeping Panel (ofwhich
I am still an active member) which
document is the basis of the so-
called revolution in golf today re-
ferred to by Mr. Klein. You should
know that I enjoy the confidence
not only of the R & A and the Re-
search Station (S.T.R.I.) but also of
the USGA Green Section.

Letme makeitvery clear thatthe
prevalence of poaannuaon so many
British courses (which I found ech-

oed on many temperate zone U.S.
courses) is a direct result of gross
overfeeding and overwatering in a
frenzied chase for color which too
many golfers equate with quality.
Ask Al Radko - ever to be respected
for his comments that “Green is not
Great”!

J.H. Arthur

East Devon

England

Editor’s note: J.H. Arthur is
without doubt one of Britain’s
most respected agronomists. His
distinguished work through the
Royal and Ancient Golf Club has
greatly advanced turf manage-
ment, and he has championed the
cause of classical linksland turf.

As one of nine co-authors of the
pathbreaking R&A Greenkeeping
Panel report, “The Way Forward,”
he has contributed to much cre-
ative thinking in British golf
course maintenance. He enjoys,
and deserves, the confidence of
prominent golf associations and
turf specialists on both sides of
the Atlantic.

Bradley S. Klein's article in the
September issue of Golf Course
News makes clear that British golf
course superintendents are en-
gaged in a controversy regarding
the appropriate model for turf
management. Such alively debate
is a sign of vitality in the industry.

Asaprominentvoiceinthefield,
Arthur holds strong views on (to
quote Klein) “the smallest
amounts of water and fertilizer
needed.” The article never claims
that Arthur “invented” this policy,
nor that he ever advocated “no
fertilizer and no water.”

Indeed, the major point of the
article is that Arthur’s position
represents a return to traditional
greenkeeping values. Arthur’s
ideas are certainly important and
highly regarded. However, they
are by no means universally ac-
cepted.

As Arthur himself acknowl-
edges, a number of superinten-
dents found themselvesin trouble

with their clubs when they began
implementing what they claimed
or understood to be his mainte-
nance program. There are legiti-
mate grounds for debating
whether such failures came about
through bad luck, individual error
on the part of superintendents,
“over-enthusiastic implementa-
tion” of a sound plan, or carrying
outaprogram that was simply not
appropriate for local conditions.

The fact remains, as Arthur
himself acknowledges, that in a
few cases the results were
“somewhat traumatic” and su-
perintendents were held ac-
countable, to the point where they
began looking elsewhere for
work.

Thereis much meritin Arthur’s
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views on greens maintenance, and
no one can dispute the consider-
able success his programs have
enjoyed. His expertise and the
forthrightness and consistency
with which he has advocated his
views are acknowledged by ev-
eryone in the profession.

Letters
welcomed

We hope our readers feel
free to write letters to the edi-
torconcerning storieswe have
published, or issues concern-
ing the golf course industry.

Just address them to:
Letters, Golf Course News,
P.O. Box 997, Yarmouth,
Maine 04096.
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Best Top Dressing Sands.

The competition’s
talking about

With good reason. Best Bunker Sand supports the
ball with a firmer base to minimize "fried egg" lie, plus:

 Off-white color to reduce glare

grain shape conforms to bunker sides
* Drains quickly; traps the ball, not the rain

* Non-crusting surface for less raking

Call today at 1 (800) 237-4986.
With Best Sand, one good lie leads to another.

Available Nationwide and in Canada.

Ask about Best Construction Gravels and
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11830 Ravenna Road, State Route 44, P.O. Box 87, Chardon, Ohio 44024
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R & SONS

INCORPORATED

specializing in
Complete Turnkey Golf Course Construction
and Renovations

Building Across the United States
Since 1954

Contact Chris Nelson

P.O. Box 1987, Ft. Pierce, FL 34954
Tel: (407) 461-8345

Fax: (407) 461-8039

priced. They will put more communicating power where you
need it the most.

MOTOROLA radios deliver years of dependable trouble-free
performance no matter where you use them. Indoors or out,
the field proven quality of MOTOROLA can help make sure you
are clearly understood.

Clearly Affordable
Two-Way Radios
By Motorola Radius
| Sork foc. ron. RADIUS twooway tadiss are artbriiiy :

®m Low Cost: Radios Start at $235.00
® Up to Three-Year Warranty
# Immediate Delivery

For more information in regard to the RADIUS line, or to take advantage
of our trial offer, please call our nationwide toll-free number: 1-800-527-1670. I

*Actual trade-in allowance depends on make and model of unit being traded in

Page-Com, Inc. 10935 Alder Circle, Dallas, Texas 75238 1-800-527-1670

® Trade-Ins Accepted
® Free Two-Week Trial
® Variable Power Models Available
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