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Pines, Palms, and Penncross 

A 
Bent Pine Golf Club 

Vero Beach 

BY JOEL D. JACKSON, CGCS 
In the late 1970s several farsighted members of the John's Island 

Club in Vero Beach realized that the continued growth of their 
community would create overcrowding on their courses. They 
seized the opportunity to purchase and develop a tract of land just 
west of town. Their vision became a reality when the Indian River 
Country Club opened in 1978. A few years later the named changed 
to the current Bent Pine Golf Club. 



Number 15 

Year-round bentgrass putting surface 
over a Tifdwarf bermuda base 

Continued from previous page 
The club is situated on the western flank of the great sand ridge that runs 

along Florida's east coast. This ridge is home to other well-known area courses 
like John's Island West, Hawks Nest, and Sandridge GC that lie just to the 
north and east of Bent Pine. The native vegetation ranges from pines and 
palmetto woods on the east side to a prairie/floodplain dotted with cabbage 
palms and wax myrtles to the west. Indian River citrus groves and CI BA's Vero 
Beach Research Center can be found north and west of the property. 

The Bent Pine Golf Club falls into that group of private clubs that maintain 
a year-round bentgrass putting surface over a Tifdwarf bermuda base. 

"June is the worst month for us," says superintendent, Scott Bell, "I tell the 
members that June is a great month to take a trip! Almost 90 per cent of the 
membership is gone by then anyhow. 

"A busy day for us in the summer months is maybe 20 to 30 players. They 
know our post-season renovation is always the first week in June. That signals 
the time when we tend to lose patches of bentgrass on five or six of our greens. 

Bent Pine 
Golf Club 

PHOTOS BY DAN Z E L A Z E K 
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The Natural Solution 

Agri-Gro of Florida, Inc. introduces Turf Formula, 
"The Natural Solution" for quality Turf grass maintenance. 
Florida golf course superintendents are experiencing the 
following benefits of Turf Formula: 

1. Increased Soil Microbial Activity 
2. Increased Root Mass and Root Penetration 
3. Helps Eliminate Algae on Greens 
4. Increased Aerobic Bacteria, a Natural Predator to 

Nematode Eggs 
5. Increased Water Penetration and Percolation 
6. Aids in the Decomposition of Thatch 

Turf Formula is a non-toxic and environmentally safe product 
which contains stabilized micro-organisms from the following 
genera: Azotobacter, Bacillus and Clostridium. 

Turf Formula is a premium soil amendment and bio-catalyst with 
a four year shelf life. 

For information and product availability: 

GOLF VENTURES 
2101 East Edgewood Dr. 
Lakeland, Florida 33803 

1-800-330-8874 
(813) 665-5800 

Fax (813) 667-0888 

UNITED HORTICULTURAL SUPPLY 
3632 Queen Palm Dr., Suite 306 

Tampa, Florida 33619 

1-800-457- 0415 
(813) 628-0496 

Fax (813) 664-0371 

VAN WATERS & ROGERS, INC. 
4240 L B. McLeod Rd. 
Orlando, Florida 32811 

1-800-826-2611 
(407) 843-2611 

Fax (407) 649-8433 

LIQUID AG SYSTEMS, INC. 
5610 N.W. 12th Ave. Suite 211 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33309 

1-800-884-6942 
1-305 -776-2288 

Fax (305) 776-6942 



'The greens that are out in 
the open are quite healthy' 

Number 14 from green to tee. 

The other 12 greens are pretty good all summer!" 
Why try to keep the bentgrass all year? 
Scott explains, "It dawned on me one summer a few years ago when Tim 

Hiers declared he had finally gotten all of the bentgrass overseeding out of his 
John's Island greens. It was August. I said,4 Tim that's great, but you're going 
to be overseeding again in a month and a half.' That's when we decided to see 
if we could maintain the bent all year long." 

"These are not USGA greens but they were rebuilt in 1986 with 18 inches 
of 90-10 soil mix. The problem greens are the ones nestled in pockets in the 
trees which results in poor air circulation. We are going to try a couple of fans 
on the worst ones to see if they help prevent unwanted transition. 

"The greens that are out in the open are quite healthy. The only other major 
problem in the summer is brown patch disease. I have been very happy with 
the control provided by a 16:1 mix of Daconil to Rubigan. We have also used 
Prostar 80 with good results. 

"Contrary to popular belief we do not raise our height of cut very much in 
the summer. I feel the taller cut creates a micro-climate more conducive to 
disease than the shorter cut. 

"We do back off on mowing frequency on the problem greens until the 
underlying host bermuda has re-established itself. That is the most trying time 
for me. No superintendent likes to see bare spots on his greens, but the 

"Contrary to 
popular belief 
we do not raise 

our height of cut 
very much in the 

summer. I feel 
the taller cut 

creates a micro-
climate more 
conducive to 

disease than the 
shorter cut..." 



COMPUTER-EXACT CUSTOM MIXES. 
EVERY ORDER. EVERY TIME. 

Every order received by 
Golf Agronomics is 
prepared in our fully 

computerized machine. 
Double screening capabilities 
ensure that your first mix 
portion is the same as your last. 

Golf Agronomics meets all 
your top dressing needs with its 
ability to customize your mix 
with a variety of soil 

amendments including: 
Dolomite, Hi-Cal, Wetting 
Agents, Charcoal, Humic Acid, 
Minor Elements, Rock 
Phosphate, Gypsum. 

Golf Agronomics donates a 
% of every ton of top dressing 
sold to the FGCSA.1994's 
donation will exceed $4000. 
Our sincere thanks to all of 
our customers. 

Golf 
Agronomics 
Supply & 
Handling 

(800) 626-1359 
(407) 969-2563 Fax 
P.O. Box 3455 
Boynton Beach, FL 33424 

Nutri-Turf, Inc. 
ONE OF THE ANHEUSER-BUSCH COMPANIES 

16163 LEM TURNER ROAD 
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32218 

(904)764-7100 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-329-TURF 

SPECIALIZING IN BERMUDAGRASS 
• GOLF COURSE QUALITY 
• ATHLETIC FIELDS 
• COMMERCIAL GRADE FOR HIGHWAYS AND 

EROSION CONTROL 

A COMMITMENT TO QUALITY 
• PLANTING SERVICES AVAILABLE 
• CUSTOM SOD INSTALLATION 
• "BIG ROLL" SOD FOR FAST, ECONOMICAL 

INSTALLATION 



"Like the other clubs that 
manage bentgrass, we have a 
special set of circumstances 

agreed upon by the 
members. 

members are very supportive and they 
appreciate the eight months of bentgrass 
greens that we produce for them." 

Scott's fertility program is a recipe of 
spoon feeding that he has found to be 
quite successful even if it is labor inten-
sive. 

"We only apply granular fertilizer to 
the greens twice a year. We use Ringer's at 
1 pound of nitrogen per thousand square 
feet. Every two weeks we apply a com-
plete liquid fertilizer, Envirogreen, and 
on the off weeks we apply a low nitrogen 
high potassium liquid or a minors blend, 
usually with iron or manganese. The to-
tal nitrogen for the month will only run 
between 1/8 to 1/4 pound per thousand 
square feet during the peak bentgrass 
season." 

"Like the other clubs that manage 
bentgrass, we have a special set of cir-
cumstances agreed upon by the mem-
bers. They know we will have to endure a 
certain amount of transition in June and 
July, but again most of the members are 

gone. Bentgrass greens in Florida are not 
a reality for clubs with high-volume, year-
round play!" 

Scott acknowledges that other south-
ern or Sunbelt states have bentgrass 
greens. Why then does Florida seem to 
struggle more with bentgrass? 

"I firmly believe the unique difference 
is our latitude and the effect of the sun's 
angle, Scott explains. "We are exposed to 

more relentless heat and humidity all 
summer than other locations. Other ar-
eas of the country do get hot and humid, 
but not for the same lengths of time. Our 
relationship to the equator guarantees 
our weather pretty much all summer!" 

Forgetting the bentgrass for a mo-
ment, Scott and crew face the usual chal-
lenges of maintaining a golf course dur-
ing a wet summer. 

Predictable Results. 
In managing golf course turf, it's what matters most. 
As specialists in turf care, we look long and hard for 
products that are truly superior before we present them 
to you. We insist manufacturers prove their claims in the 
lab and the field, because we're committed to your 
results - on your course and for your bottom line. Call. 
Let us demonstrate the terrific results you'll get with 
these technically superior products. 

AXiS 
Amends soil to give you more leeway 
managing the crucial air/water balance 
in root zones. Aerify, rototill, topdress. 
More porous than clay-based 
amendments. Does not compact. 
Proven effective in USCA greens. 

The most effective 
wetting agent known 
to science (that you 

can afford). Proven safe. Decrease pesticide use while 
increasing effect. Save 40% or more on soil conditioning. 
Affordable dew control. 

AGRO-TECH Inc. 
PLAINSBORO, NJ 

1-800-2 70-TURF 
Available in Florida from: • GO-FOR SUPPLY 1-800-475-7081 

• DICK BLAKE 407-736-7051 

CHEMICAL CO. INC. 
P.O. BOX 18101 

TAMPA, FL 33679 

CALL COLLECT: 
813-839-3363 

STUART COHEN 
EAST FLA. 

RUSS VARNEY 
WEST FLA. 



FOR YEARS THE REST SOURCE FOR 
TURF CHEMICALS HAS REEN RIGHT 

UNDER YOUR 
NOSE. 

•Tampa - Susan Zeigler 
813-671-2071 /800-282-5388 

•Ft. Myers - Jim Dur lach 
813-693-1919 / 800-922-4260 

Serving Florida From: 

Jacksonville - Pete Elbert 
904-781-1634 / 800-356-9964 

Orlando - Jim Watson 
407-843-2611 / 800-826-2611 

Delray Beach - Hal Porcher 
407-243-0001 / 800-251-3334 

Pompano Beach - Hal Porcher 
305-970-0535 / 800-654-2015 

Miami - Ralph Archer & Gabe Centeno 
305-883-9514 / 800-432-8717 

Professional Products For The Turf Industry 

mm 
Van Waters & Rogers Inc. 

subsidiary of UniVar 
TiJtiene Service lb 6wt Otdy 



Number 8. 

The Bent 
Pine course 
has very 
few exotic 
plants or 
annuals 

"It has rained every day since last Fri-
day," he says with a shrug, "It's really 

difficult getting through some of 
the fairways. We also have large 
rough areas to maintain. 

"On some days, we may have 
as many as five people mowing 
the bermuda and bahaia roughs. 
Last night we didn't get a lot of 
rain, but we had a pretty good 
windstorm as you will see. We 
only lost one tree, but we will 
have lots of pine needles to clean 
up before we can mow. 

"You know what pine needles 
can do to those reel mower bear-
ings!" 

"We have begun a program to 
prevent pine tree decline which 
can be a problem on golf courses. 
We have created pine straw beds 
under groups of trees and around 
individual trees to help keep the 
pH more acidic, which they pre-
fer. 

It also keeps traffic off the 
root systems around the trees. 
The pine straw beds also give us 
a place to blow and scatter pine 

needles that we clean up after storms. We 

'We have 
begun a 

program to 
prevent pine 
tree decline 

which can be 
a problem on 
golf courses.' 

have modified our irrigation system by 
installing part-circle heads near the trees 
to avoid overwatering. We also have 
about 100 key trees fitted with lightning 
protection." 

The Bent Pine course has very few 
exotic plants or annuals planted on the 
course. There are a couple of beds that 
are maintained during the winter, but 
they are allowed to lie fallow during the 
summer. The only exception is the club-
house area which is accented with 
Washingtonia palms, flowering trees, 
shrubs and annuals. 

There are also very few houses bor-
dering the course, and these have gener-
ous set-backs and are screened with lots 
of landscaping to break up the roof lines. 

As we rode around the course, I was 
envious of the very obvious lack of weeds. 
Scott says his herbicide program consists 
of a p re -emergen t appl icat ion of 
pendimethalin in mid-January each year 
for Poa annua. His timing must also 
catch the early germinating goosegrass 
and crabgrass. If he does have any prob-
lems in the warm season, he spot treats 
with MSMA. 

Bent Pine also alters their routines 
and equipment during the year. In the 


