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PROFESSIONALS AT WORK FOR YOU
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(305) 258-0421 Pompano Beach, FL 33073 (813) 247-3621 (407) 291-4114

FLA. WATS 800-432-3411  (305) 970-0535 Pinellas Cty. (813) 823-0017 FLA. WATS 800-695-1231

FLA. WATS 800-654-2015 FLA. WATS 800-282-2719



SPOTLIGHT

GCSAA elects new officers, board
at annual Conference in Anaheim

Randy Nichols,
CGCS, was elected
president of the
GCSAA.

Randy Nichols, CGCS, Cherokee Town &
Country Club, Dunwoody, Ga., was elected presi-
dent of the Golf Course Superintendents Associa-
tion of America (GCSAA) during the association’s
recent annual meeting in Anaheim, Calif.

Nichols succeeds William R. Roberts, CGCS,
Lochmoor Club, Grosse Pointe Woods, Mich.,
who as immediate past president will continue to
serve on the board for a year.

Joseph G. Baidy, CGCS, Acacia Country Club,
Lyndhurst, Ohio, was elected vice president.

Re-elected as a director and appointed secre-
tary/treasurer was Gary T. Grigg, CGCS, Naples
National Golf Club, Naples, Fla.

Elected as directors were David W. Fearis,
CGCS, Blue Hills Country Club, Kansas City, Mo.,
and George E. Renault III, CGCS, Burning Tree
Club, Bethesda, Md.

Appointed to theboard was R. Scott Woodhead,
CGCS, Valley View Golf Club, Bozeman, Mont.

Woodhead will serve the remaining year on Baidy’s
term as director. Baidy’s director position was
vacated when he was elected vice president.

Paul S. McGinnis, CGCS, Union Hills Country
Club, Sun City, Ariz., and Bruce R. Williams,
CGCS, Bob O’Link Golf Club, Highland Park, I11.,
have one year remaining on their terms and will
continue serving as directors.

GCSAA officers serve one-year terms, and di-
rectors are elected to two-year terms.

16,000 golf course superintendents, turfgrass
professionals, educators and suppliers to the golf
course industry attended the International Golf
Course Conference and Show.

The event offered participants a wide variety of
continuing education programs and the latest in
golf course management products and services.

A record 631 exhibitors showcased their prod-
ucts and services during the three-day trade show

On Course,
With A Scientific Approaqb.

¢

At AmerAquatic, research on safer, more effective ways to manage water environments is a way of life.
One result is our unique "spot treatment" technique: service when your lake needs it, rather than on a
rigid schedule. Individual attention, monitoring and care of each lake. Science, experience and love of nature,
working together to keep you "on course" to a balanced environment. For algae and weed control, fish stocking,
aeration, lakescaping, mitigation, lake design and more, call AmerAquatic. Your lake's best friend.

FLORIDA 800-432-1349 « GEORGIA / CAROLINAS 800-237-1349

AmerAUq“C wYour lake's best friend.sw
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: 'Il k can be applied to lawns, ornamentals, .
om‘"‘ w' eep shrubs, even trees.You can also om!"‘

Turf, Tree & Ornamental Spray

unwamed pes‘s combine ORTHENE with many miti-

cides and fungicides for more effective

o" your mﬁ. pest and disease control with just -
one application. : ) VALENT'

Trying to control a broad range of ORTHENE is waterproof within 24 ———
tough turf pests like mole crickets, fire-  hours, and its chemical structure allows = ORTHENE /
ants, fleas, chinch bugs and the worm it to break down quickly, eliminating i
complex is no day at the beach.That's  the threat of harmful buildup in the soil.
why you should use ORTHENE Throw a party your toughest turf pests

ORTHENE Kills both on contactand  will never recover from, with ORTHENE
with long-lasting systemic action,and  Turf, Tree and Ornamental Spray.




are spreading the word that
the number one selling soil

ever before to apply. All the
more reason to use the new
AquaGro 20°S to solve your
water related problems.
New AquaGro 20°S gives
you the same outstanding
performance as the old for-
mulation, it’s just more con-

the cost savings on to you.
What used to cost about
$4.40 per 1000 sq. ft., now

a 15% savings.

formulations, AquaGro 20°S
speeds the movement of
water into dry spots, com-

wet areas and moves water
soluble chemicals through
thatch.

wetting agent costs less than

centrated. And we’re passing

costs less than $3.75 — that’s

Just like the other AquaGro

pacted soils and slopes, drains

Spread The Word.

Turf managers everywhere

No other soil wetting agent
manufacturer offers you the
money-back performance
guarantee that’s printed on
the front of every bag.

Lower price, guaranteed
performance — that’s an
unbeatable value.

So when the heat is on, use
AquaGro 20¢S; it helps you
make the most of available
water.

To find out bow the new,
economical AquaGro 20°S
can make you a better
water manager, call us for
a FREE copy of the User’s
Guide.

1-800-257-7797.

Another

Reason To
Use AquaGro.

'JAQUATROLS
The Water Management People

5 N. Olney Avenue
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08003

at the Anaheim Convention Center. The
tradeshow covered nearly 184,000 square
feet, also a record for GCSAA.

More than 1,300 registrants from 43
countries attended the week’s events.
Several of the continuingeducation semi-
nars and sessions were tailored for the
international participants.

Another record was set as 2,996 per-
sons attended a record 55 seminars cov-
ering a wide range of subjects relating to
golf course management, prior to the
conference’s formal opening session.
Johnny Bench, Major League Baseball
Hall of Fame catcher, delivered the key-
note address at the opening session.

U.S. Rep. James A. “Jimmy” Hayes
(D-La.) and Sen. Howard M.
Metzenbaum (D-Ohio) addressed a
crowd of approximately 500 at the Envi-
ronmental General Session. The legisla-
tors discussed the role of golf courses
and their management as they relate to
the environment. X

TESTING

* Soils e Water
® Physical e Tissue
¢ Environmental

Tom Burrows

Certified Agronomist
Turfgrass Specialist

Phone: 407-692-1221
1741 San Souci, Stuart, FL 34994

CGCS

Golf Course Supt. - 29 years
FGCSA Past President

Penn State - 1960

Musser Int’l Turf Foundation - VP
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MORE GOLF COURSES ARE CHOOSING HUNTER

More golf courses are choosing Hunter sprinklers, valves and controllers for
reliable performance and innovative technology. Sophisticated and easy-to-use,
Hunter irrigation products apply water efficiently and without waste.

Hunter is known as the innovator in low-pressure, low-precipitation irrigation,
an approach that conserves water and energy, and often saves money. Directing
the Hunter system is the revolutionary ETC (for evapotranspiration control), a
programmable controller that calculates and schedules the precise daily water
needs of up to 24 stations. It operates as a stand-alone unit, in a network, or as a

component in Hunter’s golf management system, GIMS. Hunter golf course irrigation products include sprinklers,
Hunter has a golf product for every irrigation need, and they are available at va\es: the ETC controller and computer software

a reasonable price.

Clearwater, 813-573-9284
Fort Myers, 813-936-5959
Gainesville, 904-372-7196
Hudson, 813-856-1138

Longwood, 407-260-7000

Authorized Hunter Golf Distributor

GENTURY RAIN AID

For all locations: 800-347-4272

®
“l'll":l. The Irrigation Innovators

1940 Diamond St. 0 San Marcos, CA 92069 O 619 / 744-5240 [0 FAX: 619 / 744-7461

Orlando, 407-839-3771
Sarasota, 813-923-2517

St. Petersburg, 813-823-6005
Tampa, 813-621-2075

Tarpon Springs, 813-942-3681
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History and tradition at

Bradenton
Country Club

By Joel Jackson, CGCS
Photography by Dan Zelazek
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COVER STORY

Jim Svabek and the Bradenton Country Club

A
25-year
tradition

im Svabek and the Bradenton Country
Club: A special blend of a man, a club, and
acommunity that careabout oneanother.
Jim Svabek is an anomaly in this business.

[t is rare to find a superintendent with the kind of

tenure that Jim has earned at the Bradenton Coun-
try Club. It is a 25-year-long association that has
been forged by Jim’s hard work, enthusiasm, pro-
fessionalism, and patience.

“It has been and continues to be a rewarding
challenge to maintain this venerable golf course
over the years,” he says. “The challenge lies in
educating the members about the improvements
in turf management and convincing them that
these improvements will not change the style and
character of the course.

“Sometimes it is a very hard sell to convince

them that we only want to improve the health of

the turf and make some of our operations more
efficient. They are very protective of the history
and traditions of the course, and I admire and
respect that viewpoint. The reward comes from
seeing the members derive more enjoyment from

playing the course when we have solved a problem
or made improvements.”

The history and traditions of the Bradenton
C.C. began some 57 years ago when the club was
built. Legend has it that it was a Donald Ross
design, but subsequent changes to the course over
the years have removed official recognition by the
Donald Ross Society.

In the early days of golf in Bradenton, there
were four major courses in the area: Bradenton
C.C. and Sara Bay which were private; Desoto
Lakes, which was the home of the PGA of America
before moving to West Palm Beach; and the public
Bobby Jones course. In those early days and even
until 1967 when Jim came on board, the Bradenton
C.C. was on the outskirts of town. Now the club is
considered to be part of the inner city as growth
has marched south and west to the beaches.

The old-style layout is evident with its parallel
holes and short distances from the green to the
next tee. Bunkeringis conservative and most of the
greens still permit the old “bump and run” style of
shotmaking. -

Sand Man

Choker Sand - Greens Mix -
Trap Sand - Bunker Sand -

Rock - Dolomite - Hi-Cal

E. R. JAHNA INDUSTRIES, Inc.
Lake Wales, FL 33859-0840 - (813) 676-9431
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the

side of the

Harrell's. The Fertilizer
Standard of Excellence.

For years we've been mixing, analyzing
and constantly improving our fertilizers
to give you the nutrients you need and
the spreadability you demand. Plus we
“triple screen” our green and tee mixes
for true putting and smooth driving
quality. You won't find a finer fertilizer!

The grass is
always greener on

W's
fence.

Great Service, Too!

Relax. With Harrell's your fertilizer arrives
on time. Every time. It's always in perfect
condition, too. So whether you choose 50-
pound plastic bags (we unload ‘em for
you), or our ready-to-use bulk trailer,
there’s no mess or hassle. Great service
comes in a Harrell's bag.

Finally, a Prescription
Fertilizer Made Just For

Your Greens.

Golf greens need nutrients specific to their
area—that's why we custom blend every
order. Our four professional formulators,
(with 153 total years experience in

turfbuilding), blend every pound of your ~ ¢¥\%

Harrell's turf grass fertilizer to your exact
specifications, to give you the greenest
greens ever. We know fertilizer—and we
know golf courses.

Ask The 500 Florida Golf
Courses Now Using Harrell’s.
Go ahead. Call your associates using
Harrell's fertilizer. They'll tell you about
their green, lush turf. They'll talk about
great spreadability. And they’ll tell you
how much easier life is with Harrell's
custom blends.

Keep your owners, members, greens
committee and everybody else on your
side of the fence happy. Call for Harrell's
Fertilizer today.

1-800-282-8007

ING OUR SOTH AN
> ",BRAT N'VERSA

||arreLL's :

INC.
1941 - 1991
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Number 5 Green

In 1965, Dr. Archie Meekins, who wasastandout
amateur golfer and club leader, gained approval to
rebuild the front nine greens. His resulting design
provided a series of steeply pitched greens that tilt
from back to front. In 1966 golf architect Mark
Mahannah was hired to rebuild the back nine
greens. These had a more modern, plateaued,
elevated look and were more moderate in their
elevation changes.

Jim commented, “You have to pay attention
when you play here! On the front nine you can
have some pretty severe uphill, downhill, and
sidehill putts, and then you have a different chal-
lenge on the back nine. Another problem with the
front nine greens is that all the rainfall runoff is
directed to the front of the green. The back nine
greens design did provide for alternate surface
water runoff routes.”

That design difference aside, Jim has one regret
about the rebuilding effort. “When they rebuilt

You have to pay attention when you play here

the greens, all they did was strip off the old sod,
reshape, add some sand, and rototill it in. Itdidn’t
take long for the organic material to come up and
form a 1-1/2-inch thatch layer which I discovered
in 1967 when I arrived. Managing these thick,
thatchy surfaces is one of my greatest challenges.
When we get into extremely wet or extremely hot
and dry conditions, we can lose parts of the greens
pretty quickly. In wet weather, the thatch holds the
moisture too long and we often develop pythium
root rot, which is my number-one enemy on the
greens. We treat with Koban and Subdue. Since we
aren’t solving the root zone problem which pro-
motes the disease, it is a constant battle.”

After a long period of negotiations, Jim pur-
chased an aerifier in 1978. “Aerification of the
greens is a blessing and a curse. We are pulling out
some of the thatch and adding soil and that really
helps, but the spongy greens have tire marks for a

-
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