South Florida: Royal Poinciana Club
Matt Taylor, CGCS

When I first arrived we had Tifdwarf. It was good
but, with many clubs in the area installing ultradwarfs
greens, it was hard to keep up.

We had pretty good dwarf greens with basically the
same management as for ultradwarfs with grooming,
vertical mowing, topdressing and fertility. We just
could not really get much below .156 inches for a long
period, so we had to work our tails off to get green
speeds of 10.

We had a TifEagle putting green here at Royal
Poinciana when I arrived in 2000. It was nice and the
members loved it. I had grown Champion at Bonita
Bay East for three years previously and I was very
comfortable with how it could perform. Not many guys
had figured out how to manage it back then. Honestly, in
my opinion most greens at that time could not compare
to Champion. So we decided to go with Champion at RP
and have never looked back. We changed out 18 greens
and the putting green the summer of 2000, and the
other 18 and practice greens in 2003.

Today in 2011 many guys have figured out all of the
varieties and the condition of greens no matter what
variety, which are, for the most part, all excellent.

None of them has great color retention when it gets
really cold. One type goes off color at 55 degrees and
one goes off at 57 degrees. Really?

I think the biggest game changers are fertility and
Primo.The fertility programs have changed so much,
much lower N rates today maybe half - or less than
half - of what we used to apply for dwarf. But the real
breakthrough has been guys getting on and staying on
Primo programs. The rates are all around 3 - 4 0z./A
on a weekly basis. This produces speeds well above 10
with zero stress on the plants. Heights of cut seem to be
ranging .110 - .135 inches.

South Florida: The CC of Naples
Bill Davidson

When the ultradwarfs came out, everyone got the
fever that “lower is better” since we all were struggling
to provide “fast” green speeds. To think that you could
mow a grass at .100 inch compared to the standard
.140 inch was crazy. So the old philosophy of “if one is
good, two are better” kicked in and guys headed for the
basement trying to outdo themselves and their buddies.
I think now guys are wising up and are instead figuring
out how to mow at .110”-.150” and still have speed and
healthier turf.

I've grown TifEagle and Mini-Verde and I can say that
the management of each under my care is essentially
the same. The Mini-Verde has the best root system by
far. It is not uncommon to have roots 4-5 inches deep
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New Distributor - Upstart Prodq.d'ts, Inc.

Specialty Formulations

Driving Plant Health

The Specialty Formulations Division of BRANDT has changed
directions in the turf market and will be marketing its products
exclusively through distributors and dealers worldwide. Upstart
Products, Inc. is a respected presence in the Florida market and
will be adding BRANDT products to its extensive portfolio. We
welcome them to the BRANDT team.

BRANDT is at the forefront of nutrient delivery systems and
environmentally friendly technologies to enhance the sustainability
and quality of turfgrass.

B Manni-Plex® Foliar Nutritionals
Noculate® Greens Grade Fertilizers
Adjuvants and Wetting Agents
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B Pesticides, Fungicides and Nematicides
B Specialized Nutritional Formulas
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Colorants and Markers
Ask about our new NASCAR special!

Upstart Products, Inc.

4285 Capron Road J

Titusville, FL 32780 /
321848 2395
www.upstartproducts.com

Specialty Products for Turf & Aquatics
Distributor of Brandt Products

Brandt Consolidated, Inc.
2935 South Koke Mill Road
Springfield, Illinois 62711 USA
info@brandtconsolidated.com
www.brandtconsolidated.com
800 300 6559
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