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involved for years in planting annuals 
to provide that southwest Florida 
seasonal splash, but I always looked 
at the annuals as a foreign object 
throughout the course: there for a 
short time, but requiring a significant 
amount of maintenance. Planting, 
watering, fertilizing, weed control and 
pest control all needed to be considered 
with annual plantings. If you would 
like to reduce your maintenance and 
still provide that seasonal color splash, 
wildflowers will work. We plant our 
wildflowers in mid- October and 
have had terrific results as well as 
enthusiastic member feedback for the 
past four years.

We began by choosing several areas 
throughout the course that provided 
good sun exposure and were not going 
to affect the playability of the golf hole. 

In most cases these areas were pine 
straw areas or, in some cases, turf areas 
where we cut sod to remove the turf.

Once the areas were chosen, a 
tractor-drawn rotary tiller was used to 
till the soil to a depth of  4-6 inches. 
Once the area is tilled, we raked it 
smooth, removing rocks, roots, and 
debris from the planting area. We’re 
ready for seeding at this point. We have 
always applied the seed by hand and 
once the seed is on the ground, follow 
up with a light raking and generous 
watering to help cover the seed.  The 
post-application raking and watering 
encourage soil/seed contact as well as 
help protect your seed investment from 
birds.

Irrigation or hand watering is 
recommended to get the seed started. 
Communication with your staff will 
be crucial at this point. These new 
plants look just like all those unwanted 
broadleaf weeds in the fall and more 
than one superintendent I’ve spoken 
to lost his new seedlings to a herbicide 
application. 

Watering will not be required once 

By Kyle D. Sweet, CGCS

Several years ago, while touring a 
golf course with a fellow superintendent 
here in southwest Florida, I came upon 
a flowering area like I had never seen 
before. This “typical” bedding area 
surrounding several pine trees and 
running alongside the cartpath from 
green to tee was beautiful and had been 
established in wildflowers.

All it took was that one area and I 
was hooked.

Within a couple of weeks I had 
contacted a seed seller, decided 
planting areas, determined my planting 
methods, and done the first of many 
wildflower plantings here at The 
Sanctuary Golf Club. 

Flowers on the golf course have 
always been an interesting topic. I was 

Get a Little Wild!
...wildflowers that is. 

Colorful wildflower beds make great habitat for butterflies and other pollinators. Photo by Kyle Sweet.
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the young plants have emerged and 
we have learned that excess watering 
actually shortens the life of the 
flowering of several varieties. We post 
signage to keep carts out and rope off 
the area until flowering begins. This 
limits the chance of a mistake by our 
staff or damage from golf carts.

Now sit back and enjoy the show. 
Keep an eye out for tall unwanted 
weeds that will need to be removed 
by hand and get copies of all your 
information about the seed and your 
procedures.

“Why?” you ask. Homeowners and 
golfers will be asking about the new 
look and you can help spread the use 
of maintenance-friendly wildflowers 
throughout your club and community.

A few wildflower facts :
The wildflowers mix we use comprises several native and 

non-native varieties that are recommended in southwest 
Florida.

Native wildflowers are defined as flowering plant species 
native to Florida, with emphasis on herbaceous annuals and 
perennials.

If you use a mix of seed, several varieties will provide 
varying heights, colors and textures to provide a “native” 
natural look.

Hummingbirds and butterflies drink the nectar from 
wildflowers and small birds such as finches, pine siskins, 
buntings and sparrows will visit the wildflower areas, eating 
the seeds produced.

The native wildflowers, blanket flower (Gaillardia 
pulchella) , black-eyed susan (Rudbeckia hirta) and 
lanceleaf tickseed (Coreopsis leavenworthii) do well 
throughout the state of Florida.

There are several species of Coreopsis that do well 

throughout Florida. Coreopsis is our state wildflower.
Beginning in 2003, a group of wildflower producers, 

working in conjunction with the Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services, and the University 
of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, is 
developing strategies to increase planted wildflower acreage 
and seed production to better provide for the increased 
demand for native species.

The planted area at The Sanctuary for 2007 is nearly 
one acre at a cost of $5,000 in seed. Compare to the cost of 
annuals: 1 acre, planted at 12-inch spacing requires 43,560 
annual plants. At 49 cents each, that much ground would 
cost more than $21,000.

If you choose a “mix” of wildflowers, keep a heat-tolerant 
variety such as blanket flower that will last through the 
summer months until the next fall.

In Florida if you are relying on a good presentation 
for the fall/winter months ( November–April), annual 
reseeding of the areas will probably be necessary.

This wildflower bed, above, offers a 
colorful transition area from the turf to 
the woods. Photo by Kyle Sweet.

Dull lackluster pine straw in out of play 
areas can be brightened up by planting 

wildflowers. Photo by Kyle Sweet.


