
H A N D S ON 

greens that came back with the best soil 
tests. Some of the thin areas were problemat-
ic since they were on shady greens to begin 
with. Others thin spots tended to occur in 
hydrophobic areas. To address this we are 
going to aerify with 3/4" hollow tines and 
topdress with a sand and Profile mix for 
more uniform moisture control along with a 
program of using Cascade and other wetting 
agent materials." 

Stuart Taylor 

Central-Northeast 

Programs Haven't 
Responded to 
Milder Winters 

"This year reminded me of the 
winters of the 70s and 80s. 

- Butch Singo, Harrell's, Inc. 

Butch Singo is a 
sales representative for the 
Harrell's Fertilizer 
Company, and his territory 
runs from Kissimmee to 

Jacksonville. I asked Butch his take on this 
year's overseeding challenges. 

"Overseeding programs have not 
changed much in my territory in response to 
the mild winters," he said. "As usual, some 
courses experienced rougher transitions 
than others. Most of my customers know 
that the weather can be unpredictable and 
cause havoc to playing condit ions in the 
winter without the insurance of overseed-
ing." 

"Successful establishment was 
very weather dependent as usual. Those who 
tended to go early in the fall had better luck 
than those who were scheduled later and got 
caught when the rainy weather hit and 
washed a lot of seed away. Mild weather 
early belied the density of the overseeding 
and when the severe cold weather hit and the 
bermudagrass went dormant, people found 
out much or how little seed they really had 
established." 

This year really reminded me of the 
winters I experienced as a superintendent in 
the 70s and 80s when we would typically 
have 20-30 frosts a year. A lot of superintend-
ents and golfers haven't seen those kinds of 
winters in a long time and golfers often have 
short memories. Now since the second week 
in May, we've had high temperatures and low 
humidity, causing the overseeding to check 

out too quickly and everyone is scrambling to 
push the bermudagrass to fill in as quickly as 
possible." 

Butch Singo 

West-Northwest 

Down Time is Nice; 
Preparation is Real 
Key To Success 

"Preparation is the key to 
success." 

- John Cunningham, GCS 

John Cunningham, 
GCS at Black Diamond 
Ranch in Lecanto had the 
luxury of closing his course 
for two weeks to prepare and 

overseed his courses. Black Diamond isn't the 
only club to recognize the importance of pro-
viding proper agronomic conditions to manage 
the turf, but it is rare. Some public-access 
courses and resorts simply can't shut down for 
more than a day or two, but clubs need to take a 
hard look at short-term convenience versus 
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