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Overseeding Trends 

Earning 
Your 
Stripes 

This article was supposed to be about 
overseeding trends, but guess what? The trend 
has remained the same; most courses are still 
overseeding and the last 5-10 years of mild win-
ters didn't really cause very many courses to 
back off their usual programs. Some courses with 
ultradwarf greens may have lowered their rates a 
little. The big news was the winter weather in 
2002-03 and what it taught everyone. 

The first lesson was that we had 
indeed become spoiled by mild winters and the 
severe cold weather this year exposed some 
chinks in preparation and management tech-
niques. Maybe we all got a little lackadaisical 
since the mild winters hadn't stressed the 
bermudagrass very much in the last five years. 
This year was more typical of the 70s and 80s 
weather some of us veterans remember, and the 
pitfalls of establishment and transition were mag-
nified for all to see. 

Successful overseeding can be a crap 
shoot under any circumstances. Timing of seed-
ing is a blind draw depending on Mother Nature, 
so there's no guarantee that going down early or 
late is the solution. Extended periods of rainy 
weather and the onset of cold weather early in 
the season can severely limit the quality of estab-
lishment just as much as an overly warm fall sea-
son. Here are some thoughts from your peers on 
this year's overseeding trials and tribulations. 

Gainesville CC 
Overseeding Is a 
Year-Round 
Responsibility 

"What you do to your greens 
all year affects your 
overseeding program." 

- Buddy Keene, GCS 

What you do to 
your greens all year long 
affects your overseeding pro-
gram. We are always verticut-
ting and topdressing our 

greens throughout the spring and summer. That 

way when we apply our seed we do not need to 
go in and do any major verticutting or heavy top-
dressing. We also aerify at least three times 
annually. We apply our seed sometime between 
mid-to-late October. This gives us a two-three-
week window in case the weather is not favor-
able on the first attempt. 

The near-record cold winter of 2002-
03 did not catch us by surprise because we watch 
and read all weather-related data available like 
the Weather Channel and the Farmer's Almanac. 
Laugh if you want but the Almanac is a pretty 
good resource. We communicate to our member-
ship with a monthly newsletter about what to 
expect with the weather and how it affects turf 
conditions and aesthetics. Our members are well 
informed. They don't like surprises any more 
than we do. Our overseeding went very well the 
last couple of years so I do not anticipate chang-
ing a thing. 

We use straight Poa trivialis on our 
greens at 10-12 pounds per 1,000 square feet. We 
do not go heavy because it may result in transi-
tion difficulties. We would rather be a little thin 
on the overseeding because it favors better tran-
sition in the spring. As far as the tees and fair-
ways we go out at 400 pounds per acre with a 
three-way blend, that way we have different seed 
varieties in the mix for every environmental 
stress that we may encounter. We could go heav-
ier on the rate, but we have Ormond bermuda-

grass fairways and a lot of shade. The Ormond 
does not come out of the cold very well especial-
ly if it has a lot of competition from the ryegrass. 

The fertility program on our greens is 
all soluble with the spray rig, with maybe some 
granular during transition. We believe it is better 
to spray a little every week instead of a lot all at 
once. This method alleviates all of the peaks and 
valleys in the plant nutrition program. Obviously, 
we have to periodically adjust due to the weather 
and other stresses, but we pretty much keep it on 
an even keel. Our fairways and tees are handled 
a little differently from our greens. We use gran-
ular fertilizer blends and fertigation. We use soil 
and tissue tests to determine what to apply and 
go from there. 

As for as our spray program for pre-
emergence control, we use Barricade everywhere 
in the irrigated areas where we do not want 
tracked-off volunteer rye seed to germinate and 
this also controls a variety of weeds in our irrigat-
ed areas. We try to apply other pre-emergent appli-
cations well ahead of any forecast rain event in 
non-irrigated areas. For post-emergent control we 
use Manor, Kerb, Princep and others. Once our 
overseeded grasses are up and established we try to 
topdress once every three-four weeks or as needed. 

Transition management can be diffi-
cult if the weather is not favorable. We do not 
spray out our overseeding. We let it check out on 
its own with very little encouragement from our 


