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Drought Strategy Can
LR

Mitigate Damage

Editor’s Note: The following informa-
tion is excerpted from a USGA Links On
Line Update. I edited out references to
snowfall and mountains, which weren’t
pertinent. I found the remaining
information useful and I hope you do to.
The parentheses are mine.

rought conditions are again pre

dicted for much of (our area). Be-
low-average precipitation this spring has
(us under) water restrictions. Develop-
inga plan early could help mitigate wide-
spread damage across the golf course if
water will be a limiting factor.

1. Develop a traffic control program
if one is not already in place. Drought-
stressed turf will not tolerate traffic very
well.

2. Evaluate your irrigation system.
Inefficient operation wastes water.

3. Use water sparingly during spring.
Deep and infrequent watering will pro-
mote strongroot development, and deep
roots will allow for water conservation
later in the season.

4. Employ a judicious fertility pro-
gram to avoid excess top growth in the
early part of the season.

5. Consider plant growth regulator
use if you are not using any already. PGR
use can improve root development and
conserve soil moisture through top
growth reduction.

6. Evaluate irrigated areas and deter-
mine which portions of the course are
mostimportantto play,i.e. up the middle
from tee to green.

7. Establishing more drought-toler-
ant species across the golf course may be
an option for the long haul. (When
regrassing in-play or out-of-play areas,
check with the University of Florida for
possible drought resistant alternatives)

These are but a few tips to keep in
mind headinginto this season. Treesand

other plantings also need attention dur-

ing drought. Some species of trees re-

quire considerableamounts of waterand

may slowly go into decline during years

of drought. Assess tree conditions regu-

larly. Deep soaking periodically may be
necessary to save desirable trees.

MATT NELSON |

Agronomist, Northwest Region.

USGA Green Section

USGA PACIFIC AND THE NORTHWEST

Seashore Paspalum
Looks Very Promising

Editor’s Note: You may be wondering
what in the world news from the
Northwest Region has to do with
Florida. Read on and check out the
comments on Paspalum in Hawaii.

at are the two words heard most

often when the following ques-

tion is asked, “What is the biggest chal-
lenge facing golf maintenance in the fu-

Also Available:

PO. Box 2224

Customized Foliar Programs...
BEAUTI-GREEN™, K-GREEN™,
TURF TRACER-ULTRA™, PENETROL™ AND

OTHER FINE FERTILIZERS AND ADJUVANTS.

BULK LIQUID FERTILIZERS
Almar Turf Products, Inc.

Compared to Tiftway (419):

* Superior Cold Hardiness

* Genetically Ensured Purity
* High Density, High Tensile Strength
* Improved Traffic Tolerance g
* Mole Cricket Non-Preference

* Tees and Fairways Easily Maintained
to 1/2 inch or Higher for Roughs

* Sold Only as Certified

Palm City, Florida 34990

East (800) 900-6444 = West 1-800-340-3888
E-mail: almarturf@aol.com
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1487 Blackdirt Road * Whitesburg, Georgia 30185
1-800-273-8608
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