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Alaqua Lakes Joins 
Audubon Signature 
Sanctuary Program 

Alaqua Lakes, Taylor WoodrowCom-
munities' newest luxury golf community 
in Longwood, has been accepted as a 
registered member of the Audubon In-
ternational Signature Cooperative Sanc-
tuary Program. 

Admission to the Audubon Signature 
Program is a distinct honor. According 
to Michael Moser, club operations man-
ager, only eight golf courses worldwide 
have achieved full certification. The 170-
acre golf course at Alaqua Lakes was de-
signed by Tom Fazio and is scheduled to 
open in September. 

Audubon International personnel 
carefully scrutinize all design and con-
struction plans before development work 
begins and visit the site regularly to moni-
tor compliance. In addition, the golf 
course operations must maintain vigor-
ous standards for wildlife management, 
water quality, integrated pest manage-
ment (IPM), energy efficiency, waste 
management and a natural resources 
management plan that assures a long term 
commitment to the environment. 

"We're thrilled," said Tom Spence, 
land development manager for Taylor 
Woodrow at Alaqua Lakes. "The Audu-
bon Signature Program is an important 
effort that promotes conservation mea-
sures which provide large-scale develop-
ers with a more environmentally sensi-
tive approach to land management. Tay-
lor Woodrow Communities is a com-
pany dedicated to all types of environ-
mental causes and sustainable resources 
management is an idea everyone should 
endorse." 

"The Audubon Signature Program 
designation is rare because so few golf 
courses qualify. Tom Spence has spent 
nearly three years monitoring water qual-
ity and wildlife management efforts here," 
Moser said. "Alaqua Lakes is a pristine 
piece of property and we intend to make 
certain the golf course serves not only as 
a nurturing habitat for wildlife, birds and 
native or indigenous plants, but also as a 
role model for existing and future golf 

course developers in Central Florida." 
The Audubon Signature Program is 

the most rigorous — and the most pres-
tigious — of the environmental manage-
ment programs Audubon sponsors. 
"They monitor us very closely, literally 
day by day," Moser noted. "This pro-
gram will also allow us the opportunity to 
work closely with the community. We 
have 'adopted' a local school, Heathrow 
Elementary, and will spend time educat-
ing the children there on the positive 
effects a golf course has on the environ-
ment." 

Adam Feltman is the golf course su-
perintendent at Alaqua Lakes. Prior to 
coming to Alaqua Lakes, Feltman was 
heavily involved in the Audubon Coop-
erative Sanctuary Program at the Cham-
pions Club at Summerfield in Stuart. 

The Habitat at 
Valkaria Named 
Certified Sanctuary 

IGM's The Habitat at Valkaria in 
Malabar has been named a certified Au-
dubon Cooperative Sanctuary. 

Awarded by Audubon International 
through its Audubon Cooperative Sanc-
tuary System, a course must meet re-
quirements in six categories to qualify for 
certification: Environmental Planning, 
Outreach and Education, Wildlife and 
Habitat Management, Integrated Pest 
Management, Water Conservation and 
Water Quality Management. 

"We try to create more habitat that 
already exists for the variety of native 
birds on the course," said Bob Marshall, 
golf course superintendent at The Habi-
tat for IGM. Along with the help of Lynne 
Walker, assistant golf course superinten-
dent, we managed to achieve certifica-
tion by limiting the use of chemicals and 
creating a safe environment for many of 
our endangered species of birds." These 
birds include the Scrub Jay, Bald Eagle 
and the Sand Hill Crane. 

Joellen Zeh, staff ecologist for ACSS 
praised IGM's employees for enhancing 
native plantings, protecting wetlands dur-
ing construction and involvement in 
community environmental projects. 

Audubon Int'l 
Launches 'Project 
Flight Plan' 

Audubon International has an-
nounced a new wildlife and habitat 
initiative for 1998 to foster migratory 
bird conservat ion across Nor th 
America called Project Flight Plan. 
Throughout this year, Audubon Inter-
national will be asking people to 
"pledge" their commitment to enhance 
and protect habitat for migratory birds 
by undertaking at least one environ-
mental project and participating in the 
many featured Project Flight Plan 
events that will be held throughout the 
year. 

Seventy-five percent of the land in 
the United States is privately owned. 
For migratory birds to survive, they 
must find suitable habitat throughout 
the year on these private properties. 

Project Flight Plan is a focused way 
for Audubon International to encour-
age migratory bird conservation with 
private land managers and homeown-
ers and get them actively protecting, 
improving and connecting habitat for 
mig ra to ry b i rds across N o r t h 
America. 

In 1886, the original Audubon mem-
bers pledged their support of bird con-
servation by refusing to wear hats or 
clothing adorned with bird plumage. 
Inspired by the first Audubon move-
ment, Audubon International, through 
the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary 
System, is asking that individuals sign 
a pledge card and commit to bird con-
servation and habitat preservation 
projects. 

In return, Audubon International 
will send individuals a Project Flight 
Plan decal, educational information on 
the bird conservation projects chosen 
and updates on events and progress 
concerning Project Flight Plan. 

Although Project Flight Plan par-
ticipants must sign up for at least one 
project to help migratory birds, there 
is no maximum limit on the quantity 
of projects they can engage in. 

Projects such as planting native 


