The Central Florida GCSA Chapter meets at the Alaqua CC where members learn the latest
local, state and national information affecting golf course turf management.

Reality Bites: The Learning Never Ends
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If you can’t
anticipate,
communicate,
appreciate and
participate in
the big picture,
you will have
wasted much of

your education.

alph Waldo Emerson once said,
“The things taught in schools
and colleges are not an educa-
tion, but the means of education.”

We can argue till the cows come home
about the pro’s and con’s of learning
your basic skills in a two-year specialty
program, or a traditional four-year pro-
gram, or from the school-of-hard-knocks
at a master craftsman’s side.

No matter the varied paths we take to
become a superintendent, it is how well
we learn the important lessons along the
way that matters most.

Ifyou can’t anticipate, communicate,
appreciate and participate in the big pic-
ture, you will have wasted much of your
education.

I have met outstanding superinten-
dents from all walks of life and educa-
tional backgrounds. The one thing they
all have in common is that they never
stop learning or educating themselves.
That education takes many forms. Read-
ing. Traveling. Listening. Questioning.
Conversing. Experimenting. Failing. Suc-
ceeding. Sharing.

These same successful superintendents
can be found religiously attending their
local chapter meetings, regional and na-
tional seminars, national and interna-

tional conferences and trade shows.

[tisin these venues that the best minds
gather. It is here that the good superin-
tendent gleans the knowledge to feed his
hungry mind. The good superintendent
then takes new ideas and information
back to his job and applies it for the
betterment of his/her golf course.

We are obviously in the midst of an
communication/information revolution.
The wise will participate either for the
adventure or at least for self defense and
survival.

Those with closed minds, superinten-
dents, owners and operators alike, will be
sweptaway in time by the winds of change.
It is education in all its forms that pre-
pares us for the challenges of success.

Joel D. Jackson, CGCS
Disney’s Magnolia G.C.

Mockery is The Best Form of
Flattery
by Darren ]. Davis
I once had a fellow superintendent tell
me, “ My success is not attributed solely
tomyknowledgeandtraining.” Headded,
“ Alarge part of what I have done is based
on things I have seen other superinten-
dents do.” He felt he was one of the best
“copiers” in the business. If you knew
who made that comment, I think you
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would agree that it is an extremely
humbling statement from a very intel-
ligent person.

At the risk of copying him, I will tell
you that I also have learned the art of
copying! One of the best things about
our profession is the free sharing of
information that golf course superin-
tendents practice on a daily basis.

I gain a vast amount of education
from talking with my peers. I espe-
cially enjoy visiting the courses of some
of my friends in the business. The fol-
lowingare a few of the innovative ideas
they have shared with me.

Mark Michaud,
Golf Course Superintendent, Pebble
Beach Golf Links

At Pebble Beach, Mark grows Poa
greens and ryegrass fairways. A lot of
Mark’s watering is done manually by
“pulling a hose.”

Mark wanted amethod to transport
the hoses around the course without
taking up the needed space in his util-
ity vehicles. To accomplish this, Mark
has made a hose rack from two tire

Mark Michaud, golf course superintendent of Pebble Beach Golf Links, inspects one of his

mounted hose racks.

Duststorms Got Members Trading Carts For Gamels?

Atter you've done everything else right, why take short-cuts on course maintenance
with ag-grade fertilizers? Sunniland’s custom blends are formulated specifically for ﬂ
your course. Uniformly granular, too, eliminating hazardous dust on the course, your

equipment, pools and members! The course will look superb and so will you. We
knew you wouldn’t mind if we cleared the air on course maintenance, so phone our ~ SUNNILAND

Sunniland Golf Products Representative today.

CORPORATION

Post Office Box 8001 « Sanford, Florida 32772-8001 + Phone (407) 322-2421 or (800) 432-1130
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HANDS ON

What you can learn
from your peers
Cordgrass, above,
planted around the
maintenance facility at
Colliers’ Reserve. Right,
the trailer attached to
the Hydroject at the
Merion Golf Club.
Below, the clipping
basket at equipment
wash area at
Congressional CC.

rims and a support bracket bolted to his
utility vehicles. The metal supports are
welded to both the front and back of the
rims so that the hose will rest securely in
the groove.

Tim Hiers, CGCS,
Golf Course Superintendent
Colliers Reserve

Ifyou look up the definition of “envi-
ronmental steward” in the dictionary,
you would find Tim’s picture. Tim has
been a mentor to my environmental
awareness.

One of the things I have copied from
Tim is the use of cordgrass (Spartinia
bakeri) planted around the maintenance
facility.

The cordgrass has manyadvantages. it
provided a good wildlife habitat, forms a
low level wind break, eliminates the need
for pesticides, fertilizers, irrigation and
mowing. Eliminating mowing not only
saves labor hours but conserves fuel, oil,

etc..

Paul Latshaw, Sr.
Golf Course Superintendent,
Congressional Country Club

Like many golf courses, Paul has an
older maintenance facility. Paul wasaware
that he had a potential problem in the
equipmentwasharea. Hedecided tobring
his old site up to date since he is unable to
currently build a new wash down area.
The first step was to devise a way to
capture solids/clippings.

He constructed a sump with a re-
cessed lip and a stainless steel basket to fit
in the sump. Once the grate is removed
the basket can be pulled up with two
handles. The bottom of the basket comes
to a “V” and all four sides are stainless
steel mesh. Using mesh sides decreases
the weight of the basket making it easier
to remove when it is full of clippings.

Paul B. Latshaw,
Golf Course Superintendent,
Merion Golf Club

When taking a tour of Paul’s equip-
ment storage area I came across a unique
item. Paul has designed a tow-behind
trailer for his Toro Hydroject. The trailer
eliminates the need for a second person,
or for a vehicle. When the operator
reaches his destination, the trailer is un-
hooked next to the quick coupler, the
hose stretched out and the machine is
ready to go.
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HANDS ON

The trailer is actually quite simple. A
manual hose reel is mounted above the
trailer to store the 3/4 inch hose. At-
tached to the side of the reel is the incom-
ing water line. This rests on the bed of the
trailer with the quick coupler attached
whennotin use. There is storage space on
the bed of the trailer for tools, filters or
other items that might be needed.

Paul and his staff have also built some
very handy tool storagelockers. Thelock-
ersare made of wood and are very roomy.
On the side of the locker is a tool storage
rack so that hand tools can be secured
safely.

There is also room for personal pro-
tection equipmentand other small equip-
ment. Paul has found that by assigning
each employee his/her own tools they
take greater pride in them and are less
likely to break or lose them. In the long

An employee’s individual
small tool locker at the
Merion Golf Club

run the extra cost up front easily pays for
itself.

Conclusion

Itis often too easy to become wrapped
up in the hustle and bustle of our very
demanding jobs and not get out and visit
our peers. While playing golf at other
courses is one way of achieving this, it is
cetainly not the only way. I am amazed at
what you can learn from your fellow
superintendents by taking a riding tour
oftheir courses, or by just walking through ‘
their maintenance facilities.

A wise person once told me some- ‘
thing that made a lot of sense. He said, ‘
“The day you stop learning is the day you
die!”

Meetings and Conventions
by Scott Bell
The strength of an organization or
association depends on the participation
of its members. The same can said for the |
meetingsand conventions puton by these |
groups. The need for good participation
by superintendents is equal at all levels,

From the Bermudagrass of the Coastal Plains to the
Bluegrass of the Highlands . . .

Unmatched Results!

Nothing works better at preventing noxious weeds like
goosegrass, crowfoot, crabgrass, spurge and dozens of others from

JUST A SINGLE APPLICATION.

REGAL

P.0 BOX 900 / ALPHARETTA, GA 30239
CHEMICAL COMPANY

1-800-621-5208
EGAL

CHEMICAL COMPANY
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