
Across the country; native plant materials are being incorporated into course design. Golfers should recognize that golf courses are managed land 
areas that should complement the natural environment. Breckenridge GC, Colorado. 

Attitudes must change 
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As with numerous other aspects of 
every day life in America, television has 
changed the game of golf. With the broad-
cast of a large number of tournaments 
and championships each year, a change 
in golfer attitudes towards course condi-
tioning has occurred. 

A standard of "wall to wall" perfection 
has been established. Most golfers how-
ever, are totally unaware of the amount 
of work and cost required to put a course 
into championship conditioning for the 
few days of a televised event. On the other 
side of the coin, golf course superinten-
dents have risen to meet the challenge, 
and across the country, superbly condi-
tioned courses are being provided. 

Yet, over the past several years, golf 
courses and turfgrass have been heavily 
criticized for their perceived negative en-

vironmental impacts. University research 
continues to document that properly 
maintained golf course turf can be pro-
vided without detrimental effects on the 
environment. 

Numerous positive steps are also be-
ing taken in management and design to 
further minimize possible negatives and 
accentuate the positive environmental 
aspects of golf courses. 

It is essential however, that additional 
changes in golfer attitudes be made to 
ensure that the game continues to flour-
ish. This is especially true with regard to 
water bodies and out of play areas. Edu-
cation of golfers and the general public is 
an important part of this process. 

In 1994, the Center for Resource Man-
agement, Golf Digest Magazine, the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation and the Pebble 
Beach Resort Company, resolved that 
the time was right to bring representa-
tives of many of the country's most influ-
ential golf and environmental organiza-

tions together to address issues related to 
golf and the environment. 

Following the first meeting in Janu-
ary, 1995, a committee of approximately 
25 golf, environmental and government 
representatives worked together to de-
velop a guide titled, Environmental Prin-
ciples for Golf Courses in the United States. 
At the second meeting of this group, in 
March 1996, this document was reviewed 
and approved. Endorsing organizations 
include: 

American Society of Golf Course 
Architects 

Arizona Golf Association 
Audubon International 
Center for Resource Management 
Club Managers Association of America 
Friends of the Earth 
Golf Course Builders Association of 

America 



Golfers should respect 
environmentally 
sensitive areas within 
the course. Marsh 
Landing CC. Florida. 

LEGACY 

Backed Up With 30 Years of Experience 
In the past, golf course superintendents generally got two bids 

when replacing an irrigation system. But now there's a new 
option. Legacy has brought together the vyorld leader in gear-
drive technology and the leader in control systems and valves 
with a combined track record unsurpassed for quality products. 

Legacy available at 10 Century branches In Florida: 
Clearwater, Ft Myers, Gainesville, Kisslmee, Longwpod, y? 

Century - Your Link to Legacy 
Whether you are replacing just one head, an entire system or 

planning a new course, call a Century golf professional. 
With more than 30 years of experience and an impressive list 

of satisfied customers, Century can show you the advantages 
of a third option with Legacy. 

800-347-4272 
http:// w wwJteinaid.com CENTURY RAIN AID 



In the pasty maintaining close cut turf cover around lakes has been demanded. This attitude must change. 

Buffer strips, as well as shoreline and aquatic plantings are essential for minimizing potential for chemical and fertilizer runoff and 
soil erosion. They also improve water quality and create wildlife habitat. Yacht & Country Club of Stuart. 



Golf Course Super in tendents of Amer ica 

Ladies Professional Golf Associat ion 

Nat iona l Association of Coun t i e s 

Nat iona l C lub Association 

Nat iona l Coal i t ion Against the Misuse 
of Pesticides 

Nat iona l Golf Founda t ion 

Nat iona l Wildlife Federat ion 

N o r t h Carol ina Coastal Federa t ion 

Paml ico-Tar River Founda t ion 

Save the Bay 

Sou thern Env i ronmenta l Law Cen te r 

Un i t ed States Env i ronmenta l Pro tec t ion 
Agency 

Uni ted States Golf Association 

The following is Section F, "What 
Golfers Can Do To Help/' from this 
environmental principles document: 
"The American golf community is 

dedicated to preserving the game's 
treasured links to nature. As a result, 
golf courses are now being 
developed, designed and managed 
more responsibly than every before. 
However, we who play the game 
also have a responsibility to help 
ensure that golf remains compatible 
with nature and that our courses are 
well-managed and in harmony with 
the environment". 
As golfers, we should: 
1. Recognize that golf courses are 

managed land areas that should 
complement the natural 
environment. 

2. Respect designated 
environmentally sensitive areas 
within the course. 

3. Accept the natural limitations 
and variations of turfgrass plants 
growing under conditions that 
protect environmental resources 
(e.g., brown patches, thinning, 
loss of color). 

4. Support golf course management 
decisions that protect or 
enhance the environment and 
encourage the development of 
environmental conservation • 
plans. 

5. Support maintenance practices 
that protect wildlife and natural 
habitat. 

7. 

Encourage maintenance 
practices that promote the long-
range health of the turf and 
support environmental 
objectives. Such practices 
include aerification, reduced 
fertilization, limited play on 
sensitive turf areas, reduced 
watering, etc. 
Commit to long-range 
conservation efforts (e.g., 
efficient water use, Integrated 
Plant Management, etc.) on the 
golf course and at home. 

8. Educate others about the 
benefits of environmentally 
responsible golf course 
management. 

9. Support research and education 
programs that expand our 
understanding of the 
relationship between golf and 
the environment. 

10. Take pride in our 
environmentally responsible 
courses. 

For a copy of this document, call 
the USGA or the GCSAA. ^ 

FLORATINE 

"My greens were very thin going into fal 1^4995) after 100 inches\of rain. 
Using Floratine products, I had great iaterafjjrowth in the spring^covering 
all bare areas by April" 

1 zott Corwin, Sufr 
Bklleview Mido 

ilearwater, FL 

Terry Brawley 
(813) 441-1636 

Richard Beck 
(813) 786-5449 

J im Lawson 
(941)995-0215 

KEEPERS OF THE GREEN 

"Maxiplex has reduced granular fertilizer use by 
40% while maintaining consistent color. (With 
Floratine sprays) the turf recovers more quickly 
after drought or cold stress." 

Stu Hazard, Supt. 
Lansbrook Development 
Palm Harbor, FL 


