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Metamorphosis —

Maintenance barn to maintenenace facility

BY TIM SEVER

SUPERINTENDENT
THE SANCTUARY GOLF CLUB
SANIBEL ISLAND

Asgolfcoursesuperintendentsare try-
ing and succeeding in improving our
professional image, it’s time to also im-
prove and update the image of the old
maintenance barn.

Although this article is geared more
toward the design and building of a new
maintenance facility, there are areas that
could be useful in renovating or upgrad-
ing of an existing facility.

The first thing you need to do in plan-
ning a maintenance complex is to be as
up to date as possible on all of the local,
state and federal regulations pertaining
to this type of facility. Most of the time,
you would take your layout to an engi-
neer or construction consultant and let
them put the finishing touches on your
plan, makingsureitconformsto all of the
pertinent regulations. They will come up
with a set of working drawings and a set
of specs for the proposed builders.

Remember that you don’t often have
a second chance to design or build the
facility. Take your timeand think through
all the different aspects of the facility,
from adequate parking, equipment and
fuel storage to office space. I'm no expert
in the field of design, but I have been
fortunate enough to have been involved
in the design and construction of three
maintenance facilities. If there is a single
most important thing I brought to these
facilities, it was convincing the owner-
ship that this was a very important piece
of the development puzzle. This is the
hub of all maintenance that is performed
on the project. It has to be efficient, well
designed and well run, with safe opera-
tion as the foremost aspect of the facility.

With that said, I would like to touch
on certain design criteria that should be
considered.

Office, lounge and restrooms

It is important that each person on
your office staff has a place to do his or
her paperwork and reports.

The lounge should be sized so that it
willallow the entire crew to sitand eat, or
attend staff/safety meetings. It should
have a minimum of a refrigerator, mi-
crowave and sink. We sized ours so that
we could include lockers for employees.
Thiskeeps the jackets, rainsuits, etc., from
laying around. We also have a TV and
VCR in this area to help us in training
and safety meetings. This is also the area
where we keep our haz-com plan and
other important information.

Restrooms should be designed to ac-
commodate maximum staff size.

Equipment, small tools storage

The equipment storage area should
bewell thought out. Every piece of equip-
ment should have its own place. Nothing
isworse than havingto move 2 or 3 pieces
of equipment to get to the one you need.
Also, the more equipment you can keep

under cover, the longer it will last.

Small tool storage is also in this build-
ing. We havea 15x 15 caged area that can
be locked and is adequately sized to store
hand tools.

Mechanics office, shop and parts

Theseareas should beadequately sized
according to your equipment inventory.
The mechanic needs to do his paper-
work, parts inventory, parts ordering,
preventive maintenance reports and fuel
reconciliation and monitoring reports.
Most important, it should be an area that
can be secured, or at least out of the main
flow of traffic. Employee accessibility to
thisarea should be restricted to eliminate
potential liability and insurance risks.

Chemnical, fertilizer storage
There are a couple of options pertain-
ing to these areas:
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Practical Application III
Fiddlesticks Country Club

LOU CONZELMANN, SUPERINTENDENT
Currently there are two beneficial nematodes available for the control of mole

crickets: Steinernema scapteriscus (Proact) and Steinernema riobravis (Lesco,
Vector). I have not had experience with the Vector product, therefore I cannot
comment on its performance. My experience with Steinernema scapteriscus began
several years ago when Fiddlesticks Country Club became a site where research
through the University of Florida was conducted using these nematodes. Through
the years I have seen this product effectively kill many mole crickets.

The nematodes carry a bacteria which is released into adult mole crickets. After
entering the nematode, the bacteria kills the mole cricket within a couple of days.
They are most effective against adult mole crickets, so are best used in the spring
and fall when adults are present.

I have seen mixed results with Proact applications. I attribute this to application
methods. Since ultra violet radiation is harmful to the nematodes, they need to be
applied at dusk or later. Also, the turf should be irrigated before and after
application. Fertigation systems can also be used to apply nematodes. I haven’t
used the fertigation system for nematode application, but I'm beginning to do
some experimenting with it. I feel that is may be an excellent method of nematode
application.

As with chemical insecticides, nematodes need to come into contact with the
mole crickets. Timing of application and thatch now come into play. Recently, I
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Fiddlesticks
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have seen some low pressure injection
systems which may be a good option for
applications.

Nematodes are environmentally safe.
No protective clothing is needed for ap-
plications. They do not harm humans,
fish, or any other animals. Hopefully we
will be using many effective products in
the future that have absolutely no nega-
tive affect on the environment.

Scouting and mapping can be an ef-
fective cost saving procedure for nema-
tode applications. Mole crickets seem to
congregate in the same areas year after
year. Limiting treatment to these specific
areas can provide acceptable control and
be cost effective.

Beneficial nematodes have proven to
reduce mole cricket populations while
being completely safe to the environ-
ment. As we fine tune application meth-
ods and find a way to insure contact
between nematodes and mole crickets,
this will become a more popular method
of control.

Soil microbial
enhancement
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increasing as we continue to research this
exciting aspect of our profession.
Finding reliable information to assist
you can be obtained by asking sales per-
sonnel to provide you with studies that
support the effectiveness of their prod-
ucts. If you have access to the Internet,
there are papers available through the
Turfgrass Information File at
20676POC@MSU.EDU. Or, use a go-
pher to find topics under agronomy;, sus-
tainable agriculture, biological research,
or any other catch work you think might
work.

Two additional sources are:

Turf Grass Trends 1775 T. St. NW
Washington, DC 20009-7124

Many good book titles are available
through:

CRC Press, Inc. 2000 Corporate Blvd.
NW Boca Raton, Florida 33431 Y
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THE
SOIL RELIEVER

A Soil Aerator For The 90’s And
Beyond......

YES — The Soil Reliever is a deep tine aerifier!
YES — The Soil Reliever can be used for any aerification task!
YES - The Soil Reliever will fit most tractors!
YES - The Soil Reliever is made in the U.S.A.!

VES ~ The Soil Reliever is built to last!
YES — The Soil Reliever is practically maintenance free!
YES ~ The Soil Reliever is proven!

YES — The Soil Reliever will give you a greater dollar value over all other
types of aerifiers!

BEFORE YOU BUY ANY AERIFIER -
LOOK AT THE SOIL RELIEVER &
COMPARE!

Free Brochures and/or Video!

Financing and Contract Service Available

Turf Specialties, Inc.
Thomas St. Romain 1‘ RF
1-800-752-5189 ~

Florida Distributor SPECIALTIES, INC.
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