
Managing Endangered and 
Threatened Species 

'We protect the 
scrub jay by 

protecting their 
habitat. They 

prefer isolated 
sandy areas with 
low vegetation, 

preferably scrub 
oak and saw 

palmettos, which 
is the primary 
vegetation of 
John's Island 

West.' 

Curious scrub jays will often land on carts and check out the golfers. 
Photo by The Nature Cofucrvancy 
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The West Golf Course at John's Island 
Club is maintained in a very natural state. 
While this plays havoc with errant golf 
shots, it is a haven for wildlife. 

The course was built on a natural sand 
dune with the holes on the eastern bound-
ary running along a wetland area. The 
vegetation includes but is not limited to 
live oaks, scrub oaks, sand pines, slash 
pines, hickory, sabal palms and saw pal-
mettos. At one time, paths were cut 



through the vegetation to facilitate speed 
of play. These areas have been reveg-
etated with native material. 

All noxious vegetation is currently 
removed by two full-time and two part-
time crew members. The noxious mate-
rial is removed very selectively by hand 
so we do not disturb any nesting sites or 
food sources. We have begun a major 
revamping of the irrigation system 
around the greens to reduce or elimi-
nate the radium of water thrown into 
the woods to lessen the growth of nox-
ious vegetation. After the work around 
the greens is completed, the irrigation 
project will move to the tees, then fair-
ways. 

The course is home or a food source 
to many threatened species of wildlife. A 
bald eagle regularly fishes the pond at 
#18. The eagle's nest is on property ad-
jacent to the course that is owned by 
John's Island but has been turned over 
to the county for a wildlife habitat. 

Another threatened species is the 
scrub jay, which is very popular among 
members and crew. The major spot for 
locating them is along holes 3 and 4. 

We protect the scrub jay by protect-
ing their habitat. They prefer isolated 
sandy areas with low vegetation, prefer-
ably scrub oak and saw palmettos, which 
is the primary vegetation of John's Is-
land West. 

They are very popular due to their 
unique nesting habits. A breeding pair's 
nest is attended not only by the pair, but 
by other jays as well. They help feed the 
young, keep the nest clean and guard 
against other jays and predators. The 
same helpers tend to stay with the nest at 
least one to two years. 

The popularity of the scrub jay has 
increased due to the helpers' inquisi-
tiveness. A cart with golfers sitting fairly 
still will attract them to land very close. 
They will stand on the roof and peer 
under to get a good look and slowly inch 
right up to you. 

Our membership takes great pride 
not only in the golf course condition, 
but in trying to do our best to cooperate 
with nature and protect the habitat, both 
for golf and nature. 

AN OUTSTANDING 
PERFORMANCE REVIEW 

The reviews are in... and Kubota's compact and dependable turf tractors 
deliver a powerful and clean-cut performance. The 18 HP Kubota GF1800 
diesel front mower is extremely versatile, equipped with a variety of perfor-
mance features that increase your productivity while minimizing cost and 
downtime. Features include 2WD and 4WD, hydrostatic transmission, a 'no-
clutch' forward/reverse pedal, optional grass catcher and choice of mower 
decks. Large roomy deck and operator comfort and safety features are built in 
to ensure hours of smooth operation. 

For the ultimate in maneuverability and versatility, the Kubota F-Series 
diesel front mower offers hydrostatic transmission and is available with 24 HP 

(F2400) and 20 HP (F2100) with four-
wheel drive and front differential lock. 
A fuel-efficient 2WD 20 HP (F2100E) 
front mower is also available. 

For an outstanding performance 
every time you mow, review Kubota's 
turf mowers today. 
Kubota Tractor Corporation markets a full line of tractors 
through a nationwide network of over 1,000 dealers. 

Kubota.6 
NAPLES 

Naples Tractor Co. 
2600 Davis Boulevard 

(813) 774-7117 

BRADENTON 
Franz Tractor 

5504 15th Street East 
(813) 758-2020 

BOYNTON BEACH 
Florida Coast Equipment 

9775 W. Boynton Beach Boulevard 
(407) 369-0414 
(800) 343-7594 

WINTER HAVEN 
Polk Tractor Co. 

3450 Havenda le Boulevard 
(813) 967-0651 
(800) 532-8783 

FORT MYERS 
Sandland Equipment 

9501 SR 82 
(813) 332-5045 


