Tip Top Turf.

Seed grown turf available in one sq yd
or large 25 sq yd rolls with laying
machines or service available.

Tel: 0908 270701 » Fax: 0908 374889

TURF GROWN TO
YOUR SEED
SPECIFICATION

or from our stock
ALL GROWN IN STERILE
COMPOST
Supplied nationwide

GREENKEEPER LTD,
Shelford Manor, Shelford,
Nottingham NG12 1ER

Tel/Fax: 0949 21144

u W .

GROWERS AND SUPPLIERS OF HIGH
QUALITY CULTIVATED TURF FOR ALL
APPLICATIONS AND APPOINTED
OFFICIAL TURF PRODUCERS
TO WEMBLEY STADIUM

Please contact Head Office for more information:

THE INTURF GROUP

Regent Street * Pocklington * York YO4 20N
Telephone 01759 304101 * Fax 01759 305229

£ ¢ ol

Awmndk « Quiny

Turf Dressings

FEN TURF DRESSINGS LTD
for Fendress Top Dressing
* Fendress Superfine
* Economy Dressing
* Rootzone Mixes
* Screened Fensoil * Screened Peat

* Screened Loam ¢ Kiln Dried Sand
. Bunker Sands

Tel: (0858) 464346/433003
Fax: (0858) 434734

BOUGHTON
LOAM LTD.

For
TURF DRESSINGS
ROOT ZONE MIXES
SCREENED TOP SOILS
BUNKER SANDS
HORTICULTURAL
COMPOSTS

".ﬁ.l.ﬂ}olu

Telford Way, Kettering,
Northants
Tel: 0536 510515

Rutford

TOP-DRESS SUPPLIES

Britain's No. 1 for
QUALITY « SERVICE -
SHEER VALUE FOR MONEY

Fairway House, South Stage, Broadway,
Salford Quays, Manchester M5 2UQ

Tel: 061 877 8550 Fax: 061 877 8554

supply
Professional Turf Dressings
for the Profession
GOLF TURF DRESSINGS
Approved formulations for use in
Construction and on the finest greens.
tees and fairways
SAND
All requirements catered for including
lime free. Kiln dried sands available
SCREENED TOP SOIL
Including the finest Black Fenland Soil
Screened loams to customers'
individual specifications.

We also produce and supply root zone
mix and always have vast stocks of
cockle shells for immediate delivery

DELIVERIES NATIONWIDE

BAILEY'S OF NORFOLK
Brick Kiln Road, Hevingham,
Norwich, Norfolk NR10 5NL
Tel: 0603 754607

Mobile: 0860 661603

L e e

FLOTATION
TURF TYRES

* Wide Flat Threads *
* New & Used Custom Wheels *
* Bargain Prices *
ROTOTYRE LTD

Graveyard Lane, Ormskirk, Lancs
Tel: 0695 421100 Fax: 0695 424265

Sam Moreton & Sons

TURF TYRE

Turf Tyres of all makes to fit
any machine. Wheels made to
customer requirements.

Enquiries 0926-632269

Fax 0926 632023
Orders 0926 613737

Nationwide delivery service

Vertidraining Hire

MIDLAND TURF
AERATING SERVICE

* Verti-Draining * Hollow
2 Coring with Ryan GA30

Y “ % Core Collector * Deep
k/ z _ Slitting % Top Dresser

* Over-Seeder

i * Tractor Hire 9 ~
* Competitive

prices * Professional

nationwide service. b

Tel/Fax 01922 417567 &

Charles Frost

Alder Root Golf Club

VERTIDRAINING

Competitive rates and prompt
service offered throughout the
North West
For details contact:
Ernie Lander on 0925 291919
or 0831 448817

PARKER HART
CONTRACTING SPECIALISTS

VERTI-DRAINING *» HOLLOW CORING
TOP DRESSING * SEEDING
SAND SLITTING = SAND BANDING
DRAINAGE
Qualified and experienced staff
Plus all your sports turf, amenity and
horticultural supplies
Contact Anne Wicks (Contracts
Manager) Tel: 0181 337 7791

(Solihull)
Vertidrain, Moore Sportsfield
Over-Seeders, Verti

Over-Seeder for Greens & Tees,
Toro Aerators, Case Trenchers
& Sportsfield Slitters etc.
Contact: Doug or Ron Johnson

Tel: (01564) 772597

Fax available

PETER MANNINGTON

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds
Expenienced operator, competitive prices and refiable service
Phone Peter on 0580 200205
or Mobile 0850 612061

Sheepwash Farm, Church Street, Ticehurst,
Wadhurst, East Sussex TNS 7DL

TURF MAINTENANCE

CONTACT THE PROFESSIONALS
Ten years experience using only the best
2 greens verti-drains
(18 greens in 2 days)

Half-inch tines at 2x2 spacing
Fairway verti-drain

Cor plete with coll

Fairway overseeder
Contact Michael Seward
York (0904) 765949 night or day

? ] >
Reichard € amprey
7
VERTIDRAIN 1.5mtr and 2.5mtr Hire
Coremaster & Core Harvester
Shattermaster. Charterhouse Vreedo &
Vertiseed Overseeders, Scarifiers and
Topdressers. Large selection of Tractors,
Mowers and Sports Turf Maintenance
Machinery for sale
For further details contact
RJ & J Campey
(1] Marton, Macclesfield

{ Tel: 01260 224568
€. Fax: 01260 224791

VERTIDRAIN AND HOLLOW
CORING MACHINES
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Contact: Peter Holmes, 10 Carson
Road, Gainsborough, Lincs DN21 2RE

Tel: 0427 613035

Mobile: 0831 359394
» ' . ~ .

UND
ONTRA "\“

We're No. 1 for Vertidraining,
Hollow Tining and Core Collection

For competitive rates and a
professional service, contact

RICHARD VEITCH
0734 795454

The Fairways, King Street Lane, Winnersh,
Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 5AX

el &)
lsg2)
|| @ Verti Drain Hire ¢ Hollow Coring
| @ Deep Spiking # Tractor Hire
# Full range of Landscape
[ Equipment
YORKSHIRE'S ONLY AGENT FOR ‘'WIEDENMANN TERRA.SPIKE
_ SPEN GROUNDCARE SERVICES

Unit 7, Valley Road, Liversedge,
L West Yorkshire WF15 6JY

0924 401522 - 0836 722080

WORTH

) \
) /A\

j“\{xa‘\, J

VERTIDRAINING and
HOLLOW CORING HIRE
with the RYAN G.A. 30

Contact Peter Bloodworth

WORTH DRAINING

Cornbecks Farm, Irnham, Grantham,
Lincolnshire Tel/Fax: (0476) 550266

Water Hazards

(¥ AQUATIC % )
WEED
== CONTROL ==
and DESILTING

For lakes, ponds, rivers and bankside
areas. Professionally qualified and
experienced operators
Contact
Waterland Management Ltd
\_ (01344421012 )

Weed Killing

~,2- WEED
'u  FREE

(BRACKNELL)

Professional Weed Killing &
Associated Turf Services

MIKE SEATON F.Inst.G(Dip)
Tel: (01344) 481011

Fax: (01344) 300052

Mobile: (0850) 300104

Fax: 0734 795353

Fax: 0181 330 7392

ROSS OLI\/ER

® VERTI-DRAIN for Greens and Sportsgrounds
©® STONE PICKING @ RYAN HOLLOW TYNER
® SAND SPREADERS @ DIRECT DRILLS
Greystones, Trebudannon, Cornwall TR8 4LP.
Tel: (0841) 540222 Fax: (0637) 881057

hinery For Sale

FOR SALE

Iseki SX75 tractor (1990) with
2 metre Charterhouse
verti-drain (2 years old) £16,000

Red Valiant 6 tonne Topdresser
(ex demonstration) £7,500

Tel: 01734 795454

Purdys Grass Machinery

JACOBSEN DISTRIBUTORS
Largest selection of professional
used and reconditioned grass
machinery in the Midlands

Jacobsen Greensking petrol
and diesel

John Deere Triplex Greens

Mower
Ransomes 350D
Toro GM 3000D

Smithco Bunker Rake

CONTACT
CHRIS BRYDEN
01777 704275
EVENINGS: 0115 920 9401
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Machinery For Sale

EBreakvwell’s)

Ransomes Commander 3500DX

6 knife fixed heads.....................From £25,000
Ransomes Parkway 225 6 knife
fixed heads...........c.ccccevuivvnnnen..From £15,950

Ransomes GT Champion vertigroom
units and grass calchers ............. From £7,500

Ransomes Motor 180D 7 knife floating
heads with grass boxes..... .From £8,975

Ransomes Greens Pro 56 with
transport Wheels..........c.coourvenrened From £1,875

Iseki SG17 ride-on mower 48" side
discharge deck and collector.......From £7,825

From £2,500

Ryan Turf Cutter 16" Heavy Duty...From £5,900

Cushman TD1500 top dresser....... From £3,400
Telephone: 021 733 3344

Ryan Mataway vertical slicer.....

G E Adamson Grass Machine
Ransomes 3 set Magna for Sports trailed - new cylinders £2
Ransomes Certes 20" new engine, cylinder and box £995

Pattisson Spiker-Honda engine £1250
Lioyds Patadin 21" 8 biade — new engine £995
Kubota G1700 diesel nide-on mower 40 RD £2975
Kubota B1750 c/w 60 S/D mid mounted mower deck

turf tyres — manual £5750
Iseki TE 3210 24HP cab spool valves creep gear

turf tyres; ideal verti-drain tractor - low hours £4950
Sisis Auto-Turtman — as new ~ 1994 £1250

Compact Tractors and Machinery
All prices Inclusive of transport but subject to VAT.
Tel/Fax: 01995 640180

JOHN NEWBERRY

Sisis Triple Vee Mo
Scarifier £1,600 ono
Sisis Litimisa 6ft high
Tip sweeper collector
£1,200 ono

01475 520221

Business Opportunity

COMMISSION
AGENTS

Well established Company

with a recognised product
range requires Commission
Agents to call on Golf Clubs

in North Wales, North of

England, East Anglia and

the South East.

Kindly telephone:

0858 464346

CLEARANCE SALE
EX DEMONSTRATION EQUIPMENT
Jacobsen Turfcat 4 wheel drive with
60" fine turf flail. 540 hours. Good
condition. Ex demo hire

Jacobsen LF100 ex demo with 4
wheel drive 1.5" groomers and oil
alert greens sentry. 364 hours. Good
CORMINIGAT 2.1 L s £17,700

Iseki TA 530 tractor 36hp c/w cab on
oversize tyres 475/65 D20 rear and
1200/15 front ex demo tractor. 399

Iseki TU 320 Hydro tractor 24hp
standard spec. Ex demo. 13.6-16

tyras: 121 hours.........ccpecnenes £8,250
Iseki SG15 ride on mower c/w
COMBCUOT ci5:10v:ai5v s amnmnrostossios £5,500

Iseki SF300 out front rotary mower
c/w 60" side discharge deck. Ex
demo machine. 78 hours......... £9,900

Allett Conqueror petrol triple. Ex
I it it s ool £4,500

Allett Gazelle 20" ex demo......£1,200
Allett Toumament 20" ¢/w brush ex

Allett Buffalo 24" ex demo........ £1,500
Hardi Shattermaster 6/250 c/w 9"

blades. Ex demo...........c.cccc... £6,000
Plus new Sorrell roller tractor
moumted.. i alainin bl £1,500

One used Hazelwood flat bed trailer
3,500kg GVW c/w Beaver tail/ramp
plus winch 18’ long x 7'6" wide

[F_b——‘“J Tel: 01858 466660
Evenings: Jon Woolley:
ir ys o1 ssg 463373

Toro Greensmaster 300
complete with cutters,
1985, approx. 2,200
hours.

Recent re-conditioned
engine. Good working
order. Offers around
£2,000.

Otley Golf Club,
West Yorkshire
Tel: 01943 465329

The British and International Golf
Greenkeepers Association

is the professional organisation which exists to enhance, develop and
educate its growing greenkeeper membership of just under 6,000.
The Association receives the active support of the Royal and Ancient
Golf Club and is one of golf’s major bodies. We require a young,
dedicated professional to take up the editorship of our high quality,
award-winning monthly colour magazine, Greenkeeper International.

EDITOR

Golf continues its enormous growth around the globe, with new
courses being brought into play and existing courses having to
accommodate increased demands for play. Considering this
background there will be plenty of challenges and travel for the
successful applicant. The magazine deals with issues relating to golf
course maintenance and the development of the fine turf industry
and is distributed worldwide.

If you have the organisational skills, the flair, and the stamina to
further develop our monthly magazine, we have the right rewards. If
in addition you have knowledge of the golf industry and particularly
knowledge of golf course maintenance and fine turf issues, so much
the better.

More importantly we are looking for a young, ambitious journalist
with excellent writing skills who will relish this exciting hands-on
challenge. There will also be the opportunity to contribute to the
Association’s public relations function. Relocation to North Yorkshire
will be expected and the overall package will reflect the successful
candidate’s ability and experience.

Please write with CV to:

Neil Thomas, Executive Director, BIGGA,

Aldwark Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York,

North Yorkshire YO6 2NF. Telephone 01347 838581.
Closing date: 27 March 1995.

KELPIE

NATURAL COMPOSTED
SEAWEED SOIL CONDITIONER
FROMSTEWARTS

TEL: 0131-663 6617
FAX:0131-663 0651

Jacobsen Diesel Triking Triple from

Allett 36" Box Mower Robin engine, reconditioned with seat
Allen National 68 Triplex — 2 years old
Brouwer MO8 7 Gang fixed head hydraulic lift........
Hayter Condor 253 Hydros with choice of rotary or cylinder.
Huxley HU66 Linkage mounted 66" Gang Mower from ...

Jacobsen Greensking Diesel power steer ...

Jacobsen 620D tractor on turf tyres c/w cab (MF240)
John Deere 755 Compact Tractor .........
TH White Auto Roller 4ft Diesel complete with Ezeon Lolode Trailer .
Multicore TM1500 to clear .....................
Ransomes 465T6 fixed head gang mowers.
Ransomes Auto Certes 18" + 20"...........
Ransomes Motor 180 Triple Petrol and Diesels as seen from.
Ransomes set 3 Trailed Sport, Cutters, painted etc..............
Ransomes set 3 Sport Cutters on 3 point frame (sold as is).
Turfmaster 360 Triples (sold as is) .........
Victa Pro 32 (like Bobcat) good condition

ALL ITEMS PLUS VAT AT THE CURRENT RATE PREVAILING

RISBORO’ TURF
a Chinnor Road, Bledlow, Princes Risborough, Aylesbury, Bucks HP27 9PH
Tel: Princes Risborough (01844) 274127 Fax: (01844) 274191

....£450

Weald Park Golf Club

require

ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Apply in writing with CV to:

Head Greenkeeper, Weald Park Golf Club,
Coxtie Green Road, South Weald, Brentwood,
Essex CM14 5R]

JooeoP

Experienced Head Greenkeeper/
Course Manager, age 31, seeks
challenging position UK or
Europe. Good organiser and
motivator. Experienced in course
development, budget control and
planning, staff recruitment and
training. Qualifications: National
Diploma Turfculture, City & Guilds
phases 2 and 3, PA1a and PA6a
Pesticides Certificates.
Spanish, Module 1.

Box No JS 15/95, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York Y06 2NF

Fully Qualified Greenkeeper.
National Certificate Horticulture
Greenkeeping and Sports Turf
Management with Distinction.
Also British Turf and Landscape
Irrigation Association Certificate.
16 years experience including five
on PGA tour course. Seeks
Head/Senior position UK or
abroad. Some construction
experience in Germany and
Middle East.

Box No JS 16/95, BIGGA, Aldwark
Manor, Aldwark, Alne, York YO6 2NF
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@) Turf Specialist

V £16,791 - £18,894 per annum + Leased Car

In addition to its success in the Britain in Bloom Competitions, Bournemouth has an excellent record
for the quality of its sports turf.

Due to the retirement of the previous postholder, a turf specialist is required within the multi-
disciplinary Client Leisure Services Division to maintain and build on present standards including:

¢ Advising on the maintenance of turf.

¢ Monitoring 3 golf course contracts.

* Liaising with sports turf user groups.

¢ Designing and developing new sports turf facilities.
* Preparing documentation for tenders.

You should have a minimum of 5 years practical turf culture experience of which at least 2 years are at
Head Groundsman/Greenkeeper level together with a National Diploma in Turf Culture or equivalent
qualification.

The attractive salary and benefits package, which includes private medical insurance, will be supported
by relocation assistance where appropriate.

If you are interested in joining our Recreation Team, please contact Personnel Services, Town Hall,
Bournemouth, BH2 6DY telephone (01202) 552066 ext 2250/2230 (24 hours answerphone on
(01202) 299895) for an application form and further details. Closing date for receipt of
applications is 10 April 1995.

The Authority is committed towards achieving equal opportunities.

BOURNEMOUTHI
- BOROUGH COUNCIL

TURF

irrigation

ST.PIERRE HOTEL
Turf Irrigation Services Limited Countsyy Club Fesort

A major player in the UK Sports Turf and

Landscape Irrigation market, GOLF COURSE MECHANIC
following expansion seek TWO REQUIRED

We are seeking an experienced Golf Course Mechanic for
AREA SALES

Applicants must possess all the relevant skills which go

EN‘ INEERS with this important post, ie.

Setting up a maintenance programme

Competence in cylinder and bottom blade grinding
Setting up a parts inventory

General running repairs and overhauls

for positions located in Shrewsbury and
Hertfordshire /Essex.

i it

The successful applicants will have experience within
the irrigation and or associated industry, with an
in-depth knowledge of turf culture. Mark Proctor, Golf Course Manager,
St. Pierre Hotel, Country Club Resort,
St. Pierre Park, Chepstow, Gwent NP6 6YA

For more details, please send a full curriculum vitae to:

For details and application forms please write or fax:

Pauline Armitt All applications will be treated in the strictest confidence.
Turf Irrigation Services Limited, Betchton, @D
Sandbach, Cheshire CW11 OTS -
COUNTRY CLUB
Fax: 01477 500633 Tkl
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Avoncrop
Avoncrop Amenity Products

Applications are invited for the position of

REGIONAL
TECHNICAL SALES
MANAGER

1. To operate in Cambridge, Bucks, Bedford, Hertford and Essex

2. To operate in East Sussex and Kent

These two positions have been created by Avoncrop’s continuing
expansion in the Amenity Market and is an excellent opportunity for the
successful applicants to join an already proven Sales Team selling a wide
range of Chemicals, Fertilisers, Grass Seed, Topdressings, Line Marking

Materials and General Horticulture Sundries, from a portfolio of Main
Distributors including Farmura, Levington Horticulture, Maxicrop,
Miracle Amenity Care, Rhéne Poulenc, Rufford Topdress, Scotts,
Supaturf, Vitax, etc.

A good basic salary is offered with the added opportunity to earn
commission and bonus. A company car is provided along with other
fringe benefits.

Applicants should be suitably qualified with sales experience and be self
motivated.

Please apply in writing or telephone in strictest confidence, to
Rod Feltham, Avoncrop Amenity Products, Northfield, Station Road,
Sandford, Nr Bristol BS19 SRA, Telephone 01934 820868

Downfield Golf Club

Dundee

Invites Applications For The Position Of

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

From persons of proven ability with appropriate
qualifications and experience in all aspects of
course maintenance and development related to an
inland championship course.

A comprehensive knowledge of machinery, and

their maintenance, together with the ability to

direct and motivate staff are essential qualities
required of applicants.

The Salary is negotiable and will reflect experience
and qualifications.

No accommodation is available.
Applications in writing, including a full CV to:

B F Mole Esq
The Managing Secretary, Downfield Golf
Club, Turnberry Avenue, Dundee DD2 3QP

Blackpool North Shore Golf Club

Invite applications for the position of

HEAD GREENKEEPER

The successful applicant will be responsible for all aspects of
Course Management.

He/she will require the appropriate qualifications and possess
the necessary management and supervisory skills to lead and
motivate staff, organise work programmes, work within
budgetary controls and maintain health and safety
requirements.

Salary negotiable, dependent upon age and experience.
Apply in writing, with full CV, to:

Mr D. West, Captain, North Shore Golf Club,
Devonshire Road, Blackpool

Bath Golf Club

requires a

COURSE MANAGER

Founded in 1880, Bath Golf Club’s 18-hole course overlooks the
historic City of Bath.

Applicants for this position must be fully qualified with proven
practical experience in all aspects of greenkeeping. The ability to
lead and motivate an enthusiastic team is essential.

Salary ngotiable according to experience — no accommodation.
Please apply in writing with full CV to:

The Managing Secretary, Bath Golf Club,

Sham Castle, North Road, Bath BA2 6JG

Yelverton Golf Club

invites applications for the position of

HEAD GREENKEEPER

for an 18 hole moorland course, situated on Dartmoor 8 miles north of
Plymouth.

The successful applicant will be responsible for all aspects of course
management and preparation. He or she must have appropriate
greenkeeping qualifications and possess the necessary management and
supervisory skills to enthusiastically lead and motivate staff, organise work
programmes and maintain Health & Safety requirements. A knowledge in
the use and maintenance of modern machinery will be required.

Salary negotiable.
Apply in writing with full CV to:

R. J. Tibbs, Secretary/Manager, Yelverton Golf Club, Golf Links Road,
Yelverton, Devon PC20 6BN

Pontefract and District Golf Club

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons for the
post of Head Greenkeeper.

Salary negotiable from £16,995 to £18,250.

Please send s.a.e for application form and further details
to the Secretary, c/o 24 Fair View, Carleton, Pontefract,
West Yorkshire WF8 3NU.

Closing date 8 April 1995
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Royal Mid-Surrey Golf Club

COURSE MANAGER
AND HEAD
GREENKEEPER

This large 2-course London golf club, which has hosted many

national events over the years including the English and Boys

Championships and The Equity & Law Challenge, is seeking
to appoint a Course Manager and Head Greenkeeper.

The successful applicant should be an existing Head
Greenkeeper and meet the following criteria:

@ Should be aged under 50 years, have experience of running
an existing golf course and have the ability to motivate and
head an established greenkeeping team.

@ Suitable qualifications and experience in modern
greenkeeping techniques, and use of turf machinery and
automatic irrigation systems are essential.

@ Should be able to organise work programmes, fix budgets
and set long term targets.

A good financial package with benefits is available for the
right candidate including a three bedroom house within a few
minutes drive of the Clubhouse.

Apply in writing with full CV to:

M.S.R. Lunt, Secretary, Royal Mid-Surrey Golf Club,
Twickenham Road, Richmond Upon Thames,
Surrey TW9 2SB

o

FOUNDED 1892

Petersfield Golf Club
Hampshire

Requires a

HEAD
GREENKEEPER

To take charge of existing old established 20 holes and
nearly completed, new 18 hole course, which will be growing
in from May "95 to September "96.

Situation will suit current Head Greenkeeper in 1st
position, wishing to gain growing in experience, or a 1st
assistant of 4/5 years standing with experience of
tees/greens construction and drainage, preferably qualified
to phase three standard.

This very old established, progressive and expanding
members club will be operated as a 27 hole course, from
October "96 and offers considerable future potential for the
right person. No accommodation available. Initial salary
c£18.5k with contributory pension scheme.

Applications in own handwriting, together with full CV to:

Mr R R Hine, General Manager, Petersfield Golf Club,
The Heath, Petersfield, Hants GU31 4EJ

Guildford Golf Club

invites applications for the post of

FIRST ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Preference will be given to an experienced, qualified applicant
who is also a competent golfer.

Salary in accordance with BIGGA recommended scales
—no accommodation available.
Applications in writing with full CV to:

Mr R E Thomas, Secretary, Guildford Golf Club,
High Path Road, Merrow, Guildford, Surrey GU1 2HL

The Hesketh Golf Club

requires an

ASSISTANT HEAD
GREENKEEPER

Applicants must be suitably qualified and experienced in all
aspects of course management. Salary negotiable.

Applications in writing with CV to:

The Secretary, The Hesketh Golf Club,
Cockle Dicks Lane (off Cambridge Road)
Southport PRY 8QQ

Birchwood Golf Club Ltd

require an

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER

To join a young, enthusiastic team committed to continue the
development of our course.
Apply in writing with CV to:
Mr P J Baume, Course Manager,

Birchwood Golf Club Ltd, Kelvin Close, Birchwood,
Warrington, Cheshire WA3 7PB

:  WESTON-SUPER-MARE
s GOLF CLUB

Applications invited for a

FIRST ASSISTANT
GREENKEEPER

Applicants should have at least 5 years experience in all aspects of
Course Management.
Knowledge of Links Courses an advantage.
Apply in writing to:
The Secretary, Weston-super-Mare Golf Club,
Uphill Road North, Weston-super-Mare, Avon BS23 4NQ
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TALKING HEADS

enelits of making the water wetter

SUfﬁcient levels of water avail-
ability to the roots of turf
grasses are imperative for their
healthy growth and development.
If the plant roots are either starved
of water or forced to tolerate con-
ditions of waterlogged soil, the turf
will rapidly show signs of stress,
increased susceptibility to disease
and in severe cases, even death.
The specific water requirements of
any given turf area depends on the
grass species present in the sward,
environmental conditions and the
use of the turf area. Effective irri-
gation systems and correct
drainage of the turf areas are
required in conjunction with the
experience of the greenkeeper to
determine the amount of water to
be applied and when.

However, certain situations arise
in which, irrespective of the
amount of water applied to a given
area, sufficient water is not made
available to the plant roots. Exam-
ples of these are high spots and
slopes which will generally dry out
more rapidly than surrounding

by Kate York of the STRI

areas, compacted soils, turf sup-
porting a deep thatch and areas
affected by water-repellent soils. In
each case, applications of water
alone may not provide adequate
levels of available moisture in the
areas where it is most needed. To
overcome this, products can be
applied which effectively make the
water wetter than normal. These
wetting agents have been used for
many years to improve water pen-
etration in areas from which water
would normally shed. Advances
have been made regarding the
type of molecule used in these
wetting agents to ensure that they
pose no adverse effect on either
the soil structure or the turf itself.
The market now supports a
range of wetting agents that have
been specifically developed for use
on areas of fine turf. This is a dra-
matic advance from early attempts
to increase soil wetness in prob-
lematical areas through applica-

LE LUBRICANTS STAY ON
YOUR MACHINES - NOT

ON YOUR GREENS!

RECOGNISE THE PROBLEM?
Poor quality greases
Pounding out! — Washing out!
Damaging your precious greens!

THE LE SOLUTION!

LE’s high performance Almagard greases
Don’t wash out! — Won’t pound out!
Providing complete protection to the

equipment you rely upon!

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR TO ARRANGE
AN ON SITE DEMONSTRATION

CALL FREE
LUBRICATION SOLUTIONS

0800 716095
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tion of soap and detergent solu-
tions. Both of these products acted
to reduce the surface tension of
water thereby increasing its ability
to wet the soil when applied. How-
ever, these chemicals were not
designed for this purpose and
problems such as scorching and
adverse effects on the soil struc-
ture occurred.

So-called non-ionic wetting
agents are arguably the best prod-
ucts to use if wetting agents are to
be applied to a given area. Because
the overall charge on the molecule
is neutral, they persist in the soil to
varying degrees and are the least
phytotoxic of the wetting agents to
the sward. The surface tension that
exists on the surface of a water
droplet is the result of forces
between the individual water
molecules within that drop. Each
molecule pulls towards the sur-
rounding molecules resulting in
the spherical water drop. If the
drop lands on a surface which
resists wetting, the water droplet
remains in a similar shape. This
effect is the same as that seen by
water as it beads on the paintwork
of a recently polished car. If this
condition occurs on turf that is dif-
ficult to wet, the water will either
run off the area or be lost through
evaporation before it is able to
penetrate the soil to the rootzone.
Wetting agents reduce the attrac-
tive forces between individual
water droplets and allow the water
to spread across areas of turf
which normally show a natural
water repellence. Lowering water
tension physically changes the way
in which it moves in the soil and
allows more rapid water move-
ment and more uniform wetting.

Different wetting agents will
vary in their effectiveness to wet
soils, either in their ease or dura-
tion of efficacy. Most of the wet-
ting agent products available for
use on amenity turf are composed
of varying percentages of esters,
alcohols and/or ethers. It is essen-
tial to adhere to their specific rate
of application and dilution, so as
to achieve maximum effect and
longevity in the soil and avoid phy-
totoxicity which can result from
incorrect application. Areas of turf
which show annual effects of
either water-repellent soil or gen-
eral drought stress, should receive
the initial wetting agent applica-

tion prior to onset of the symp-
toms, at the start of the growing
season. In severely affected areas,
much can be gained from regular
wetting agent applications through
the April to October period, spray-
ing the product at four to six week
intervals. This can be carried out in
combination with aeration to aid
turf penetration.

The non-ionic wetting agents are
water soluble and are therefore
applied to the turf through a
sprayer or watered on in solution.
They are available in three main
forms: as a granule, a liquid and a
concentrated block which can be
placed on-line in a hose for hand-
watering certain areas. The type of
product used depends on personal
preference and how any one spe-
cific course reacts following its
application. The cost of wetting
agents is something that should be
considered before choosing a spe-
cific product. Some products may
appear cheaper than others per
given volume of concentrate, but
these may not contain the same
amount of active ingredient nor
subsequently provide the same
degree of efficacy as each other.

Wetting agents should be
applied early in the year before the
symptoms of drought stress or
water repellent soils appear. If
applications are delayed until the
symptoms become apparent, it
may take a more intensive pro-
gramme to achieve the required
results.

Wetting agents are unquestion-
ably a major tool in the successful
management of areas of fine turf.
Not only do they enhance water
availability in soils that for what-
ever reasons are unable to offer
adequate moisture, but as a “side
effect” of their application they
tend to reduce the formation of
dew on the sward and keep the turf
surface drier, hence less susceptible
to disease development. Enhanced
root development has also been
observed in soils treated with wet-
ting agents and this may contribute
to the turfs ability to tolerate and
recover from heavy traffic.

The benefits of using wetting
agents on fine turf far outweigh
the potential problems that could
occur through either incorrect
application or application on
stressed turf. Wetting agents will
continue to be an important tool in
the greenkeepers’ fight to provide
the quality of turf that both they
and the club members require.
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Empty pesticide

container disposal
Is in safe hands

Zeneca Professional Products (formerly

ICI Professional Products) in
conjunction with Envirogreen Ltd, a
registered waste disposal contractor,

can help with your disposal problems.

S E RVI C E They will collect, record and dispose

of Zeneca/ICl Professional Products
= 0 1 345 labelled empty containers in full
@ compliance with all the legal
requirements, free of charge ZEN EC A
1 2 5 3 9 8 (UK mainland only). Simply 3
phone the number shown here Professional Products

for further details.

Fernhurst, Haslemere, Surrey GU27 3JE
Tel: (01428) 645454

READ THE LABEL BEFORE YOU BUY: USE PESTICIDES SAFELY.



