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Standing water, poor drainage and anaerobic conditions are all symptoms 
of a much larger problem - compacted soil. 
Water doesn't drain; Air can't enter and Roots won't develop. 
Wetting agents can help water squeeze through cracks, but they do little 
to improve the soil itself - Healthy turf needs healthy soil. 
Integrate Soil Conditioner is a unique liquid polymer system specifically 
developed to impact directly on the causes of poor soil structure. 
As Integrate moves down through the soil profile its polymers unwind, 
drawing fine particles together creating additional pore spaces that improve 
the conditions that cause poor drainage and assist in the removal of standing water. 
This improved soil structure: 

Drains standing water Dissolves hardpan conditions g ^ ^ ^ m 
Encourages root development Helps restore effective aeration 

.... Result, a desirable environment for growing vibrant, healthy turfgrass. 

Integrate is a product manufactured by Milliken Chemical, USA, 
the makers of Blazon Spray Pattern Indicator. 
'Integrate' is a Trademark of GreenLink International. 

Marketed in the UK & Europe by GreenLink International Tel: (+44) 0124 

Integrate is brought to you by your UK Distributor: 

g b y t a y I o r 

FREEFONE 0800 424 919 

MILLIKEN 
CHEMICALS 



OFFER ENDS 31.08.99 

PLEASE RUSH ME DETAILS OF THE 
BAYCO SUMMER PROMOTION 

NAME 

POSITION 

CLUB 

CLUB 
ADDRESS 

POSTCODE 

TEL/FAX 

EMAIL 

• TICK HERE TO RECEIVE THE AMENITY TECHNOLOGY CATALOGUE 

H TICK HERE TO RECEIVE THE BAYCO GOLF CATALOGUE 

• PLEASE ASK A TECHNICAL REPRESENTATIVE TO CONTACT ME 
AT. GI 06.99 

WITH EVERY BAYCO PUTTING GREEN 
MARKER PURCHASED, RECEIVE A 

GC 255PL PUTTING GREEN CUP 

COURSE 
ACCESSORIES 
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- J GC 255PL PUTTING GREEN CUP 
1 WITH EVERY BAYCO PUTTING 
I GREEN MARKER PURCHASED 

COMING UP 
NEXT MONTH 

FULL DETAILS OF 
THE AMENITY TECHNOLOGY 

VERTIGO 

A M E N I T Y 
T E C H N O L O G Y 

5 ARKWRIGHT ROAD, READING, BERKSHIRE RG2 OUL 

TEL: + 4 4 07 78 937 7 7 7 7 
FAX: + 4 4 07 78 975 0 3 4 4 
email: amtet@btinfernel.tom 

http://wvfw.amenlfytechnology.tom 
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BIGGA Board of Management 
Chairman - Gordon Child 
Vice Chairman - Elliott Small 
Past Chairman - Patrick Murphy 

Board Members 
Richard Barker 
George Barr 
Kerran Daly 
Jim Paton 
Ian Holoran 

Executive Director 
Neil Thomas 
E-mail: neil@bigga.co.uk 

Administration Manager 
John Pemberton 
E-mail: john@bigga.co.uk 

Education & Training Manager 
Ken Richardson 
E-mail: ken@bigga.co.uk 

Sales & Marketing Manager 
James McEvoy 
E-mail: james@bigga.co.uk 
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Tracey Maddison 
E-mail: tracey@bigga.co.uk 

Contact us 
You can contact The British and 
International Golf Greenkeepers 
Association in any number of ways: 

Post: BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, 
Aine, York, Y061 1UF 

E-mail: reception@bigga.co.uk 

Internet: www.bigga.org.uk 

Tel: 01347 833800 

Fax: 01347 833801 

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 

Use our post-paid reader 
reply card to obtain further 
information on the products 
and services advertised in this 
issue. Just state the company 's 
Ad Ref numbers, post the card 
to us, and we'l l arrange for 
further information to be sent 
direct to you. 
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The Fund provides the key to the 
future for greenkeeper, golf club and 

game. Individuals and com-
panies can join the Golden 

Key Circle and Silver Key 
Circle. For details, please 

BIGGA contact B IGGA on 

' GOLDEN KEY 0 
and SILVER KEY 

CIRCLES 
Golden Key Circle Company Members 
Amazone Ground Care, Amenity Technology 
Products Ltd, Barenbrug, Bernhard and Company 
Ltd, Charterhouse Turf Machinery Ltd, Hayter Ltd, 
John Deere Ltd, Kubota UK Ltd, Mommersteeg 
International, Ocmis Irrigation UK Ltd, PGA 
European Tour, Rainbird, Rolawn, Rhone-Poulenc 
Amenity, Rigby Taylor Ltd, Scotts Turf and Amenity, 
Supaturf Products Ltd, Stylo Matchmakers, Textron 
Turf Care and Specialty Products, The Grass Roots 
Trading Company, The Toro Company 

Silver Key Circle Company Members 
Avoncrop Amenity Products, Ernest Doe & Sons, 
Lambert/Fenchurch UK Group Ltd, 
Sisis Equipment Ltd, Weed Free 
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Do1 hear...? 
S s h h h h ! 
How would Marcel Marceau fair as an auc-

tioneer? Yes I know it's a bit of a daft question 
but it's one I found myself asking when I first 
heard about BIGGA's new Silent Auction. 

However, having had the concept explained to 
me fully I realised that the world's foremost 
mime artiste would not be in Harrogate next 
year but that, despite this, the Silent Auction 
would be a superb event and one in which 
everyone who takes part benefits. 

Donors receive valuable publicity for their 
donated items; bidders get high quality items 
for considerably less than they would normally 
have to pay and BIGGA ends up with contribu-
tions towards its Building Fund. 

Admittedly it's not an idea for which the 
Association can take full credit as it has been a 
successful element of the GCSAA Show in 
America for a number of years and was debuted 
at the Canadian Golf Course Superintendent's 
Show in Toronto earlier this year to great 
acclaim. 

The idea works by companies and individuals 
donating items to the Auction. These are then 
grouped into categories. The top five items, val-
ued at £10,000 and over, are classed as The 
Premier Club and receive maximum publicity in 
the Silent Auction Catalogue, in the magazine, 
on BIGGA's Website and at an official reception 
during Harrogate week. The second category, 
The Masters Club, for items between £5,000 
and £10,000, also receives extensive publicity 
and the third is The Classic Club, for items 
ranging in value from £5,000 down to a mini-
mum of £250 

Bids sent via post, fax, e-mail and telephone to 
BIGGA HOUSE and in person during BTME 
2000 itself will be gathered and the highest bid 
for each item will secure the lot when they are 
announced on the final day of the show. The 
top items will be on display at a special Silent 
Auction stand in Hall Q where you will be able 
to see at close hand your intended prize and 
assess how little you might be able to bid and 
still come up smiling. 

I must admit I was a little disappointed that 
we wouldn't be seeing the theatre of a real live 
auction, complete with fast talking professional, 
but while the drama of a conventional auction 
might have brought additional excitement to 
the occasion, removing the worry of waving to a 
friend and ending up with a £15,000 bill for a 
triple mower or scratching your ear and finding 
yourself with two tonnes of organic fertiliser is 
more than compensation. 

Experience is a necessary quality for any con-
ventional auction visitor so the "Silent" method 
gives even the total rookie a chance of securing a 
magnificent bargain and saving a golf club a con-
siderable sum of money. There will also be many 
items of personal interest for which to bid. 

I believe the Silent Auction will 
certainly add to what is already 

..„-«gsrê w destined to be an unforget-
H ^ table BTME 2000 and 

B k hopefully it will become 
an established element 

of all BTME's to 
come. 

Editor; 
Scott MacCallum 

A 
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Cover Feature: 

MILLENNIUM 
BUG SPECIAL 

2 6 Bug Eyed 
BIGGA's Education and Training 
Manager, Ken Richardson, 
advises on how best to avoid 
the Millennium Bug 

4 6 Don't let it rain on your parade 
Graeme Francis looks at ways of 
avoiding the Millennium Bug 
infiltrating your irrigation system 

Features 
21 Sleeping Beauty 

Scott MacCallum visits Thorpeness Golf Club and 
finds an idyllic venue caught in a time warp 

31 Into the Future 
We asked some of the big machinery manufacturers how they 
have adapted to the needs of the modern day greenkeeper 

4 2 Going West 
South West and South Wales Regional Administrator, 
Paula Humphries, reports on the new look Westurf Exhibition 

4 3 Senses Working Overt ime 
Roland Taylor looks at ways in which you can use your own 
in built sensors to check on the well being of machinery 

5 2 G r e a t Scot ts 
BIGGA Golden Key Supporter, Scotts, has been particularly 
busy in the last couple of years. Not only purchasing other 
companies but coming up with exciting new products 
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GOLF COURSE ^rinrl-Qi urf 
SUPERINTENDENTS U R U L Î T ^ J J - _ _ _ 
ASSOCIATION I R E L A N D OF IRELAND 

3 - 4 N O V E M B E R , 1 9 9 9 

The Golf Course Superintendents Association 
of Ireland biannual turf maintenance exhibition 
is being held in the main hall, RDS, Dublin on 

3&4 November 1999. 

Can you, as an exhibitor, afford to miss out? 

This is an ideal opportunity to: 

* Research the Irish market 
* Strengthen existing relationships 
* Identify new distributors 
* and, importantly, meet new customers 

For information regarding stand cost, availability etc, 
please contact Tracy Coburn, GCSAI -

Tel: 01238 533667 Mobile: 07803 237247 

Water supply and irrigation 
systems start with 

GRUNDFOS PUMPS... 
Whether for sports turf irrigation, horticulture or rural 
water supplies Grundfos has an extensive range of 
pumps and equipment for a wide range of applications 
in the water supply industry. 
A recently extended range of borehole submersibles 
and vertical multistage booster pumps complement a 
wide choice of pac 
sets for 'one-stop' 
plant supply. 

For full details of 
Grundfos range, ' 
our leaflet 
hotline now on 

0500 00262 

GRUNDFOS 
GRUNDFOS PUMPS LTD. GROVEBURY ROAD 

LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDS. LU7 8TL 

Just 
the 
job 

To place an advertisement in the Recruitment Section, 

call Cheryl or Diane now on 0 1 3 4 7 8 3 3 8 0 0 

Greenkeeper 



Sportsturf Conference for Millennium Stephen Noye 
The first event of a new biennial 

European Scientific Sportsturf 
Conference - EuroTurf 2000 - is 
being planned for the first week in 
July, 2000, by Rhone Poulenc 
Amenity and the STRI. 

"We have asked sportsturf 
researchers across Europe what 
length of conference they would like 
and the majority have requested a 

two day event," said Austin Davies, 
Business Manager at Rhone Poulenc. 

"Creating a forum for the exchange 
of ground breaking research in 
European Sportsturf is seen by 
Rhone Poulenc as a great means of 
starting the new millennium with 
renewed drive and commitment." 

Dr Mike Canaway, Chief Executive 
of the STRI, is planning to launch a 

European Turfgrass Association at 
the conference. 

"I am currently discussing with col-
leagues in Europe the possibility of 
the formation of such an Association 
to improve the flow of information 
between EU Member States and 
between researchers, commercial 
companies and end users," explained 
Mike. 

John makes award a 'Shaw thing9 

Toro Commercial Product's dealer, 
John Shaw Machinery, has carried 
off the top prize in the latest annu-
al dealer awards having been voted 
Best Overall Dealer for 1998. It 
comes at a particularly busy time 
for the company which last year 
added Surrey, South London and 
East Berkshire to its existing terri-
tory of Sussex and Kent while it is 
also opening a new service depot in 
Gomshall, Surrey. 

Managing Director, John Shaw is 
pictured receiving a plaque to com-
memorate the win from Peter 
Mansfield, General Manager for 
Toro Commercial Products at Lely 
UK. Other members of the John 
Shaw team also pictured are David 
Cole, Marketing Director; Steve 
Vogels, Sales Director, and Miranda 
Meaden, After Sales Director. 

Investors in People 
But just how many people does it take to put up a plaque? 

Following last month's announcement that B IGGA had achieved "Investors in 
People" status the Association now boasts a f ine plaque for the wal l of B IGGA 

HOUSE. A formal presentat ion wil l be made to the Association at a later date but 
Nei l and the rest of the team are currently busy working out how to put this up. 

It is with great sadness that I 
report the death of Stephen Noye, 
Head Greenkeeper of Purdis Heath 
Golf Club, at Ipswich. He will be 
greatly missed by his family, 
friends, members of BIGGA and 
the members of Purdis Heath. 
Ian Willett 
East Anglia Section Secretary 

An eventful life 
News of the death of one of the 

greenkeeping's elder statesmen has 
reached BIGGA HOUSE. 

Pat Kirkpatrick, Head Greenkeeper 
at Dulwich and Sydenham Hill GC, 
for almost 30 years, and father of John 
Kirkpatrick who succeeded him for a 
further 20 years, was 94. 

In an eventful life he was a profes-
sional golfer and worked in the 
professional shop beside another assis-
tant by the name of Henry Cotton. 

In 1926 he became Professional/ 
Greenkeeper at Lake Garda in Italy 
and played in the first Italian Open in 
1926 finishing third. 

In 1939 he moved to Pallanza where 
he took over from JH Taylor who had 
laid out the course. From there he 
moved to Lugano where among others 
he gave lessons to the Aga Khan and 
Baron von Thyssen, who warned him 
of the forthcoming Second World War 
and advised him to return home. 

At Dulwich he also helped serve 
behind the bar and was universally 
popular, and he even after his retire-
ment in 1975, he continued to work 
part time. 

A workaholic, the lady of a house 
which backed onto a green asked Pat 
that as it was 6.30am could he not 
leave the green in front of her house 
until last. 

"Madam, this is the last," he said. 

Derek Hargreaves 

It is with great sadness that Sisis 
report the death of their retired 
Chairman, Derek Hargreaves, at the 
age of 86. 

Derek Hargreaves was the son of 
the founder of Sisis and father of 
Roger and William, the current Joint 
Managing Directors. He received 
the Institute of Groundsmanship 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 
1998. 



Eamonn Wall 
introduces 
new Directors 

Eamonn Wall & Co has appointed 
Alastair Seaman, (top) and John 
Nicholson, (above), as Company 
Directors, joining Managing Director, 
Eamonn Wall on the Board following 
the firm's recent incorporation. 
' Alastair, 30, joined the company in 
1994 and is based at the firm's Dollar 
office. He graduated from Edinburgh 
University with a joint forestry/agri-
cultural degree and has since 
obtained a MSc in Forestry from 
Oxford Forestry Institute. 

John, 42, joined the firm in '95 hav-
ing completed an HND in 
Arboriculture at Houghall College in 
Durham and is based in Durham. He 
is a keen golfer, lectures occasionally 
at Houghall College and is currently 
writing a book about Trees in the 
Golfing Landscape. 

Eamonn Wall <SL CO has a team of 
ten, seven in Scotland and three in 
England. 

Two new faces at BIGGA HOUSE 
Two new faces... and voices can 

be seen and heard at BIGGA 
HOUSE with the appointment of 
Diane Bray, left, as the latest mem-
ber of the Sales and Marketing 
team, and Christine Thackrah, right, 
as Receptionist/Clerk. 

Diane joins the Association from 
Plumb Centre where, based in the 
Head Office in Ripon, she worked in 
the marketing department working 
on sales and designing and produc-
ing the company's brochures. 

She has a Business Studies 
Diploma and is currently studying 
for Charter Institute of Marketing 
qualifications at York College of 
Further Education alongside one of 
her new colleagues, Jenny Panton. 

Diane, has a 12 year-old son, 
James, and has previously worked 
for the Ministry of Defence in 
Germany. 

She enjoys travelling, having 

notched up an impressive array of 
passport stamps. 

Christine actually began working 
at BIGGA HOUSE on the day it 
opened in a part-time capacity but 
she has recently taken up the 
newly-created full time position. 

She previously worked for the 
Joseph Rowntree Housing Trust in 

York and before that was Secretary 
to the Marketing Director of 
Waddington Games, the company 
which produces Monopoly. 

She is a season ticket holder for 
Leeds United, having been a fan 
since the age of 10, and enjoys 
walking her two King Charles 
spaniels, Becky and Cassie. 

A double whammy for Elmwood College 
Elmwood Golf Course has 

achieved a unique double award for 
its commitment to the Environ-
ment and Wildlife Conservation 
Initiatives. 

Jonathan Smith, of the Scottish 
Golf Course Wildlife Group, pre-
sented the Golf Course with the 
international award for protecting 
the environment - ISO 14001 and 
The Scottish Wildlife Charter to 
John Quinn, Director of Elmwood 
Golf Developments, with Elmwood 
the only UK course and one of only 
two in Europe to achieve the former. 

"The ISO 14001 Award represents 
a major advance in integrating envi-
ronmental management into all 
aspects of their operations. As the 
first college and golf facility in the 
UK to receive the award this is a 
milestone not only for the college 
itself but also for colleges and golf 
courses across the country," said 
Jonathan. 

"We look forward to assisting the 
college in their progress towards full 
certification in the Pan-European 
Committed to Green programme." 

Pictured are Steve Johnstone, John 
Salter, Andrew Morrison, Jonathan 
Smith, John Quinn, Irene Jones and 
Stuart MacDonald. 

Ernest Doe & Sons Ltd has been 
named by Textron Turf Care and 
Specialty Products as United 
Kingdom Dealer of the Year for 
1998. The Dealer of the Year award 
recognises outstanding sales growth 
and excellence in parts and service 
support for customers. The presen-
tation was made at a dealer meeting 
during the recent Golf Show, held in 
Orlando, Florida, USA. A special 
guest at the meeting was golf legend 
Arnold Palmer, who participated in 
the presentation. 

Ernest Doe & Sons Sales Manager 
Andy Turbin accepted the award 
from Palmer (centre left). Also pic-
tured (left to right) are Textron 
Golf, Turf Care and Specialty 
Products Group CEO Carl Burtner; 
Textron Turf Care And Specialty 
Products Marketing Director Peter 
Bell and Sales Manager Andrew 
Sunaway. 

From Arnie to Ernie 



St Andrews contract won by E-Z-GO 

Ian Forbes shakes hands with Harold Pinto, with Eddie Adams and Andrew Sunaway looking on 

Textron Turf Care and Specialty 
Products has signed an agreement 
with St Andrews for the exclusive 
supply contract with the club for 
the company's E-Z-GO golf cars. 

St Andrews has taken delivery of 
eight E-Z-GO petrol golf cars for 
the rental market, ten E-Z-GO cars 
for use as ranger vehicles and five 
E-Z-GO Workhorse utility vehicles. 

David Mclnroy, Managing 
Director of Scottish Grass 
Machinery, distributors of the 
Textron range of products in 
Scotland, said, "Obviously this is a 

very high profile contract to win so 
we are delighted to see E-Z-GO on 
the course at St.Andrews. It was 
particularly pleasing to us as we 
already had an exclusive supply 
contract with St.Andrews for 
Textron turf car products." 

The eight golf cars will be avail-
able to hire on the New and 
Strathtyrum Courses for senior cit-
izens and the disabled. The ten 
range vehicles are E-Z-GO golf cars 
specially fitted with Mauser cabs to 
protect the operators from the ele-
ments and have two seats with an 

additional flip-flop seats for 
increased flexibility. They will be 
used for the rangers to patrol the 
courses. 

The five E-Z-GO Workhorse 
1200s feature a 48-inch bed fitted 
with large cage attachments for lit-
ter collection and maintenance 
work. 

As part of the four year contract, 
Textron will also be supplying addi-
tional E-Z-GO golr cars and 
Workhorse utility vehicles for the 
2000 Open to be held at 
St.Andrews next year. 

Chinese 
delegation 
in Fife 

Elmwood College has hosted a 
delegation of top-level academics 
and business people from the 
People's Republic of China. 
Elmwood is developing the enor-
mous potential or the Chinese 
market for training and consultan-
cy in greenkeeping, golf course 
management and golf course main-
tenance. 

During the week delegates from 
the Golf College Shenzhen 
University, China Agricultural 
University in Beijing and Purple 
Clouds Golf Country Club visited 
golf courses all over Fife, and 
played the Old Course at St 
Andrews. 

Discussions took place with Elm-

tatives of companies who are sup-
porting the project. 

College Principal, Christina 
Potter, is pictured with Julia Minn, 
Golf College Shenzhen University, 
following the signing of letters of 
intent. 

wood representatives and culminat-
ed in the formal signing of letters of 
intent at a Reception on Thursday 
15 April. There to witness the sign-
ing were Chinese Vice-consult 
Chen Wenbing, Sir Michael 
Bonallack and guests and represen-

Joint venture 
has mark of 
prestige 

Hepworth Minerals and 
Chemicals and Tarmac Quarry 
Products have launched a joint ven-
ture company to be known as 
Prestige Sports Surfaces Ltd., 
which will specialise in the market-
ing and sale of sands, gravels, 
pre-blended root zones and top 
dressings for use in sports, leisure 
and horticultural applications. 

The aim of the new company 
will be to satisfy the diverse 
demands of customers and the mar-
ket by offering the broadest 
possible range of consistent quality 
products. 

The range of products, unique to 
a single supplier, will be available 
throughout the UK by taking 
advantage of the extensive number 
of quarries operated by both com-
panies and using the combined 
extensive distribution systems. 

Day to day responsibility will rest 
with General Manager of Prestige 
Sports Surfaces, Cliff Ogden, who 
will report to the Board of 
Directors nominated by HMC and 
TQP. 

There will be a dedicated, special-
ist sales team seconded to the new 
business, supported by a central 
sales office where all enquiries, 
deliveries and technical support 
will be co-ordinated. 

The existing Pro-Sport and 
Topsport product range including 
sands, root zones, top dressing, 
drainage gravels and pathway grav-
els will continue to be available 
from the joint venture company 
along with a developing range of 
new products suitable for the con-
struction of sports surfaces. 

\ % 
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Contact us 
You can contact The British 
and International Golf 
Greenkeepers Association 
in any number of ways: 

Post: BIGGA HOUSE, 
Aldwark, Alne, York, 
Y061 1UF 

Tel: 01347 833800 

Fax: 01347 833801 

E-mail: reception@bigga.co.uk 

Internet: www.bigga.org.uk 

mailto:reception@bigga.co.uk
http://www.bigga.org.uk


Macfie for 
President 

Kim Macfie, Sales and Marketing 
Director of Hayter Ltd, has been 
elected President of the Agricultural 
Engineers Association for 1999/2000. 
Kim has been Chairman of the AEA's 
Outdoor Power Equipment Council 
for the last two years and a member of 
the finance and general purposes 
committee since 1993. 

Flowtronex help to pump up St Andrews 
Flowtronex Europe has just 
completed the handover of 
what is probably the biggest 
ever irrigation pump set in 
the UK for St Andrews Links. 
The pump set can pump 
water at a rate of 540 
m3/hour at 9 bar to all of the 
St Andrews courses. 
"It was a complex project and 
we are absolutely delighted 
with the progress made," 
said Links Manager Ian 
Forbes. 
Attending the hand over 
ceremony, Flowtronex Europe 
Managing Director, Steve 
Hockley said;"lt is an 
honour to be part of such a 
prestigious project." 

Two new product ranges from Avoncrop 
Avoncrop Amenity Products has 

launched two new product ranges. 
Surf to Turf is a range of seaweed 

products, imported from the Irish 
Republic, with five liquids all based 
on the the seaweed species 
Ascophillum Nodosum with added 
humic acid, chelated iron and various 
NPK levels. 

The products contain naturally 
occurring bio stimulants and micro 
nutrients including calcium, helping 

to produce healthy turf with increased 
tolerance to stress. 

The Roots range of products, 
imported from the United States, 
have four formulations. Roots 2 con-
centrate is a bio stimulant with humic 
acid kelp seaweed and complex carbo-
hydrates which encourages better root 
development increasing the root to 
shoot ratio, improving the plant's 
ability to cope with stress as well as 
the uptake of applied fertilisers. 

Fe 8% is a chelated product giving 
green up within 24 hours but with 
good longevity, leaving no residues in 
the soil. 

Iron Roots is a combination of both 
Roots 2 and Fe 8% offering the 
advantages of both in one spray 
application while Roots 1-2-3 Premix 
is a three way product designed to 
prevent and alleviate stress in turf. 

For further information Tel: 01934 
820868. 

WITH BIGGA 
EDUCATION 
— 

Golf Guíen 
UteOIKTKUCTION 

I Gov Comme | w! 

Golf Cour ve 
I Pmmmtion Í3 

1 ^enJ t ' Í ^ V ' V WisMM 

I 

Golf Course 
Preparation Video 
£14.95 to BIGGA members 
£29.95 to non-members 

Golf Course 
Reconstruction Video 
£14.95 to BIGGA members 
£29.95 to non-members 

Ecology Book 
£3.00 to BIGGA members 
£7.00 to non-members 

Ecology Video 
£14.95 to BIGGA members 
£29.95 to non-members 

Raising the 
Standards of Mowing Management 
Video 
£14.95 to BIGGA members 
£29.95 to non-members 

Setting the Standard in Spraying 
Application Video 
£14.95 to BIGGA members 
£29.95 to non-members 

British & International Golf Greenkeepers Association, BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Aine, York, Y061 1UF Tel: 01347 833800 Fax: 01347 833801 Email: education@bigga.co.uk 

mailto:education@bigga.co.uk


LAKE LINERS 
Donnington Valley Golf Club: 1998 Project 

Eyhurst Golf Club: Reservoir Liner (exposed) London Golf Club: New Lake Liner Oxfordshire Golf Club: 1991 Project 

• We provide high performance 
polyethylene liners to fully 
waterproof your proposed 
reservoir, lake, pond or similar 

undertaken nationally, are 
covered by warranties 

• For your assurance, our site 
installation works, which are 

/MPS* S 
M/ 

• Our lining systems are used in 
the refurbishment of existing 
water features which leak 

• If required, we can supply 
fabricated liner panels for your 
own installation 

• We advise on all preparatory 
and finishing earthworks 
required 

GEOSYNTHETIC TECHNOLOGY LIMITED 

Nags Corner, Wiston Road, Nayland, Colchester, Essex C 0 6 4LT 

Tel: 0 1 2 0 6 2 6 2 6 7 6 Fax: 0 1 2 0 6 2 6 2 9 9 8 
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Rain Bird 
crack code 

The new DC-200 central control 
for Rain Bird's Golf Division is 
designed to deliver flexibility and 
water savings for golf courses with 
decoder-based irrigation systems. 

A wall-mounted unit, DC-200 
combines the reliability of two-wire 
technology with the proven in-field 
communication of buried field 
decoders. It is compatible with rain 
Bird FD-210 and FD-610 decoders 
which can operate from one to six 
valves without the use of a field satel-
lite. 

In addition it can store five separate 
irrigation programmes, plus one test 
schedule, while the Water Budget 
button helps save water by increasing 
or decreasing the watering times of all 
decoders in a schedule. 

For further information Tel: 00 1 
800 984 2255 

Millennium 
status for 
Doggy bins 

Glasdon Retriever Dog Waste Bins 
have been granted Millennium 
Product status by the Design Council. 

The bins are purpose-designed dog 
foul containers with a secure metal 
chute ensuring hygienic operations 
pivot action for fast and effective 
emptying and a completely remov-
able door. 

For further information Tel: 01253 
600400 

New products from Rigby Taylor 
Amino-sorb is the latest addition to 

the Mascot Specialties range from 
Rigby Taylor. 

It is an amino acid based supple-
ment that gives turf maximum 
protection ana recovery from stress. 

The two products Amino-Sorb R 
(root acting) and Amino-Sorb F 
(foliar acting) are ideally applied as a 
programme through the year to 
enhance recovery from stress, increase 
photosynthesis and chlorophyll con-
tent as well as enhancing germination 
and increasing root growth or stressed 
turf. 

With another product launch, 
Rigby Taylor has also introduced 
Integrate Soil Conditioner to the UK 
market. 

Applied to the turf as a convention-
al high volume spray the polymers in 
Integrate unwind and move down 
through the soil profile, penetrating 
layers and solid soil structures. The 
"fines' that are clogging the pore 
spaces are then solubilised by 
Integrate which draws together the 
clay and organic soil particles into soil 
aggregates with the same and the silt. 

Following a programme of treat-
ments the turf manager will see the 
results in reduced soil compaction 
and lower bulk density. 

Integrate is a product manufactured 
by Milliken Chemical, the supplier of 
Blazon Spray pattern indicator. It is 

totally non phytotoxic and has no 
potential for "burn". 

It is supplied in 10 litre packs and 
costs between £75 and £150 per 
hectare. 

For further information Tel: 01245 
222750. 

Iseki launch new mid-size tractor 
Iseki has launched a new addition 
to its tractor range with the intro-
duction of the TR63. 
The TR63 is a mid-sized tractor 
offering power and versatility for 
a range of turf care and agricul-
tural applications. 
Powered by a new 66hp Iseki 
designed Perkins, direct injection 
4-cylinder diesel engine, it gives a 
cleaner 'burn' and low exhaust 
and noise emissions. 
The bonnet with quick lift-off side 

panels gives easy access for rou-
tine maintenance. 
Synchromesh transmission pro-
vides 25 forward and 25 reverse 
speeds with a maximum road 
speed of 24 mph (40 km/h). 
To keep the TR 63 moving the 
tractor has push button electro-
hydraulically engaged 4-wheel 
drive and simultaneous locking of 
front and rear differentials. 
The hydraulic lift capacity is 
2100kg making it capable of han-

dling most mounted or trailed 
equipment with ease. Optional lift 
arms are also available to boost 
the capacity to a hefty 3400kg. 
The Iseki TR 63 is ideally suited 
to be fitted with the Ransomes 
Hydraulic 5/7 using a specially 
designed adaptor kit. 
Textron can now offer one-stop 
shopping for a high output mow-
ing combination. 
For further information Tel: 01473 
270000 

Safer surfaces 
pave the way 
at KSM 

KSM Ltd has launched a selec-
tion of eco-friendly rubber slabs 
which are soft on steel and other 
rubber commonly used as spikes in 
golf shoes. 

The slabs are available in three 
standard sizes and three colours -
charcoal, terracotta and emerald. 
The can easily be laid on concrete, 
hardcore, sand or wood using 
cement, epoxy resin or other bond-
ing agents. 

For further information Tel: 
01376 515164. 
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Letters 

Velvet Bent: 
Not the answer 

I would like to take issue with the 
article in the April issue of 
Greenkeeper International in which 
we were told that velvet bent is the 
'in' grass. In my view it makes 
extravagant claims and displays lit-
tle knowledge of greenkeeping. 

Can I also point out that A. capil-
laris is the old specific name for A. 
tenuis browntop (the new name was 
substituted in 1918! ref. Beard). 

A. canina is indeed a lover of 
(very) wet soils. It was rejected 
many years ago, before New 
Zealand and Oregon browntops 
formed a reliable seed source for a 
better grass. If you think this is an 
opinion and not a fact, let me quote 
Professor Vargas (not unknown to 
some of your readers) on the sub-
ject, relating to Kingstown velvet 
bent, of which Avalon is only an 
improved strain. 

"Velvet bent (Kingstown) lacks 
the disease resistance and competi-
tive ability necessary to make it a 

desirable turf grass species. It is 
even more susceptible to disease 
than Penncross; is not very tolerant 
of high temperatures and has a ten-
dency to lie flat in summer time 
thus making an undesirable putting 
surface. It simply will not compete 
with Poa annua, which eventually 
will take over". 

Advice to feed velvet bent more 
and especially to LIME(!) greens 
will be regarded by all greenkeepers 
as very dubious. 

In snort velvet bent is emphatical-
ly not the answer. A. canina has 
been tried and found wanting for at 
least 65 years. A comparison could 
be made with Penncross which was 
considered to be the answer to all 
our prayers, more than a decade 
ago. It certainly is not now, nor 
indeed its successors. 

J.H. Arthur, 
Budleigh, Salterton 

Welsh Open at 
Celtic Manor 

Celtic Manor, in Newport, South 
Wales is to host the Welsh Open for 
at least three years from next year, 
as the first step towards its new 
7,450 yard Wentwood Hills course 
becoming a contender to host the 
2009 Ryder Cup. 

The new course was opened by 
Wales' new First Minister Alun 
Michaels following an exhibition 
match between Ian Woosnam and 
this year's Ryder Cup Captain Mark 
James. 

Director of Golf at the Resort is 
Jim McKenzie who was recently 
promoted to the post having previ-
ously been Course Manager. 

New features 
for Pattisson's 
aluminium 
hole cup 

H. Pattisson & Co, which has 
recently become a distributor for he 
Standard Golf range, has launched 
a new aluminium hole cup. 

Sporting a new and improved 
design the new hole cup is a copy of 
the polymer bogey hole cup with 
anti mud features, while a new and 
improved hole club is available is 
available in plain and white lined. 

For further information Tel: 
01494 79 46 46. 

Re-election for Howard Swan 
Howard Swan has been re-elected 

as President of the British Institute 
of Golf Course Architects for the 
forthcoming year with Jeremy Pern 
as Vice President. 

"I look forward to a second year 
as President and, with our 
Committee, the progress that we 
shall be striving to make to 
advance the profession and the 

Institute throughout Europe and 
elsewhere in the year to come," 
said Howard. 

The most important issue facing 
the Institute in the year ahead is 
the possibility of a merger with the 
European Society and the French 
Architects' Group and the debate 
will continue towards a coming 
together in the Millennium. 

Another example of 
perfect spacing 
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HEAD OFFICE 01460 241939 
SCOTLAND OFFICE 0131 220 2102 



Strength, creative thinking 
and teamwork 
When William Webb Ellis first picked up the ball and ran with it at Rugby 
School all those years ago, the game of rugby was created. 

The game now relies on a careful blend of strength, creative thinking and 
teamwork, played on an international stage and followed by millions of 
informed individuals. 

Textron apply the same formula to their business and have created 
a world ranking Turf Care and Specialty Product group, which comprises 
the product muscle of Ransomes, Jacobsen, Cushman, Ryan, E-Z-GO 
and Iseki. 

Our goal is to make it easy for you to do business with us and offer you 
the best and most comprehensive range of products on the market. 
Good for the industry, good for business and good for you. 

For more information on products please phone 0500 026208. 

TEXTRON 
TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS 

RANSOMES • JACOBSEN • CUSHMAN • RYAN • E-Z-GO • ISEKI 

Ransomes Way, Ipswich, England IP3 9QG Telephone: (01473) 270000 Fax: (01473) 276300 



Through the plat form of the Learning Experience 
J im Arthur talks about the need to be sensible 
when it comes to water ing. . . 

It never 

BIGGA 

TEXTRON 
TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS 
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rains... 

As a life-time student of Homo 
Sapiens or even that aberrant strain, H. 
Viridis, or 'Greens', I am always fasci-
nated by reading between the lines of 
articles or speeches and to identify the 
obvious breaches of the first law of 
logic, ie correct observation must be fol-
lowed by correct deduction. 

When it is not, problems remain 
unsolved, vast sums of money are spent 
(or advised to be spent) quite ineffec-
tively because the true cause has not 
been properly identified. 

We are informed that rainwater is 
acid, so golf greens will naturally 
become more acidic. Quite apart from 
the fact that we would need to live in 
monsoon conditions for much of the 
year for there to be significant acidifica-
tion, no account is taken of the fact that 
today's bought-in top dressings are 
mostly on the alkaline side (the best 
around pH 6.8) so very little top dress-
ing would soon neutralise any 
acidification by rain. 

In passing, the whole argument is aca-
demic because "the ideal pH is the one 
you have" - so don't try to waste time 
and money altering it - certainly never, 
ever lime fine turf; the result is not just 
lush grass and earthworms but Take-All 

Patch for which only time is a cure. 
Similarly with irrigation, quite unsus-

tainable claims are maae and an 
enormous pseudo-science has arisen to 
complicate an essentially simple opera-
tion. 

I have been wrongly accused of saying 
that pop-ups have ruined more greens 
than any other single factor. It is the 
misuse of pop-ups which is the true 
problem - and the fact that they make 
it so easy to over-water at the turn of a 
dial. 

The temptation is greater because too 
many of today's golfers equate quality 
simply on the basis of colour - "if it isn t 
green it must be dead". 

In truth "beautifully lush" is a contra-
diction in terms and anyone who 
prefers the viridian green so often seen 
on televised golf to the terre verte of 
natural courses (which are rarely uni-
formly green save when over watered, 
by rain as well as pop-ups!) needs coun-
selling. 

All we are aiming at in irrigation is 
simplicity itself. We need water merely 
to keep the grass alive, not to make it ren, not to make it grow and certain-

never to make greens soft and 
holding. 

There are a few simple rules which are 
so logical as to defy contradiction. The 
first law is to start late and finish early 
April is a winter month and if one falls 
for the temptation to water in an early 
dry spell - the usual false spring - then 
sure enough the weather will deterio-
rate, as we saw in this and many other 
springs. 

Cold wet greens take far longer to 
warm up when the weather improves 
then cold dry ones, so growth is 
delayed. Equally at the other end, it is 
sound practice to stop all irrigation 
after the end of August, whatever 
September brings. 

The aim is to go into winter with dry 
greens and a weeks watering in early 
September absolutely guarantees the 
next weeks are torrential, just as clean-
ing one's car invites rain. Early May is 
not too late in most years, and only 
optimists go on watering after the end 
of August. 

If you really feel that greens are being 
over-stressed in a very early spring, then 
water (sparingly) in the day, not at 
night when the effects of late frosts and 
irrigation can be very unhappy 

So much for timing - what about 
quantity A huge industry has arisen, 



It never rains.. TEXTRON 
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All we are aiming at in 
irrigation is simplicity 
itself. We need water 

merely to keep the 
grass alive, not to 

make it green, not to 
make it grow and 
certainly never to 
make greens soft 

and holding. 

based on computer sci-
ence and nit-picking 
measurements, calculating 
the short-fall and reckon-
ing precipitation rates to 
mini-seconds duration. 
Many greens on the same 
course have different irri-
gation requirements, 
linked to exposed versus 
sheltered sites, the perme-
ability of the root zone 
and related drainage. 

Experienced course 
managers know these dif-
ferent requirements (and 
less experienced ones can 
learn) - and set the con-
trols accordingly However 
'scientific' systems may 

be, there is no better way of checking 
than going out and seeing for oneself. 
How many course managers actually 
check that five minutes on the dial 
equate with five minutes actual delivery 

No one suggests spending all night 
with a stop watch. When I was helping 
with the presentation for Open 
Championships, I used to go out, alone 
or with the head man, at night random-
ly picking say four greens. 

We both got considerable surprises at 
times - with old control systems failing 
to deliver or to stop! Look especially for 
the green which is starting to shine, or 
conversely one which looks too wet -
but all set at the same control time. 

Look also for missed areas indicating 
multifunction heads, remembering that 
each head waters the far side of the 
green, so a dry area relates to the head 
opposite. 

I well remember going round a 
neglected Irish Championship links, 
where the pro was in charge, pointing 
out to him at a distance of 100 or more 
yards which heads were blocked. He 
didn't last long and the appointment of 
an experienced links man revolutionised 
not just the irrigation system but the 
presentation of the whole course. 

Frankly - and do not dismiss my views 
as those of an old fogey -1 have little 
time for such precision, even if it is real-
ly achieved in practice. What we are 
aiming at is the effect of a good shower 
once a night every night in drought, not 
a thunderstorm every three to six days. 
In practice a good guide is about 4-6 
minutes with standard heads delivering 
30-40gpm for a 600 m2 green - but this 
is only a guide. 

If in doubt, don't water, or use less 
water. "Over-watering is the cardinal sin 
of greenkeeping" is a remark made, 
believe it or not, by revered American A1 
Radko, late National Director of the 
USGA Green Section. 

There are of course other aspects of 
irrigation such as syringing to cool 
greens in day time in summer heat, and 
watering in dressings. To do this effi-

ciently, it is highly desirable for the irri- The cost of constructing such features is 
gation system to be so designed that all very considerable, quite apart from sit-
the heads come on simultaneously on ting them. 
one green. Maintaining them is not cheap either. 

To save money by falsely economising Do not be tempted into making them a 
in pipe sizes, some systems are designed feature of the course, as when they are 
to use limited flow, by one head coming partly exhausted at the end of a dry 
on at a time in say four different zones summer they have all the appeal of an 
of the course. This makes visual control African watering hole at the end of the 
impossible - and many other snags con- dry season. 
nected with weather and play mean My advice is to thoroughly investigate 
such systems should be outlawed or and cost mains water' before wasting 
modified. money on a reservoir. It always pays "to 

Similarly all heads should be easily ask the expert" but do see he is truly 
and quickly adjustable, to cover say sur- independent and not a camouflaged 
rounds periodically but not representative of an irrigation company 
permanently - and if you have to wear a - who, however competent, is liable to 
wet suit just to adjust a head with the offer biased advice, 
system operating, it simply does not get Finally we come to water quality In 
done. this country there are few causes for 

On this topic, the old idea of watering concern - all that water needs to be is 
approaches with greens has long been wet. In some mining areas there may be 
condemned. toxicity problems - but a quick test for 

Inherently poorer drainage on toxic and saline contamination is not 
approaches and the need to retain firm- expensive. In the states, it is often a dif-
ness while maintaining grass cover ferent question, 
means they need far less - usually only Using water derived from what they 
three times a week, even if other areas call soaic soils, one sees pH figures 
e.g. tees, demand attention. greater than 9, high salinity and nice lit-

This brings us to fairway watering - a tie surprises such as high aluminium 
vexed question. I suppose, where money and copper. 
is no object and proper controls Désalinisation plants are essential -
ensured, wall-to-wall fairway watering is but lucidly we do not have this problem 
not such a criminal waste of money as it here. I never cease to stress that green-
would be where budgets are more strait- keeping is simple common-sense and 
ened. 

It is all linked to this mis-
taken chase after colour. If • r r -
fairways do go brown in a » f a i r w a y s d o g o b r o w n 
long summer drought, ¡ n a | Q n g s u m m e r 

does rt really matter, when ^ 
a few days rain will soon drought, does it really 
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improve wear resistance, rain will SOOn turn them 
but it may speed up recov-
ery Fairways which thin g r e e n a g a i n -
out badly in a normal dry 
summer are likely to be 
dominated by Poa annua - indicative of those who strive to make mysteries 
insufficient aeration and inadequate where none exist, do neither the game 
top-dressing with moisture retaining not themselves a service, 
materials such as fen peat or green Defenders of mystiques try to explain 
waste. that it is all the extra traffic that makes 

Fairway watering is not an absolute it necessary to apply magic mixtures or 
essential unless outside factors prevail apply everything to the level of several 
e.g. the need to tart a course up for a decimal points, 
televised tournament. If it is installed, They do not fool well trained green-
clearly one must be sure of adequate keepers, brought up on the need to keep 
water supplies. courses of the poor side; use water sen-

Water authorities in almost all areas, sibly; aerate like mad (never mind the 
including those like the South West, golfers, they will forgive you when the 
with a chronic history of hose-pipe courses are open when others are shut in 
bans, have guaranteed their golf course winter) and generally follow tried and 
customers supplies save only perhaps tested methods proven by a century of 
for restrictions over at almost 2 weeks of research and practice, 
extreme drought in one year out of 5 or Much is talked of thatch and black 
6. layer! Water less and make sure it goes 

There are serious objections however deep by aeration and both will disap-
to mid-seasonal extraction - most pear - especially if you cut out 
authorities allow water to be held back phosphatic fertilisers! 
in storage reservoirs only during winter. But that's another story... 
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Over 1 0 0 new members joined B IGGA in 
Apri l . Tracey Maddison, Membership 
Services Officer, welcomes them on 
behalf of the Association and highlights 
a money saving membership benefit . . . 

D o y o u p a y y o u r o w n s u b s c r i p t i o n m a t e profess ional body, ai 
f ees? ship fees t o s u c h b o d i e s 

for t a x relief. 

a n d m e m b e r -
are eligible 

Y e s . 

T h e n , w o u l d y o u l ike s o m e m o n e y 
b a c k ? 

Y e s , b u t h o w ? 

I f y o u p a y f o r y o u r o w n subscr ip-
t i o n s , t h e n y o u c a n a p p l y t o t h e t a x 
o f f i ce for a r e f u n d o f 2 3 % o f t h e sub-
s c r i p t i o n a m o u n t . F o r e x a m p l e o n a 
C o u r s e M a n a g e r / H e a d G r e e n k e e p e r 
fee o f £ 7 3 t h a t ' s a l m o s t £ 1 7 ! A n d a 
p o t e n t i a l saving o f £ 1 1 . 5 0 f o r a n 
A s s i s t a n t G r e e n k e e p e r . 

R e a l l y ? W h a t ' s t h e r e a s o n ? 

W e l l , b e c a u s e B I G G A is r e c o g n i s e d 
b y t h e I n l a n d R e v e n u e as a legiti-

BIGGA welcomes... 

I h a v e n ' t g o t t h e t i m e t o c o m p l e t e 
l o t s o f c o m p l i c a t e d f o r m s . . . 

You d o n ' t h a v e t o ! All y o u h a v e t o d o 
is t o i n f o r m y o u r loca l t a x of f i ce t h a t 
y o u are p a y i n g y o u r o w n fees a n d , t o 
m a k e life e v e n easier, B I G G A h a s a 
s imple f o r m y o u c a n c o m p l e t e a n d 
s e n d t o y o u r local t a x of f ice . S o g o o n 
d o it now, a f t e r all t h e m o n e y is 
y o u r s ! 

S t a r t saving y o u r s e l f m o n e y , te le-
p h o n e 0 1 3 4 7 8 3 3 8 0 0 a n d B I G G A 
will s e n d y o u a f o r m today. 

( B I G G A regrets t h a t t h e A s s o c i a t i o n 
is u n a b l e t o t r a c e m e m b e r s h i p pay-
m e n t s p r i o r t o 1 9 9 6 ) 

Scottish Region 

Scott Barclay North 
Gerard Bradley West 
William Campbell Ayrshire 
Brian Heggie Central 
Stephen Higgins Ayrshire 
Neil Kidd North 
Keith Law North 
Justin Lochrie North 
Christopher McKenzie Central 
Alan Miller West 
Ross Perrie Wesf 
David Sutherland Central 
Scott Wilson West 

Northern Region 

Alistair Boich Northern 
Clifford Bunn North East 
David Burnett Northern 
Joseph Cassell Northern 
Mark Davies North West 
Mark Dineley North West 
Neil Dixon North West 
Matthew Folka North West 
Thomas Givnan North West 
Lee Hinks-Edwards North Wales 
Brian Hudson Northern 
Kevin Irving North West 
Gareth Jones North Wales 
Mark Longmate Sheffield 
Donald MacLean North East 
Brian McArdle North East 
Jonathan McNally Cleveland 
Neil Morley North West 
Michael Nelson Northern 
Matthew Proudman North West 
Steven Richardson North East 
John Rippon North East 
Glenys Vaughan North West 

Midland Region 

Gareth Acteson BB&O 
Gareth Blinko BB&O 
Austin Brown BB&O 

Paul Chiverton BB&O 
Saul Coulson MidAnglia 
Terry Cutler Mid Anglia 
Ben Fillary East Midland 
Richard Goddard Mid Anglia 
Tim Hammond BB&O 
Steven Heath Midland 
Matthew Hutcheson Mid Anglia 
Mark Lambert MidAnglia 
Jonathon Leadbeater Mid Anglia 
Douglas MacGregor Midland 
Christopher Maynard MidAnglia 
Colin David McBeth Midland 
David Pavey BB&O 
Matthew Richards Midland 
Karl Robinson BB&O 
Andrew Ross BB&O 
Robert Spikings Mid Anglia 
Michael Stewart BB&O 
Craig Turner East of England 
Luke Vincent East Midland 
Shane Wells Northern 
Alan Wright BB&O 

South East Region 

Richard Atkins Kent 
Simon Berry Sussex 
Graham Brumpton East Anglia 
David Bull London 
Ben Burnham London 
Dean Callaghan Surrey 
David Fosh London 
Mark Gordon Surrey 
Daniel Harvey Essex 
Rory Hilldrup Surrey 
Martin Howard Essex 
Andrew Javeleau Surrey 
Robert Kemmence Kent 
Nicholas Kikkides Essex 
David Lerpiniere Kent 
Timothy Lower Kent 
Kevin Martin Surrey 
Daniel Matthews Surrey 
Andrew Miller Essex 
Timothy Nunn Kent 
Paul Tubb London 

Lee West Surrey 
Sheila Wheston Kent 

S West & S Wales Region 

James Bastian South Coast 
Matthew Cook South Wales 
Simon Dungey South Coast 
Matthew Gleed South Coast 
Kristian Hewitt South Coast 
Raymond Hobden South Coast 
Paul Holloway South West 
James Kennedy South Coast 
Darren Moxham South West 
Grieg Osborne South Coast 
Michael Pembroke South West 
Delwyn Pople South West 
Andrew Ricketts South Wales 
Keith Robinson Devon & Cornwall 
Gavin Rogerson South West 
Anthony Vokes Devon & Cornwall 
Jake Waites South Wales 
Richard Williams South Coast 
Mark Zealander South Coast 

Associate members 

James Burnside West 
Anthony Beaumont Northern 
David Orchard North West 
Dean Stanton North Wales 
Michael Cox BB&O 

International members 

Philip Ingram Germany 
Ellert Thorarinsson Iceland 
Paul Stevens Canada 
Kelly-Maree Rowe New Zealand 
Charles Woodhouse Hong Kong 

ALL WEATHER SURFACES « 
DRIVING RANGE EQUIPMENT « 

DRIVING FORCE LEISURE EUROPE LTD. 
B A D C O C K H O U S E , D O L P H I N P A R K , E U R O L I N K I N D . C E N T R E 

S I T T I N G B O U R N E , K E N T M E 1 0 3 R L 

TEL: 0 1 7 9 5 4 2 7 3 3 3 F A X : 0 1 7 9 5 4 2 5 2 2 2 

ADAS 

ADAS are now 
offering more courses 

on pest control 
At more locations nationwide 

Training courses are certificated and attract BASIS points and satisfy the 
suppliers' requirements for users to buy and store Part I pesticides. 

Courses offered include 

Safety with Pesticides, Control of Moles, Control of Rabbits and Control 
of Rodents. Courses will be held at Leicester (June), Manchester 

(September), Gatwick (October), Exeter (December), Berkekey, Gloucs. 
(January), Wetherby (February) and Edinburgh (April). 

Information on tailor-made courses at your own venue 
is available on request. 

For further information or to register course 
attendance contact Jan Pullen 01626 892639 

or Ed Allan 01303 863948 



This month, Ken Richardson, BIGGA's Education & Training 
Manager, takes a look at the need for continual training, 
and outlines some of the training courses on offer 

Are you fully trained? Are you 
competent to ao all of the tasks set 
by your management? If you can 
answer yes to one or both of these 
questions then either: 

a. You did not understand the 
question; or 

b. You think that you know more 
than you do. 

In the rapidly changing, cost con-
scious, quality led business 
environment in which golf green-
keepers work, success and in some 
cases survival can be achieved only if 
the need for training, development 
and continuous learning are seen as 
essential. 

BIGGA can help greenkeepers 
with their development through its 
Regional and BIGGA H O U S E 
Training Courses. These courses are 
designed to meet the needs of green-
keepers wanting to improve not only 
their supervisory and management 
skills but also their knowledge of 
computing, health and safety, turf 
science and golf course design. 

Courses planned for 1999/2000 
are: 

BIGGA HOUSE 

Managing People Module 1 
11-15 October 1999 

This course introduces a range of 
interpersonal skills needed in super-
visory management and includes: 

time management - planning and 
prioritising - setting objectives - the 
importance of delegation - Gantt 
charts and time planners - overcom-
ing procrastination - action 
planning. Team work - identifying 
strengths and weaknesses - ensuring 
effective teams - delegating - moti-
vating - team briefings. Leadership 
skills - action centred leadership -
leadership styles - practical leader-
ship exercises. Computers in 
greenkeeping management - intro-
duction to the use of digital 
computers. 

Managing People Module 2 
18-22 October 1999 

This course builds on the knowl-
edge gained in Module 1 and 
includes: 

guidance skills - listening - ques-
tioning - summarising 
paraphrasing - giving information 
and advice. Appraisals - appraisal 
interviews - guidance strategies -
constructive feedback. Grievance 
and discipline skills - employment 
protection - formal and informal 
warnings - assertive communication. 
The use of computers in manage-
ment - written communication. 

Managing Operations and 
Resources 
25-29 October 1999 

This course looks at financial plan-
ning, project management and the 
effective use of resources. It 
includes: 

basic financial management - esti-
mating costs - budget forecasts -
cash now forecasts - managed dele-
gated budgets - production and 
maintenance of financial records. 
Project management - objectives and 
specifications - estimating time -
milestone plans - critical path analy-
sis - network diagrams and Gantt 
charts - project reviews and evalua-
tion. Planning and control of 
resources - maintaining services and 
operations - improving customer ser-
vice. The use of computers in 
greenkeeping management - spread-
sheets and project management. 

Managing Information 
1 -5 November 1999 

This course looks at methods of 
communicating information to oth-
ers and includes: 

Writing memos and letters - writ-
ing reports, storage and retrieval of 
information - electronic communi-
cation. Managing meetings -
agendas and minutes - oral commu-
nication - audio visual aids -
delivering presentation - coping with 
questions. The use of computers in 
communication. 

Managing Golf Course 
Development 
8-12 November 1999 

This course is aimed mainly at 
those delegates who have completed 
Weeks 1 to 4 and looks at: Health 
and Safety Update - Developing 
Working Relationships - Soil and 
Plant Analysis - Defining Seed and 
Turf Quality - Computers in green-
keeping management. 

The cost of each course including 
four nights' accommodation, meals 
and all tuition is as follows; 

BIGGA Members £525 + VAT 
(£616.88) 
Non Member £625 + VAT 
(£734.38) 

All delegates will receive a certifi-
cate of attendance which can be 
used as part of an N/SVQ portfolio 
of evidence. 

Further details and a booking 
form are included in the leaflet, 
distributed with this magazine. 

The BIGGA 1999/2000 Regional 
Courses are being finalised and full 
details will be enclosed with the July 
copy of this magazine. Planned 
courses include: 

Budgeting and Finance 
Project Management 
Health and Safety 
Soil Science 
Golf Course Design 
Essential Management Skills 
Computing for Greenkeepers 

Thanks to the contributors to the 
BIGGA Education and Development 
Fund the cost of Regional Courses is 
kept very low thanKs to a massive 
subsidy. Make sure of your place by 
booking early. 
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The difference 
is Flowtronex 

Whether you want to keep your green green or your pitch 
perfect, Flowtronex makes the difference. 

Flowtronex variable speed pump sets are the heart of any 
irrigation system, boosting flow and pressure wherever it is 
needed to make the most of your landscape. 

Integrating the latest in variable speed technology with superior 
design, engineering and construction, Flowtronex brings you 
energy savings of up to 50% and reduced maintenance costs. 

And when you order a Flowtronex pump set you can have every 
confidence that it has been designed to meet your specific 
requirements - from bowling greens to championship courses. 

With a pump set from Flowtronex you can see the difference. 

2 Relay Road, Waterlooville, Hampshire P07 7XA, England 

Tel: + 4 4 (0) 1705 268511 Fax: + 4 4 (0) 1705 241263 

Great golf is built on 

Topsport^> 
At Tarmac we take sport and leisure extremely seriously. 
Created to satisfy the most exacting professional requirements, 
Topsport is a tried and tested range of specialist products for 
use in the construction and maintenance of a vast array of 
sports and leisure surfaces, and has been used by some of the 
UK's premier sporting venues. 
Used extensively by golf courses throughout the UK, including 
Royal Birkdale, our impressive range of rootzones (up to USGA 
Standard), topdressings, bunker sands, pathway materials 
and drainage aggregates ensure maximum performance all 
year round. 

Topsport products can be supplied nationwide and are 
matched by first-rate technical and sales support from Tarmac 
Quarry Products, the UK's largest aggregate producer. 
Not only determined to meet, but to exceed customer 
expectations, our aim is to ensure that whatever your 
particular needs, Topsport has the proven experience, quality 
and expertise to help you achieve perfect results. 

For further details on any of the 
Topsport range of products telephone 

01298 213740 
Tarmac Quarry Products Limited, Moorcroft, Lismore Road, Buxton, 

Derbyshire SK17 9 A P. 

Tarmac 



What has BIGGA 
got to shout aboutP 

Find out in next month's magazine 



There is nothing more satisfying than to see 
something restored to its original splendour. 
It can be a classic car or perhaps a piece of 
period furniture but in the case of one little 
corner of East Anglia it's a golf course. 
Thanks to the combined efforts of committed 
new owners, the Course Manager and his 
team and the club pro, Thorpeness Golf 
Course is being returned to the quality envis-
aged by the great James Braid when he 
designed it 75 years ago. 

Although now known as the home of the 
Sizewell Nuclear Power Station - which offers a 
unique backdrop to the 10th hole - Thorpeness 
itself was built in the early part of the century as 
a holiday village for diplomats who had spent 
time out of the country but who, on their 
return, could enjoy some time in retreat taking 
advantage of the sailing, fishing, walking and 
golf offered bv this little oasis on the eastern 
edge of East Anglia. It is still an ideal retreat for 
anyone wishing a quite, relaxing break. 

Scott MacCallum ventured to the outer limits of East Anglia 
and found a golf club being woken from its slumbers... 

wKKSfmmm 
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Sleeping 
Beauty 

Above: The 10th hole with 
Sizewell Power Station in the 
background 

Below: The Thorpeness team 
with pro, Frank Hill third left, and 
Ian Willett, third right 

Far right: The 18th hole with the 
unique House in the Clouds 

"It's like going back in time" is a 
comment regularly heard by the 
locals and when you visit you can 
appreciate why because the pace of 
life is certainly a couple of notches 
down from the hustle and bustle of 
the rest of the country 

Thorpeness also boasts one of the 
strangest homes to be found any-
where in the world. "The House in 
the Clouds" is a perfectly normal 
looking building but for the fact that 
it is perched on the top of a water 
tower overlooking the 18th green. 

The golf course is a little treasure. 
Described as a Maritime Heathland -
not near enough the sea to qualify as 
a links but not far enough inland to 
qualify as heathland - the course 
offers up images of the great heath-
lands of Berkshire and Surrey while 
providing more than enough bracing 
sea air to fill lungs for the duration of 
a round. 

"When I arrived in October '96 the 
Co-Owner and Managing Director, 
Tim Rowan-Robinson, gave me five 
years to get the course back to its 
best and we've made good progress, 
particularly in the last 18 months," 
said Course Manager, Ian Willett. 

Ian's arrival at Thorpeness fol-
lowed close on the heels of that of 
the new owners and heralded an end 
of a period when the course had suf-
fered from a lack of investment and 
as a result become a little careworn. 

One of Ian's first initiatives was to 
begin delegating duties to the rest of 
the staff who had previously been 
limited in their roles within the club. 

"It was like watching flowers 
bloom and morale increased straight 
away," said Ian, recalling the time 
with a satisfied smile. 

With none of the staff involved in 
formal education Ian then spoke 
with Tim Rowan-Robinson about 
putting that right. 

"We decided that we'd aim to have 
all our greenkeepers trained to Level 
2 while money was made available to 
further my own education which I 
extended by undertaking a Training 
Development Course. 

"It was a bit daunting when I start-
ed as there was only me and some of 
Otley's own teaching staff. For the 
first couple of weeks I wondered 
whether I was doing the right thing 
but once I got an understanding of 
the course it was great. 

"I'd previously got D32/D33 at 
Melton College and the assessor at 
Otley College asked me to do the 
D31 as well - writing the assess-
ments for the assessors to use. I'm 
also just about to start piloting 
Otley's Level 4," said Ian, who 

admits that as he lives away from 
the family home in Thetford through 
the week it has allowed him to throw 
himself into his studies. 

"The team regularly come back to 
my bungalow after work so their 
diaries can be kept up to date. I take 
photographs of them carrying out 
the actual jobs then they write a 
report on what they do. We put 
these into their portfolios and Anne 
Twose, from Otley College, comes 
out and assesses the work and gives 
me an update on Ewan Hunter who 
is the one staff member who is on a 
Level 3 day release course." 

As well as organising the staff train-
ing, Ian gave initial priority to 
writing a course policy document as 
well as a health ana safety policy 
document which was also taken up by 
the hotel itself. 



but it is going to take a long time," 
said Ian, speaking with a conviction 
which says that any failure will not be 
from a lack of effort or know how. 

The entire course was awarded 
SSSI status last year as it is an excel-
lent breeding ground for the 
Woodlark and the Nightjar. It also 
recently received a Countryside 
Stewardship Award and is entered in 
the BIGGA Golf Environment 
Competiton, in association with 
Amazone and Grass Roots having 
been mentioned in dispatches last 
year. 

Being a "Maritime Heathland" 
does present Ian and the team with 
some problems. 

"Some holes are only 400 yards 
from the sea and can be affected by 
salt spray in storms or if there is a 
north east wind whipping over the 

North Sea. The 10th is the nearest 
thing we've got to a links green." 

Another problem they are currently 
working to resolve is the infestation 
of Mountain Ash. 

"It has been there a while but lower 
than the gorse but last year was a 
really good growing season and up it 
came. In the winter we didn't notice 
it but now it has come into leaf you 
think 'Good Grief' and we've put in 
place a programme of going round 
and thinning them out." 

Ian's CV includes some of the best 
known clubs in the country and he's 
worked under some of the finest 
Course Managers around. 

"I started back at Swinley Forest 
before going to Wentworth where I 
spent 14 years, 10 of them as Deputy 
Head on the East Course," said Ian, 
who then moved to Thetford as 

Head Greenkeeper before beginning 
his time at Thorpeness. 

On the back of this experience he 
has developed a managerial style out 
of the relaxed, rather than dictatorial, 
book of how to do it. 

"I'm a qualified trainer and I train 
my staff so I know that if I send 
someone out to do a job he is com-
petent enough to do it without me 
standing over him," said Ian, who is 
always quick to pick up on any job 
which needs doing. 

"I disagree with the philosophy that 
I'm Course Manager so I don't get 
my hands dirty. If there is flymowing 
to do I'll do it." 

One job that he always does him-
self is the application of fertiliser and 
the spraying. 

"If there was a problem I can turn 
round and say 'I did it wrong, I'm 
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The Best Biostimulant 

COLOUR 
AgriP lex che lated micro-nutr ients 

ROOT GROWTH 
Biostimulant plus iron 

COVERAGE 
NoburN2 Yucca wett ing agent 

1-2-3 PREMIX 
30 It per hectare every 
4 weeks gives you: 

• Deep, even colour throughout the year 

• Faster grow-in (seeding and sprigging) 

• Optimum root development 

• Reduction of dry spots 
• Complete chelated micronutrients 
• Buffering to neutral 

• Non-phytotoxicf non-polluting formula 

AVONCROP AMENITY PRODUCTS 
Head Office: 
Northfield, Station Road 
Sandford, Winscombe 
N. Somerset BS25 5NX 
Tel: 01934 820868 
Fax: 01934 820546 

Also at: 
Eastern Road 

Bracknell 
Berkshire RG12 2UP 

Tel: 01344 426600 
Fax: 01344 428628 



Many, if not all of you, will have 
heard about or read articles on the 
Millennium Bug, Year 2000 (Y2k) 
problem or the Millennium Time 
Bomb. Opinions vary about what its 
effect will be from nothing at all to 
the most cataclysmic event since the 
advent of automation. 
What is the 
Millennium Bug? 

The problem is very simple but 
what gives it a world wide impact is 
that almost all organisations and 
individuals use or are dependent on 
micro processors (chips). If all chips 
had been manufactured to today1« 
standards there would, probably, be 
no problems. Unfortunately, there are 
many electronically controlled 
devices containing older chips that 
could cause problems. 

The problem concerns the way that 
chips store dates. The normal date 
has three elements ie day, month and 
year. Most chips, in the past, stored 
only the third and fourth digits of the 
year eg. 99 instead of 1999. This was 
for two reasons. First it saved com-
puter storage space and second, 
manufacturers did not think ahead 
and foresee the problems that the 
year 2000 might bring ie. if the com-
puter adds 1 to 99 the year changes 
to 00, but is it 1900 or 2000 or even 
3000. 

Many people feel that the Y2k 

STILL SMOKING? 

One fill of the Echo Self-Lubricating Brushcutter's 
oil reservoir lasts for ten petrol fills - that's more 

than a day's work! 
The oil is precisely metered and injected into the 

insulator block - no smoking from over-rich 
mixtures or damage from incorrect mixes. 

Vibration reducing engine mountings. 

Solid, high tensile steel drive shaft supported by 
high performance ball bearings. 

Heavy-duty shield mounts directly on the gearbox 
- it is always correctly positioned! 

Gearbox has precision cut gears running on life 
sealed bearings. 

Large diameter, flange type gearbox casing 
prevents ingress of grass and wear-creating dirt. 

For a brochure on Echo Brushcutters 

Self-Lubrication 
for longer life 
Brushcutters 

Two stroke brushcutters are the first choice for 
professionals and the 'fuel mixing snag' is 

now at an end. Consider these advantages: 

and the name of your nearest dealer. 
PHONE 01844 277000 

www.echo-tools.com 

Countax Limited, Great Haseley, 
Oxford 0X44 7PF email: echo@countax.com 
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Ken Richardson gives some valuable advice a imed at 
lessening the risks of the dreaded Mil lennium Bug A 

Y2K SPECIAL 

problem has been exaggerated by the 
media, by consultants and by the 
manufacturers of computers and 
other systems. There is an element of 
truth in this, but until you assess the 
impact that the Y2k bug will have on 
you there is no way of knowing. 

Will I be af fected by the Y2k 
bug? 

The answer to the above question is 
maybe. If you do not use a computer 
at home or at work, do not have an 
automated irrigation system, do not 
use a microwave oven, drive a car, fly 
off on holiday, use a cash point, rely 
on traffic lights, use the telephone 
nor use anything that contains an 
embedded chip or chips then the 
answer is no. If however, you use or 
operate any device that contains a 
chip or chips the answer, again, is 
maybe. 

How do I find out? 
In theory, the answer is simple. 

Identify all the systems, devices and 
programs which have date calcula-
tions and advance the date and see 
what happens. This sounds easy but 
when you start to assess how many 
chips are used in the home and at 
work, the problem becomes massive. 
Some estimates show that between 
30 and 40 billion chips have been 
sold during the last few years with 7 
billion chips sold in 1998. 

Action 2000 has been set up, by 
the Government, to help all business-
es in the United Kingdom, to deal 
with the Y2k problem. The Action 
2000 seven step plan was designed to 
help you to apply project manage-
ment methods to assess if you have 
problems and how to fix them. 

The seven steps are: 

1. Understand 
2. Prioritise 
3. Assess 
4. Plan 
5. Implement 
6. Test 
7. Install 

Step 1: Understand 
If you are reading this article then 

you have started the process of 
understanding. Further information 
can be obtained from Action 2000, 
PO Box 1999, Stratford on Avon, 
CV37 9GS, telephone 0845 
6012000. 

Step 2: Prioritise 
Create an inventory of all comput-

er hardware, software and embedded 
chips in your organisation, which 
might be affected. This could con-
tain: 

A list of software, both applica-
tions and operating systems. 

A list of computer hardware 

A list of devices containing 
embedded chips eg machinery, 
irrigation systems, telephones, 
fire and intruder alarms etc. 

A list of all suppliers, sub contrac-
tors or agencies whose failure, 
due to the Y2k problem, could 
adversly affect your business. 

If you are in any doubt whether a 
device may be affected then add it to 
your list. 

Step 3: Assess 
Once you have completed your 

inventory then you need to assess if 
the system will have Y2k problems 
and what impact any failures may 
have. 

Assessing operating systems and 
general software packages usually 
means contacting the provider. 
Information on software packages 
can be found on the Internet eg 
Microsoft have a site at 
www. microsoft.com/year2000. 

Assessing computer hardware can 
be a simple process and more details 
will be given later. 

Assessing embedded systems can be 
a problem but the manufacturer/deal-
er who supplied the system should be 
able to give you the answers. 
Alternatively, use the Internet eg 

www.mitre.org/research/cots is an A-Z 
list of companies and product infor-
mation. 

Step 4: Plan 
By this point, you will have decided 

what equipment and which systems 
need fixing their priority and tile cost 
implications. However, you may have 
decided that your systems are com-
pliant and that you do not need to 
progress any further. 

If you do need to take action then 
you can apply the 5R strategy to the 
problem. The 5 Rs are: 

Repair it 
Retire it 
Redeploy it 
Renew it 
Risk it 

Some people say that there is a 
sixth R which is Run Away! 

Once you have made the decisions 
on the way ahead, you need to for-
mulate a plan of action. Remember 
that 1 January 2000 is just over 200 
days away, which does not leave you 
much time. You may also want to 
look at contingency plans to be used 
as a safety back-up in the event of an 
unforeseen system failure. 

Step 5: Implement 
If you do have to buy new hardware 

http://www.mitre.org/research/cots


Bug eyed? 

or software then you should insist on the last two digits are zeros eg. 1996/4 
a written guarantee of compliance = 499 but 1996/100= 19.96 there-
with each purchase and ensure that fore it was a leap year but 1900/4 = 
the guarantee answers your organisa- 475 but 1900/100 = 19 and 
tions requirements for compliance. 1900/400 = 4.75 therefore it was not 

a leap year. However, 2000/4 = 500 
Step 6: Test and 2000/100 = 20 and 2000/400 = 

You need to produce a test plan 5 therefore 2000 is a leap year. This 
which not only details when testing could be a problem if you have a sys-
will take place but what you are test- tem that needs to calculate days in a 
ing for and what test data will be year eg. if your computer does not 
used. For embedded chips, the first recognise that 2000 is a leap year the 
and easiest test for any piece of number of days in 2000 will be calcu-
equipment is to contact the supplier lated as 365 instead of 366. 
or person who maintains the equip- Additionally, all dates after 28 
ment and ask them if the equipment February 2000 will be wrong but they 
is Y2k compliant. can be reset. 

If you do not use the date function 
on your computer you may think 

Computer Hardware that you are safe. However, some 
Problems software uses the date function to 

First the good news. Macintosh check that your licence or password is 
computers are not affected by the mil- still valid if the software sees the 
lennium bug as their years are held as wrong date then it may not allow you 
four digit numbers. The bad news, access. If you use a networked system 
however, is that most PC type com- you have even greater problems as a 
puters could be affected. date problem on one machine can 

PCs hold the date in three distinct transfer the problem to other 
places ie. the Real Time Clock, the machines on the network. If you 
BIOS Clock and the Operating have software that is licensed to a 
System Clock and a problem with any future date you should not advance 
or all clocks could cause a problem. your computer held date beyond the 
Another date problem could be licence expiry date as you could be 
caused by the fact that the year 2000 locked out permanently, 
is a leap year. A leap year is any year 
that is divisible by four and not by Testing B I O S 
100 or is also divisible bv 400 where It is estimated that 50% of all PCs 

sold in the past four years have a non 
compliant BIOS. Tracing the BIOS 
used in a PC is not easy as two 'iden-
tical' machines bought on the same 
day could have different BIOS. There 
are two ways to test your PC ie. 
Manual and Software. 

Manual Test 
The Real Time Clock can be 

checked by setting the system time 
and date, through DOS or Windows, 
to 23 58 on 31 December 1999. 
After leaving the computer for a few 
minutes, the date should read 1 
january 2000. However, you should 
also check what happens if you set 
the date and time as above ie to 23 
58 on 31 December 1999 and then 
turn off the computer, leave for three 
minutes and turn it on again. If the 
date is shown as 1 January 2000 then 
you are one of the lucky few. 
Remember to check that the time 
reads 00 01 as some computers roll 
over to 20 00. Unless your BIOS chip 
is year 2000 compliant then you may 
find that the date now reads 1 
January 1980 or some other date. As 
I said above, if you do not need to 
use the date function within your 
applications then there may not be a 
problem. However, if you do use the 
date some programmes will obtain it 
from the BIOS clock which will prob-
ably return 1 january 1900 and 
others will obtain it from the Real 

Time Clock which will return 1 
January 1980 ie the date when all 
computers were 'born'. Check that 
BIOS recognises that 2000 is a leap 
vear bv changing the date and time 
to 23 58 on 28 February 2000. Shut 
down your computer, wait for a few 
minutes and then switch on. The 
computer should show the date as 29 
February 2000. 

Software Test 
A varietv of programmes are avail-

able that will test your computer 
automatically. However, some test 
packages are of dubious quality. Free 
downloads are available on the 
Internet and several sites review test 
and fix packages, eg. www.solace.co.uk 
reviews fix software packages, 
www.span2000.com is a PC fix 
software site, wwAv.gmt-2000.com 
contains Check 2()(M) software plus a 
host of other information. 

Computer Sof tware 
Problems 

Information on Computer Software 
compliance can be obtained from the 
manufacture/supplier. Microsoft has 
massive site on the Internet at 
www.microsoft.com/vear2000. All 
TRIMS for Windows and TRIMS for 
DOS Systems (including Tree 
Inventory) which are at Version level 
3 .1W or 3.3 are compliant. All 
TRIMS 97 Systems are compliant as 
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is their new product TRIMS 2000 
(available for release June 15, 1999). 
More information on TRIMS com-
patibility can be found on the 
Internet at www.trims.com 

Step 7: Install 
This can be the installation of new 

systems or the installation of fix pro-
grammes and/or new chips. 

Fixing B IOS 
There are several ways to fix the 

problem caused by BIOS. These are: 

• Enter the date manually the 
first time that the computer is 
switched on in 2000 

• Update your BIOS 
• Install a software fix 
• Install a new BIOS chip 
• Install a new Real Time 

Clock chip 
• Update your operating system 
• Buy a new computer 

None of the above are guaranteed 
to fix the problem and detailed 
knowledge of computer hardware 
may be needed to remove/insert new 
chips. Microsoft recommend manual-
ly resetting the BIOS the first time 
that the computer is used in the year 
2000 and later versions of Windows 
NT include an automatic fix. Future 
32 bit versions of Windows will also 
include an automatic fix. 

Unfortunately, some computers 
with non compliant BIOS will need 
to be reset each time the computer is 
switched on. 

What do I do next? 
If you have not considered how the 

Y2k problem may affect your busi-
ness then you should take immediate 
action to Assess all of your electronic 
equipment to see if the Y2k problem 
will affect you. If you are certain that 
none of your electronic systems are 
date reliant then you need not worry 
about the Millennium Bug. If, how-
ever, you find that you may have a 
problem then you will need to find 
out what can be done. Most Training 
and Enterprise Councils have been 
running Test and Fix and Assess and 
Manage Courses for some time so 
check with your local TEC/LEC. 

Search the Internet, it contains a 
vast amount of information. Talk to 
others in the same situation. Finally, 
where necessary, employ a consul-
tant. 

Do not panic, as I said above, the 
Y2k problem may have no effect on 
your business or home life. However, 
if you do nothing now, you may have 
severe problems at the start of and 
during the Year 2000. 
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EAGLE PROMOTIONS 
Scorecards • Course Measurement • Yardage Books • Tee Signs • Event 

Boards • Leaderboards • Notice Boards • Bag Tags • 
Green Fee Tickets • Call Philip Mclnley on : 01883 344244 

Call Philip Mclnley on 01883 344244 

http://www.trims.com


SPEED TEAM 
3 unique attachments to SAFELY increase the speed of your greens 

...makes true greens!™ 
5 Lightweight vibratory rollers 

for a consistently fast and true surface on your greens 

tATCH- 480T 

4 ¿M™ 

Tungsten tipped Fan-forced verticutters 

"The performance is outstanding and the ability to col-
led cuttings is 100% more efficient than any other \ 
units I have used" Perry Smith, Bramley Golf Club 

GREENS GROOMER 
For greens and fairways 

Amazing performance for rubbing in top dressing, controlling grain, 
and grooming greens and fairways (triple gang also available) 

Get the SPEED TEAM on your greens with a FREE demo! 

GREENSWARD DIRECT 01132676000 

ARRIVES TO CONQUER ALL TERRAINS... 
HTTBI 

The utility vehicle designed specially 
for Xtremely Rough Terrain. 

I I-horsepower, 351 cc engine 
Four-wheel hydraulic brakes 
Independent front suspension coupled with semi-
independent rear suspension 
Aluminium I-beam construction and aluminium cargo box 

Call the Sales Hotline: 01235 537575 
Club Car UK Pic Dunmore Court, Wootton Road, Abingdon 
Oxfordshire OX 13 6BH 

NEW CLUB CAR ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE FEATURES 
DIFF-LOCK TRACTION 
Club Car has launched the new XRT 272 rough terrain vehicle 
for construction, greenkeeping and general maintenance applica-
tions on golf courses. Based on extensive input from golf 
industry customers, the versatile XRT 272 model features a 
strong, durable design combining excellent load-pulling and hill 
climbing power with superior stopping ability, enhanced stability 
and increased traction via a differential lock system. 

The XRT 212 model is a multi-purpose utility vehicle - it can eas-
ily be transformed from construction to maintenance mode 
simply by replacing its heavy-duty, all-terrain, four-ply rated tyres 
with turf tyres for working on grass. The XRT 272 vehicle is also 
fun to drive, providing versatile and tangible proof that utility 
vehicles can be tough and attractive at the same time. Users can 
customise the XRT 272 with accessories such as a light bar with 
halogen worklights; a 680 kg (I 5001b) rated, remotely-operat-
ed front or rear-mounted winch; a hydraulic dump or electric lift 
bed; side step bars; a heavy-duty brush guard; a bed liner; a 
canopy top and windshield and beverage holders. 

While competitive products have been engineered for other appli-
cations and then adapted for golf course use, the CLUB CAR 
XRT 272 vehicle was designed specifically for golf course pro-
fessionals. "During golf course construction, tough ground 
conditions are often encountered. We have engineered a smarter, 
stronger, more versatile machine - one with power, stability, trac-
tion and stopping power to conquer trackless terrain and work 
harder in the field, where it counts," said Jerry Hanss, Regional 
Manager for Club Car Europe. By combining these advanced 
features, Club Car has created a utility vehicle that is without 
doubt the best in its class." 



How have you gone about meeting the needs 
of the modern day greenkeeper? Discuss... 
We marvel, and rightly so, at the adaptability of modern greenkeepers and their ability to keep on 
top of the developments which have moved the amenity industry well and truly into the high tech age. 
But what about the companies which have had to meet the increasingly sophisicated demands of 
people who are striving to produce better and better playing conditions for golfers? 
We gave several of the biggest machinery manufacturers a platform to discuss how they have gone 
about meeting the demands of the modern day greenkeeper as we approach the 21st century. 

INTO THE 

LUITQ 
Hayter 

It is December 31st, 1999. The dying 
embers of the 20th century are smouldering 
in the grate and the midwife is about to 
deliver the new year. A new millennium is 
about to be born. 
Actually, it's not. Mathematically, the third 
millennium does not start until 2000 years 
have elapsed and therefore we are all a 
year too early. And that presupposes that 
old Gregor, when he was devising the calen-
dar we use today, managed to account 
accurately for the years after Christ's birth. 
There are some considerable doubts about 
this so maybe we are all worrying unneces-
sarily. 
Maybe the year 2000 computer problems 
are all just an industry scare tactic. Maybe 
we have already passed the year 2000 with-
out a problem. The trouble is, the 
computers still think we are where we think 
we are today. Confusing, isn't it ? 
Anyway, what are we doing to adapt to the 
needs of today and what are we doing to 
address modern greenkeeping needs? 
Today's greenkeeper is a very different ani-
mal to that portrayed by many of the "old 
brigade" of golf club members. 

He or she is better trained and more profes-
sional than many of their forebears and 
their contribution to maintaining playing 
surfaces subjected to ever-increasing 
usage, is seldom fully appreciated. 
Similarly, the machinery at their disposal 
has adapted to these changing demands. 
The true surfaces wanted by members and 
professional golfers alike require precision 
machines capable of maintaining accuracy 
in almost all conditions. 
The development of power-driven cylinders 
was a major contributor to grass cutting in 
all conditions but the introduction of com-
puter controlled equipment to make 
machine components, has transformed the 
accuracy of machinery design and repeata-
bility of spare parts. 
This has helped ensure that modern equip-
ment used on golf courses gives longevity 
as well as consistent accuracy over its life-
time. 
Computers now control the design, manu-
facture and finishing of modern machinery. 
From solid modelling and three dimensional 
computer aided design, through computer 
aided material turning, stamping, cutting, 
bending, joining, moulding etc. to computer 
controlled high class finishing, modern 

machinery helps produce the quality of 
equipment needed. And all that at a cost 
that, in real terms, is stunningly competitive 
with days of old. 
Manufacturing investment has been mas-
sive. The investment in logistical support 
has been equally impressive encompassing 
satellite ordering for next day delivery of 
spare parts; electronic cataloguing for the 
easy and accurate identification of the 
required parts; internet updating of relevent 
health and safety considerations; training 
CD's; operational instructions etc, etc. 
These are some of the benefits that have 
been passed on to the user. It follows there-
fore that, as the reliance on the computer 
becomes all pervasive, we must ensure we 
have contributed adequately to Y2K compli-
ance. 
Even if the date is wrong, the computer 
could still bring all the greenkeepers hard 
work to a standstill and render useless all 
the gains that have been made. 
Failing that, how many greenkeepers can 
still use a scythe ? 

Kim Macfie. 
Sales and Marketing Director of Hayter 
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Charterhouse: Greenkeeping 2010... 

When we look to the future we often find our thinking is 
restrained by the past which prevents us from imagining the out-
rageous or the totally radical. Let me give you an example. 
It was only 20 years ago that we used to struggle to find a tele-
phone box which hadn't been vandalised. At the time it would 
have been impossible to imagine that almost everyone, including 
teenagers at school, would be carrying their own satellite linked 
mobile telephones. 
Manufacturers have the problem of thinking the unthinkable to 
ensure that they do not miss future developments which could 
radically affect their industry. We all know about demographic 
changes which are already taking place. These include earlier 
retirement coupled with longer life expectancy and more afflu-
ence in retirement. 
These changes are fast becoming matched with a 'healthy living 
syndrome' and if this movement continues, golf could become as 
much a part of the health care industry as the sporting one. Pork 
pies in the clubhouse being replaced by fruit and nut bars but on 
the course, environmental issues coming to the fore. 
We have already seen the movement getting underway with bat-
tery driven mowers. As the battery industry becomes more 
proficient we could end up with all implements being electrically 
powered, including tractors. Failing this, the movement to clean-
er engines (avoiding pollution) and probably using GLP as the 
power source could well become the norm. 
In today's media we find enormous controversy raging around 
GM food but perhaps some of our problems with turf culture 

could be solved by GM turf seed. What would the properties of 
the seed be? 
# Hard wearing 
# Less cutting required 
# More tolerant of lower cutting heights 
# Moss and disease resistance 
# Better root formation 
If this were possible what cultivation techniques would be 
required? Fewer sprayers, better aeration and cultivation tech-
niques to ensure an all year round playing surface. 
In farming, modern satellite technology has given rise to GPS 
land mapping. The system identifies exactly whereabouts you 
are and what crop techniques are required to within a few yards 
in order to produce the maximum crop potential. 
Could the system in 10 years time identify to within 200mm 
areas which require moss treatment or specifically control the 
irrigation to only wet areas needing the extra moisture or even 
to tell the Head Greenkeeper which morning to mow the greens 
and which to avoid. 
Many of these concepts feel uncomfortable but the industry will 
need to break free of its present paradime in order to react to 
the vast changes that could happen! These will also include new 
buying patterns and use of the Internet at some stage with 
respect to equipment purchase and where to obtain the best 
service. Only time will tell in all these facets of the industry. 
Dialogue and creativity among the market place is an absolute 
must, starting now! 

David Jenkins, Charterhouse 

Redexim • 
Gwterfiouse 

John Deere 

Last year, by industry accounts, John Deere captured over 20% 
of the worldwide golf course maintenance market. Over the same 
period Deere & Company invested more than a million dollars a 
day in research and development, with a significant proportion 
going towards golf & turf equipment design. 
The golf & turf business has been the fastest growing part of the 
company's commercial & consumer equipment division through-
out the 1990s. Up to 30 % of John Deere's golf & turf sales are 
delivered outside North America, the majority in Western Europe. 
For each of the last seven years Deere & Company has been get-
ting the views of thousands of greenkeepers through its annual 
Feedback programme, which has now been held in the USA, 
Europe and Australia. A wide range of new and prototype 
machines are scrutinised, driven and commented on by the peo-
ple whose opinions matter most to John Deere - the customers. 
"Feedback is the company's annual reality check," says John 
Deere Limited Managing Director Alec McKee. "We depend on 
these meetings, on pre-production demonstrations and on thou-
sands of test hours on golf courses around the world to frame 
our product development and improvement programmes. 
"We ask greenkeepers to be open, honest, and blunt - and they 
are. Greenkeepers are impressed not only because we are asking 
them for opinions, but because they can see that their sugges-
tions are taken seriously. 
"We've learned a lot from each Feedback we've held, and we still 
have a lot to learn. We want to be considered as business part-
ners with our customers, and that means we look to 

greenkeepers for ideas and information. 
"We had more prototype machines in the field last year than at 
any time since we entered this market more than 10 years ago. 
Many of the modifications and refinements on several new mod-
els in the last year or two are the direct result of what 
greenkeepers have asked us for. 
"The basic design of any machine works worldwide, and green-
keepers' concerns are similar - they want performance, reliability, 
quality of cut, serviceability. The Feedback meetings help us to 
fine tune the equipment so each machine does the right job for 
each individual customer. 
"The main difference between the European and American mar-
kets, for example, is in the number of people employed on the 
golf course. European greenkeepers tend to spend more time on 
their machines, as they are fewer in number compared to the 
USA, so they demand higher specification seats. Low noise levels 
are also driven by European requirements. 
"Deere & Company is genuinely committed to British and 
European greenkeepers. The worldwide Golf & Turf Division 
Business Manager, Ken Edwards, has regularly attended BTME 
and SALTEX, and he and his factory colleagues have visited many 
UK and Irish golf courses to learn more about European condi-
tions and requirements. The company also employs a European 
golf & turf specialist, Howard Storey, who is based here in the 
UK, at Langar. 
"Regular staff and dealer training courses, and investment in new 
products and manufacturing systems, ensure that the company 
will continue to provide the most advanced and reliable machines 
possible for the professional greenkeeper." 



Traction 
Is No Longer 

An Issue 
Kubota 

Kubota is recognised principally by 
Course Managers and greenkeepers for 
producing reliable, user-friendly compact 
tractors and ride-on front rotary mowers. 
However, lift the bonnet of many other 
makes and types of golf course machin-
ery and there is a strong chance that you 
will find a Kubota engine providing the 
power. 
Long established as the world's number 
one producer of small water-cooled diesel 
engines, Kubota power units are the first 
choice of 80 other machinery manufac-
turers, many of them leaders in their 
field. 
Recognising the long hours and varied 
workloads of greenkeepers, Kubota is 
constantly seeking to enhance the com-
fort and convenience of its compact 
tractors and ride-on mowers to reduce 
fatigue and improve operating efficiency. 
Kubota was one of the world's first man-
ufacturers to introduce tilt steering 
columns and fully adjustable seats to suit 
different size drivers. 
Most Kubota tractors and mowers now 
come with rubber-mounted flat deck 
floors 
which combine low noise and minimal 
vibration with plenty of leg and foot 
room, providing easy access from either 
side of the machine. 
If your Kubota tractor or mower is fitted 
with a cab, you can be certain that all-
round visibility, sound levels, ventilation 
and comfort are of the highest standards 
to promote smooth, efficient and safe 
greenkeeping operations from dawn till 
dusk. 
Kubota appreciates also that first class 
service and parts support is a must for 
golf course maintenance machinery. 
To ensure that performance is maintained 
at peak levels, all of Kubota's operations 
are regulated by ISO 9002 - an interna-
tional quality control accreditation under 
which systems and procedures are con-

stantly checked and monitored to main-
tain a consistently high standard. 
The most recent evidence of Kubota's 
total commitment to its customers is a 
£300,000 upgrading of its Thame, 
Oxfordshire headquarters, with the 
emphasis on extending and enhancing 
the parts storage and distribution opera-
tion. 
To complement these steps, Kubota UK 
technicians and the company's appointed 
dealer staff throughout the UK and 
Ireland receive regular training from fac-
tory personnel so they remain right up to 
date with the latest technologies and 
developments. 
Feedback from end-users in the golf 
course industry has always been a top 
priority for Kubota. To this end, the 
recently launched Kubota Owner's Club 
is now providing a closer link with cus-
tomers via the club's quarterly magazine 
and national and local events supported 
by Kubota. Membership is automatically 
given to all new Kubota owners. 
It is impossible to list all of Kubota's 
efforts and achievements aimed at meet-
ing the needs of the modern greenkeeper. 
So here are just six to consider: 

• The introduction of the first true four-
wheel drive compact tractor. 
• The introduction of the first four-wheel 
drive front rotary mower. 
• The introduction of hydrostatic transmis-
sion systems on compact tractors and 
diesel ride-on mowers. 
• The introduction of power steering as 
standard on 19hp - 45hp tractors and ride-
on mowers. 
• The introduction of Bi-Speed Turn, a sys-
tem which automatically speeds up the 
tractor's front wheels when the turning 
angle exceeds 35 degrees, resulting in 
faster, tighter turns with less scuffing. 
• The continuing introduction of approved 
matching implements to extend the year-
round working range and versatility of 
Kubota compact tractors. 

The traction, durability and comfort of Softspike's® 

revolutionary new Black Widow™ cleat has 

established new performance standards for the 

industry. The Black Widow™ is simply in a different 

league from anything else. Its cantilevered 'legs' 

flex as you walk to provide maximum traction, and 

gives the same protection against green damage as 

our popular XP design. The Black Widow's™ 

innovative polyurethane material makes it easily the 

most durable plastic cleat available. 

Softspikses® 
A new concept in cleats: Bite. 

You've never seen a green-friendly cleat like this. With eight 
independent flexible legs, the Black Widow™ gives you a cushioned 
feel you can't get with any other cleat. Its springy reflex action 'bites' 
the turf, to give you traction you can't get from an ordinary cleat. And 
its unique polyurethane plastic is both sturdy and pliable to give you 
the grip you need in heavy rough or awkward lies. 

Softspikes® U.K. 
Tel: 0800 917 6428 

e-mail: sales@softspikes.co.uk 

mailto:sales@softspikes.co.uk


INTO THE 

SISIS 

SISIS has 13 salesmen and four demonstra-
tors in daily contact with our customers, 
giving unrivalled opportunities to discuss 
problems, needs and current trends. This 
valuable information is reported back to 
Head Office at Macclesfield and used to for-
mulate design and development policy for 
future projects. 
SISIS believes in listening to the customer, 
then setting out to meet his or her require-
ments with well engineered, long lasting 
machinery. 
Going back to the Company's foundation in 
the early 1930s, it was watching greenkeep-
ers laboriously forking and hand raking their 
greens that led to the development of the 
first powered aerators and, later, scarifiers. 
In recent years fairway maintenance has 
become more important and here also SISIS 
had answers: the hydraulic Veemo to 
remove thatch quickly and efficiently; deep 
slitters and hollow corers for effective relief 
of compaction; the Quadraplay Fairway 
Groomer for fast, routine maintenance and 
improved presentation. 

SISIS also enlists the help of greenkeepers 
to test new machinery. This ensures that 
controls are conveniently placed, tines are 
easily fitted, machines are well balanced and 
easy to handle. Pre production prototypes 
are often to be found on the SISIS stand at 
BTME for the final seal of approval before 
production. 
In recent years everyone has become more 
environmentally aware and good mechanical 
maintenance techniques can often mean a 
reduced need for chemicals. Nevertheless, 
when pesticides are essential, the SISIS 
Ecospray with fully shrouded spraying units, 
allows the responsible modem greenkeeper 
to apply them without risk to adjoining vege-
tation and water courses. The importance of 
the Ecospray's unique features was recog-
nised with the award of Millennium Product 
status. 
Another growing trend seen as we approach 
the year 2000, is more concern over cost 
effectiveness. Thus multi-purpose machines 
grow in popularity, the Quadraplay one-pass 
groomer; Rotorakes with eight interchange-
able reels for powered scarification, shallow 
spiking and brushing; powered aerators 

which will also operate brush, rake and 
spiker slitter. On smaller courses with limited 
budgets, deep aerators, hollow corers and 
top dressers only used once a year are hired. 
SISIS has risen to this challenge with SISIS 
Hire operating from three regional depots 
and now, with the acquisition of Huxley's 
Grass Machinery business, are able to offer 
an even larger range of equipment; including 
the Technicore vertical action corer; the Soil 
Reliever for really deep treatment; top 
dressers; seeders and just about anything 
else a greenkeeper could need. 
To sum up, SISIS policy is to offer the busy 
modem greenkeeper his or her own local 
Area Representative to give advice and 
after-sales support, backed up by a truly 
excellent spares service and national net-
work of service dealers. 
Above all SISIS acknowledges that today's 
greenkeepers are to be listened to. And by 
listening SISIS will continue to offer a range 
of reliable, innovative, well designed machin-
ery to enable modem turf professionals to 
give their golfers the very best surfaces on 
which to play, now and into the new 
Millennium. 

Textron 

What do military aircraft and mowers have in common ? 
Not much, you may think. But Textron Turf Care and 
Specialty Products are adopting practices used by the 
defence aerospace industry to help ensure ease of mainte-
nance on their new turf care products. 
Textron, whose products include Ransomes, Jacobsen, 
Cushman, Ryan, Iseki and E-Z-GO, found through a series of 
user focus groups that turf care machinery maintenance 
downtime was a severe cost penalty to its customers. 
"While we have always been aware that ease of mainte-
nance was an important issue, we decided to introduce a 
Maintainability Assessment as part of the pre-production 
testing," explained Director of Engineering, Steve Chicken. 
"The assessment placed a numeric value on the visibility, 
need for tools, safety, manual reach and grip, and prior 
actions required for each maintenance action. This measure-
ment technique is not only used on new machines under 
development but we also use it on existing machines and 
competitors' machines. This helps us highlight good design 
features and also acts as a benchmark from which we 
improve new products," Steve added. 
"As a result, our new municipal grass cutting machine, which 
is being launched later this year, has been designed with a 
40% improvement in it's measured ease of maintenance, and 
we're sure that's a new feature which every customer will 
appreciate," he said. 

Other features are also being designed into new products to 
minimise the maintenance required. New machines being 
launched this year now have a 60% increase in hydraulic oil 
replacement life and in some the first five hour oil change has 
been eliminated completely. Textron have been working to 
introduce increased commonality of parts, such as filters and 
accessories such as cabs, and lighting kits. 
This not only improves stock holding for the greenkeeper, it 
also makes training easier. The Parts service has also come 
under the spotlight and this year Textron have launched Parts 
Xpress - an overnight parts delivery service which guaran-
tees delivery of Textron genuine parts to the Textron dealer by 
7 am the next day. 
Marketing Director, Peter Bell, explained, "We realise that 
when our customers need parts they generally need them 
yesterday rather than the day after tomorrow. "The company 
has made a massive investment in a new computerised parts 
warehouse at Ipswich which now allows us to offer a parts 
service which we believe is second to none." 
"As far as we're concerned it is all part of our philosophy of 
understanding the needs of our customers. Of course they 
want reliable and effective machines which represent good 
value for money, but they also want to keep machinery main-
tenance downtime to an absolute minimum and we hope that 
by making our machines easier to maintain, backed up with a 
parts service which is quicker than ever, we can help them 
achieve that aim," added Peter. 

TEXTRON 
TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS 

Toro 

It is perhaps fitting that, in the run-up to a 
new millennium, it's a Toro-maintained world-
renowned golf venue that is hosting the final 
Open to be fought out in Britain at the turn of 
this century. 
For the simple but significant fact that 
Carnoustie Golf Links has teamed up with 
Toro for The Open in 1999, epitomises the 
unrivalled position at the top of world golf 
course maintenance that has been attained by 
the American pacesetter. 
The Toro Company, from Minneapolis, in 
Minnesota, sees itself today as a provider of 
'total solutions for outdoor landscapes' - and 
looks on its customers as 'caretakers of the 
environment'. 
And so it is when it comes to meeting the 
needs of the modern greenkeeper. 
Commercial Products is the division responsi-
ble for all Toro professional turf machinery; 
although a key part of its market-leader strat-
egy is that Toro also has irrigation systems 
too. Indeed, it's the only provider of both. But 
on the machinery side, providing today's 
Course Managers and greenkeepers with the 
products and back-up support they need to 
meet the heavy demands placed on them, is a 
continuous process that begins with listening 
to their needs and experiences and ends by 

providing their staff with operator and service 
training. Along the way comes the develop-
ment of innovative state-of-the-art products 
and the maintenance of a highly-professional 
national distribution and dealer network for 
complementary standards of sales and after-
sales support. 
The specifics of this scenario see The Toro 
Company itself, with its United Kingdom and 
Republic of Ireland distributors, Lely UK and 
Lely Ireland, hosting regular customer feed-
back events at Toro facilities in the US. There 
are sessions on machinery products at 
Minneapolis headquarters with engineering, 
manufacturing and product-testing, as well as 
visits to Toro's main Commercial Products' 
manufacturing facility in Tomah, Wisconsin, for 
discussion of product-related issues with 
senior production management. Toro 
European Sales Manager Bob Buckingham 
says: "Toro is committed to looking at cus-
tomer needs on a worldwide basis, not just a 
US viewpoint. These occasions are for us to 
listen to what our UK customers have to say 
about the products and key turfcare issues 
that affect their daily work, so Toro can ensure 
it meets all their current and future needs." 
On the product front, Toro excels in providing 
innovative solutions. As the proven industry 
leader in producing the highest quality cut, 
the company demands that every new prod-

uct meets similar quality standards. Classic 
examples include the Recycler mowing deck 
and the HydroJect water-injection aerator. 
While the latest innovatory coup is Toro's 
remarkable Reelmaster 3100-D Sidewinder -
the first mower with cutting units that move 
sideways to increase their overhang, which is 
a boon for cutting around bunkers, aprons and 
obstacles. 
As the national distributor, staff at Lely UK, in 
St Neots, undergo extensive training and ser-
vice education classes specific to golf 
customers' own applications. In turn, Lely pro-
vides its national network of local dealers with 
parts and service training as well as operator 
training. This includes provision of a large 
demonstration fleet for customers to try out 
kit in their own conditions, as well as an effi-
cient parts service. 
New computer systems are embraced contin-
ually, such as the introduction later this 
season of the new Toro Recommended Parts 
Programme (TRPP). And of course Toro is at 
the root of one of the greenkeeping industry's 
greatest on-going challenges, that of raising 
standards and the professional status of the 
greenkeeper. This has come from its support 
for education and training via schemes with 
BIGGA and others such as The Toro Student 
Greenkeeper of the Year Award and the Toro 
Excellence in Greenkeeping Award. 



TORO 

MASTERS IN WATER AND WEATHER MANAGEMENT 
The Hydroscape Water House, 10 Carvers Industrial Estate 

Group Limited Southampton Road, Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 1JS 
Tel: 01425 476261/2 Fax: 01425 472380 

UK and Ireland distributor for Toro Irrigation and Otterbine Water Quality Management Products 
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Keeping in touch with news and comment from the Sections 

Annual Match v Secretaries1 

Association 
This year's annual match against the 

Secretaries' Association took place at 
Lanark Golf Course at the beginning of 
April. After last year's defeat at Glasgow 
Gailes we were looking for revenge. 

The secretaries had certainly picked a 
very challenging course in Lanark GC 
one of the oldest golf courses established 
in 1851. 

This year's BIGGA team had a mix-
ture or youth and experience thus 
hopefully providing a winning blend 
and indeed this proved the case with us 
winning by 6 matches to 4. 

Notable wins were by Duncan Gray 
& Andy O'Hara winning 7&5, Archie 
Dunn <Sl Stephen Dunn by 5&4. Barry 
Gray & Colin McFarlane also recorded 
a fine victory by 7&5 wins for Alasdair 
McLaren &. Chalmers Stillie, Colin 
Noble & Steve Sullivan and halved 
matches by Ian Bell & Sandy Bulloch 
plus Peter Boyd & Derek Scott com-
pleted our victory 

Our thanks go to the Captain and 
Committee of Lanark GC for the cour-
tesy on the day Unfortunately Course 
Manager, Jim Lyon, who was defeated 
along with his playing partner Stuart 
Greenwood could not put his local 
knowledge to good use but is to be con-
gratulated along with his staff for 
providing an excellent course so early in 
the season. 

After this victory we eagerly await 
next year's return match. 

Peter J Boyd 
Regional Administrator. 

Central 
I must begin this month's news with 

an apology to Alistair Philp, St. Fillans 
Golf Qud, in a previous issue I mistak-
enly said Alistair was Head Greenkeeper 
at Comrie Golf Club when in fact he is 
at St. Fillans GC and lives in Comrie. 

Sorry Alistair! Never mind you got 
mentioned twice in the magazine. I 
hope it is right this time as Alistair's 
wife, Helen, is a lawyer. 

Also in a previous issue, I reported the 
death of Jock Armstrong a former com-
mittee member of the Section. Along 
with Past Section Chairman Bobby 
Fleming and Elliott Small, I attended 
his funeral at Falkirk Crematorium 
when tributes were paid to a great friend 
of numerous greenkeepers, young and 
not so young. 

The first golf tournament of the sea-
son was held in brilliant sunshine at 
Lundin Golf Club, in April, when 62 
members and guests enjoyed playing 
over a course presented in excellent con-
dition by Head Greenkeeper, Willie 
Swan, and his staff. Our sincere thanks 
go to everyone at Lundin GC for the 
courtesy and hospitality which was 
extended to us on the day, especially 
Secretary, Mr Thomson, and Club 
Steward, John Rae, for maiding sure 
everyone was well fed and "watered" 
throughout the day Also the patrons of 
the Scottish Region for all their contin-
ued support. 

Prize winners of the day are as fol-
lows:- Best Scratch K. Stirling, 
Kingsbarns, 73; Best Nett. S. McMillan, 
Dunnikier, 70 1st Qass 1. H/Cap C. 
Pollock, St Andrews, 73. 1st Qass 2. 
H/cap A. Dunn, Auchterarder, 74. 2nd 
Qass 1. H/cap D. Scott, Scoonie, 72. 
2nd Qass 2. H/cap A. Torrance, Green 
Hotel, 79. 3rd Class 1st H/cap I. 
Donaldson, St. Andrews, 77. 3rd Class 
2. H/cap A. Arnott, Dunnikier, 78; 

Stewarts Quaich C. Pollock/C. 
Mitchell, St Andrews, 148. Patrons J. 
Darling, Aitkens, 74. Guests D. Walls, 
Grangemounth, 74 

Congratulations go 
to Kenny Stirling, Best 
Low Gross, ana Sean 

viati/^kia'V" McMillan, Best Low NATIONAL xT ^ v c c 
ch^Rnshjip Nett, on qualifying for 

the Charterhouse/ Scotts 
~ National Champion-

ship at Carden Park in 
October. Disappointment on the new 
member front this month! No one to 
welcome to the Section this time, so far 
this year we have gained 35 new mem-

bers and if we really worked at it we 
could maybe reach 52 which would 
make it one new member for each week. 
So come on you must know some 
greenkeeper who is just waiting for that 
bit of persuasion to join us! 

There has been a lack of news from 
the Leven Links Sporting Qub recently 
I don't know if they have disbanded, 
retired, gone caravanning, interior deco-
rating or what! Maybe their manager is 
talking time out to write his memoirs. 
It's highly unlikely that they will be 
working too hard to have time to con-
tinue with their "sporting" activities. 

John Crawford 

North 
Once again I start the column wel-

coming new members to the Section. 
This month we greet Scott Aitchison, 
Royal Dornoch; Justin Lochrie, Alyth; 
Keith Law, Forfar; Scott Barclay, 
Balmoral, and Neil Kidd, from Keith, 
the last three are rejoining us. 

Judging by other Section reports, the 
Association is growing well this year. If 
we can retain last year's membership 
then there should be a significant rise 
throughout the country Hopefully, at 
last, word is spreading just how good 
being in BIGGA is for greenkeepers 
everywhere and very reasonably priced 
too. I have just received my renewal for 
GCSAA dues and it is more than twice 
our fees, but that is still very reasonable 
I think. 

This month we have the Scottish 
Greenkeeping Championship at East 
Kilbride. I hope we can have a big entry 
from the North and that we can come 
away with some silverware. I cannot 
make it myself as I have a meeting 
about then and my daughter's gradua-
tion the following week, so will be too 
busy but I intend to send some of my 
staff down. 

If we think golf is expensive here, how 
about this tale from one of my members 
just back from Switzerland. He went to 
play golf with his son-in-law at a local 
duo and had to show his passport and 
a letter from our club before he got a 
game. After six holes they then had to 
pay a further fee and again after twelve! 
His son-in-law lives there and would like 

to join the club but the entrance fee is 
£18, 000! Mind you, he says the views 
of the Alps from all parts of the course 
are breath-taking. Apparently the cost of 
living is so high in Switzerland that 
most people rent property rather than 
buy as prices are so expensive. 

I read in last month's Central Section 
news that a football match is being 
arranged with our Section. I didn't 
know about this, but I am sure we can 
rise to the challenge. All ex-footie pro's 
please step forward as we don't want to 
let the Southern Softies beat us - only 
joking boys! 

(oking aside, this should be good fun 
if it can be organised and I look forward 
to reporting all about it in this column. 

Iain Macleod 

West 
Thursday, 29th April. What, was 

that day like? 
Spring has definitely sprungin all its 

glory. As the saying goes "The sun 
shines on the righteous". 

Well, it was a good turnout and 
despite the delay caused by tee off 
times, I think it all went rather well. 

As for my game, well with the bene-
fit of hindsight, I wish now that I had 
dusted my clubs off a couple of weeks 
prior to this event, as my partner Ian 
Smith & Alan Jack, I am sure, will no 
doubt concur!! Thanks for the game 
anyway lads. We thank the Captain 
Mr Alan Winning of Bothwell Castle 
GC for courtesy of the course and 
facilities on the day. 

Bothwell Castle was in great condi-
tion and our thanks go to Sam 
Morrison and all his staff for their 
hard work. Well done Sam. 

Thanks also go to the bar and cater-
ing staff, Terry Latby and his wife 
Sandra, thanks for an excellent meal. 

The sunshine brought out some 
good scores on the day, so without 
further ado here are the results:-

Scratch Prize Douglas Mcintosh, 
Cathkin Braes GC, scratch 70. 1st 
Class 1st Place Ian Smith, 
Drumpelier GC 73-5(68). 2nd Place 
Peter Cowan, Clydebank GC 81-
9(72)BIH. 3rd Place Scott 
Ballantyne, Cowglen GC 78-

Aftteuiator 
mowers 
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The 7 2 I X Articulator® features seven individual 2 1 " cutting decks 
which deliver a cut-path over ten feet wide. LasTec s revolutionary 
patented belt-drive system allows all seven cutting decks to articulate 
independently, but without messy, power-robbing hydraulic drives. The 
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6(72)BIH. 2nd Class: 1st Place John 
Brown, Bearsden GC 80-13(67). 2nd 
Place Gary Semple, East Kilbride GC, 
83-14(69). 3rd Place Alan Miller, 
WishawGC 83-13(70). 

3rd Class: 1st Place Joe Bell, 
Kilmacolm GC, 94-20(74). 

2nd Place Simon Murray, Douglas 
Park GC 98-21(77). 3rd Place Barry 
Brown Douglas Park GC, 104-
25(79). The trade prize as won by 
none other than Derek Duthie77-
5(72). The visitors prize was won by 
Andy Pearce, Port Glasgow GC, 77-
5(72). Nearest the pin was Peter 
Cowan winning a bottle of Vodka. 

Thanks also to all the trade mem-
bers for their help and support. 

The 29th was also the first draw of 
the recently launched "100 club". "All 
100 tickets sold successfully, weren't 
they Robert. 

On such an occasion, I personally 
feel that a fanfare of trumpets or 
drum roll would have been in order, to 
build up to the moment that my tick-
et was drawn. Sadly though it was not 
to be, however the lucky number 
"21", the holder being Brian Bolland, 
well done Brian. Still, there's hope 
yet, two more chances one at the 
Autumn meeting and at one of the 
AGM. For the millennium Mike 
Dooner has kindly offered to sponsor 
the "100" club. 

Please make a note in your diaries, 
Wednesday 22nd September, 
Autumn meeting at Windyhill GC 

John Scott Jnr recently attended the 
Section Secretaries meeting, held at 
HQ and reported that the two day 
course was very good and most infor-
mative giving those who attended an 
insight into the workings of HQ. He 
also commented on the size of the 
new building and felt that it should be 
slightly larger, giving the number of 
people attending this particular event. 
Keep your eyes peeled for an article 
penned by Robert Hogarth. Robert has 
been asked to write an article for the 
magazine on the subject of, "The diffi-
culties of an internal verifiers job". I 
must say I look forward to learning 
more about, what should be an inter-
esting topic. 

BIGGA have recently offered 
Sections the opportunity to provide 
"learning workshops", on any subject 
with the provision that it is in relation 
to greenkeeping. Subjects might 
include: Irrigation, Course Design, 
Construction, Soil Science, Using PC's, 
etc. The only requirement is that each 
course must have a minimum of thir-
teen bodies in attendance to justify the 
offer from HQ. 

Anybody interested please write to, or 
contact S. Bulloch for further informa-
tion. A date, to be finalised, in August 
has been arranged for a challenge 
match between Clubmaster V 
Greenkeepers. Numbers are restricted 
to 16, if you are interested and would 
like to take part contact S. Bulloch. 

Finally congratulations to Steve 
Richardson, formerly Bothwell Castle 
GC, Steve's new appointment is at 
Wentworth. Good luck Steve, hope 
you settle in well. Congratulations 
also to David Huton who moved 
recently to Bothwell Castle from 
Hamilton GC Sam Morrison informs 
me that he and Ian Wilson are still 
good friends, despite employing one 
of Ian's men. Sam reckons that it was 
because he had plied him with drink 
to soften the blow!! (Which in its self 
is quite strange, you see I always 
thought Ian was teetotal?) Answers 
on a postcard please. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me 
with any news or anything you might 
think worthy of a mention. 

M: 07050 173080 H: 0141 776-
1532 

Gavin Jarvis 

you to the Club Secretary and Captain 
for allowing us to play the Course. The 
results are:- Cat 1 A. Wood J. 
Eggelstone. Cat 2 N. Cain A. 
Cheesbough. Cat 3 T. Burge S. Jacques. 

The lads who got 
through to the 
National Finals are A. 

WATIONAL W o o d B e s t G r o s s T 

CHAMPIONSHIP Burge Best Nett. 
. , • dflfiBSfc Many thanks also to 

our sponsors for the 
prizes. 

Other Section news. Bob Lawton has 
been doing some construction around 
the course. Bob is Course Manager at 
Billingham Golf Club. 

I know people get fed up of me 
repeating myself asking for news in the 
Section, but it is not all that easy to put 
together when you have nothing to go 
on, in fact one gets right p xxx ed off 
thinking of things to write. Don't forget 
I am as busy as any other greenkeeper. 

Kevin (Scoop) Heslop 

Cleveland 
Well the Spring Tournament was 

held at Seaton Carew. Many thanks to 
the Head Greenkeeper and staff for an 
excellent turn out of the course. Also 
thanks to the steward and staff for the 
great meal, last but not least a thank 

Sheffield 
On 27 April we held our first golf com-

petition of the year. It was held at 
Doncaster GC, who I would like to thank 
for giving us the courtesy of their course. 
It was a glorious day compared with the 
weather we had recently Doncaster was 
in excellent condition and our thanks go 
to Kevin Kelsall and his staff. Well done 
Kevin. Our thanks also to the catering 
staff for an excellent meal which I think 
was enjoyed by everyone. 

There was some excellent golf played in 
some very tricky conditions. The eventu-
al winner was Raul Neve who played 
some very good golf. Well done Raul. 

Results were 1st P 
Neve; 2nd A Lomas; 
3rd C Hopper. May I 

THE CHARTERHOUSE "SCOTTS , , , 1 , J , 

NATIONAL also thank all the trade 
CHAMmN̂ HiP members who provid-

ed prizes for the 
competition and raffle. 
There was also two 

qualifiers for the Charterhouse/Scotts 
National Championship. They were: 
Best Gross, A Lomas, Well done Andy! 
Best nett: P Neve. Well done Paul and 
good luck to you both in the finals. 

The qualifiers for the regional finals at 

Macclesfield Golf Club are: 1 - 9 A 
Lomas, J Dorach. 10 -18 C Hopper, M 
Knowles. 19 - 28 P Neve, T Simpson. 
Good Luck to you all. 

Finally congratulations go to Paul Neve 
on his appointment as Deputy Head 
Greenkeeper at Brough Golf Qub. Well 
done Paul. 

John Lax 

North West 
I am so glad that we chose Fairhaven 

Golf Qub for the "Spring Tournament," 
because the weather was so bad that I 
think most other courses would have had 
to close. 

The day started off dull with possible 
showers forecast for later in the day 
Once again the weather men had it 
wrong. By 11. 30am the rain started 
and continued for he rest of the day, 
becoming heavier as the day pro-
gressed. The last game, including 
myself, started at 3pm and we played in 
continuous rain for 18 holes. My feel-
ings were not for myself or the other 
competitors, we have learned to accept 
wet weather in the last 18 months or 
so, but for Peter Simpson, Head 
Greenkeeper, and his dedicated staff 
who I am sure would have liked some 
decent weather so that the competitors 
could have appreciated more the 
superb condition of this very presti-
gious course. Despite all the rain the 
course did stay open and the competi-
tion did take place. I would like to 
thank Fairhaven Golf Club for allowing 
us to play their course, Peter and his 
staff for all their hard work in produc-
ing a great course in such difficult 
conditions, and the caterers and bar 
staff for looking after the hungry and 
thirsty 

The best results of the day were: Best 
Gross. Richard Castle, Denton GC; 
Best Nett. Michael Nolan, Bampton 
GC; Over 55. Bert Cross. Dave 
Cowhigg had the longest drive on the 
9th and Paul Daley had the nearest the 
pin on the 10th, both of these prizes 
donated by Rufford. Nearest the pin on 
the 17th was won by David Leach, this 
prize was a colour television donated by 
Turfcare. The nett prizes went down to 
8th place. I would like to thank NAV 
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patrons, Burrows (GM)Cheshire Light 
Machinery, Acorn Equipment and 
Rigby Taylor for their support with the 
prize table, also White Moss Amenity, 
Gary Worrall, Gieenkeeping Supply 
Co, Aitkens, County Crops, Richard 

Thursday June 17. Lunch 12noon-lpm 
Teeing time 1.30pm. If you have lert it 
late to enter ring Bill Merritt on 0151 
284 4416. Any problems or queries 
ring me on 0151 7245412 

Bert Cross 

Northern 
The Annual Dinner dance was again 

held at Bradford Golf Club. Many 
thanks to Dave Thackray and Mel Guy 
for the hard work in organising the 
event. This year we tried a carvery style 
meal which went down very well with 
everybody and once again a good time 
was had by all. 

This year's Spring Tournament and 
Charternouse/Scotts National Qualifier 
was held at Hornsea Golf Club. The 
weather was splendid, which enhanced 
the course presented to us. 

Congratulations to Roger and his team 
for all the hard work in preparing the 
"track" to such a high standard so early 
in the year. The exceptionally warm wel-
come from the new lady Secretary, 
quality of catering and service from the 
bar staff made the day one to remember. 

Many thanks to Adamsons for spon-
soring the prize table, Turfcare for the 
donation or a colour TV for the nearest 
pin prize, Ritefeed for the picnic hamper 
for the longest drive and to the rest of the 
trade for their raffle prizes. 

Division 1 D. Collins (best nett for 
national tournament), R. Bielby (best 
gross national tournament), R. Gee. 
Division 2 J. Piatt, A. Baxter, A. Court. 
Division 3 J. Brown, D. Jordan, A. 
Gamble. Nearest Pin R. Bielby Longest 
Drive A. Court. Trade Prize A. Dyson, 

Purdys. 
Good luck to David 

and Roger when they 
compete in the 
Charterhouse/ Scotts 
National Tournament 
at Carden Park later 
this year. 

THE CHARTERHOUSE SCOTTS 
NATIONAL 

CHAMPIONSHIP 

Campey, for help to swell the prize 
table. 

The two members 
who qualified for free 
entry to the National 

THE CHARTERHOUSE/SCOTTS J . . 
NATIONAL Champronship spon-
CH^onship s o r e d 5 y S c o t t s / 

I B ! Charterhouse are, best 
gross, Richard Castle, 
Denton GC, best nett, 

Michael Nolan, Brampton GC. 
The six qualifiers for the NAV team 

to play in the Regional Final at 
Macclesfield Golf Quo on Wednesday 
25th August are 0-9 Richard Castle, 
Denton GC; Tim Nolan, Denton GC; 
10-18 Michael Nolan , Bampton GC, 
John Coar, Blackpool NS GC; 19-28 
Mike Hogg, Childwell GC, Paul 
Eddlestone, Fishwick Hall GC This 
competition is sponsored by R. J. 
Campey (Macclesfield). 

The next meeting is the Summer 
Meeting at Longriage Golf Club on 

A couple of people have been moving 
within the Section. Jonny Piatt has 
moved to Cookridge Hall G&CC as 
Deputy Head Greenkeeper from Crow 
Nest Park and Richard Blackburn has 
gone to Outlane as Deputy Head 
Gieenkeeper also from Crow Nest Park. 

Finally a little bird has informed me 
that Alan Lofthouse, of Huddersfield 
Golf Club, has got married. 
Congratulations Alan, you can buy the 
boys a beer later in the year to celebrate! 

Anyone who has any news from with-
in the Section, please contact me at 1 
Cockley Meadows, Kirkheaton, 
Huddersfield, HD5 OLA or telephone 
01484 317813 or 07788 442755. 
Don't foiget to get your names & 
money to me in good time for any of 
the forthcoming golfing events. 

Simon Heppenstall. 

North Wales 
May 4, weather brilliant! Shouldn't 

have said that, should I. May I offer my 
apologies to everyone, especially the 
committees that I sit on, well haven't 
sat on recently If it seems I've been 
shirking my responsibilities, it's just 
that an awful lot has been going on in 
my private life which is not sorted, so 
I'm back on line, so to speak. I've been 
up to Aldwark with Howard McAddey 
to start the process of becoming I.V for 
Wales, returned with half a rain forest 
neatly packaged in folders. 

I also attended a course at the college 
on Basic H & S run by the Chartered 
Institute of Environmental Health. 
Very illuminating. I just hope I passed. 
Which brings me on to the next thing, 
first aid courses. Did you know that 
any work place employing more than 
five people MUST have a qualified first 
aider who has taken the 4-5 day course. 
Well you do now! The college is run-
ning row day courses on 21 - 24 June 
and the 1 2 - 1 5 July, costing £100 per 
person. Other refresher courses have 
been run, but by the time you read this 
it will be too late. I hope we can organ-
ise more later in the year. Remember, it 
is not only important, it is the law 

I believe a cracking day was had at the 
sprint meet at Llanymynech. Thanks 
go to Alan and his team and also the 
club for giving us the courtesy. 

Results, Best Gross -
Alan Lewis 74 (nett 
69) say no more! THE CHARTERHOUSE SCOTTS ' J 

NATIONAL Charternouse/Scotts 
CH^PIONSH'P National Champion-
iSS? ship qualifier, Carden 

Park. Best nett John 
Humphreys 68, 

Charterhouse/Scotts National Champ-
ionship qualifier Carden Park and 
Lesco Trophy 2nd Andy Cornes 3rd 
Don Ravlando 69, 4th C. Rogers 72, 
5th R. Lewis 73, Longest Drive R. 
Lewis, Nearest the Pin, Haydn Jones 
3'5", Guests 1 G. Fitzpatrick 68,2nd E. 
Heaps 69, 3rd M. Jones 70, Longest 
Drive Llanymynech Lady Captain 
(Ladies tee 168 yards forward of 
men's). Nearest pin R. Owens 15'11!, 
2's Haydn Jones, Adrian Ellis, Marc 
Brute, P Farzay G Fitzpatrick (6 balls 
each). 

Thanks again go to the Trade for their 
support. Acorn, Walker Engineering, 
John Osman, ALS, Oakleys, Rigby 
Taylor, Greenkeeper Supply Co. Aitkens, 
Charterhouse/Scotts. Regional qualifiers 
for Macclesfield will be notified Cat 0 -
9 , 1 0 - 1 8 , 1 9 - 2 8 . 

Our secretary Gary has told me that no 
one replied for the N. Wales, N. West 
pitch so he had to phone around to get a 
team. Come on lads, in future pick up the 

phone. Anyway once again we won. As 
I've said before, the GEM Shield seems 
to be written in the wrong language as it 
spends all its time in Wales. Sorry Bert 

Last but not least, Autumn meeting is 
at Nefyn on 13 October. I'll buy you a 
drink Pat. The Christmas meet is at 
Royal St Davies, 7 December. Even my 
clubs will be coming out of retirement. 
Seeya. 

Dave Goodridge 

VERTI-D1 

Without doubt, the new \£rti-
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Berks, Bucks & Oxon 
The opening golf day of the season 

was held at Beaconsfield GC on April 
20. The day was a great success with 

around 40 entrants competing for two 
spaces in the national finals at Carden 
Park in October. The only problem was 
the continuous rain which I suppose 
was to be expected in April. 

Our thanks go to Bill Patterson and 
his team who presented the course 
superbly it was certainly a credit to all 
concerned. The meal was also very 
good, altogether a great venue and one 
I hope we will be able to return to. The 

prizes for the day were supplied by Gem 
Professional, thanks to Bernie for his con-
tinuous support for the Section. Last but 

not least thanks to 
Richard Fontmeuller, 
and ETT, who sup-
plied all the raffle 
prizes. 

The results of the day 
were as follows: Best 
Gross R. Wilson 74. 

THE CHARTERHOUSE, SCOTTS 

NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Best Nett T French 76-7-69. 2. C. Taylor 
87-16-69.3. G. Wheeler 90-17-73. 

Congratulations to all winners the 
weather made the scoring very difficult. 
Tony French and myself will do our best 
at Carden Park to represent the 
Section. 

Lindsay Anderson has now passed 
over the writing of this article to me but 
continues as Secretary Thanks for the 
tips, Lindsay 

It can drive its 6" tines, solid or 
hollow, at a faster rate than any other 
aerator, which makes it the perfect 
machine for high speed runs down the 
fairway and for even shorter work on the 
greens. 

The new Mustang joins the market-
leading range of \ferti-Drains that have 

outsold and outperformed all 
competitors for the past 20 years. 

And, with an aerator to suit 
virtually every application, it s the widest 
range available anywhere. 

But one word of caution. 
The new Mustang is fast; so fast 

that you may get done in a flash. 

Contact us now for further 
information or a demonstration of the new 
Verti-Drain Mustang on 01428 661222. 
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Simon Austin who is Lindsay's 
apprentice at Badgemore had a hole-in-
one last week at Badgemore Park on 
the par three 17th with an 8-iron. 
Hopefully the first of many Simon well 
done. 

Finally I would like to welcome Colin 
Hutt into the section he has taken up 
the post as my Deputy at Donnington 
Grove. Any news for the article would 
be much appreciated and you can con-
tact me on die number below. 

Ross Wilson 01635-821333 

East Midland 
I have just had news from an old 

friend of our Section, one of our former 
secretaries, Gordon Mitchell. Gordon 
has returned to his native Scotland, 
working at Piperdam Golf & Country 
Club, in Dundee. 

Gordon formerly worked at Melton 
Mowbry GC and Westwood GC, in 
Staffordshire. If any member would like 
to contact Gordon he has passed on his 
address and telephone number to me 
and he would like to hear from his old 
friends from within the Section. On 
behalf of the East Midlands section I 
would like to wish Gordon all the best at 
Piperdam Golf and Country Club. 

Next year's Autumn Tournament will 
be held at Market Harboiough GC on 
September 20 and will again be gener-
ously sponsored by Banks Amenity 
Products. Results from this year's Spring 
Tournament will appear in next 
month's article. 

Finally if anyone has any information 
they would like to see in this article 
please let me know. 

Antony Bindley 

Midland 
The spring Tournament was held at 

Walmley Golf Club on a fine, sunny 
April day. The day was a real success 
and was enjoyed by everyone who 
attended. Many thanks on behalf of 
the Midland section to all the staff at 
Walmley Golf Club and especially to 
Andrew Greenaway and his staff for 
presenting the course in such good 
condition. A big thank you to all the 
sponsors for the day who were as fol-
lows, E T Breakwells for the prizes, 
Ruffords for longest drive and nearest 
the pin and Bathgates for the wine 
with the meal. 

I have all the results and they are as 
follows: Best gross - G Wallace. Best 
nett - P Loffman. 2nd M Gash. 3rd M 
Jones. 4th D Fellows. 5th T Cheese. 
6th K Weston. 1 st Trade N Tyler. 2nd 
Trade R Minton. Nearest the pin P 
Loffman. Longest drive G Wallace. 

On a more serious note, on behalf of 
the Midland section I would like to 
send our best wishes to Neil Horton 
and his family as Neil has recendy had 
a major operation and has been very 
ill. So, get well soon Neil. 

Finally I would like to introduce you 
to some more new members - Thomas 
Moulds, Craig Souter, Justin Roberts, 
Mark Roche, Douglas Macgregor, 
Colin McBeth, Steven Heath, Adrian 
Harris and James Wicks. 

Jonathan Wood 

East of England 
The first competition of the year was 

held at Thorp Wood, Peterborough, 
where the small turn out played over a 
testing course set by David Walden. The 
course was in great condition and held up 
well to the atrocious weather conditions. 

The sponsors Piboro Garden Mach-
inery and Barenbrug seed pleaded for the 
golf day to be sponsored next year in a 
warmer month as they have been the 
April Competition for the last five years. 

Thanks to Alisdair of PGM and Ben 
Petijean of Barenbrug for their support in 
sponsoring the competition. They 
brought some great prizes and the raffle 
prizes which were donated by other trade 
members, were much appreciated by our 
members. The eventual winner was 
Graeme MacDonald of Newark G C. 36 
points. Second was David Welberry of 
Kirton Holme 31 points and Kevin 
Hodges of Ryston M 30 points. Leigh 
Siddon of UAP took home the trade prize 
of 26points. 

On a much warmer day the Purdy's 
Cup and Charterhouse/Scotts Champ-
ionship qualifier was played over Les 
Purdy's home course at Retford. This 
course was in excellent condition thanks to 
John Shan and staff. Les, as usual, pro-
duced some prizes which would befit 
any Captain's Day prize table. Thanks 
to Les, Annie and Andy for the sponsor-
ship. Also thanks to the other sponsors, 
Tower Chemical (Gary you will hand 
out those hats/Cooper) Rigby Taylors, 
Aitkens, Greenpride and Roy's bottle of 
wine. 

The Charterhouse/Scotts National 
Championship quali-
fiers were G.A. 
MacDonald, Newark 
with 74 - 5 - 69 nett 
winner and Josh 
White, Belton Park 
taking the gross with 
an 84. 

The Purdy's Cup went to G.A. 
MacDonald who has been cut again by 
Kevin Hodges with a score of 74 - 3 - 71. 

Second was Nigel Marshall, Belton 
Park, 100-28-72. Third John Hewson 
92 - 19 - 73 of Market Rasen. Trade 
prize went to Peter Fell 77 - 12 - 65. 
Any news or ideas from the section, do 
not hesitate to call me on 01636 
626564. 

GA. MacDonald 

NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Surrey 
After all the rain thank goodness for 

the recent spell of sunshine that made 
the end of April and beginning of May 
so warm and a pleasure to be in the 
open air. 

Alec Bradshaw must have either sold 
his soul or spirit or spent all of the pre-
vious Sunday praying for fine weather 
for the Spring Tournament at Maiden 
Golf Club. Well, whatever he did it 
worked. The sun shone and shone and 
made this first golf day an absolute 
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pleasure to be part of. 
The course was in excellent condi-

tion, beautifully presented and we 
thank Maiden Golf Club for their 
courtesy and the catering staff for the 
superb meal. 

The day was sponsored by Turfcare 
and the prizes were presented by John 
Hobbs. 

The results were as 
follows:- 1. Gareth 
Rogers, nett 63; 2. 
Brian Turner nett 68 
on countback; 3. Steve 
Holmes, nett 68; 4. 
Alan McDougall, nett 
70. Trade prize Brian 

Bowles nett 74. 
The Charterhouse/Scotts National 

Championship qualifiers are Gareth 
Rogers, best net and Brian Turner best 
gross. 

There have been a few changes in 
Surrey and we congratulate Terry 
Huntley who as most members know 
is now Course Manager at West Hill 
Golf Club and James Andrews who 
has been appointed First Assistant at 
Puttenham. Ron Christie and his 
wife have had their second baby, this 
time a daughter named Beth. 

Richard Evans, also of Addington 
Place, it must be something in the air, 
is a proud father for the first time to 
a son named Evan. 

To Ron and Rick our warmest con-
gratulations and also to Simon 
Haynes, from Purley Downs Golf 
Club, whose son, Thomas, arrived 
five weeks early at the beginning of 
the year. 

Brian Willmott. 

Essex 
On April 13, 40 souls ventured over 

to Burnham-on-Crouch Golf Club for 
the Spring meeting of the Essex 
Section. It was so cola and wet I'm sur-
prised everyone finished. Thanks to 
Pattersons for sponsoring the event, the 
club for making us so welcome and 
Paul for having the course in such good 
condition, despite the wet winter. 
Raffle prizes were kindly donated by 
Rigby'Taylor, UAP Grass Roots, Avon 
Crop, CMW, Does, Tuckwells, 
Greenkeeping Supplies and Gem. 

Onto the prize winners:-
1-9 Category Jeff Robinson-78; Andy 

Sheehan-80; Carl Croucher-80. 10-18 
Category John Winters-77, Richard 
Dunmow-78; Dave Wells-80. 19-28 
Category Paul Copsey-74; Malcolm 
Smith-78; Martin Forrester-81: Guest 
Prize. Sandy Anderson. Trade Prize: 
Andy Church, Mark Day 

Greenkeepers Supply sponsored the 
Longest Drive, won by Andy Sheehan 
and Nearest the Pin, won by Richard 
Pride. 

We would like to welcome the follow-
ing new members to the Section, Daniel 
Harvey, Three Rivers Golf Club, Andrew 
Miller, The Warren Golf Club, Martin 
Howard and Nicholas Kikkades, of 
Theydon Bois Golf Club. 

A special thanks goes to Graham Paul 
for all the hard work he does for the 
Section. 
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Now for the impor-
tant bit, qualifiers for 
the Charterhouse/ Scotts 

^AMmNSHiP National Championship, 
g i l l gmf/Z best gross score- Steve 
» Cox-83, best nett score-

Chris Ward-72. 
Good luck to you both. 
See you all at Colchester on June 23. 
Dave Wells 

East Anglia 
Well what a start to spring! Sun, rain, 

sleet, sun again and then snow, all cou-
pled with winds from varying 
directions, has meant that soil temper-
atures have risen and then fallen, more 
often than a team of continental foot-
ballers in 90 minutes play! 

Wishing for at least one setded day 
were 49 members of the Section who 
entered our first golf day of 1999, 
which was held at the Lini« Golf Club, 
Newmarket. Threatening skies through 
the competition was all the heavens 
offered but all around the neighbouring 
counties heavy downpours were the 
order of the day Wind though was cer-
tainly not in short supply, as it was 
strong, with swirling gusts enough to 
test any high approach shot. 

The Charterhouse/ 
Scotts National Champ-
ionship qualifier was 
played over 18 holes 
medal play 

Results: 1-9 handi-
cap. 1. N. Brewster, 78 
nett 72; 2. T. Morton, 

76 nett 72; 3. A. Carter, 78 nett 73.10-
18 handicap. 1. G. McHugh, 85 nett 
73; 2. S. Sylvester, 88 nett 74; 3. S. 
Curtis, 88 nett 74. 19-28 handicap. 1. 
T. Russell, 91 nett 72; 2. E. Hart, 95 
nett 74, 3. IC Titshall, 99 nett 80. 
Guests. 1. P Carson 87 nett 74; 2. Mrs 
D. Kerchiss 99 nett 74. Nearest the pin 
on 9th. P Carson, Longest drive on 
18th. G. McHugh; Loo Seat. M. Day, 
for ditching his van on the way to the 
meeting. 

Qualifiers for the Charterhouse/ 
Scotts National Championship are N. 
Brewster and T. Morton. Before the 
link Club Captain Mr D. Orwell pre-
sented the prizes. He thanked the 
club's Head Greenkeeper for his hard 
work on the course, and presenting it in 
such good condition. He then went to 
praise all Greenkeepers and Course 
Managers, on behalf of all the golfers 
around the world. 

Ian Willett thanked the Captain and 
then thanked Rob Boyce and his team 
of greenkeepers for the excellent course. 
Also a big thank you to our trade spon-
sors for their support. They are, 
Atterton & Ellis, Barenbrug, Colliers 
Turf Care, Consult Clarkson, CMW 
Grass Roots Trading Company, 
Hardley Tools, Pattissons, Rhone-
Poulenc, Rigby Taylor, Rushbrooks, 
Sisis, Tomlinson Ground Care, Toro 
UK, Turfcare Ltd, UAP Ltd. 

The collection that has now become 
part of all our meetings towards the 
Macmillan Nurses Fund raised £44. 73. 

Our next meeting will be on 
Wednesday 16th June at Ufford Park 



Golf Club, sponsored by Bartram 
Mowers. The match against the Essex 
section on the 25th August will now be 
played at Thorpness Golf Club, not at 
RAF Lackenheath. 

S. Millard 

South Coast 
I am sorry there was no report in last 

month's magazine. I just didn't have 
any news. If you have anything for the 
Section report, please give me a call. 

All those I spoke to at Westurf 
thought the move to West Point was a 
good one. 

The members of the trade seemed to 
be a lot happier this year. There were a 
lot more stands than previous years. A 
lot of the locals also attended the show. 
This included bowling green greenkeep-
ers and groundsmen from the local 
football and cricket clubs. This must be 
good news for Westurf. I noted a large 
increase in the numbers from the South 
Coast this time. Well done all of you 
who made the effort. Adam and his Axe 
Men was well worth the visit. Who 
needs a chainsaw when you have men 
like that around. 

There seemed to be a lot more activi-
ty at the trade stands this year. This can 
only be good for all concerned. Before 
moving on from Westurf we must 
thank Paula for all the hard work in 
organising the show. Also all the work 
involved in moving to the new venue. 
Thank you Paula and we look forward 
to Westurf 2000 (The Millennium). 

Our summer tournament will be held 
at Rowlands Castle Golf Club on 
Thursday 22 July. It will consist of a 
four ball better ball played over 18 
holes. Pairing is to consist of a green-
keeper and a member from his Golf 
Club Committee or a golfing member 
of his club. A greenkeeper member may 
play with a greenkeeper member from 
another club. The cost of the day will 
be £15.50 per head. All entries to 
include you and your partners names 
and addresses, Golf clubs, current 
handicaps and cheques for £31 to be 
sent to:- Fred Deaman, Golf Club 
Bungalow, Alton Golf Club, Old 
Odiham Road, Alton, Hants. GU34 
4BU. Tel: 01420 86679. All entries to 
be with Fred 10 days beforehand, that 
is Monday 12 July. 

Kenan Daly has secured a new post 
at Gog Magog Golf Club at Cambridge 
as Course Manager. We will all be sorry 
to lose you Kerran, you have been a 
keen supporter of our Section for a 
number of year. I am sure the Section 
will want me to congratulate you on 
your new post and wisn you all the best 
for the future. 

Lastly, Fred is compiling a team of 12 
to play the Secretaries. The date is the 
8 July the venue Parkstone Golf Club. 
Anyone wishing to play contact Fred. If 
my memory serves me correct the 

Secretaries won last year! I am sure that 
Fred will be after the best team he can 
find to reverse last year's result. 

Ken Lodge. 

South West 
A great day was had by all the mem-

bers who attended the Spring 
Tournament, which took place at 
Wells GC on April 22. Torrential rain 
almost postponed the event, but the 
weather held back and some good 
scores were recorded. The results were 
as follows:-Mark Ford, 39 points; 2. 
Craig Fudge, 38 point; 3. A. Knight, 
38 points. 

The Trade prizes went to Phil 
Greenway with 38 points. The spon-
sors of the event were Ocmis who 
provided some excellent prizes which 
were greatly appreciated. Thanks were 
also given to Wells GC Head 
Greenkeeper, Maurice Pearce, and his 
staff for getting the course into great 
shape considering the adverse weath-
er conditions and also Ray and 
Pauline and the rest of the catering 
staff for the superb meal afterwards. 

The next meeting is the Summer 
Tournament, which will take place at 
Lilley Brook GC on July 22. This 
event is sure to attract a large amount 
of interest. 

I have been asked to make some 
enquiries as to the whereabouts of the 
team strip. The six shirts seem to have 
gone missing and are needed this year. 
If you know where they are , please 
telephone the Team Captain, Dave 
Bougen, on 01285-720112. 

The region will donate one ticket for 
the BTME in January 2000. The tick-
et will be raffled and sold at golfing 
events through the rest of the year, 
and will be picked at the AGM or the 
Christmas Tournament. The price will 
be £1. A ticket can be obtained by 
contacting Peter Baynton on 01275-
855321. 

Turning to Education and Training, 
I have arranged a number of courses 
for the Summer and Autumn. A one 
day First Aid course will take place on 
August 17th at Cumberwell Park GC, 
PA1 course will take place on 
September 22. PA6 will take place on 
October 13. 

Other training courses for chainsaw 
and abrasive wheels have been provi-
sionally booked for late October 
onwards, at Hartpury, Lackham and 
Canmington Colleges. If you have 
already put your name down on the 
waiting lists during the last year, there 
is no need to contact me as I still have 
your name. New applications for any 
of the courses shown above should 
contact me on 01249-783382. 

If you would like to go on PA2 
courses, you should contact Noel 
Stevens on 01452 526111 and he 
will arrange a convenient training 
date. 

Westurf again was excellent, with 
very good attendence at the event 
which was held at Westpoint for the 
first time. Thanks to Paula for her 
organisation. 

Paul Cunningham. 

South Wales 
The new look Westurf, I must say 

was well worth the longer journey to 
Exeter for what was an excellent day 
Congratulations must go to the organ-
isers for the trade Exhibition especially 
to Paula Humphries. From those who 
attended the show it was far better 
being indoors, I'm sure you would agree 
even though it was a dry day Thanks 
must also go to the Axe man who gave 
us superb entertainment. 

The day would not have been a 
success without the vital time that 
exhibitors gave. So on behalf of the 
South Wales Section thanks to all and 
the trade for an enjoyable day 

I'll give you the update on the Spring 
Tournament and the golf match 
BIGGA versus Pencoed College next 
month. 

A date for your diary: BIGGA versus 
the PGA to take place at St. Mellons 
Golf Club Cardiff on August 17. 

Richard Hatcher 01656 742761 

Devon and Cornwall 
Westurf 99 took on a new look and a 

new venue which proved to be a great 
success as the show moved into the 
purpose built arena at Westpoint 
Exeter located just minutes off the M5 
motorway The indoor arena created a 
superb atmosphere very similar to 
BTME, allowing visitors to catch up on 
the latest development within our 
industry. Congratulations must go to 
our Regional Administrator ana the 
Regional Board for taking such a posi-
tive step in moving the show to 
Westpoint which turned out to be a 
great success. 

Visitors also had the chance to sam-
ple the hospitality in the BIGGA stand 
and to meet our Chairman Gordon 
Child, Executive Director, Neil 
Thomas, and Education and Training 
Manager, Ken Richardson, who were 
on and to answer any questions. 
Educational seminars were run 
throughout the day with the highlight 
of the day being the Adam Axe men 
demonstrating their skills. 

With all the hard work Paula has put 
into Westurf and the Region over the 
last few months with the added pres-
sures of moving house to sunny Bude, I 
hope she has time to read this article 
while listening to the waves gently lap-
ping against the Cornish coast line. 

Richard Whyman. 

South East 
At the end of March we had our sec-

tion qualifier at Royal County Down 
GC, Newcastle. There was a great 
attendance on the day appreciating the 
sunny weather. The championship 
course itself is in magnificent condition 
and all praise to Alan Strachan, Course 
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Manager and to Walter Beattie and the 
team for the presentation of the course. 

Congratulations to 
our two qualifiers 
Noel Crawford and 
his brother Eamon 
Crawford, both green-
keepers at Royal 
County Down. 

Also thanks to 
Scotts for the prizes of cut glass 
decanters to the winners. I would also 
like to thank Terry Crawford, our hand-
icap secretary for overseeing the 
competition as well as chairman 
Graham Wylie and secretary Ken 
Henderson and especially to Royal 
County Down GC for allowing us to 
run the section qualifier on their course 
and for the courtesy they showed to 
BIGGA members. 

I would like to welcome further new 
members to the section, David Lenhan, 
Head Greenkeeper at Milltown GC 
Dublin, also Michael King, Eamon 
Crawford, Noel Crawford and Patrick 
Bready all from Royal County Down 
GC. 

One more thing to mention is a sum-
mer golf competition which will be held 
in early June and members will be noti-
fied. 

Jonathan McCabe 

See you all next month! 

THE CHARTERHOUSE/SCOTTS 

NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
FOR THE BIGGA CHALLENGE TROPHY 

Redexim + 
Cfiaiteriwuse 

Congratulations to the 
qualifiers so far in the 
Charterhouse/Scotts 

National Championship 
for the BIGGA 

Challenge Trophy. 

Keep those results 
coming in, and we'l l 

highlight the qualifiers 
every month. 



Paula Humphr ies , B IGGA's Regional Admin is t ra tor 
for the South West & South Wales, reports back 
f rom Westur f99 , and looks t o w a r d W e s t u r f 2 0 0 0 . . . 

Going West 

Above: Paula Humphries, 
Westurf organiser 

Right: Just one of the 
many busy stands at 

this year's event 

What a good job we decided to go 
under cover this year - Long Ashton 
was closed during the week, and 
experienced the heaviest rainfall of 
the year! It is doubtful whether we 
would have been able to use the 
venue at all. The Westpoint arena 
was superb and to those of you who 
commented that it was a little chilly, 
I would say that at least you were dry 
(on the outside if not on the inside!) 

Setting up on the Monday went 
fairly smoothly. The shell scheme was 
a little late being put up but eventu-
ally all was in place and the show 
kicked off with a cocktail party on 
Monday evening which was attended 
by the traders and helpers and we 
were delighted to welcome National 
Chairman, Gordon Child and his 
wife Marion and Neil Thomas, 
Executive Director. 

Show day dawned (for me at 5.00 
am!) bright and clear. New to 
Westurf this year was a programme 
of seminars on varying aspects of 
Water Management. The three 
speakers were Stephen Bernhard of 
Bernhard & Co., Helen Wakeley of 
Symbio and Len Dixon of Field 
Capacity Ltd. The first seminar held 
at 9.30 am was attended by over 40 
delegates. The others had similarly 
good attendance so the experiment 
was a success. Our thanks to the 
three speakers who were excellent. 

Another innovation was the enter-
tainment arena. The fabulous Adams 
Axe Men, a prize winning team from 
the New Forest, gave two fantastic 
demonstrations of wood cutting and 
tree felling which attracted huge 
audiences and was greatly enjoyed by 
all. It was a pity the PA. system was 
so poor. The witty and informative 
commentary could not be fully 
appreciated. 

The attendance at the show was 
excellent with personnel from all 
fields of the industry and this year we 
had a registration book so we have a 
record of visitors. Nobody got past 
Susie on the registration desk! so 
when I have time I will be able to 
compile a database for traders and 
anyone else who wants it. 

the showground looked great with 
its huge balloon decorations and 
thanks go to Avoncrop and Tacit for 
the loan of the posts and chains for 
the arena. Our grateful thanks also to 
Martin Petherick who made the 
bases for the posts. Hospitality 
drinks and nibbles were available in 
the BIGGA stand and it was nice to 
meet a lot of greenkeepers there. 

A golf simulator proved a great 
attraction and the competitions for 
the longest drive and nearest the pin 
raised over £70 for charity. The 
organisers told me that the longest 
drive was recorded by Peter Lawrence 

of East Devon at 323 yards - that's 
up there with Tiger Woods! The 
nearest the pin was Ian Chennery 
from Woodbury. Simon Jefferies golf 
pro from Okenampton gave advice 
and tips on swings etc. 

Overall it was a great and hugely 
successful day for tne Region and I 
would like to extend my very grateful 
thanks to all those who helped on the 
days of the show, especially my hus-
band who did a great deal behind the 
scene - and a vacuum cleaner. It was 
great teamwork. 

Prize winners: Best presented shell 
scheme stand - Andrew Mac William. 
Best presented open stand - Kyetec. 
Crossword - Terry Farkins. Pre-regis-
tration draw - J B Bullen. 

Westurf 2000 at Westpoint -
Wednesday April 12th, 2000 

Put it in your diary now! 

The grass is greener with LBS Amenity 
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To reserve your free copy telephone or fax 01282 869850 
LBS Amenity • Standroyd Mill • Cottontree • Colne » Lancashire • BB8 7BW • www.lbs-group.co.uk • email: sales@lbs-group.co.uk 

http://www.lbs-group.co.uk
mailto:sales@lbs-group.co.uk


Unl ike the famous monkeys w h o nei ther spoke, s a w 
nor heard no evil, as Roland Taylor explains, using al l 
your senses proper ly can be ext remely benef ic ia l . . . 

Senses 
working overtime 

In an age of high technology when computers play a major part in our lives it is easy to 
forget just how powerful our own human brain is. We can absorb data from a number of 
sources, analyse it, and make reasoned decisions in an instant. What has this got to do 
with golf course equipment you may ask? The answer is a great deal. By using our sens-
es (sound, sight, feel, smell and taste) we can take on board information that our brains 
unscramble and come up with the best action, if any, that we need to take. 

The grass-cutting season is now well underway and, for many, it means mowing from vir-
tually dawn to dusk. In this situation it is easy to overlook a symptom on the mower that 
indicates something nasty is developing. 

The engine fires first time, reels are spinning and drive is operational - no problems, let's 
go mowing. Hang on a minute, now is the time all the senses should be fully active and 
sending messages to the brain for analysis. 



Senses 
working overtime 

Chain drives are always hidden 
under covers. If they become slack 
they are likely to slap against the 
casing and this is a certain indica-
tion that some adjustment is 
needed. 

Transmission whine is another 
sound to keep an ear out for, It may 
mean that a top-up of a lubricant is 
required, but if it still persists or 
increases in volume then something 
is wrong. 

S I G H T 
By being ever watchful, you can 

identify areas on the machine that 
require some attention. 

Oil patches on areas where a 
machine has stood overnight are 
clues that need to be investigated. 
It may be coming from the engine, 
transmission box or drive system. 

Keep an eye out for seepage 
around hydraulic couplings and 
hoses chaffing against metal. 

Grease oozing from a bearing 
might mean a seal has gone. 

Black deposits around the 
exhaust outlet area, are an indica-
tion that the engine is not running 
correctly. 

Check for a build-up of dry grass 
and dirt anywhere on the machine, 
especially areas that are designed to 

S O U N D 
- as the song goes "listen to the 

rhythm of the beat". 
When one works with a piece of 

equipment every day one gets 
familiar with the noise it makes, so 
any changes should be taken as a 
warning signal. It is those subtle 
alterations in the noise that need to 
be listened out for. 

The engine 
A normal engine will have a 

steady rhythm regardless of 
whether it is ticking over or under 
full power. A change in this indi-
cates that something is not quite 
right. It may be that the fuel mix-
ture is incorrect and this could be 
due to a number of factors: 

• Old petrol is being used. 
(Petroleum companies change the 
composition of fuel to suit the time 
of year to suit the season.) 

• Dirty or polluted fuel is in the 
system 

• The spark plugs are dirty or 
incorrectly set. 

• Clogged up air filters will 
change the air-to-fuel ratio and 
make an engine run richer and hot-
ter. 

• Cooling fins and radiator grilles 
may be blocked up with dried grass 

thus causing the engine to run hot. 
• Low oil levels mean poor lubri-

cation, so friction creates heat 
buildup. 

Any or all of these faults will 
mean an increase in fuel consump-
tion, more pollutant being emitted 
into the atmosphere and a reduc-
tion in the machine's overall 
performance. 

The machine 
Two surfaces running at high 

speed with virtually no lubrication 
will make a different sound to 
when they are well oiled or greased. 

The changes in reel noise indicate 
they require resetting. A reel might 
be damaged or have come off cut. 
Alternatively, it could be set too 
hard - this will not only affect the 
cut, it also places an extra stress on 
the mower's other components and 
excessive wear will take place. 

Another noise to listen out for is 
rattling of guards. If securing clips 
or other fixings have become loose 
they will eventually break or come 
undone completely,with the result 
that the guard eventually falls off. 
There is always the chance that it 
will finish up in the cutting system, 
where it could do considerable 
damage. 
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keep the unit running at the correct 
temperature. These include, cool-
ing fins on the engine and 
hydraulic system, air filters on the 
carburettor and radiators grilles, if 
fitted. 

Watch out for loose guards, 
wiring, clip nuts and bolts. 

Observe the quality of cut from 
each mowing unit. 

Make sure there are no slack belts 
or chains. 

Clean dirt around oil fillers and 
fuel caps. 

Whilst cutting look out for for-
eign bodies in the grass such as 
people, animals, stones, golf balls 
and tees. 

T O U C H 
Excessive vibration is a sure sign 

things are not right. On a rotary, a 
blade may have been badly dam-
aged or come off - this will require 
immediate attention. 

Any area that is not normally hot 
needs checking out. 

With the engine switched off, 
spin the reels to find out if they 
need re adjusting. 

Test belt and chain tensions. 

S M E L L 
Burning rubber - indicates a belt 

is overheating. 
Fuel - could be leaking from a car-

burettor or fuel pipe. 
Bonfire - a build-up of dried grass 

has been or is about to ignite. 
Oil - A gasket might be leaking or 

there is shortage of oil. 

T A S T E 
As far as the machine is con-

cerned there are no areas where this 
is likely to be used. If you have 
done the job properly you can sit 
back and enjoy your sandwiches or 
lunchtime meai which will very 
likely taste excellent. 

All this seems like a lot to take in, 
but in reality one should not 
become paranoid - most is common 
sense and comes naturally. It is just 
a question of being observant, using 
your senses and responding to 
something that is not quite right, 
thus reducing the chances of hassle 
at a later date. 

• Advice • Application • 
Supply • Training 

DRIFT FREE Contract Spraying 
utilising our purpose built machine 

The SPRAYING MANTIS 
Freephone: 0800 068 08 78 
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Car: 0850 300104 

Unit 14, Roundshead Drive, Warfield, Berkshire RG42 3RZ 

WEED FREE is a Registered Trade Mark 
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In irrigation, the programme 
scheduling including start times, 
active days etc uses date as one 
of the essential input factors. 
With a PC date running out of 
synchronisation with real dates 
this can cause some obvious 
operational problems 

i 

Don't let it 

on your parade 
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Graeme Francis, Market ing Manager for 
The Hydroscape Group Limited and 
UK Distributors of Toro Irrigation Products, 
troubleshoots some potential problems 
which are facing greenkeepers and their 
computer-based irrigation systems 

There seem to be two things 
about the year 2000 that every-
body hears about, the Millennium 
Dome and the Millennium Bug. 

Both seem to bring out an opin-
ion in most people, and whilst the 
Dome is of background interest, 
the Bug will potentially have a 
greater and more global impact. 

We hear many stories about the 
failure of all kinds of systems and 
the foretellers of doom are having a 
great time predicting the chaos that 
will ensue when the clock rolls over 
from 31st December 1999 to 1st 
January 2000. 

For us, the question that will arise 
is what will be the effect of entry 
into 2000 on the operation of 
equipment used for golf course 
management. 

The whole scenario is encom-
passed by the term Year 2000 
Compliant sometimes shortened to 
Y2K (no it doesn't involve chang-
ing every Y in the dictionary to a 
K, or New Year's Eve would 
become 1st Januark 2000!) 

Year 2000 compliance is, howev-
er, not really to be seen as a joke, as 
it is important to greenkeepers. The 
reason for this is that any piece of 
equipment you use that has a 
microchip needs to be compliant. 
This is particularly relevant to the 
electronic technology used in irriga-
tion control which probably 
represents the most sophisticated 
electronic equipment used in golf 
course management. 

There are two types of irrigation 
systems that need Year 2000 com-
pliance. The largest group is that of 

controllers utilising microchips 
with embedded software and a con-
trol panel inputting format. These 
range from small residential con-
trollers which can operate up to, for 
example, twelve control valves 
through to the extensive wall 
mounted golf course decoder sys-
tems which may operate up to four 
hundred stations. 

Some of the decoder controllers 
may now be fifteen years old and 
consideration of Year 2000 compli-
ance was not a major issue in the 
mid 1980's. Well it is now, and you 
should be checking with the suppli-
er or contractor who installed or 
services the system as to whether 
the unit is affected and, if so, what 
can be done to overcome the mat-
ter. In many cases the corrective 
action will be an upgrade of the 
chip, however you will need to 
establish that this is possible and 
that the appropriate chip is avail-
able. 

The second system type affected 
by the Year 2000 issue is that using 
PC based interfacing. More ana 
more greenkeepers are using a PC 
as an aid to course management. In 
some cases the PC is being used for 
general administrative tasks includ-
ing word processing, spreadsheet 
production, report generation etc. 
In many instances a PC is being 
used as the central component of 
the irrigation control system. In the 
UK today it is probable that as 
many as 75% of new irrigation sys-
tems use PC technology to allow 
the input, monitoring and adjust-
ment of irrigation operations. The 
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benefits of such control are well 
founded and make PC control a 
very serious and viable option 
when considering the specification 
for a new system to water the 
course. 

With the increased use of PCs 
comes the necessity to ensure that 
all elements of their supply is 
undertaken correctly and that con-
tinuity of technical service support 
is provided. This support includes 
the ability to fight off the infamous 
Millennium Bug. 

From a pure irrigation viewpoint 
the key area of attention is in date 
comprehension. 

In the early days of computer 
development information storage 
space was both limited and expen-
sive. As a result it was decided that 
a six digit date format would be 
used, i.e. the 1st January 1999 is 
shown as 01/01/99. This format 
became the standard, and whilst we 
are still in the 20th century it 
serves the purpose perfectly well. 
What has been created, however, is 
a situation whereby a computer, or 

any software embedded in a 
microchip, has no understanding of 
a change in century. The machine 
will read any six digit date ending 
in 00 to be in 1900, and not in 
2000. This problem was most high-
ly demonstrated in the personal 
banking sphere were computers 
were voiding transaction made on 
credit cards with expiry dates end-
ing in 00 because as far as the 
computer was concerned the card 
expired in 1900! 

This is just one example of why 
Year 2000 compliance is important 
in computer systems. In addition, 
there are a number of crucial tran-
sition dates after New Year's Day 
2000 which will cause date errors. 
These include 28th February to 
29th February and 29th February 
to 1st March, which are significant 
because the first year of the third 
millennium is also a leap year. 

Whilst it is almost certain that 
you will not be running irrigation 
on New Years Eve 1999 or indeed 
for several months before or after-
wards it doesn't mean that your 

equipment can avoid being Year 
2000 compliant. 

In irrigation, the programme 
scheduling including start times, 
active days etc uses date as one of 
the essential input factors. With a 
PC date running out of synchroni-
sation with real dates this can cause 
some obvious operational prob-
lems. 

Year 2000 compliance applies to 
both hardware and software. A PC 
may be compliant, but some of the 
software programmes it is using 
may not. The opposite is also true, 
and this hardware compatibility 
can extend beyond the PC. 

As has already been mentioned it 
is not just the PC itself, but any 
other peripherals or specialist hard-
ware components or the system 
which may be affected. Decoder 
interface units, field interface mod-
ules and radio communication 
elements could all encounter prob-
lems if the manufacturer has not 
had the foresight to build compli-
ance into them. 

In essence you need to have an 
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irrigation system that is fully com-
pliant. Most that have been 
installed in recent times will be, 
but it is worth confirming this with 
the supplier or installer. Any that 
are not will need to be upgraded to 
meet the compliance criteria and 
the sooner this is done the better, 
as the pressure on manufacturers 
and installers will increase as the 
end of 1999 gets nearer. 

The best action to take is to first 
establish exactly what equipment 
you have on the course. Get the 
details of the product type, model, 
serial numbers and installations 
dates and then contact the system 
installer or service company. Some 
companies such as Toro have 
worked to ensure that their prod-
ucts, such as Toro's SitePro, meet 
the demands of this once-in-a-
thousand-years scenario. With its 
NSN Service it has an extensive PC 
irrigation support service in place, 
which operates at national, region-
al and global levels using dedicated 
staff, who will provide all the 

answers you require. Other major 
manufacturers have also been 
aware of Year 2000 compliance 
requirements and all products 
recently and currently sold, should 
be fully compliant. 

Don't forget, however, that any 
software that has been installed on 
the PC such as word processing, 
spreadsheet or database packages 
need to be evaluated as they may 
require individual fixes, "patches" 
or upgrades to bring them up to 
specification. 

In summary if you have an elec-
tronic controller or a PC based 
system, gather the equipment 
information and contact the 
provider who will be able to con-
firm you particular status and 
provide any upgrade or replace-
ment service you need. If the 
original supplier cannot help, there 
are several companies who can pro-
vide alternative and compatible 
equipment. 

As with all irrigation purchasing 
decisions the reliability of the 

equipment, its suppliers, its 
installers and the long term sup-
port they provide are crucial if you 
are to get the best value for money. 
Their performance in dealing with 
Year 2000 compliance will be a 
measure of how good they really 
are. 

Act now and get the process 
under way so you can be sure your 
millennium transition will be a 
smooth and trouble free one. 
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BIGGA Golden Key Supporter Scotts has seen 
some remarkable changes over the last two 

^ * ^ years and what has emerged is an impressive 
new company ready to face the future 

BIGGA 
GOLDEN KEY 
CIRCLE 

Remarkably in the joining togeth-
er of Miracle and Levington it 
meant a marriage of two of the big 
chemical heavyweights and rivals 
from recent history. A series of Dr 
Who-style metamorphoses started 
off with Miracle Professional as ICI 
and Levington's as Fisons. 
Incidentally ICI and Fisons were 
both agrochemical/fertiliser compa-
nies while Scotts have always been a 
horticultural company. 

The professional amenity side of 
the business has its headquarters in 
what was the Levington base in 
Ipswich which is ideally placed for 
the research station in the nearby 
village of Levington itself. The home 
and garden business has its head-
quarters in Godalming. 

"When the three companies 
joined we discovered that we had 40 
different fertilisers across the range 
solely for the professional business," 
said Dave Steward, Product 
Manager for Turf and Amenity 

"When we analysised them we dis-
covered that Levington had 
products which were virtually identi-
cal to Miracles and that both had 
products designed to take on the 
Scotts fertiliser range." 

What has been happening since is 
that the best bits of each have been 
taken from each range to produce a 
better product. 

"One example was the Turf Tonic 
for which the Levington analysis 
was 7-0-0 and Miracle's was 8-0-0 
so we took the Miracle analysis and 
used the Levington granule which 
was superior," explained Dave. 

As a result the number of products 
in the fertiliser range is now in the 
20s. 

"At the end of the day you've got 
to give people the flexibility. Some 
people like to feed a little and often 
so you give them certain formula-
tions while others prefer to feed 

once a year with slow release formu-
lations," explained Dr Bob Daniels, 
Technical Services Director. 

Having mentioned the number of 
fertilisers Scotts acquired through 
the take-overs there was little prod-
uct duplication elsewhere in the 
portfolio. 

"Miracle's main strength was in 
the pesticide products and chemical 
range while Levington's were strong 
in the Greenmaster fertiliser range 
and liquid fertilisers with Scotts 
powerful in slow and controlled 
release fertilisers," said Dave. 

The melding together of different 
corporate cultures also had to be 
achieved for the company to move 
forward. 

"We had to re-invent ourselves as 
a company and are now all Scotts 
and while the important thing is 
always the brand we want Scotts to 
be seen as the company behind the 
brands," said Bob, who was previ-
ously a Levington man. 

The task then was to get the mes-
sage across to the greenkeepers. 

' I do believe we are succeeding but 
the process is far from complete," 
said Dave. 

"First we had to say This is your 
old Greenmaster packaging and this 
is what it is going to look like in the 
new Scotts packaging'. The new 
style incorporates a hand icon which 
displays whether it is fine, regular or 
course granules or slow or controlled 
release. 

"We have used display boards at 
shows like BTME to push the mes-
sage home while we also co-sponsor 
BIGGA's National Golf 
Championship with Charterhouse 
so that is another opportunity to 
meet with greenkeepers." 

With the complicated, but very 
necessary, restructuring work edging 
towards completion Scotts were able 
to give a taste of what the "new" 

There are very few companies in 
the fine turf industry whose name 
you would expect to be known by 
the public in general... but one of 
those is most certainly Scotts. 

Go into any garden centre or DIY 
store and you will see the name of 
the worla's largest horticultural 
company emblazoned on products 
designed to make your garden grow 
strong and healthy 

In our industry it is also a name 
which is becoming increasingly 
familiar thanks to a remarkable one-
two, one which would have Prince 
Naseem nodding in approval. 

Looking to strengthen 
their position in the indus-
try just over two years ago 
Scotts purchased Miracle 
Professional, the number 
two company in the 
British market. Then, less 
than a year later, not con-
tent with that piece of 
handiwork, they went out 
and bought Levington 
Horticulture, the number 
one company in the mar-
ket, thus creating a 
formidable new force in 
the industry. The deal was 
completed in December 
'97 and since then much 
work has been done to 
ensure best use is made of 
this giant major corporate 
entity 

And that was no easy 
task. Each of the three 
companies had a well 
defined and established 
brand image and great care 
and imagination had to be 
taken to fuse them all 
together, retaining the best 
elements of each company 
and ensuring that cus-
tomer loyalty was 
retained. 



Scotts 

approval for actives in turf. But the 
industry has to play its part too. 

"People can always go and get 
'black drum' pesticides from some-
one else but if everyone does that 
we won't do the research anymore. 
We are in a business and whatever 
we do must be profitable." 

Looking to the future the compa-
ny is well aware of the threat to 
many of its highly regarded products 
from the European bureaucrats who 
are currently reviewing all active 
ingredient. 

'They look at the purity of the 
actual chemical then at the toxicity 
of it and then ensure that it can be 
used with minimal risk to human 
beings and the environment. You've 
also got to prove that the active 
ingredient works," said Bob, who 
chairs the European Crop Protection 
Association's Amenity Expert team 
which lobbies the forum directly in 
Brussels. 

"There are over 700 active ingredi-
ent to go through the process and 
each on produces 55,000 pages of 
data. It is a huge process and it has 
to be repeated for each product 
which has the same active ingredient 
even if it only has 0.1% of it on a 
fertiliser granule. In the past you 
could do a lot of linking back to the 
active ingredient data but now all 
the studies on the actual formula-
tion have to be done individually," 
said Bob. 

"The process has to be finished by 
2003 so there is a lot to get on with 
If we don't get the products through 
they will just die. BIGGA has a role 
in lobbying the relevant people 
because a company like us can only 
go so far what really registers is 
when the end users themselves 
make a case," said Bob. 

Since rumours about the purge on 
the chemicals began circulating 
many companies have turned their 

attention to biological development 
but Scotts approach is to produce 
better chemistry which is acceptable 
to European standards while keep-
ing a watching brief on the 
biological side of things. 

"We've looked at the biological 
products but our feeling is that if it's 
got Scotts name on it it's got to 
work. With many biological prod-
ucts you can get good results in high 
summer conditions but that's not 
when the disease occurs," said Bob. 

That is a point which is reiterated 
by the methodology which goes into 
producing new product. 

"We don't play with the destiny of 
our customers. We can only succeed 
through the success of our cus-
tomers so that ensures that we only 
produce products which work," said 
Dave. 

"For any product to be truly viable 
for a business like Scotts it has to 
meet four criteria. 1. It's got to be 
effective. 2. It's got to be safe 3. It's 
got to be reliable and 4. It's got to 
offer value for money. If it doesn't 
meet all four of these criteria it is 
not a product that Scotts is prepared 
to launch," he explained. 

company would be delivering at 
Harrogate earlier this year when 
they unveiled Shortcut and wetting 
agent, Aquanova, two brand new 
products. 

"Shortcut is really rocket science 
in this industry," said Dave. 

It is a growth retardant which has 
shown itself able to reduce the speed 
of growth and the amount of clip-
pings produced by 50% while at the 
same time developing greater root 
strength and shoot density 

"Since BTME it has been so suc-
cessful we have sold out what we 
estimated would be our annual sales 
in six weeks and we had to go back 
to America where the product was 
developed and ask for more," said 
Dave. 

It is a sign of the international 
nature of the business that product 
can be developed anywhere in the 
world and not necessarily purely in 
or for the amenity sector. Scotts 
form relationships with the produc-
ers of active ingredient who operate 
in the much larger agrochemical 
industry and offer them a route into 
a niche market they wouldn't nor-
mally touch. 

"Snortcut was developed by inter-
national giant, Novartis, a company 
in a position to spend $86 million to 
produce an active ingredient for the 
agriculture industry and we can 
maximise the use or that ingredient 
by using it in a much smaller indus-
try but globally," said Bob. 

Bob is also in regular contact with 
colleagues in the parent company 
Head Office in the States and they 
regular hold research and develop-
ment conferences so information 
can be pooled from all over the 
world. 

It is vital for the industry that we 
can continue to do this work - to 
carry out the fundamental develop-
ment trials needed to secure MAFF 



Welcome to the inaugural BIGGA workwear and casual clothing range. Late last year, BIGGA 
and Stylo joined forces to bring you this exciting range of clothing and footwear for 1999. 

THE 

Included in the range is the first ever BIGGA approved golf shoe, the Duo - a technologically 
advanced shoe designed to provide the ultimate combination of on-course comfort and 
functionality. This shoe accomodates both softspikes or traditional spikes - both with the 
revolutionary quick-fit Q-Lok system. 

All the clothing featured here is manufactured to the highest specifications in durable materials -
offering working comfort as well as practibility. All items subtly feature the BIGGA logo. 

While all the garments and footwear featured represent exceptional 
value for money - they have also been designed to be practical and 
stylish for general leisure as well as for work use. 

BIGGA BIGGA 
COLLECTION 

Lister Knitshirt 
A classical cotton interlock short 
sleeved shirt with a jacquard 
design on collar and cuffs. 
BKSH961 NVY Navy £17.95 
BKSH961 WHT White £17.95 
Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL 

These offer a special covering that 
protects against thorns and brambles. 
BGT107GRN Green £2.25 
One size fits all 

Pimple Palm Gloves 
These gloves are pimpled 
on the palm to provide extra grip. 
BGP108GRN Green £2.25 
One size fits all 

Sweatshirt 
Plain, quality cotton sweatshirt with 
BIGGA logo. 
SWT 105 NVY Navy £13.49 
Sizes M, L, XL 

Basket Weave Slipover 
A practical cotton and acrylic basket 
weave slipover. 
BSWS 550 BLK Black £22.95 
BSWS 550 NVY Navy £22.95 
BSWS 550 BTL Bottle £22.92 
Sizes M, L. XL 

Owen Knitshirt 
This is a plain coloured polyester/cotton 
short sleeve shirt. It has a flat knit colour 
and features the BIGGA logo. 
BKSH 910 BTL Bottle £14.95 
BKSH 910 NAV Navy £14.95 
Sizes M, L, XL 

Trousers 
Poly/cotton trousers with 2 side slant 
pockets and 2 rear pockets. 
TRS 104 NVY Navy £17.95 (reg leg) 
TRS 105 NVY Navy £17.95 (long leg) 
Sizes 32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42 

Full Zip Fleece 
This fleece top is made from Teflon 
material, which ensures that rain will 
'run-off the garment, making it quick 
drying and very practical. It comes in navy 
with a contrasting collar. 
BFLC 500 NVY Navy £29.95 
Sizes M, L, XL 

GENERAL WORK & LEISURE WEAR 



Duo Golf Shoe 
incorporating a technically designed hard-wearing 
rubber outersole which is suitable for both 
conventional and alternative spikes. Each pair of 
Duo comes with conventional spikes fitted and a 
separate pack of alternative spikes. The shoe 
utilizes an Iso-Thermal weatherproof membrane 
system, developed especially for its waterproof 
and breathing qualities. 
MG 486 BBU Men's Black/Burgundy £41.95 
MG487 WNY Men's White/Navy £41.95 
LG833WBG Women's White/Beige £41.95 
LG 834 WBU Women's White Burgundy £41.95 
Men's sizes 6-11 including half sizes and 12 
Women's sizes 3-8 including half sizes 

Safemasta Steel 
Toe Capped 
Wellington Boot 
Durable all-purpose 
Wellington with thick 
moulded sole and heel 
grip for easy removal. 
SFT 01 BK Black 
£18.95 
Sizes 5-11 plus half 
sizes 6 1/2 and 9 V2 

Waterproof/Breathable Rainsuit 
Matching jacket and trousers with 
zip and popper fastening to ensure 
complete protection from the rain. 
BWS 01 NB Navy Blue £49.95 
Sizes M, L, XL, XXL (31" Leg) 

Stavanga Steel Toe 
Capped Ankle Boot 
Tough, comfortable workboot with 
padded ankle protection and extra 
grip. Contoured high-grip sole. 
STV 01 BK Black £49.95 
Sizes 5-12 plus half sizes 
6 72 and 9 7a 

Fairfield III 
Stylo has produced its own Iso-thermal system 
sweaters to protect you from the worst elements. 
The membrane system is ultra thin yet provides full 
waterproof protection and is completely breathable. 
The Fairfield III is a transfer cable and argyle patterned 
sweater which is made from a wool/acrylic twist yarn. 
BSWT 375 CRM Cream £49.95 
BSWT 375 NVY Navy £49.95 
Sizes X, M, L, XL, XXL 

Waterproof Trousers 
Practical, extra-strength, multi-use trousers. 
WPT102GRN Green £10.95 
Sizes M(34), L(36), XL(38) 

WORKING SHOES & BOOTS RAINWEAR 

THE 

BIGGA 
COLLECTION 

To purchase merchandise from 
the 1999 BIGGA collection, 
simply indicate which products 
you require in what quantities 
and sizes, using the order form 
printed here. 
(You may photocopy this form to avoid 
cutting your Greenkeeper International) 

All prices shown are inclusive of 
VAT. Orders under £200.00 will 
incur an additional £4.00 postage 
and packing supplement. 
After completing your order 
details, next complete your name 
and address details, and return 
this form with your VISA details 
or cheque (made payable to 
BIGGA) for the full amount 
(inc postage and packing) 

Product code Total price Your name, address and finance details 

m 102 GRN M 1 £10.95 

L E < > m L y 

Total goods value 

Plus P+P (£4.00) 
If order under £200 

Total amount 

Surname 

Address 

Postcode Tel: 

I | I enclose a cheque made payable p 
to BIGGA for the following amount: 

• Visa/Mastercard/Switch/Delta 
Please delete as applicable 

Card no. 

Expiry date Issue no. 

Signed Date 

While all orders are processed as quickly as possible, please allow 28 days for delivery 

The BIGGA Collection orderline: S T Y L O 

" t 0 1 3 4 7 8 3 3 8 0 0 E S Z Ü 

All competed merchandise forms must be returned complete with payment details to: The BIGGA Collection, BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York Y 0 6 1 1UF 
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Buyers 
Guide 
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The most cost effective way of reaching readers of 
Greenkeeper International. Simply ring Cheryl Broomhead, 
Diane Bray or James McEvoy on 01347 833800 and ask 
about an alphabetical category listing; the cost starts 
from as little as £29.50 per month. 

Here's your 
chance to 
win £50! 
Simply look through all the 
products and services in 
our guide and name the 
companies which the 
following telephone 
numbers refer to; 

a . 0 1 5 9 4 5 2 9 1 9 1 

b . 0 1 2 5 2 8 4 4 8 4 7 

C . 0 1 9 1 3 8 4 2 5 5 9 

Write down your three 
answers on a postcard and 
send your entries to:-

Know Your Numbers, 
Greenkeeper International, 
BIGGA HOUSE, 
Aldwark, Alne, 
York Y061 1UF 

Entries to reach us no later 
than Monday, June 14, 
1999. The first correct 
entry drawn will receive a 
cheque for £50! 

The judges decision is 
final. No correspondence 
will be entered into. 
This competition is not 
open to BIGGA staff or 
non-members. 

Last month, Ian Baudains 
of Hereford GC, certainly 
knew his numbers when he 
correctly identified all 
three telephone numbers. 

Our congratulations and a 
cheque for £50 are on 
their way to you! 

Ji.?/ ¡¿Mi i 

Advisory Services 

SHOULDN'T YOL BE TALKING TO THE STRI? 

Ameni ty Spraying 

Aerat ion 

'SOILC AR E 
Aerating or root feed 

required? 
Problem Solved! 

Terralift - aerates and root feeds 
turf & trees to 1 metre 

Deep Drill improves root growth 
down to 10" by drilling holes, 
leaving an unmarred surface. 

C & P SOILCARE LTD • Unit 3 Bush Farm • Nedging 
Ipswich • Suffolk • IP7 7BL • Tel/Fax: 01449 741012 

KEITH DRIVER 
(SPORTSTURF CONTRACTOR) 

HYDROJECT AERATION̂  
AND CHEMICAL 

INJECTION SERVICE IHMfffl! 
(WITH NO SURFACE DISTURBANCE) 
A full range of expertly operated turfcare services also available 

Tel: 01273 564015 Mobile: 0958 532008 
8 Morecambe Rd, Brighton, Sussex BN1 8TL 

How well do 
you 'Know Your 

Numbers'? 

Agronomy 

B Jamieson 
Golf Advisors Ltd 

Bruce Jamieson Golf Advisors Ltd, is an 
established company offering expert advice on; 

• Golf Course maintenance 
• Tournament preparation & presentation 
• Machinery selection 
• Budgeting 
• Staff recruitment 
• Soil & turf analysis 
• Establishment of new golf courses 

Contact: Bruce Jamieson 
Browntop, 17 Haywarden Place, Hartley Wintney, Hants, 
RG27 8UA Telephone: 01252 844847 

»Advice • 
Supply 

Application 
Training 

DRIFT FREE Contract Spraying 
utilising our purpose built machine 

The SPRAYING MANTIS 
Freephone: 0800 068 08 78 

Fax: 07000 481022 
Car: 0850 300104 

Roundshead Drive, Warfield, Berkshire RG42 3RZ |Unitl4, 
WEED FREE is a Registered "Rade Mark 

Talk to the professionals first 

Vertidraining • Aeriation • Seeding 
• Fertilising • Top dressing 

• Contact Spraying • All leading 
brands of seeds, fertilisers & chemicals 

Amenity Land Services Ltd 
Long Lane, Wellington 
Telford TF6 6HA 

Contact: Ivan Toon, Jonathon Carr, Duncan Burton 
Tel: (01952) 641949 Fax: (01952) 247369 

m 

Archi tects 

BRITISH INSTITUTE OF GOLF 
COURSE ARCHITECTS 

Representing the leading European 
Practices in golf course design, working 

worldwide and offering professional 
services from initial site appraisals and 

feasibilities, conceptual designs, to 
detailed architecture, specifications and 
project management and construction 

design. 
Merrist Wood House, Worplesdon, 

Guildford, Surrey GU3 3PE 
Tel: 01483 884036 Fax: 01483 884037 

Art i f ic ia l Grass 

q Gabbotts Farm Barn 
Bury Lane, Withnell, 
Chorley, Lancashire * 
PR6 8SW j 
Tel: 0I254 83I666 5 
Fax: 01254 831066 [ 

• VERDE TEE FRAME ! 
Steel platform, woven grass top. £ 

• VERDE WINTER TEE Ì 
Generous size, self-install kit. 1 

| «VERDE DRIVING MATS 
j Top quality - Long Life - Best Prices. 

j • ARTIFICIAL GRASSES 
I • DRIVING BAYS AND NETS 
| For club and home use. j 
4 Available through most reputable | 

course equipment suppliers 

^ Please call for samples & information | 

DRIVING FORCE LEISURE EUROPE LTD. 
TEL: 01795 427333 FAX: 01795 425222 

Bio-technology for Turf 

Thinking about a 
biological programme? 

First ask a biologist 
Contact Stella IngletWpe BSc. 

or Janet Graystone BSc 

Tel: 01372 456101 

Boreholes 

X DRILLING SERVICES / 
Craigie, Kilmarnock KA1 5NB 

WELL DRILLERS 
Specialist in water wells for irrigation. 

Divining service available. Installation and 
commissioning of submersible pumps. 
We supply the full package nationwide. 

Tel: 01563 860241 
Fax: 01563 860212 
A member of the British Drilling Association 

How well do 
you 'Know Your 

Numbers'? 

Buildings 

THE GREENKEEPER'S 
CHOICE 

Secure sectional steel buildings in various sizes. 
• Machinery & equipment storage 

• Fertilizer, weedkiller & seed storage 
• Workshops • Tool sheds 

• Trolley stores 
• Temporary fencing & secure 

enclosures 
For FREE design service, quotation, 

brochures and technical advice PHONE NOW 

0121 561 5656 (24hrs) 
Garratts Lane, Cradley Heath, West Midlands. B64 5SR 

Fax: 0121 559 0505 



B u i l d i n g s 

G r e e n k e e p e r s ' S t o r e s 
D r i v i n g R a n g e s 

C l u b H o u s e s 

• M a c h i n e r y S t o r a g e 
• M a i n t e n a n c e W o r k s h o p s 
• Fer t i l i ser a n d W e e d k i l l e r S t o r a g e 
• O f f i c e s a n d Sta f f M e s s R o o m s 

FREE initial designs and costings 

I v a n J C o o p e r L t d 
Steel Framed Buildings 

Moorside Works, Cauldon Lowe, 
Stoke-on-Trent ST10 3ET 

Tel: 01538 702282 Fax: 01538 702662 

B u n k e r R a k e s 

M E M B E R S B U N K E R R A K E S 
F R O M O N L Y £ 2 . 5 4 E A C H 

S t r o n g c o n s t r u c t i o n c o m p l e t e w i th 
r e p l a c e a b l e t h r e a d e d h a n d l e 

5 0 for £ 2 . 6 9 e a c h 

Pr ices a r e for c o m p l e t e rakes 
de l i ve red f ree. 

R a k e s u p p o r t p e g s 7 0 p each . 
M a d e in U K by M W D y a s o n Ltd, 

6 /10 H i t c h m e a d R o a d , 
B i g g l e s w a d e , S G 1 8 0 N H . 

Tel: 01767 317011 Fax: 01767 317186 

C o n s t r u c t i o n 

J & E ELY 
GOLF COURSE 

CONSTRUCTION 
R e a d i n g , B e r k s 

T e l / F a x : 0 1 1 8 9 7 2 2 2 5 7 

E-mail: ely@btinternet.com 

S r 

C O N T O U R 
GOLF - L I M I T E D 

Construction of new golf development 
and upgrading of existing courses 

T e l : 0 1 3 2 7 8 7 9 4 6 4 
M o b i l e : 0 3 8 5 2 7 2 9 3 5 

Head Office: 105 The Severn, Daventry, 
Northants NN11 4QS 

Irish Office: 026 471 83 

A r t í n e t o n 
I LT O 

28 PUMP LANE 
HORN DEAN 
WATERLOOVILLE 
HAMPSHIRE 
P 0 8 9TS ENGLAND 
TIF: (01705)592390 

or Contact Ted Awcock on 0410 450454 

Update Your Existing Course By: 

TEE EXTENSIONS 

GREEN RE-MODELL ING 

B U N K E R ALTERATIONS 

D R A I N A G E 

also NEW C O U R S E CONSTRUCTION 

G O L F C O U R S E 

C O N S T R U C T I O N 

W o o d l a n d s , Ellis Road , Boxted , 

Colchester , E s sex C 0 4 5 R N 

Tel: (01206) 272834 Fax: (01206) 272104 

S p e c i a l i s t s 

i n G o l f 

C o u r s e 

C o n s t r u c t i o n 

J O H N G R E A S L E Y L I M I T E D 
"Ashfield House" • 1154 Melton Road 

Syston -Leicester • LE7 2HB 

/ T \ Te l : 0 1 1 6 2 6 9 6 7 6 6 
BAGCC M o b i l e : 0 8 3 6 5 5 3 8 9 9 

F a x : 0 1 1 6 2 6 9 6 8 6 6 

How well do 
you 'Know Your 

Numbers'? 

LAND UNIT 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 

Hanslope, Milton Keynes MK19 7BX. 
Tel: 01908 510414 Fax: 01908 511056 

D r a i n a g e 

Turf dry! 
G o l f C o u r s e D r a i n a g e 

S p e c i a l i s t s 

F o r f a s t a n d f r i e n d l y U K 

s e r v i c e c a l l : 

M e l v y n T a y l o r 

o n 0 1 2 8 3 5 5 1 4 1 7 

o r 0 8 3 6 2 5 9 1 3 3 

LVJ,IKJ!MimffiH!HHB 

• C o n s t r u c t i o n 
• R e n o v a t i o n 

• D r a i n a g e 
• I r r iga t ion 

T e l : 0 1 8 6 5 7 3 6 2 7 2 
F a x : 0 1 8 6 5 3 2 6 1 7 6 

Lodge Hill, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2JD 

^ Drainage. 
Sand Slitting. 

I Vertidraining. 

Established 42 years 

O N G A R , E S S E X 

0 1 2 7 7 8 9 0 2 7 4 

M d 
S p e c i a l i s t s i n l a n d d r a i n a g e , 
g o l f c o u r s e c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d 

m a i n t e n a n c e 

M J ABBOTT LIMITED 
Bratch Lane, Dinton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP3 5EB 
Tel: 01722 716361 • Fax: 01722 716828 

G o l f S i g n s 

Duncan R o s s ^ 

SPORTSTURF DRAINAGE SPECIAL ISTS 
• Latest Sportsturf trenching machine 

• Verti Draining • Sand Slitting • Overseeding 
* Gravel Banding * Top dressing 

Design, installation and maintainence service 
Tel/Fax: 01257 255321 

Appley Bridge, Wigan, Lane* 

S L E A T H & S O N 
S P O R T S T U R F D R A I N A G E 

Full range of modern equipment providing 
UK and European service 

C o n t a c t Geoff S l e a t h 
Tel/Fax: 01709 862075 
Mobile: 0976 751742 

GLM Turf care 
For soi l a m e l i o r a t i o n a n d 

c o m p a c t i o n re l ie f t o 5 5 c m d e p t h 

C o n t a c t J a m e s G i b s o n 
Tel: 0 1 6 9 4 7 2 3 8 1 5 
Fax: 0 1 6 9 4 7 2 4 1 8 6 

J. PUGH-LEWIS LTD 
S P O R T S T U R F C O N T R A C T O R S 

We operate a full range of specialist 
drainage machinery and have over 

25 years experience. 

pipe drainage - gravel banding 
sand slitting - vertidraining 

overseeding 

CHESTERFIELD, DERBYSHIRE 
T e l : 0 1 7 7 3 8 7 2 3 6 2 
F a x : 0 1 7 7 3 8 7 4 7 8 3 

How well do 
you 'Know Your 

Numbers9? 

F e r t i l i s e r s 

Tailor made Tailor made 

L iqu ids , so lub les & granular. 

B a s e d on S o i l & T i s s u e ana lys i s 

Call for i quote on 

01372 456101 

G o l f C o u r s e S u p p l i e s 

M.C. & M.A. 
AV STEWART 

( H A U L A G E ) L T D 

A family business established 1969 
BS EN ISO 9002: 1992 Registered Company 

G R A V E L , SAND, S O I L , 
R O O T Z O N E , T O P D R E S S I N G , 

W O O D B A R K , T R A C K M A T E R I A L 

The independent supplier with the wide product range 

For professional service nationwide contact Rachael 

Tel: 01257 792536 /792692 Mobile: 0973 4 2 6 8 9 0 

Woodlands, 31 Preston Road, Coppull, 
Chor ley, Lancashire PR7 5HS 

GOLF SIGNS 
• Permanently installed o 

metal posts or free-
standing 

• Made from durable & 
weatherproof GRC 

• Available in standard or 
tailor-made designs 

• Can include hole 
information, club name & 

• Finished in a range of 
colours 

L I N K S L E I S U R E 

T H E O L D C O U R S E 

Hole Across 

8M T R S P A R „ 

221 « 3 
Links Leisure Limited 

Unit 22. Civic Industrial Park. 
Whitchurch Shropshire SV13 1TT 

Tel: 01948 663002 Fax: 01948 666381 

I r r i g a t i o n 

Cameron 
I R R I G A T I O N 

Suppliers ol Irrigation Equipment to Golf Courses, 
Bowling Greens, Landscapes, Horticulture. 

• Manulacturers ol Irrigation Equipment 
• Existing systems renovated and upgraded 

DESIGN - INSTALLATION - SERVICE 
Call now lor your irrigation needs 

C a m e r o n ( M o c p e n n y ) 

Una 17-18, Hightown Ind Est, Ringwood, Hants BH24 1ND 

Tel: 01425 474614 Rue 01425 471296 [ m s c Ì 

A n i n d é p e n d a n t C o m p a n y 

T O R O 

Des ign , Supply, 
Insta l lat ion, 

S e r v i c e & S a l e s 

NE England, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Derbyshire, 
Nottinghamshire, and Leicestershire 

EB & L Simms 
Unit 18, Camp Hill CLose, Dallamire Lane, 

Ripon, North Yorkshire HG4 1TT 
Tel: 01765 602175/690598 Fax: 01765 603488 

Golf Course and Sports Turf Irrigation: 
Design - Installation - Maintenance • Annual 

Service Contracts • New Installations - System 
Upgrades - Fully automated PC systems 

Independent Installers of Hunter - Logic -
Toro Irrigation Equipment 

Tel: 01427 874200 Mobile: 0860 542616 
Fax: 01427 875333 

H i r e S e r v i c e s 

F PARKER 
T R E N C H I N G H I R E 

T R E N C H E R S • P L O U G H S 
R O C K W H E E L S 

N A T I O N A L H I R E 

T E L : ( 0 1 5 5 4 ) 7 7 8 6 6 6 

mailto:ely@btinternet.com


I r r i g a t i o n 

B R I T I S H O V E R H E A D 
I R R I G A T I O N L I M I T E D 

Tel: ( 0 1 9 3 2 ) 7 8 8 3 0 1 
Fax: ( 0 1 9 3 2 ) 7 8 0 4 3 7 

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS 
FOR GOLF COURSE IRRIGATION 

S Y S T E M S , UPDATES AND 
C O M P L E T E PROJECTS 

B E S T B U Y B . O . I . L . 

E X P E R I E N C E - E X P E R T I S E 
C A R E - S E R V I C E 

s i n c e 1 9 2 3 
Founder Member BTLIA 

GOLF IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS 
Speak to Europe's most experienced, 

independent consultants for objective, 
unbiased advice, before deciding 

- Y O R K & M A R T I N 
P O B O X 1192 F O R D I N G B R I D G E 

H A N T S , S P 6 1VD, U . K . 

Tel. 01425 652087 Fax. 01425 652476 

The most professional Design, Supply and 
installation sen/ice in the North. 

Trained in Golf Course management, with real 
knowledge of irrigation and Golf Course needs. 

Effortless irrigation with minimum inconvenience. 

C a l l n o w o n : 0 1 4 0 5 8 1 4 8 8 9 
M o b i l e : 0 4 2 1 5 7 8 8 2 8 

tyou U U anazá wh&rc wi fJ^P up! 

DECODERS AND 
CONTROLLERS 

Work with Watermatlon, CIC, Wright Rain, 
PrimeTime, Robydome, TORO and ISS 

• 5 year warranty on decoders 
• Multi outputs available 
• Free address programmer/tester 
• Controller works with existing decoders 
• Competitively priced 

TONICK WATERING 
TIL : 01903 262393 FAX: 01903 694500 

Full member of BTLIA 

• D E S I G N ¿ I N S T A L L A T I O N * 
• M A I N T E N A N C E * 

T E L : 0 1 7 8 5 8 1 2 7 0 6 

m 
A u t o m a t i c W a t e r i n g 
S y s t e m s f o r S p o r t s 

a n d L e i s u r e G r o u n d s 
Designed • Supplied • Instal led 

Glen^Farr^w 
IRRIGATION 

Pinchbeck, Spalding, L ines . 
Tel: ( 0 1 7 7 5 J 7 2 2 3 2 7 
Fax: ( 0 1 7 7 5 ) 7 2 5 4 4 4 

fluloPlouj Sy/tcm/ 
C A L L N O W F O R A L L Y O U R 

W A T E R R E Q U I R E M E N T S O N 

SPORTS GROUNDS, GOLF COURSES, 
BOWLING GREENS, COMMERCIAL 

LANDSCAPING, PRIVATE GARDENS 

TEL: 01603 759701 FAX: 01603 758200 

AUTO HOUSE, ASHTREE WORKS, MILL ROAD, 
BARNHAM BROOM, NORFOLK NR9 4DE 

YOUR COMPLETE INDEPENDANT IRRIGATION SPECIALIST 

WARDLE 

C o n s u l t i n g E n g i n e e r s L t d 

INDEPENDENT IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS 
& PROJECT MANAGERS 

Head Office: Tel/Fax: 01283 711864 
Southern Office: 01483 278416 
Scottish Office: 01259 742447 
E-mail: wardle@avnet.co.uk 

Installation. 
Service. 
Established 42 years 
O N G A R , E S S E X 

0 1 2 7 7 8 9 0 2 7 4 

\tJ*9:f4l 

^ O C M I S 
M 1 IRRIGATION 

D e s i g n , M a n u f a c t u r e , 

S u p p l y , I n s t a l l a t i o n 

& S e r v i c e . 

O c m i s s p e c i a l i s e in I r r i g a t i o n 
S y s t e m s f o r G o l f C o u r s e s , 

S p o r t s g r o u n d s , R e c r e a t i o n a l , 
A m e n i t y & L a n d s c a p e A r e a s . 

F o r f u r t h e r in format ion contact : 

H E A D O F F I C E SCOTTISH OFFICE 

0 1 4 6 0 0 1 3 1 
2 4 1 9 3 9 2 2 0 2 1 0 2 

M J A B B O T T L I M I T E D 
D e s i g n , s u p p l y a n d i n s t a l l a t i o n of 

R A / N ^ B / r d 
I r r i g a t i o n S y s t e m s 

T e l : 0 1 7 2 2 7 1 6 3 6 1 

atermation 
Ltd 

• I R R I G A T I O N S Y S T E M S • 
Design Installation Supply Maintenance 

D e s i g n S u p p l y 
Ins ta l l a t ion 

S u p p o r t 

01788 510529 

I . L . S . I R R I G A T I O N S Y S T E M S 
& E Q U I P M E N T 

• C o n t a c t u s f o r i r r i g a t i o n 

i n s t a l l a t i o n s e r v i c e • 

• U p - d a t e s • E q u i p m e n t s a l e s 

I.L.S. Irrigation, Oundle Road, Lutton, 
Peterborough PE8 5ND. 

Tel: 01832 272450 
Fax: 01832 272191 

p h C o n t r o l 

B r i t i s h T u r f & L a n d s c a p e 

I r r i g a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n 

"Quality by Association" 
Our aim is to ensure you 
have the best possible 
irrigation system so we 
constantly monitor, maintain 
and raise the standards of 
BTLIA members. 

For a full list of members 
c o n t a c t D a v i d H a l f o r d 

Tel: 01995 640611 or 
Fax: 01995 640842 

mJm 
MJM Services 

Groundwork & Irrigation C o n t r a c t o r 

Suppliers and installers of irrigation systems 
Moleplough, trencher and digger hire 

Drainage and ditch cleaning 
7 day call out service for repairs 

T e l : 0 1 8 1 8 9 0 9 1 7 2 

L a k e C o n s t r u c t i o n / L i n e r s 

CF0*>"WFN< TICHHOK*1 ̂  

Liners for lakes, ponds and 
storage lagoons from the 
UK's leading contractor 

Comprehensive advice 
regarding design and 
construction of water areas 

Detailed brochure available on request 

GT Ltd, Wiston Road, Nayland, 
Colchester, Essex C06 4TL 

Tel: 01206 262676 Fax: 01206 262998 

m 

M E R i T R a n n i n 9 
S u p p l y 
Ins ta l la t ion 

Lining membranes and associated products for 
ponds, lakes, water features and reservoirs. 

Tel: 01594 529191 Fax: 01594 529413 

P a t h w a y M a t e r i a l s 

T R A C E Y T I M B E R 
R E C Y C L I N G L T D 

PATHWAY/SPECTATOR GALLERY WALKCHIP 

CONSTRUCTION SLEEPERS AVAILABLE 

CALL FOR FREE SAMPLES OF CHIP 

T E L : O l 5 0 5 3 3 3 5 1 5 
F A X : O l 5 0 5 3 3 3 5 1 6 

4 9 B U R N B R A E ROAD, 
L INWOOD, S C O T L A N D PA3 3 B D 

USF 
STRANCO 

pH control and dosing systems for your 
irrigation water, for improved turf quality. 

Nationwide installation and commissioning 
service and advice. Contact Brian Sykes 

USF S T R A N C O 
Priory Works, Tonbndge, Kent TNI I OQL 

Telephone: 01732 354888 Fax: 01732 354222 

R a i l w a y S l e e p e r s 

K d f B O W N E S t S S O N S 

Railway Sleepers 

Delivery Nationwide 

All genuine quotes beaten 

T e l : 0 1 9 0 9 7 3 1 6 4 7 

F a x : 0 1 9 0 9 7 3 3 0 0 5 

LANDSCAPING 
GRADE SLEEPERS 
S E L E C T E D H A R D W O O D 

Q U A L I T Y 
P R I C E S 

A L S O M M M M 

C O C K L E S H E L L P A T H M E D I A 
BULK LOADS - DISCOUNTED PRICES 

F I N E T U R F P R O D U C T S 
Tel: 0 1 3 7 5 3 6 ' 5 0 6 

RAILWAY 
^ • d = i - j d - i ^ 

GRADE ONE S E C O N D H A N D 
• We will beat any genuine quote 

• No minimum order 
• Delivery any area 

I Also available 
N E W U N T R E A T E D OAK S L E E P E R S 

S L E E P E R S U P P L I E S 
TEL: 01302 888676 
FAX: 01302 880547 

EMAIL: sales@sleepersupplies.force9.co.uk 

R A I L W A Y 

C o n t a c t 

T e l : 0 1 3 0 2 3 6 5 2 2 2 

F a x : 0 1 3 0 2 3 4 1 6 9 1 

R o o t Z o n e 

G r e a t s p o r t i s b u i l t o n 

TopsporT) 
N a t i o n a l s u p p l i e r s o f 

s p o r t s s u r f a c e m a t e r i a l s : 

• Sand * Rootzor.es • P a t h w a y Mater ia ls 
• Loksand • Dra inage Aggregates 

For f u r t h e r d e t a i l s t e l e p h o n e 

0 1 2 9 8 2 1 3 7 4 0 

Tarmac 
B A N K S A M E N I T Y P R O D U C T S L T D 

Specialist Manufacturer and Supplier 
(for over 20 years) of Rootzones and Top 

Dressings - to all specifications including 
USGA. Supplied nationwide. 
Please phone for quotation. 
Tel: (01858) 464346/433003 

Fax: (01858) 434734 

mailto:wardle@avnet.co.uk
mailto:sales@sleepersupplies.force9.co.uk


R o o t Z o n e 

T O P D R E S S I N G S A N D S 
G R A D E D S O I L S • R O O T Z O N E S 
DRAINAGE & SUB-BASE MATERIALS 

Freephone Sam on 

0 8 0 0 731 7 4 5 0 
Alan Hadley Limited 

Fenton House, 102 Grazeley Road, Three Mile Cross, Berks RG7 1BJ 

T r e e s 

T e e M a t s 

TUPTU, 
A R T I F I C I A L G R A S S 

T E E M A T S , C A R R Y M A T S 

A N D P U T T I N G 

S U R F A C E S F R O M 

CARPETITION LTD 
14 Ka f f i r R o a d , Edge r t on , 

Hudders f i e ld H D 2 2 A N 

Tel: (01484)428777 Fax: (01484) 423251 

• Suppliers of The Dunlop Winter Tee 
& Practice Mat 

• Golf Course Furniture 
• Driving Range & Practice Ground 

Equipment 
• Flooring & Pathways 

T e l : 0 1 7 0 4 5 7 1 2 7 1 
Fax: 01704 571272 

T o p D r e s s i n g s 

B O U G H T O N 

L O A M L T D 

Telford Way, Kettering, 
Northants 

Tel: 01536 510515 
for 

Turf Dressing 
Root Zone Mixes 

Screened Top Soils 
Bunker Sands 

Horticultural Composts 

"Pre-germinated grass seed" 
"Liquid Sod" Spray-on grass 

Herbicides 
Grass Seed 
Fertilisers 

Turf 
M a n a g e m e n t 

S y s t e m s 

Dromangh Farm, Sevenhills Road, 
Iverheath, Bucks, SLO OPA 
Tel: 01895 834411 

T R E E S T R E E S T R E E S 
For everything to do with trees in the 
golfing landscape, planning to planting, 
felling and grant applications. Long 
term maintenance programmes and 
management plans for the Millennium. 

Nationwide. 

DOLLAR - DURHAM • RETFORD • CHESTER 

EAMONN WALL & CO 
WOODLAND DESIGN AND MANAGEMENT 
TEL: 0191 384 2559 FAX: 01259 743073 

Turf Growers 
and Innovators of 
Turfgrass Systems 

T h e C h e s t n u t s , W i l b e r f o s s , 

Y o r k , Y 0 4 1 5 N T 

T e l : 0 1 7 5 9 3 2 1 0 0 0 

F a x : 0 1 7 5 9 3 8 0 1 3 0 

e - m a i l : i n f o @ i n t u r f . c o . u k 

Q Lawns © 
Growers of Quality Turf 

* U n i q u e l y c u l t i v a t e d o n f i n e 
d a r k s o i l s 

* N e x t d a y d e l i v e r i e s 
* Q u a l i t y a s s u r e d c o m p a n y 

I S O 9 0 0 2 

Brit ish Field Products Limited r j | r ^ i 
Corkway Drove, Hockwold, I , ' 
Thetford, Norfolk IP26 4 J R ^ 
Office: 01842 828266 F a x : 01842 827911 

TT ProTurf 
GROWERS 
AND SUPPLIERS 
OF QUALITY CULTIVATED 
TEES, GREENS AND AMENITY 
TURF COUNTRYWIDE 

T E L : 0 1 4 2 7 8 9 0 7 9 7 

F A X : 0 1 4 2 7 8 9 1 7 8 5 

T y r e s 

TT ProTurf Ltd 

SALES HOTLINES 
Tel: 0 1 6 0 3 7 4 6 2 2 9 
Fax: 0 1 6 0 3 7 4 6 2 4 3 
Mob: 0 8 5 0 7 5 2 7 4 4 

" A l l y e a r 
r o u n d 

q u a l i t y t u r f " 

FIR TREE FARM • BUOCHALL • WOODBRIDGE IP12 2DX 

T u r f D r e s s i n g s 

B O U R N E 

Manufacturers of quality dressings, including 
green organic, fensoil & loams, for fairways, 

greens & tees, in loads of all sizes 

Serving the South of England. 

Tel: (01797) 252298 Fax: (01797) 253115 

B A N K S A M E N I T Y P R O D U C T S L T D 

Manufacturer and distributor of FEN DRESS Regular 
and FENDRESS Greentop (Soil-Less) Top Dressings. 
Fairway Dressing and Economy Mixes also available. 

NATIONWIDE DELIVERIES • PLEASE PHONE FOR A QUOTATION 

Tel: 0 1 8 5 8 4 6 4 3 4 6 / 4 3 3 0 0 3 
Fax: 0 1 8 5 8 4 3 4 7 3 4 

B A I L E Y ' S O F N O R F O L K 

* GOLF TURF DRESSINGS * SAND £ 
ti SCREENED TOP SOIL * FEN SOIL 

Deliveries Nationwide 
B A I L E Y ' S O F N O R F O L K 

T e l : 0 1 6 0 3 7 5 4 6 0 7 

F L O T A T I O N 
T U R F T Y R E S 

* Wide Flat Treads • 
* Custom Made Wheels • 

* New and Used available • 
ROSCO TYRE AND WHEEL LTD 

Graveyard Lane, Ormskirk, Lanes 
Tel: 01695 4 2 1 1 0 0 Fax: 01695 424265 

V e r t i d r a i n i n g H i r e 

V E R T I D R A I N I N G a n d 

H O L L O W C O R I N G H I R E 
w i t h t h e R Y A N G . A . 3 0 

Contac t Peter B loodwor th 

W O R T H D R A I N I N G 
C o r n b e c k s Farm, I rnham, Gran tham, 
L incolnshi re. Tel /Fax: 0 1 4 7 6 5 5 0 2 6 6 

P E T E R M A N N I N G T O N 

Specialist Verti-Drain Contractor for the South 
For greens, tees, fairways and sportsgrounds 
Experienced operator, competitive prices and reliable service 

Tel/Fax Peter on 01580 861211 
or Mobi le 0850 612061 

1 White Horse Cottages, Silverhill, Hurst Green, 
Etchingham, East Sussex TN19 7QA 

S E W A R D 

T U R F M A I N T E N A N C E 

V e r t i d r a i n i n g 2 . 5 a n d 1 . 5 m e t r e 
G r a v e l B a n d i n g o v e r s e e d i n g 

H o l l o w T i n i n g F a i r w a y G r o o m i n g 
a n d T o p D r e s s i n g 

P h o n e Y o r k : 0 1 9 0 4 7 6 5 9 4 9 
F r e e p h o n e : 0 5 0 0 4 3 2 1 2 0 

Do you 'Know 
Your Numbers* 
wel l enough to 

win £ 5 0 ? 

Last call for entries 

T i m e i s r u n n i n g o u t f o r y o u r c o m p a n y t o b e i n c l u d e d i n o n e o f t h e m o s t 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e G o l f D i r e c t o r i e s a v a i l a b l e t o t h e F i n e T u r f I n d u s t r y . 

S i m p l y c o m p l e t e a n d r e t u r n t h e p r e - p a i d r e p l y c a r d a t t h e b a c k o f 

t h i s m a g a z i n e , a n d w e w i l l c o n t a c t y o u d i r e c t l y t o d i s c u s s y o u r e n t r y 

r e q u i r e m e n t s i n t h e 1 9 9 9 / 2 0 0 0 B I G G A G o l f D i r e c t o r y ! 

F o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n o n d i s p l a y a d v e r t i s i n g c o n t a c t C h e r y l B r o o m h e a d o n 0 1 3 4 7 8 3 3 8 0 0 

B r i t a i n ' s N o 1 f o r 

Q U A L I T Y • S E R V I C E • 
S H E E R V A L U E F O R M O N E Y 

Eaton Hall Quarry, Manchester Rd, 
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 2LU 

Tel: 01260 281801 Fax: 01260 278884 

mailto:info@inturf.co.uk


Just 
the 
job. 

To place an advertisement 
in the Recruitment Section, 

call Cheryl or Diane now 
on 01347 833800 

Classified 

SISIS 
Various SISIS S/H aerators,scarifiers, top-dressers, 

sweepers, seeders, etc. refurbished by the manufacturer. 
Stock constantly changing - phone for details and prices. 

Also extensive range of hire equipment including stone 
removers, trenchers, aerators, seeders, top dressers, etc. 

Phone 01625 503030 

Machinery For Sale • Job Shop 

\ GRASS 
MACHINERY 

Large selection of new and second hand 
Turf Maintenance Machinery in stock. 
Free delivery in UK. Warranty given. Also 

interested in purchasing surplus machines. 
Tel/Fax: 01829 720280 

Mobile: 0378 063418 

29 year old Greenkeeper with 
over 3 years experience, with a 
good working knowledge of 
modern machinery and irrigation 
systems. Qualifications include 
City of Guild N.V.Q. Level 2 in 
Amenity Horticulture and PA1 & 
2a in Pesticides. Looking for a 
position abroad to further my 
knowledge in different aspects 
of turf management, course con-
struction and managerial skills. 

JS/94/99 

Machinery For Sale 

John Wright & Sons 
• AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS • QUALITY MACHINERY • 

• DEUTZ TRACTOR MAIN DEALER • 

Telephones: 01565 830314 
After 6.00pm 01565 733466 

Fax: Ol565 830605 

76 Ford 20000 2WD Tractor 
c/w Safety Cab 38 HP 
only 705 Gen Hrs £2,500 

Coremaster "6" Walk Behind 
Turf Aerator c/w Tines - As new £3,850 

Ransome 5ft Flail Mower 
c/w Hi Tip Box and PTO Tractor 
Mounted (Little Use) £1,200 

Hardi KS/I00 Litre Wheel Barrow 
Sprayer c/w 4 m Boom 

3 HP Engine (shop soiled) £1,000 

Coremaster "ECO" Walk behind 
c/w Tines Demo only £3,500 

Kuhn Bav 1550 5ft Tractor 
Mounted Grass Topper - New £890 

Atco 24" H/Duty Lawn Mower 
Std Cylinder £500 

Indespension 8ft x 5ft Plant Trailer. 
Tandem Axel c/w Ramps. All Galv. 
As New £1,250 

All items plus VAT. Immediate delivery/carriage extra. 

Call n o w and ask fo r Tony W r i g h t 

r i 
How well do 

you 'Know Your 
Numbers'? 

Classified Information 
Do you have a machine that is surplus to your 
requi rements? Or are you wan t ing to buy that 
specif ic piece of equipment , but don ' t qu i te know 
where to f ind it? Then w h y not adver t ise your 
Sales a n d / o r Wants in Greenkeeper 
Internat ional 's Classi f ied sect ion? 

For as l i t t le as £57, your boxed adver t wi l l be seen 
by over 10,000 readers of this award winning 
publ icat ion. S imply comple te the order f o rm on 
the r ight (in block capi ta ls please), not fo rge t t ing 
to include your name, address and te lephone or 
fax number. 

Upon receipt, your order wi l l be acknowledged by 
te lephone or fax, along w i th detai ls of the cost 
and publ icat ion da te of the next edi t ion. 
Remember, send no money now, an invoice wi l l be 
raised af ter publ icat ion. 

Name 

C l u b / C o m p a n y 

Address 

Tel: ... 

Fax:... 

Email: 

T h e d e a d l i n e f o r i n c l u s i o n in 
t h e J u l y C l a s s i f i e d s e c t i o n , 
is M o n d a y , J u n e 1 4 , 1 9 9 9 

Send your completed order form to: Cheryl Broomhead, Greenkeeper International, BIGGA HOUSE, Aldwark, Alne, York Y061 1UF, or alternatively fax the form to us on 01347 833802 



Recruitment 

AVONCROP AMENITY PRODUCTS 

wish to appoint a 

Regional Technical 
Sales Manager/ 

Sales Representative 
in the Wiltshire, Oxfordshire, East Glos and Warwickshire 

area, to advise, promote and sell a wide range of 
Turf Management products to Golf Clubs, Sports clubs 

and Local Authorities etc. 

Technical backup is important and therefore it is 
beneficial for applicants to have a background in the skills 
of Turf Management, although due consideration will be 

given to those applicants with a proven sales record in other 
areas of horticulture/agriculture. 

Salary commensurate to experience. 
Company car, pension scheme etc. 

Please apply in writing enclosing your full C.V. to: 

Mr C J Briggs, Business Development and Marketing 
Manager, AVONCROP AMENITY PRODUCTS, 

Northfield, Station Road, Sandford, Winscombe, 
N Somerset BS25 5NX 

Cannington College 
S O M E R S E T 

We are looking for the BEST! 

Section Manager/ 
Lecturer in Greenkeeping/ 
Golf Course Management 

circa £ 2 1 , 0 0 0 - £ 2 5 , 0 0 0 
Y o u w i l l m a n a g e the team and teach on a r a n g e o f 
courses, from NVQ to HND level, covering greenkeeping 
and golf course management. 
Y o u m u s t h a v e s u b s t a n t i a l r e l e v a n t e x p e r i e n c e 
o f the i n d u s t r y and an a p p r o p r i a t e q u a l i f i c a t i o n . 
Teaching experience, together with D32 and D33 would 
be desirable. 
T h e r e m a y a l s o be the o p p o r t u n i t y to m a n a g e the 
Colleges commercial golf enterprises. 
Contact the Personnel Department on 01278 655060 
(20 hour answerphone) at Cannington College, 
Cannington, Bridgwater, Somerset TA5 2LS. ^ KBo 

Fax: 01278 655055. 
Closing date: 14th June 1999. 

D \ 

-THE-

M U R R A Y S H A L L 
COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL, RESTAURANT 

AND GOLF COURSE 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

An outstanding candidate is required to manage an 
existing team of seven. Controlling the maintenance 
and development of an 18 hole championship course 

and a new 18 hole development to be opened in 
May 2000. A hands on approach is required, 
working within a commercial environment. 

Applicants should submit their full CV to: 

Mr A Bryan, General Manager, 
The Murrayshall Hotel, Scone, Perth PH2 7PH 

LEADING 

OWNER AND 

GOLF 

OPERATOR OF 

GOLF AND 

COUNTRY 

CLUBS. 

IT BOASTS 

18 CLUBS 

THROUGHOUT 

EUROPE WITH 

I 2 SITES IN 

THE UK. 

G O L F C L U B H O F T R A G E S , 
FRANKFURT requires 

HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

Golfclub HofTrages is an 18 hole, Par 71 
Championship Golf Course of 6560 yards set 

in200 acres of historic parkland. 
The successful candidate will be suitably qualified 
to NVQ Level 3 or equivalent, PA I, PA2 and PA6 

preferred and have a minimum of 5 years experience 
on a cburse with high standards. 

The position requires a hands on working Head 
Greenkeeper and the successful candidate will lead 

by example, be hardworking and self motivated with a 
keen and positive attitude towards their work, show 
good staff management and supervisory skills leading 
a team of six whilst working within agreed budgets. 
Excellent German language skills are essential as is 
management and practical knowledge of modern 

machinery and irrigation systems, and a sound 
knowledge of Health & Safety. 

An attractive salary package for the right person. 

Please apply in writing to 
Jane Barton,The Tytherington Club, 

Dorchester Way,Tytherington, 
Macclesfield, England SK I0 2JP. 

CLUBHAUS P L C ARE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER. 

C L U B H A U S 
www.clubhaus.com 

http://www.clubhaus.com


Recruitment 

. G * 

IPSWICH GOLF CLUB 
Invite applications for the post of 

COURSE 
MANAGER 

Ipswich Golf Club, established 1895, consists of 27 
holes and practice areas set in 230 acres. The successful 

candidate will have had experience to Deputy Head 
Greenkeeper, preferably a Master Greenkeeper. 
Salary and Pension commensurate with position. 

Accommodation available. 
Please apply in writing with a full CV to:-

The Secretary Manager, Ipswich Golf Club, Bucklesham 
Road, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP3 8UQ. 

Closing Date: Friday 25 June 1999 

HAMPSTEAD GOLF CLUB 
Invite applications for the post of 

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 
To join the staff maintaining their pleasant 9-hole private golf course. 
Experience and qualification to NVQ level 2 would be an advantage 

but training to this level or further training may be provided. 

Salary negotiable, depending on experience. 

Please apply in writing, including full CV to: 

The Course Manager, 
Hampstead Golf Club, Winnington Road, London N2 OTU 

WINDEMERE GOLF CLUB 
Applications are invited for the position of 

F ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 
Applicants with appropriate qualifications and experience for the 

above position should forward a written application together with a 
curriculum vitae including references to: 

The Secretary, Windermere Golf Club, 
Cleabarrow, Windermere, Cumbria LA23 3NB 

Closing date for applications: June 21,1999 

ASHFORD MANOR GOLF CLUB 
requires a 

DEPUTY HEAD 
GREENKEEPER 

Well experienced and qualified to NVQ/City & Guilds Level 3 including spraying. 
A practical knowledge of the maintenance of machinery and irrigation systems will 

be an advantage together with the ability to manage and motivate staff in the 
absence of the Head Greenkeeper. No accommodation available. 

Please apply in writing with C.V. to: 

The Secretary/Manager, Ashford Manor Golf Club, 
Fordbridge Road, Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 3RT 

Closing date for applications: 18 June 1999 

BISHOPSWOOD GOLF CLUB 
EST 1976, 9 HOLE, PAR 72 

QUALIFIED GREENKEEPER 
Enthusiastic and self motivated greenkeeper required for quality 

parkland course. The applicant must have a sound practical 
approach to all aspects of modern greenkeeping and machinery. 

Salary negotiable depending on experience. 
No accommodation. 

APPLICATIONS IN WRITING WITH A FULL C.V. TO: 
The Manager, Bishopswood Golf Course 

Bishopswood Lane, Tadley, Hants RG26 4AT 

DULWICH & SYDENHAM HILL GOLF CLUB LTD 
An 18 hole private course founded in 1894, in the pleasant 

surroundings of Dulwich, in South London. Have a vacancy for an... 

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPER 
Qualifications required are Greenkeeping Phase I and II. Experience in the 

use of modern machinery and a full driving licence are also required and some 
knowledge of maintenance of automatic irrigation systems would be useful. 

No accommodation is available. 

Applications in writing with a CV to: 

The Secretary, Dulwich & Sydenham Golf Club Ltd, 
Grange Lane, College Road, Dulwich SE21 7LH 

KINGS HILL GOLF CLUB 
Has vacancies for 

ASSISTANT GREENKEEPERS 
To join our expanding team at this unique development. 

A keen interest in golf and a desire to develop a 
greenkeeping career are essential attributes. 

Please apply in writing enclosing a full CV to: 

Duncan Kelso, Course Manager, Kings Hill Golf Club, 
Discovery Drive, Kings Hill, West Mailing, Kent ME19 9AF 



When turf disease strikes you have to 
get your foot down. And there's no 
faster way to react than with double 
action Vitesse. 

fungicide which gets to work from the 
moment you spray,and carbendazim, a 
proven and effective systemic fungicide 
that carries on working for weeks. 

A powerful concept in the fight 
against turf disease, Vitesse has a 
unique combination of two active 
ingredients - iprodione, a contact 

RHONE-POULENC 

Instantly effective against Fusarium 
patch, Red thread, Anthracnose, Pink 
patch and Timothy leaf spot, Vitesse is 
the faster way to fight turf disease in the 
growing season. 

AMENITY 
\ 

Rhône-Poulenc Amenity, Fyfield Road, Ongar, Essex CM5 OHW. Tel: 01277 301115 Fax: 01277 301119. 
VITESSE CONTAINS CARBENDAZIM AND IPRODIONE. ALWAYS READ THE LABEL : USE PESTICIDES SAFELY. (MAFF 06537) 
VITESSE IS A REGISTERED TRADE MARK OF RHÔNE-POULENC AGROCHIMIE. © RHÔNE-POULENC AGRICULTURE 1998. 

E P O W E R S Y S T E M I C T H A T W O R K S O N C O N T A C T 

E v e r f e e l 

t h e n e e d f o r s p e e d ? 



Sandy McDivot sees some interesting sights, as he 
takes up a spot of people watching whi le tending to 
his course at Sludgecombe Pay and Play 

Senior . service 
One of the joys of working as a 

greenkeeper is the fascination one 
gets from observing people. Golf clubs 
in particular seem to attract a strange 
group of individuals that are not to be 
found in other walks of life. 

Take their clothes for instance. If 
you saw someone dressed in luminous 
green, tightly fitting trousers with a 
lurid yellow jumper and perhaps a 
totally unco-ordinated bright red shirt 
going to the local shops, you would 
find it difficult not to conclude that 
they were a sad example of care in the 
community Yet at a golf club this sort 
of behaviour is considered completely 
normal. 

Look at the seniors at a golf club. 
Within this seemingly small and 
innocuous little section of the golfing 
species lies a wealth of character and 
eccentricities not to be found in any 
other walk of life. 

For starters, they change their 
shoes in the car park and shuffle 

off to the 1 st tee without ever 
entering the pro shop. 

There is no need to purchase a 
new glove as the emaciated relic 
that they wear has got years left 
in it, and besides, Henry Cotton 

endorsed it. 

You may have concluded that all 
senior golfers are essentially the same 
but let me assure you, within this 
group there are many sub species all 
with differing habitats, markings and 
behaviour. 

For example, many years ago I had 
the pleasure of working at one of 

those ancient and exclusive clubs to 
be found not far from the metropolis. 
Being a keen golfer, the club let me 
join the artisan section. This intro-
duced me to a very rare but not quite 
extinct species of senior that still man-
age to survive to this day in the few 
remaining artisan outposts and occa-
sionally the odd isolated municipal 
operation. These people were, to say 
the least, rough around the edges. 
Their language was incredibly crude; 
their clothes were used primarily for 
the rough trades with which they 
scraped a living at. Their golf was 
totally lacking in any subtleties, such 
as lining up or choosing the right club. 

But despite this they were all an 
utter delight to play golf with. 
Indulging in pre golf whiskies at 
10am, recalling an endless stream of 
filthy stories and breaking wind on a 
regular basis seemed to be the stan-
dard behaviour of these hilarious 
characters. 

One could not imagine this sort of 
behaviour among another division of 
the senior section that is to be found 
at the other end of the social spec-
trum. This is the totally fascinating 
upper class senior, the ex-military 
types or the wealthy gentry, barristers 
and lawyers. At one time, this partic-
ular group of senior used to 
completely dominate golf club life 
throughout the length and breadth of 
the country. They are now sadly 
depleted in numbers but do however 
still manage to keep a stronghold at 
some of tne better links ana heath-
land tracks around the country. 

They, like the artisans can be identi-
fied by their plumage, which in this 
case consists of plus fours and a tweed 
jacket designed by the same person 
that invented the straight jacket. This 
particular article of clothing insures 
that any sort of body turn is impossi-

ble without an immediate collapse of 
the left arm and a type of lurching 
movement on the follow through. 
This ensures the ball is never allowed 
to climb more than about six foot off 
the ground, perfect for the links golf 
in wnich they are so adept. 

There are several other behavioural 
patterns that enables the educated 
greenkeeper to identify this type of 
senior golfer. One is their strange 
perception of chronology, whereby 
they see any one of their own sorts as 
being young, right up to the age of 
about 65. Before that they are 
referred to as "Young Parsons" or 
"Young Critchlow". 

In fact I believe at places such as 
Muirfield or Little Aston where these 
marvellous gentlemen still dominate, 
you only come out of the junior sec-
tion at about the age of 50. After an 
apprenticeship of 40 or so years they 
are drafted into one of the foursomes 
groups that meet on a regular basis. 
These congregate in the clubhouse at 
about 7am complete with navy blaz-
ers old school ties etc. They then 
change into their straitjackets and 
head for the 1 st tee where they play 
foursomes golf at breakneck speed. 
They play it to an incredibly high 
standard given their age. They are 
round the course in two and half-
hours exactly, change back into their 
blazers and retire for lunch in the 
clubhouse. This will usually consist of 
roast mutton; potatoes that look like 
they have been cooked by laser beam 
ana cabbage that cook put on to boil 
the evening before. This food reminds 
them of their days at Eton or Harrow 
or one of those other educational 
establishments that prided itself on 
preparing some of the most ghastly 
food known to man. This assault on 
the digestive system is then all 
washed down with a few pink gins 



and a bottle of claret. They then 
change back into their tweeds and 
head back out to the 1st tee for the 
afternoon round, which takes precise-
ly two hours 35 minutes. The extra 
nve minutes being allowed for reliev-
ing themselves of the lunchtime 
beverages. Actually, this type of senior 
can during their lifetime of golf be 
regarded as the best possible mem-
bers. Their behaviour will always be 
impeccable, they play golf at such a 
pace that they hold no one up and 
they are regularly to be found invest-
ing money in the clubhouse services. 

Then to cap it all, when they reach 
the age when they are in danger of 
slowing their partners down to above 
the permitted two and a half hours 
they selflessly permanently retire 
themselves to the clubhouse. If you 
ever manage to play Muirfield or St 
Andrews you can see these gentlemen 
seated just inside the bay windows 
complete with pink gin and a copy of 
The Times. In fact, seeing as one can 
play a complete round of golf and 
return to find them still in the exact 
same position and still apparently 
reading the same page of the Times, 
one could conclude they have been 
ceremonially stuffed upon their 
departure or this world and placed in 
a permanent position in their 
favourite chesterfield. 

There is another sub species of 
senior that has always fascinated me. 
This is the one whose whole life is 
dedicated to the art of thrift. They 
are, as the French would say as tight 
as the derriere de le canard, or words 
to that affect. Far from being few in 
number, these seniors can be found at 
every club throughout the country, 
provided that is, the annual sub is rea-
sonably low. 

They can be very easily identified at 
any club. For starters, they change 

their 
shoes in 
the car park 
and shuffle off 
to the 1st tee 
without ever enter-
ing the pro shop. There is 
no need to purchase a new 
glove as the emaciated relic that 
they wear has got years left in it, and 
besides, Henry Cotton endorsed it. I 
used to work at a club in the south of 
Devon where these seniors were rife. 

The club pro told me of how they 
once had a club Captain who fell 
right into this category of golfer. 
During the year it was customary for 
there to be a series of captain/pro 
matches. In the first one in January 
the pro told me how the Captain 
arrived at the club and changed into 
his familiar jumper and trousers that 
looked like they were purchased in a 
car boot sale some time in the 1950's. 
At the end of the round they were 
replaced back in the locker. This pro-
cedure was then repeated throughout 
the year without the clothes once 
being taken home to be washed. 

By November he was a walking 
health hazard but think of the money 
he saved in washing powder. 

This compulsive frugality extends to 
every aspect of their golf. Their clubs 
are a mismatch of 1960's rejects with 
a sweet spot made up of a small clus-
ter of atoms adjacent to the hosel and 
the woods are of laminated wood con-
struction with the whipping stuck 
down with insulation tape. 

The tee pegs are tied together with 
old garden string so as to prevent 
the loss of a penny investment and 
the golf balls come out of the vast col-
lection they have built up over the 
years of scavenging through the 

under-
growth when 
the course is closed. 

Even their golf swings, which are 
short and proddy, are designed to 
ensure that the ball never deviates 
from a straight line so as not to squan-
der their golf ball hoard. What is really 
frightening about these guys, is how 
they insist on playing every day. This 
is a result of some elementary mathe-
matics that they indulged in whereby 
they calculated that having parted 
with their annual sub, the more they 
play, the cheaper their golf becomes. 

One such golfer recently imparted 
with me the information that he was 
only paying £1.30 per round. 

Occasionally when they had had a 
particularly exhilarating round of golf 
(a score in the low 120's without 

losing a ball) they 
would indulge in the 
only known nutritional 
input their frail bodies 
require; a pot of tea for 
two with four cups and a 
slice of toast. 

But even these charac-
ters have their own 
particular charm about 
them, quietly filling 
every empty space on 

the course. All they want 
from life is to play golf 365 

days a year or 366 in a leap year. 
The senior golfers that are to be 

found throughout this country of 
ours have become a kind of living part 
of our heritage. Golf club life would 
be left with a huge void without them. 
I for one, hope that these fine old 
characters remain a permanent fixture 
at every club. Who knows, in years to 
come, maybe we will be the ones wait-
ing to tee off in a freezing February 

Sandy McDivot. 
Head Greenkeeper Sludgecombe 
Pay and Play. 



Feature listing 
from June '97 
June '97; Drought Survival; 
Cooden Beach; Monitoring the Weather; 
Slitters 

July '97; Royal Troon GC; Speed of 
Putting Surfaces; Mowers 

August '97; Maintenance Facilities; 
Heather Management; Bunker Rakes; 
Workshops; Architecture; Kedleston Park 
GC 

September '97; Accident Reporting; 
Greens Mowers; Valderrama GC; Links 
Courses 

October '97; Environment; 
Recruitment; Abbeydale GC; 
Rough Mowers; Soil Analysis 

November '97; Environment 
Competition; Bank Cutting; 
Risk Assessment; Pumps 

December '97; Seed Development; 
Longhirst Hall GC; Toro Awards; Fertiliser 
Spreaders; Communication 

January '98; FEGGA Conference; 
Buying Power Equipment; Elmwood GC; 
Mobile Phones; Traffic Management; 
Spraying; Environment 

February '98; BTME Review; 
Overseeding; Royal Mid Surrey GC; 
Drainage; Thatch 

March '98; Trees, Golf Course 
Accessories, News from GCSAA, 
Leamington & County GC, Trevor 
Smith's BTME Talk 

April '98; Gleneagles Hotel, Compact 
Tractors, Environment, Protective 
clothing, Rain bird, Internet 

May '98; Greens Mowers, Suspended 
Water Table Greens, Seeds, Letham 
Grange Resort, Charterhouse profile, 
Security and BIGGA's Fund Raising 
Campaign 

June '98; Interview with Nick Park, 
Earthworm special, ATVs, Royal 
Porthcawl, Grinding 

July '98; Aeration, Royal Birkdale pre-
view, The importance of research, 
Architecture 

August '98; Mill Ride, Fescue, 
Blowers, Textron, Open Review, 
Nematodes, Training 

September '98; Nine holers -
Tolladine and Fingle Glen, Turf, Steve 
Clement profile, Drainage, World 
Scientific Congress report 

October '98; Saltex Review, BIGGA 
Retrospective, Stirling GC, Toro 
Awards Preview, Tree grants 

November '98; Royal Opening, 
Ramside Hall GC, Gang Mowers, 
Hayter International report, 
Irrigation Systems 

December '98; Toro Awards, 
Environment Awards, The Appliance of 
Science, Engines, Architects, BTME 
Preview 

January '99; Pesticide Usage, Life in 
Colorado, Lyshott Heath GC, Worm 
Research, Stylo Matchmaker profile, 
Temporary Greens 

February '99; Westerham GC; 
R&A questionaire results; Finland; 
grass cutting; BTME99 Review; 
Bernhard and Co 

March '99; Loch Lomond, Worm 
update, GrassRoots, Softspikes, 
Maintenance facilities, Environment 
review, Architecture 

April '99; Carden Park, 
Telecommunications, Water 
Management, Rolawn, Seeds 

May '99; Security; Bude and North 
Cornwall GC; Spraying Regulations; 
Jim Arthur; The Acid Theory; 
Amenity Technology profile 
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W GTC ! update 

The GTC held its overdue meeting 
on 15 April. The main topic for dis-
cussion was the Lantra Report which 
had been commissioned by the R&A 
and the EGU into the workings and 
running of the GTC. This all started 
by the withdrawal of funding by the 
EGU as from April 1999. At a subse-
quent meeting with the R&A it 
was agreed tnat the EGU would 
reconsider its position following an 
independent report being carried out. 

The meeting itself was constructive 
with all parties trying to reach agree-
ment for the good of all greenkeeper 
training. However, it was decided to 
rewrite the Constitution and at the 
same time introduce a Technical 
Committee, as advised by Lantra. 
The Technical Committee functions 
are to assist the Education Director of 
the GTC and to propose to the 
Management Committee of activities 
of the GTC in line with its objectives 
and to identify the priorities for 
greenkeeper training. 

The make up of tne Committee will 
be as follows: 

a) Greenkeeper Training Committee 
Internal Verifier 

b) Representative from the British 
& International Golf Greenkeepers 
Association 

c) Representative from the Golf 

Course Superintendents 
Association of Ireland 

d) Representative from 
the Sports Turf Research 
Institute 

e) One Educationalist, 
eg College Tutor 

It was agreed that the 
new revised draft of the 
Constitution would be cir-
culated to all member 
bodies for discussion with-
in their organisations prior 
to the next GTC meeting 
which was due to be held 
on 27 May. 

The BIGGA Board was 
called to a meeting on 13 May, when 
it was agreed to recommend alter-
ations to the draft constitution which 
we considered to be in keeping with 
our position as the main body and 
representing the end user of green-
keeper training. 

The BIGGA proposals will be put 
before the GTC Committee at their 
next meeting, along with any others 
received. Hopefully then the GTC 
can get on with the job it was first set 
up to do, that of raising the standards 
or greenkeeper training. 

It was unanimously agreed that 
David Golding and his staff have 
worked hard and moved greenkeeper 
training to a much higher level than 
ever before. The Board felt genuinely 
concerned that they have had to suf-
fer all this uncertainty when it could 
and should have been handled better. 

On the 20 April I spent the day at 
Westurf at its new venue at 
Westpoint, Exeter. With all the wet 
weather it proved a wise decision to 
move the exhibition indoors. Had it 
remained at Long Ashton, Westurf 
may well have been cancelled. The 
attendance was good and most people 
seemed pleased. Marion and I had a 
nice time meeting many old friends, 
traders and greenkeepers alike. It was 
also a good PR exercise that the South 

West and South Wales members 
could meet with Neil, Ken, Tracey 
and Cheryl from headquarters staff. I 
would like to thank Paula and the 
Regional Board for inviting us alrora 
and I hope it was a successml day the 
the Region and its trade supporters to 

My next engagement should ha\as 
been the Cumbria Cup at Penritlo 
Golf Club, but it was unfortunately) 
cancelled at the last minute due to 
heavy rain during the night before. 
The rain was so bad that many of the 
roads in the area were subjected to 
flooding and some even closed. It was 
no surprise that the course also had to 
be closed. I had already travelled to 
Aldwark on the Tuesday and was 
going to continue my journey first 
thing Wednesday morning, when we 
received the news of its cancellation. 
However, all was not lost. I was able 
to spend time with our staff in prepa-
ration for the Board meeting the 
following day. 

I have just been given the sad news 
of the death of Stephen Noye. 
Stephen was head man at Purdis 
Heath Golf Club, Ipswich. He was 
well respected by all nis peers and my 
sympathy and thoughts are with his 
family and friends at this sad time. 

Gordon Child 
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Your comprehensive guide to the products 
and services relating to the fine turf industry 

er 
More than just a magazine - let Greenkeeper International help you find 
the right products or services for your golf course - for free! When you see 
an advertisement which interests you, simply make a note of the Ad Ref 
number in the panel below, send the card back to us, and we'll pass on 
your enquiry and more details will be rushed straight to you. 
It's as easy as that and what's more, it won't even cost you a penny! 

Position 

Company/Course 

Address 

Postcode Work Tel: 

Because we deal with the issues which affect you, you can't afford to 
miss a single copy of the award-winning Greenkeeper International 
magazine. Subscription rates are; £36 for 12 issues (Europe £46). All 
you have to do is tick this box • then complete your details above, 
and post this card back to us. We'll then add your name to our 
ever-increasing list of satisfied readers. 
An invoice will be sent in due course. 

Gi. 4.99 

Don't miss out on your chance to be included in one of the 
most comprehensive Golf Directories available to the Fine 

Turf Industry. Simply complete and return this pre-paid reply 
card, and we will contact you directly to discuss your entry 

requirements in the 1999/2000 BIGGA Golf Directory! 

Be listed under 3 category 
headings for as little as £100! 

Company Name 

Company Address 

Company Tel: 

Company Fax: 

Company E-mail: 

Contact name(s): 

Preferred category heading(s): 

Print name 

Position 

Signature 

British and International Golf Greenkeepers Association 

MEMBERSHIP 
R E Q U E S T C A R D 

If you are employed as a greenkeeper, at college studying 
greenkeeping, or involved in any way with the fine turf industry, 
then BIGGA membership could benefit you. To find out more 
about membership, fill in this card and send it to us today. 

Yes, I' m interested in joining BIGGA. Please send me details of: 

| Greenkeeper Membership 

| Associate/Company Membership 

I Student Membership 

Name | 

Mailing address I 

/ 

: % I 
BIGGA 

Position at Club/Company/College 

For fur ther in format ion on display advert is ing 
contact Chery l Broomhead on 01347 833800 Gi. 6.99 Gi. 6.99 
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WETTING AGENT RANGE 

FREE DRENCHER WORKWEAR 
POLO SHIRT 
WHEN YOU BUY 

¿X IOLTS OF DRENCHER LIQUID 

2 X 20KGS OF DRENCHER GRANULES 

2 X BOXES OfDjgNCHER PELLETS 

2 X DRENCHER MEGA PELLETS 

STAY COOL 
THIS SUMMER 

5 Arkwright Road, Reading, Berkshire RG2 OLU 
Tel: +(44) 0118 931 1111 Fax: +(44) 0118 975 0344 

E-Mail: amtec@btinternet.com http://www.AmenityTechnology.com 

mailto:amtec@btinternet.com
http://www.AmenityTechnology.com


S U M M E R 
P R O M O T I O N 

perfect solution for 
discolored or dame 

Amenity Technology Products Ltd. 
5 Arkwright Road, Reading, Berkshire RG2 OLU Tel: +(44) 0118 931 1111 Fax: +(44) 0118 975 0344 

E-Mail: amtec@btinternet.com http://www.AmenityTechnology.com 

• t i l 

The easiest way to create 

natural Blue looking water 

CWiVTACT 
"S": US TODAY 

H* V 

for details of how to 
stay cool this summer, 

k w i t h a F R E E D r e n c h e r 
P o l o S h i r t 

mailto:amtec@btinternet.com
http://www.AmenityTechnology.com

