


WANSTEAD GOLF CLUB

requires a

HEAD GREENKEEPER

Applicants must possess a sound knowledge
and experience of Turf Management and
maintenance of machinery.

Salary negotiable — Flat available.

Apply in writing, stating age, qualifications and
experience, together with the names of two
referees, to: The Secretary, Wanstead Golf
Club, Overton Drive, Wanstead, London E11
2LW.

ELMWOOD COLLEGE

Cupar, Fife

Let your employee take the first step towards
becoming a
REGISTERED GREENKEEPER
and a more productive member of staff by
attending a day or block release course in
GREENKEEPING AND
GROUNDSMANSHIP
leading to SCOTEC Part | and |l Certificates

Details from the Registrar
Telephone: 0334 52781

CLEVELAND GOLF CLUB
REDCAR

requires

HEAD GREENKEEPER

Links experience preferable.

Yorkshire’s oldest established Course
(18 holes).

Write, stating experience.

Salary £6000 p.a.-plus, negotiable.

Secretary:—
CLEVELAND GOLF CLUB
Queen Street
Redcar
TS10 1BT.

KINGS NORTON GOLF CLUB
WEATHEROAK
WORCESTERSHIRE

Head
Greenkeeper

REQUIRED

Above average salary with house on
course. Engineering qualifications an
advantage.

Applications to:
The Captain, C. W. Lawrence
Kings Norton Golf Club
Weatheroak
Alvechurch
Worcestershire

BERKHAMSTED GOLF CLUB

Applications are invited for

ASSISTANT
HEAD GREENKEEPER

Applicants must be experienced
Greenkeepers looking for advancement.
Experience of modern machinery,
irrigation systems and course renovation
are essential. Salary negotiable. No
accommodation available.

Written applications, giving full details
of experience and qualifications, to:—

The Secretary | Manager,
Berkhamsted Golf Club,
The Common,
Berkhamsted, Herts.
Tel. Berkhamsted 5832
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THE ROYAL DUBLIN GOLF CLUB

Applications are invited for the position of

HEAD GREENKEEPER

of the above 18 Hole Championship Links

Applicants must have a sound knowledge of all aspects of Greenkeeping and

experience in modern golf course management techniques.

A practical working knowledge of the use and maintenance of modern

greenkeeping machinery, together with the ability to motivate and lead staff is

essential.

CONDITIONS NEGOTIABLE.

Apply in writing, giving age, qualifications and full career experience, to:—

THE SECRETARY /MANAGER,
THE ROYAL DUBLIN GOLF CLUB,

DOLLYMOUNT,
DUBLIN 3.
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The finest opportunity to see a whole range of developments, discuss services and
techniques with experts, and check-test the latest in machinery and equipment.

Venue: The Royal Windsor Racecourse, Windsor, Berkshire.
Dates:  24st, 22nd and 23rd September 1982.
Times: 10 am till 5 pm daily.

Entrance: By Catalogue £4. Complimentary admission to oG Members.

The main event for the Professional Groundman, Greenskeeper, Landscape

Architect, Estate Owner and Manager, Site Operator and Local Authority Employee.

How to get there: (Windsor is just 22 miles west of London.)
By Road: A few minutes off the M4 Motorway (Junction 6) on the Windsor—
Maidenhead road (A308). Ample car parking facilities available.

By Rail: Frequent services to Windsor from Waterloo, Reading and Paddington with
connections to all parts of the country. Coach service direct to the Exhibition from
Windsor & Eton Central and Riverside stations.

By Air: Close to London Heathrow and convenient also for London Gatwick airports.

Organised by The Institute of Groundsmanship, ]
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Milton Keynes - Buckinghamshire MKé 3EA /
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The Way The Wind Blows

ONE change of direction over the past
decade or so has been the concept of a golf
club being a primarily profit-making
enterprise.

The role of such new enterprises grows
apace and is already substantial. Some
have proved an immediate success in
course management, golf management
and profitability alike. Some have hit
various kinds of probationary problems,
sometimes through an over-amateurish
approach, sometimes through an over-
commercial one.

“Once we've gained the reputation for
being a great place to play, we’re hoping
to attract lots of people,” said head
greenkeeper Trevor Pipe at the opening of
the new Hoebridge Golf Centre, Old
Woking, Surrey.

“It’s going to take time, of course, to get
the greens on the long course into really
good condition. It will take five years to
get everything just as we want it.

“Meanwhile, this course opens up a
whole new avenue into golf for thousands
of people in the area who don’t get to play
atall.”

Trevor Pipe is 35—a good age to be in at
the start of something new—ambitious

PLAY ROLAWN
WELL UNDER PAR
FOR THE COURSE

Hoebridge
Golf Centre.

and depending largely on his skill and
efforts and those of his team for
Hoebridge’s success. A Devon man, who
learnt his craft at Budleigh Salterton and
Bramshot Hill at Southampton, he came

from the head greenkeepership at
Hindhead, Surrey to take up this
challenge and seems a genuinely

enthusiastic apostle for better playing
conditions on public courses. The pro is
Tim Powell, 31.

The course was designed by John
Jacobs, constructed by Golf Landscapes,
with irrigation by Watermation. It has

many excellent holes, is enjoyable to play
and already in good condition. Even the
brand new greens, still understandably a
bit coarse in texture (work on the project

only began in May, 1980) putted
remarkably true, even after an all-day

downpour.
The club staff includes six assistant
greenkeepers and  six  assistant

professionals. If that seems a lot, there’s
also a par-three course and a large driving
range to look after, while long hours of
opening mean shift work for everyone.

THE

RAKE’S PROGRESS

SPECIAL EXHIBITION OFFER

>
F i » %

or the finest texture, hardest wearing and * -
smoothest greens, Rolawn supplies the highest »* -
quality turf in square yard rolls. Various types =N
available from carefully selected seeds matured P
in specially prepared soils to ensure consistency.
Laying information and written guarantee
supplied. e S
Full details from ~77==*

- 4.“‘:“'
WINDSOR LYTHAM
See us on Stand See us on Stand
No. 10A

No. P20/23  dfo

Rigby Taylor
(South) Ltd.
Unit 7,

The Riverway Estate,
Peasmarsh, Guildford,
Surrey GU3 1LZ

Telephone:
Guildford (0483) 35657

Rigby Taylor
Ltd.
Victoria Works,
Garside Street,
Bolton, BL1 4AE

Telephone:
Bolton (0204) 389888

Rolawn (Turf Growers) Ltd|Dept. G.K, Elvington,
York YO4 SAA Telephone (0904) 85406
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News & Notes

Surrey Section News

The Surrey section held its third AGM at
the New Zealand Golf Club recently. An
18-hole stableford for the Cresta Bowl was
played in the afternoon by 40 members. A
closely contested tournament was won by
L.Adams of Leatherhead with 35 points
from T.Huntley of Foxhills, also with 35
points—the winner being decided on the
back nine. Third was A.Hall of St
George'’s Hill with 33 points.

The winners acquired points towards
the Golfer of the Year trophy, presented
by Ben Turner of Ripley.

The AGM began with the chairman’s
address. Talks by the secretary and
treasurer reported the section’s success.

The new committee is: president—

J.Parker (T.Parker & Sons); vice-presi-
dents—J.Thorpe, D.Craig (Pattisson &
Co.); chairman—J.McMillan  (Sun-
ningdale); vice-chairman—J.Liddington
(New Zealand); secretary—F.Brittin
(T.Parker & Sons); treasurer—A.Watson
(Tyrrells Wood); committee—N.Shade
(Foxhills), T.Huntley (Foxhills),
D.Johnson (New Zealand), D.Lucas (Old
Thorns), A.Armitage (Richmond),
K.McNiven (Effingham), L.Adams
(Leatherhead), P.Bertenshaw (Bramley).
Finally, a cheque was presented to The
White Lodge Centre for Mentally Hand-
icapped. Proceeds from sweepstakes,
raffles, a cake competition and sundry
contributions amounted to £165.15.

One To Remember...

Traffic control buttons are
excellent for control of cars
and remind the driver not to
stray. There was no turf to
the left three months prior to
fixing the buttons with
expoxy glue at the Suntree
Country Club, Melbourne,
Florida.

USGA Green Section Record.

More Than A Myth

In recognition of Ransomes 150 years of
grass machinery manufacture, Jerry
Nakatsukasa, managing director of the
company’s  distributors in  Japan,
presented Ransomes managing director
Bob Dodsworth with an unusual picture of
hammered metal design depicting two
carp.

Appropriately, carp signify strength in
Japanese mythology.

The two companies have been working
togther since 1956 when the then
chairman of the Japanese company was
president of an exclusive golf club outside
Tokyo. He sent a member of his staff to
England to find out about golf-course
mowing equipment, which resulted in his
company taking on the Ransomes
franchise for Japan.

Ransomes mowers today are used on
courses in Japan, including the famous
Karuizawa 72 golf club, which has four
Hydraulic 5/7 gang mowers and a self-
propelled Motor Triple Mower.
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RIS Cameron Irrigation Limited
Harwood Industrial Estate

Littlehampton West Sussex BN17 7BA
Tel: Littlehampton (09064) 3985 Telex: 877483

Make them GREEN ~

The finest turf deserves the finest maintenance so bring
your bowling green maintenance programme into the
eighties by installing a Cameron pop-up watering system.
Even, controlled watering, without labour or interruption to play are the benefits offered by the Cameron
Irrigation System.
You'll be pleasantly surprised how inexpensive automatic
watering can be with the Cameron “instal-it-yourself” package.
Cameron - the champion'’s choice - the only bowling green
watering system recommended by David Bryant CB.E.
Write or ring today for details.

< [GANERON

with envy




What's Going On... Topical items from John Campbell.

Do You Recognise Any Of These Faces?

N

S,

Older greenkeepers may recognise some familiar faces among this group, taken at the start of an international golf
match between Scottish and English greenkeepers. The year is thought to be 1937 and the venue Royal Burgess,
Barnton, Edinburgh. Greenkeeper would like to see this fixture re-established, possibly to coincide with Windsor or
Scotsturf or at another suitable venue...

For students of golf-course design, a
new book The Golf Course has been
written and compiled by American golf
course architects G.F.Cornish and
R.E.Whitton, with a foreword by Robert
Trent Jones.

This large, beautiful volume traces
the history and evolution of golf
courses, analyses the great courses
and shows how they were constructed
and designed. The book includes biog-
raphies of 500 top architects and an
amazing list of over 10,000 courses

throughout the world and their desig-
ners.

The book’s theme is the architect,
not architecture, and it contains a de-
tailed account of architects and the
growth of course design from a
sideline to a full-time profession.

As a reference book for greenkeep-
ers, The Golf Course may be lacking,
but for anyone with a serious interest
in the game it may be worth buying.

It will be of interest to many greenkeep-

ers to know that the storage of petrol in
plastic containers with a nominal
capacity not exceeding five litres is
now permitted under regulations laid
before parliament. Previous regula-
tions stipulated that only metal
containers could be used for this
purpose.

It is stressed that only suitable plas-
tic containers, which have been made
specially for the storage of petrol, will
comply with the new regulations. They

Continued on page 9...

Improve texture and drainage on tees and greens with a top
dressing of Fine Grade
Cambark. A natural
organic material
alleviating compaction
and producing long-term
benefits.

Cambark grades also available for:
mulching, soil improvement, tree

Camland Products Limited
36 Regent Street
CAMBRIDGE CB2 1DB
Tel: 0223 68780

Telex: 81254

GAMIAND

A Gardner Watts Group Company

MBAR

Bark and Bark Based Products planting and pathways.
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ASPECIAL MOWER AT
A SPECIAL PRICE

Everybody is familiar with the old

saying “You only get what you pay for!”

but we at Brouwer are beginning to
wonder if that’s true anymore. When we
look around at our competitors and the
price of their machines we can’t help
thinking that some people pay for more
than what they get, whilst in comparison

Red House Farm, Preston Brook, Warrington, Cheshire
Telephone Aston (Runcom) (STD Code 09286) 261

Brouwer customers get more than they
pay for.

To anybody that has large areas of
grass to cut the Brouwer mower, robust
and versatile, is an attractive proposition.
Add to that its amazing price and it’s just
too good to miss.




TRANSPORTABILITY: Easily and
quickly towed from one area to another
by any vehicle. High clearance to mount
curbs and other obstacles. Also available
with Hydraulic Lift which can be adapted
to any tractor equipped with

external hydraulics.

DIRECT DRIVE: Reduces weight and
provides variable reel speeds independent
of travel speed ensuring the best possible
finish in fine %in cuts or rough grass up to
10in long. The mower can also be driven
by any PTO vehicle such as a Land Rover
or small tractor.

LIGHT WEIGHT, RUGGED
CONSTRUCTION plus Flotation Tyres
reduce compaction and turf damage
leaving no wheel tracks.

GREAT COMBINATION: Positive Direct
Drive plus Light Weight Design provides
efficient operation in a great variety of
wet and dry conditions surpassing any
other mower.

FLEXIBLE SYSTEM: Available in 3, 5, 7
gangs and 4, 5, 6 bladed reels for a variety
of grass conditions. Can also be fitted
with front rollers.

ECONOMICAL: Requires only 24 —
30hp Tractors reducing fuel and operating
costs. Simple mechanical design using
easily available standard parts greatly
reduces down time and repair costs.

NEW: Nylon brushes to remove wheel
tracks in long grass. Brouwer Reel-Sharp,
the only gel-based reel lapping compound.

Fill in the coupon below for further details.
r---—---------1

l Name

I Address

' Red House Farm,
| Preston Brook, Warrington, Cheshire

Telephone Aston (Runcom) (STD Code 09286) 261 G
L-------------

Tel. No.

What's Going On... Continved.

will be easily recognisable, carrying the mark ‘Complies
with S1 1982/630'.

These containers are intended for use in maintaining
small reserves of fuel for petrol-driven machines, mowers,
etc. Two containers is the maximum number that may be
kept, in or on a vehicle or in a safe storage place.

Ransomes personnel participating in the annual confer-
ence of the IPRA at Guildford were Guy Catchpole, director;
John Wilson, sales manager and Brian Mitchell, technical
manager. They dealt with a paper on The Economics Of
Cutting. With their combined knowledge of all aspects of
grass cutting, this was a paper well worth listening to!

Jim Sargent, head greenkeeper at West Essex Golf Club,
had a few problems as a result of recent thunderstorms that
affected the county. Jim had just filled bunkers with fresh
sand when heavy rain washed the sand out of the traps.
Lightning caused severe damage to four trees on the
course—two of which were mature oaks, involving him and
his staff in many hours of extra labour tidying up.

Among the many cups competed for annually at the SIGGA
National Tournament is the Friendship Cup. This hand-
some silver trophy was presented to the Scots by the Golf
Course Superintendents’ Association of America a few
years ago as a gesture of friendship and goodwiill.

This year, the Friendship Cup
went to C.Kennedy of
Haggs Castle.

SIGGA National Tournament Prizewinners

SIGGA Trophy (Scratch) J.Taylor (East Kilbride)
Ransomes Trophy (First Class) D.Gray (Prestwick St N.)
A.Purdie (Broomieknowe)
G.Roberts  (Huntly)
Pattisson Trophy (Second Class)  A.Nicholl (Balgreen)
A.Glachan (Cardross)
J.Paton (WestKilbride)
Sports Turf Research Trophy R.McDougall (Hilton Park)
(Third Class) T.Parker (West Kilbride)
SAIl Prize (Head Greenkeeper) J.Wallace (Wishaw)
(Assistant) J.Gilmour (EastRenfrew)
(Apprentice) R.Brewer (Douglas Park)
Souter of Stirling Trophy S.Crawford (North Berwick)
(Registered Apprentice)
Friendship Trophy C.Kennedy (Haggs Castle)

St Mungo Trophy (Section Winners) West Section

Veterans' Prize J.Paton (Turnhouse)
Visitors D.McKinnon (CrowWood)
Trade Golf J.Souter (Souter of Stirling)

Trade Putting R.AitkenJnr (Richard Aitken)
The Sports Turf Research Institute at Bingley is holding
three five-day courses on the theory and practice of turf
construction and management. Soils, grasses, turf
diseases and pests, drainage, watering, fertilisers and
machinery will be covered. The courses start on October
25th, November 1st and 8th and the fee is £75 for members
and £82.50 for non-members (plus VAT). Details from the
secretary on 0274 565131.

T R T A
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Spotlight On...

The PGA has taken a progressively keener interest in the
preparation of courses for its tournaments.
George O’Grady is a tournament director on the PGA European
Tour. Greenkeeper interviewed him during the Martini
International at Lindrick earlier in the season.

Greenkeeper: First, what does your job
entail?

O’Grady: I am employed by the PGA
European Tour to look after the interests
of tournament golfers and sort out any
problems they may have. Besides myself,
there is Tony Gray and John Paramor
and we oversee all tournaments on the
tour in rotation. For instance, I always do
the Martini and the Benson & Hedges.

Greenkeeper: So, from the day the
tournament is announced, you visit the
club, chair planning meetings and act in
an advisory capacity to both club and
sponsor.

O’Grady: Yes. The Martini International
is, of course, Martini’s tournament, but,
as with any sponsor, the company has to
be approved by the PGA before it can
put a tournament on. Martini is one of
the oldest sponsors of professional golf in
this country and knows exactly what it is
doing. When we go to clubs that have not
hosted tournaments before—or accept
new sponors—there has to be a body that
lays down certain guidelines on how the
tournament should be run. We now have
considerable experience in this and it is
our aim to go on expanding and
improving the tour all the time. Any
tournament is a bringing together of
ideas from the sponsor and the host club
and we supervise all this to ensure a
successful result.

Greenkeeper: The PGA European Tour
realises the need to have consultant advice
on courses hosting tournaments, in the
same way as the R&A championship
committee appointed its own agronomist
in 1972. You now have that same
agronomist—Jim Arthur—and also Bill
Duston, who helps in the detailed
presentation of the course in the weeks
leading up to the tournament.

O’Grady: There is no doubt the role of
the PGA has widened tremendously
since I first came to Lindrick for the Sun
Alliance Match Play Championship in
1975. I joined the PGA in 1974 when
there was just Tony Gray and myself, the
secretary Colin Snape and a chap who

looked after the scorecards. We did not
pretend to know a great deal about how
courses should be looked after. Over the
years, we have learnt a fair bit about the
subject. In particular, we are reasonably
confident about what should be done—
and this is my own expression—in order
to ‘tart up’ a course for the week of the
tournament. The long-term health of
courses was never our province and some
time ago we became aware of the
improvements on courses that Jim
Arthur advised, once the remedial work
had been carried out. In particular, the
move back to the traditional values of
golf—firm, fast greens capable of holding
a well-struck shot—was most impressive.

George O’Grady.

Greenkeeper: Bill Duston has been
chairman of the green committee at
Fulford for something like 12 years and
has had to prepare for a tournament on
some ten occasions. He must be the most
experienced man in that field in the
country.

O’Grady: Yes. I remember when we first
went to Fulford. Even Bill would admit
the greens were not very good, being
particularly prone to flooding. Jim was
then called in and, since then, things
have rapidly improved to the point where
the players rate the greens as consistently
some of the best in the country. There is
a reward for the good shot, but the bad
shot will still go skittling through the
back of the green.

Greenkeeper: Although you have all this
advice available, perhaps last year was not
exactly a vintage one in terms of courses
played. There seemed to be some very
good ones and some which were definitely
not so good. Obviously, the PGA does
not have an entirely free hand in deciding
which courses should host tournaments.
To what extent does this bother you?

O’Grady: We have to recognise that
professional golf is about commercialism
and that sponsors want to have a say
about the area in which they want to hold
a tournament. One major advance in
recent years has been the fact that
television rights are now vested in the
PGA. We have a contract with the BBC
to televise a certain number of
tournaments each season and it is of
primary importance to them that they
televise tournaments on good courses.
This fits in with our own ideas and, to
that extent, we can dictate to sponsors
where the tournament should be held.
However, with non-televised
tournaments it boils down far more
directly to raising the money from a
sponsor, who can decide exactly which
course the tournament should be held
on. We have to take a sensible view. A
course would have to be really bad to be
blacked by the PGA. We continue to
offer advice to any course holding a
tournament to try and bring out its best
features, even if it is not generally
regarded as a major championship
course.

Greenkeeper: Do you think that one day
you will have a ‘circuit’ of a few courses
regularly holding tournaments?

O’Grady: I think so. Maybe not at
present, but by the end of the decade
that will definitely be the case. More and
more is being asked of clubs hosting
tournaments. We used to be able to say
to them: ‘you will have a bit of hassle the
week before and during the week itself,
but by the week after you will not know
anything has happened.” Now we are
taking bigger crowds, tented villages are
much expanded with company hospitality
tents, TV scaffolding and grandstands
abound—the whole thing means far more
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Spotlight On...

upheaval than used to be the case. Some
of these facilities are very expensive and
become prohibitively so at clubs that
have no experience of previous
tournaments. Also the standard of
presentation of the course is becoming
higher every year and members have to
accept weeks of work before the
tournament to bring it up to the desired
peak. Whether or not some of our major
courses will consider putting up with this
every year is debatable, but it is certainly
our aim that tournament golf in this
country should be played to the highest
standard on the best courses.

Greenkeeper: After eight years in the job
you must have a lot of experience in
dealing with players and assessing their
reactions to courses. What do you think
are their main playing requirements of a
tournament course?

O’Grady: There is no doubt we are
absolutely wedded to the principles of
course preparation that produce
traditional British golfing conditions. In
other words, those principles Jim Arthur
has done so much to re-establish over the
last decade or so. This means producing
firm, tight fairways and firm, fast greens,
which will hold the well-struck shot with
fairness being the key note. I feel we
have lost much of the greatness of British
golf over the last few years, with the
tendency to over-water and over-fertilise
courses. In particular, this has produced
thatched greens that will not grip a well-
struck shot—though such greens may be
so heavily watered that they appear to do
so. Although a putting surface of
reasonable pace can be achieved by
shaving the green, it is only the correct
combination of root structure and the
right grasses that will produce the surface
with all the characteristics we want.

It has been most interesting to learn
more about this at Lindrick this week.
We have had hot, drying conditions and
there are many courses I know on which
such weather would have produced a
concrete playing surface on the greens,
which could only have been counteracted
by considerable watering. In fact, such
watering has not been necessary and
throughout the week the greens have
retained the firm, fast playing
characteristics we like to see. Naturally
after six weeks of drought, the fairways
have been hard and fast running but,
even so, such a surface produces a
perfect lie from which to control a golf
ball.

Greenkeeper: Lindrick has been
following Jim Arthur’s advice for nearly
four years and, in that time, the club has
swung the flora on both greens and
fairways back towards a predominance of
bents and fescues. The resilience of the
greens in particular is markedly
improved. Preparing a course for a
tournament in May can’t have been easy,
particularly after a hard winter, and with a
lack of rain, the club can feel it has
produced a fair course, which is
exceptionally fast running.

O’Grady: Yes. This point about fast-
running courses is an interesting one.
Until recently, with the exception of
Turnberry in 1977, a fast-running course
usually simply meant one that had burnt
off and was like concrete. I have been
surprised this week to see that the better
golfers were still able to exert a marked
degree of control over the ball when
getting it to grip on the greens—in spite
of little water having been put on them.
If you don’t actually see this with your
own eyes, it is difficult to believe, but I
can assure readers it definitely happens!

Greenkeeper: But it can only be done with
a ball played off the fairway—as soon as a
ball runs into the semi-rough or rough, a
player has lost control. A player who hits
the perfect shot to the pin from the fairway
gets a genuine reward and since a
tournament course should be set as a
scholarship test for the professional
golfer, we expect to see the better golfers
coming through.

Incidentally, it has been a source of
amusement to watch the reactions of
players when they have seen moisture
meters in use. Few professionals appear to
have seen them before. They do enable
you to keep an accurate check on the
moisture content of the soil on the greens
and thus avoid watering at a time when
many people think it necessary.

O’Grady: It has certainly been a great
surprise to me to see the high levels of
moisture content—o60 per cent to 80 per
cent—present in Lindrick’s greens. I am
sure the same could be said for most of
the professionals. This is all really part of
the same subject, namely improved
standards of presentation and
preparation of courses with the emphasis
on using the much higher standards of
knowledge and understanding of
greenkeeping now available.

Greenkeeper: One of the many

contributions made by the PGA to
greenkeeping has been the greenkeeping
conference for tournament courses, held
at Wentworth. This has been a great
success. I suspect your interests, though,
go further than tournament golf. What are
your feelings about the increasing
popularity of the game?

O’Grady: We have some definite
thoughts on this as it directly affects the
professional game. New people coming
into golf are a major source of income
and any professional sport must take a
responsible attitude towards its
amateurs. We moved our headquarters
from Kennington Oval to Wentworth a
year ago and now have improved
facilities for entertaining people who we
feel are important to the development of
the game.

The greenkeeping conference was set
up to allow for a fusion of ideas between
chairman of green committees and head
greenkeepers from clubs hosting
tournaments. We usually invite a touring
professional to give a short address and
then Jim Arthur and Bill Duston have a
few words to say. It is meant to be a
pleasant day out in which people get to
know each other and can exchange
experiences and ideas.

Recently, the Sports Minister Neil
Macfarlane came down to play a round of
golf with myself, Neil Coles and Bernard
Gallacher. Mr Macfarlane is a great
ambassador for the game and told me he

Neil Macfarlane.
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Spotlight On...

has taken an interest in three public
courses in his constituency. Apparently,
they were not in very good condition—to
say the least—and he is concerned that,
with much increased leisure time, people
should have the opportunity to play their
sport using facilities that are as good as
possible. A chap paying his £5 or more at
a public course ought to get a rather
better deal than he seems to be getting at
present. The trouble seems to be that
once a course has been built by a local
authority, it is heavily played and seems
to be run into the ground. This must be a
major headache for the greenkeepers
involved in maintaining such courses.

Greenkeeper: The demand for these
courses is quite staggering. The Sports
Council once estimated that Yorkshire
alone needed some 90 new courses!

O’Grady: We do have a problem in this
country in the way we develop new
courses. In America, new courses are
funded by selling the land around them
for real-estate development. This is not
allowed in this country and it is,

therefore, difficult for developers to
make the return on capital they expect.
Also, few pieces of good golfing land
seem to be still available. Woburn is an
example of a good course built recently,
but certainly nothing like enough are
being completed to relieve the pressure,
particularly on public courses.
Additionally, and this is not surprising,
members at private clubs do not
particularly want to have their own
facilities over-used. They expect to be
able to go off the first tee without too
much of a wait and then be able to get a
drink in the bar afterwards without too
much of a fight! Most people who play
golf lead a busy life anyway and,
therefore, cannot afford more than three
of four hours for a game of golf. This is
another problem for those playing on
public courses—the round itself can take
up to five hours.

Greenkeeper: You have met Dr Peter
Hayes, the new director of The Sports
Turf Research Institute at Bingley, who is
obviously going to have a considerable
influence on the direction of the game in
years to come. One of his main concerns

for the future is the question of
greenkeeper training. Does the PGA have
any views on this?

O’Grady: Everyone involved in the
administration of golf, be it amateur or
professional, has come to realise that this
is one of the most important future
aspects of the game that must be sorted
out. We certainly support—actively
where we can—any moves that can be
made in this direction. For years,
greenkeeping has been a skill handed
down from father to son. Vastly
increased play is now meaning that we
have to employ more logical and
scientific methods in our treatment of
courses and therefore, we shall need
much higher standards of greenkeeper
training than in the past. The PGA
European Tour relies on the greenkeeper
to produce great golf courses. In a more
general sense, the ordinary golfer relies
just as heavily on the greenkeeper to
produce his own golf course. The fact
that Greenkeeper is increasingly talking
to so many people involved in running
golf is an indication of the future
importance of greenkeepers in the game.

O®
O®©

Supaturfr

autumn and winter fertilisers for
professional turfcare

Fine Turf — Supaturf AW/B — Powder
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— low in nitrogen AW/B encourages good root development

and helps grass withstand winter conditions

Fairways & Outfields — Supaturf AW/P — Pellets
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— organic based giving a phased release of nutrients

to encourage root growth and establish autumn grasses
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Tel: Peterborough (0733) 68384 Telex 32465
Birmingham Depot — Tel: 021-459-9617
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12 GREENKEEPER AUGUST 1982



Jim Arthur discusses...

‘Look alikes’ in fine
turf management

WHILE it is quite correct to state that the
standards aimed at in one sport are unique
to that sport, there is probably a closer
link between golf and bowling green
management than in any other sport.

The main difference between sports
such as cricket or tennis, and bowls or
golf, is that in the former the ball has to
bounce, and bounce truly, but in the
latter, there is no such need and, indeed, a
resilient though firm and true surface is
demanded.

Consequently, the major difference in
the management of cricket and bowls is
that there is no need to roll bowling
greens, but cricket wickets must be rolled
to consolidate them. Purists might well say
that cricket is not played on grass at all, as
wickets are shaved, and the actual playing
surface is soil—or the soil-based top
dressing—held together with grass roots!

I know my view that rolling is not
needed as routine management on
bowling greens as well as golf greens may
cause some raised eyebrows, but news
that the Wimbledon tennis courts—and
especially the centre court—are averred
to be suffering from the effects of over-
rolling and that more, intensive, deeper
aeration is prescribed by Jim Thorn, now
in charge of the All England Club’s courts,
comes as no surprise to me.

I would only differ in suggesting even
deeper corrective aeration in the winter
than Jim Thorn proposes. Paradoxically,
the deeper the slitting, the less the surface
disturbance, as a general rule.

It really must be accepted by even the
most die-hard exponent of rolling that
regular rolling can only compact and
consolidate the surface—especially of
plastic, wetter soils, with a higher silt/clay
content. It cannot level—it merely ripples
levels and seals surfaces.

There is no nice flat pastry board under
bowling green turf and, at best, the roller
leaves the soil in slightly raised rink
ends—at worst, in undulations. It is like
trying to roll out pastry on a cushion.

If the roller is to work at all, it must sink
into the surface and move it like a ripple in
front of it. On dry or hard spots, the roller
rides over, leaves a ridge and so
‘washboarding’ starts.

Of course, bowls is not a winter sport on
grass, so there is a fairly long rest period.
This, in fact, can do more harm than good
unless the period is used to good effect,

with an intensive winter programme. It is
rather like championship tees, rarely
played between one Open and the next on
our Championship links. They get very
soft and puffy and need play to firm them,
and the problem is to get less heroic
golfers to use them.

Consequently, bowling greens may
need a light roll once or perhaps twice
before the season starts, to replace turf
lifted by frost. Even using a compensated
beam roller, which minimises rippling as
the weight is bridged on the outside rollers
when crossing a hollow and where the
weight of all three rollers is concentrated
on the centre one of a ridge, there is no
way rolling can level.

Yet, in bowls (not, of course, the crown
game) a level surface is vital and this we
can achieve only by top dressing, carefully
screeded into a true surface, not by eye
alone, but by a screeding board, aided
with drag mats to work the material into
hollows and off ridges, slight though these
may be.

The quality of top dressing is vital to
ensure free drainage and resilience
combined with firmness, but sand alone
must be avoided.

Amateur experts

Bowling greens, under the eagle eyes of
several hundred members are even more
vulnerable to amateur experts than golf
courses where at least a vastly bigger
acreage dilutes their attention!

I have seen, sadly, too many bowling
greens where cure and counter-cure had
left unbelievably high levels of fertility
and all the original grasses had been
replaced with a dense, soggy thatch of
annual meadow grass. By applying the
same rules of thatch control, including
intensive deep aeration and regular
verticutting plus limited irrigation and
minimal fertiliser treatment, based on
nitrogen only, in only two seasons thatch
has been eliminated.

I am reminded of one long established
bowling club in south London. Conditions
five years ago were appalling. There was
no basic drainage problem, but there had
been “gross over-watering, over-feeding
and under-aeration.” Fertiliser treatment,
as advised by an inexperienced advisory
officer, “had been unbelievably high.”
There was 2in of thatch and talk of
relaying the greens. Every three to four

years, lime was spread at 20z per sq yd.

Within a year of treatment starting (in
1978), 1 was able to report almost
complete elimination of thatch, firmer,
better drained bowling surfaces and a
change of grass type to Agrostis. This
green is now one of the best in the south
and yet five years ago lifting and relaying
to get rid of thatch was considered by the
advisory  officer (who was still
recommending gross over-feeding) as the
only possible cure.

Golf greenkeeping and bowling green
maintenance have much in common,
especially bad advice!

In fact, bowling green maintenance
should be easier as, at the end of the
season, only the weather can stop an
intensive remedial programme, based on
aeration and top dressing and
emphatically not on rolling. Even during
the season, regular daily mowing gives all
the polish that is desired.

I fully accept that a bowling green gets a
lot of concentrated play and, therefore,
compaction, but this is for a relatively
limited period—and not to be compared
with the all-year-round pounding given to
golf greens, especially under winter
conditions with wet soils suffering
disproportionately severe compaction.

Basically, the rules of greenkeeping are
the same for both areas of fine turf,
though finer points of presentation are
naturally different.

If you want a good green you must
change the grass type from annual
meadow grass to bent (Agrostis) or fine
fescue. This means a lot of aeration and
some clubs will now slit tine in the bowling
season, even though they have a long
winter period to correct compaction
without making holes in the summer,
inconspicuous though they may be.

We must cut out phosphates and
potash—nitrogen only and not too much
of that—and no autumn fertilisers, but
plenty of sulphate of iron.

The greatest single influence is the
mower, frequency being more important
than even height of cut. An early start in
preparation is vital, yet the weather in
spring is usually no more helpful to
bowling-green keepers than to golf. April
is a winter month, but at least bowlers are
not clamouring to be on to their greens the

Continued overleaf...
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Jim Arthur Continved...

moment the sun shines.

It is generally accepted that sea-marsh
turf makes the best greens, but selection
of turf is vitally important. Most
Cumberland turf comes from Lancashire
and there is a lot of bad turf about.

The base must be sandy and not a heavy
silt. Most marshes have been lifted so
often that the base becomes siltier and
wetter and then sea meadow grass
(Puccinellia maritima) gets in. Once this
leaves its maritime environment and is
subject to regular close mowing, this
needle-leaved grass soon dies.

Unfortunately, the best marsh turf is
now the most inaccessible and can be
reached only before autumn equinox, so
great care is needed in selecting turf for a
new green—and some, indeed, are
seeded. It is significant that the best fescue
turf occurs where conditions are less
fertile—all plant foods having been
washed out by tidal flooding and with high
salt levels.

However well drained the foundations
of a green are, if thatch develops, greens
will be slow, soft and prone to flooding
and intensive aeration is the only effective
cure. Better still, prevent thatch forming
by following the three basic rules of
greenkeeping—deep aeration, minimal
fertiliser (with nitrogen only) and limited

irrigation, designed merely to keep the
grass alive.

Just as in golf greenkeeping, it is not
part of my brief to tell greenkeepers how
often to change holes regularly to spread
wear, so it is with bowling green
maintenance in regard to rink-end repairs
and spreading wear by staggering rinks.

In repairing worn areas, seeding is
sometimes unsuccessful, as it must be
carried out before the end of the season,
and even if introduced down shallow,
closely-spaced, hollow-tine fork holes,
rubbed in after being pre-germinated in
damp compost, it is likely to be penalised
by close mowing.

If you turf—and this demands a high
level of skill in keeping levels, avoiding
scalping on the one hand and settlement
on the other—then a small turf nursery
maintained exactly like the green is
essential. If it is seeded, it should really be
two years old before used if it is to survive
wear the next mowing season.

Some clubs, in fact, deliberately mow
slightly higher for one width on the
perimeter to give a little more grass to aid
walk-on wear—sensible technically, but
perhaps unconventional visually. As with
all sports turf, increasing wear from
increasing intensity of play is the most
serious problem and can be corrected only
by even more intensive aeration.

I hope I never live to see bowls played

all the year round on artificial surfaces,
but I am certain that golf, at least, will
never be. Suggestions that golf greens
should be laid with artificial turf are
patently nonsense. Quite apart from the
fact that the variable texture and quality of
the green makes the game and there can
be no substitute for the challenge,
variability and interest of grass putting
surfaces, it would prove well nigh
impossible to change the hole. To those
who contend this is not necessary on
plastic turf, all I can say is that it would be
a damned dull game playing to the same
pin position for 365 days a year!

Another factor I found to be a
considerable problem in the days when I
had time to advise bowling clubs was that
they were so often totally enclosed by
dense, evergreen hedges, which create
stagnant air conditions and predispose the
green to attacks of fusarium patch disease,
as well as preventing the turf drying up
quickly.

Light and air are vital, as is a through
draught, to produce healthier turf and
lower humidities.

® Jim Arthur’s new address is:
12 Sherbrook Hill, Budleigh Salterton,
East Devon.

There is no truth in the rumour that
Jim is retiring. “There is still much to be
done,” he said.
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Committee Comment

TRAINING for greenkeepers has been
mostly conspicuous by its absence. The
traditional pattern has been for the old
hand to pass on a series of empirical
‘methods’ supplemented by lectures at
greenkeepers’ meetings. I have attended
many of the latter, usually given by
unqualified  personnel with trade
connections and I can testify how
confusing they can be. As one young
greenkeeper said to me recently: “They're
rubbish, aren’t they?”

The main drawback to knowledge not
based on science is that accurate
predictions are impossible. We really
cannot blame those connected with
greenkeeping for swallowing the ‘fertiliser
plus water’ theory. There was no way they
could assess the likely side effects.

Now, with the return to ecology-based
management, it is equally difficult to
understand methods that must seem very
strange.

It is the role of the green committee to
bridge this gap in knowledge.

Let us suppose you have a course in
poor condition and you have called in an
advisor. Hopefully, he would be fully
trained—university level in botany and
ecology and with a sound practical
knowledge of machinery and methods.

You will then be faced with a twelve-
page report giving you a complete
botanical analysis and leading into an
analysis of the physical condition of the
soil. There will probably also be
comments on the state and deficiencies of
your machinery and priorities arising
thereby.

I believe most strongly that the first
essential step is to explain all this in full to
all members. Let them see with their own
eyes sections of thatch (if present), pieces
of meadow grass greens and pieces of
bent/fescue. Explain the advantages and
explain the plan of action.

Failure to do this will mean an
immediate outcry when treatments start,
probably with heavy aeration and
starvation of meadow grass. There will be
a period of even worse conditions than at
present and this must be explained
honestly and fully.

I would even bring in some
knowledgeable person to lecture on the
subject and certainly make the report fully
available. Members are extraordinarily
helpful if they know what is going on and
very unforgiving if they don’t.

Now you have carried the committee
and members with you, your greenkeeper
is protected from attack by 500 potential
critics. The whole basis of your plans will
be that you will provide the best possible
conditions for deep-rooted fescue/agrostis
greens, which will also be the worst
possible conditions for annual meadow
grass. That sounds easy, but in fact to do
so smoothly is incredibly difficult.

With thatch, of course, the first thing is
to get some air into the stuff. Really heavy
and regular slitting gets the job over most
quickly and heavy top-dressing will keep a
reasonable surface going. With meadow
grass, probably our chief weapons are
aeration, drought, starvation and fungal
diseases.

This is where I think it is so difficult for a
man trained to water, feed and use
fungicides to accept the direct opposite.
Feeding with limited, purely nitrogenous
fertilisers, sulphate of ammonia, dried
blood and hoof and horn is still
acceptable, but anything with phosphate
or agricultural granulars is out.

Controlled withholding of water in a
drought is very effective. Once the fescues
and bents begin to reappear, we must
check regularly with the meter that the
lower top soil is still moist, but we can let
the surface soil dry out for some time and
watch the meadow grass set seed and die!

There is, as yet, only one selective killer
of annual meadow grass. No, not a
chemical, but our old friend fusarium
disease. So, we don’t stop it, as it is only
attacking the grass we don’t want.
Obviously, that can be a bit vicious if we
get prolonged lying snow, as we did in the
carly part of last winter. But, so long as
everyone understands what we are doing
and that the recovery the next year will be
with the highly desirable species, all will
be well.

I have seen too many courses fall into
the trap of half-way measures. Perhaps
they buy a slitter with inadequate
penetration depth or perhaps they
continue to use a general fertiliser or
fertilising compost to keep things green.
The result is total disaster and a
membership who cannot understand the
failure.

You can’t hope that to just buy a slitting
machine, however expensive, will put
everything right. The whole management
must be altered.

This is an area in which research is
needed more than any other. There must
be a better and quicker way to transform a
thatched meadow grass green into a firm,
fine-grassed green. It was entirely
predictable that approaches by chemicals
or seeding with improved cultivars were
bound to fail. But there may be a better
way.

In the meantime, we must stick hard to
well-proven, though difficult, methods
and remember it really is a life sentence.
Thousands per cubic inch of those poa
annua seeds are lying there dormant for
conditions to change in their favour. It
may be renewed compaction or too much
water and fertiliser. They will grab the
chance and move back in as an invasion of
living plants.

Eddie Park

Supaturfl

1982 Colour Photo Competition
Have you got your entry form?

] Contact your Supaturf Representative or:
Supaturf Products Ltd Oxney Road Peterborough PE1 5YZ Tel: (0733) 68384 Telex: 32465

Also at Birmingham Tel: 021-459-9617 and Manchester Tel: 061-320-6320
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Out On The Course

The Royal West Norfolk club
at Brancaster has its own
system for running the fine
linksland course.

BRANCASTER is not of a calibre for
today’s major events, having a length of
6,200 yards. For all its humps and hollows,
dunes, threatening runnels and wildernes-
ses of creek and salt marsh, formidable
arrays of sleeper-barricaded cross bunkers
and all-or-nothing greens, it remains an
augustly kindly links, allowing reasonably
well-hit shots to keep the ball in play for a
par at any hole.

This is very much a private club. Visitors
will be welcomed by prior arrangement on
weekdays, if reasonably competent
players and willing to abide by (mostly
unspoken) traditions.

The etiquette of golf automatically
applies and players upon the course treat
each other with all the courtesies that once
ruled almost everywhere. It is that kind of
club.

The greens are quite beautiful—not
only interestingly shaped, but composed
mainly of the finest, best-adapted grasses
and mown perfectly with hand mowers to
give fast, true surfaces.

For many years, the club had the benefit
of the long local expertise of Percy Fisher,
who retired in 1966.

After his regime, the club took profes-
sional advice from various outside organi-
sations, which proved to be wrong for this
links course. The use of fertilisers on
greens and fairways and excess watering
produced large areas of rye and annual
meadowgrass, which did not marry into
the fine grasses natural to the area. Bare
greens and fairways covered in weeds
became all too obvious. The course lost its
character and excellent playing surfaces.

In 1977, the green committee inspired
by K.K. Smith, a recent president of the
EGU, called in Jim Arthur as the resident
consultant agronomist. A policy of revert-
ing to the natural methods of greenkeep-
ing was evolved and the use of chemical
fertilisers banned. These were replaced by
dressings of carefully graded soil mixed
with dried blood and powdered hoof and
horn and a little sulphate of ammonia and
iron.

Water was carefully monitored, using
only the amount necessary in this area of
low rainfall to keep the greens active.
Weeds on greens were, whenever possi-
ble, removed by hand—spraying being

A view over the course from the shoreside dune range towards Brancaster Staithe.

used only when time and labour were not
available.

Aeration by slitting and tining was
increased, together with a concentrated
programme of scarification. This, over the
past four years, has proved to be very
successful. Little meadowgrass can be
found on the greens and a healthy mixture
of fescues and agrostis has produced again
the fast, firm putting surfaces that were
once the hallmark of Brancaster.

The fairways have also been constantly
slit and weak areas dressed with peat
during the autumn. This is resulting in
strong grass growth and a gradual elimina-
tion of star weeds and sheeps fescues.
These policies will continue.

In future, a planned programme of
aeration, scarification and light natural
dressings will form the basis of Brancaster
greenkeeping. The aim is to produce fast,
true greens composed of fine grasses with
fairways suitably grassed as befits a links
course. The virtual elimination of all
annual types of grass and their replace-
ment by fescue and agrostis is the ultimate
objective.

Sheltered from the main tide and blast
of the North Sea and its winds, there the
shore is extending itself.

Further along, at the clubhouse end of
the links, the elements are beginning to
eat into and undercut the range of dunes
that protect the course.

Accordingly, every bit of tree-root and
branch the club can find goes on to that
part of the beach to help protect the main
range of dunes. Back in the 1920s, the club
lost two of its holes to the sea and has no
intention of losing any more.

It takes all the diplomacy the club can
muster to keep persuading the public to
enjoy the beach itself, but to keep off the
dunes.

The National Trust, which now owns
the beach and on whose behalf the club
maintains access to it between clubhouse
and course, together with a car park, lends
its support.

The trouble is that nothing speeds up
any potential disintegration of back-of-
beach dunes so dangerously as the public
climbing about on them. So long as mar-
ram holds a range of dunes together,
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Out On The Course

blown sand can be held, too, and add to
the bulk. Once the sand is trodden loose,
though, Brancaster’s continual sea winds
reverse that process.

Royal West Norfolk came into being in
1891. The story goes that Holcombe
Ingleby, a local landowner, while shooting
on the salt flats with the then Prince of
Wales (later King Edward VII), suggested
that the adjoining sand-dune country
might make an excellent golf course. The
Prince agreed.

Ingleby called in one of the great
amateurs of those days Horace Hutchin-
son to help him to design and lay out a
course. Later, Hutchinson served as cap-
tain of the club for its first nine years.

In 1927-8, the layout was modified con-
siderably at the hands of C.K. Hutchin-
son. One hole of that course was lost to the
sea in the late 1930s. So, after the war, two
new holes, the 6th and 13th, were built.

This latter hole is now being extended,
with advice from Donald Steel, to turn it
into a short par-four dogleg with a new
sea-view green on top of a dune ridge.

The decision to change this hole has

been made by the club through its green
committee, in whose hands all work upon
the course is shaped and guided.

The committee consists of a chairman,
club secretary, captain and vice-captain,
treasurer, two members and course super-
visor.

The policy over the last four years has
been determined by the committee from
advice by Jim Arthur. Having been given
the policy and future planning for the
course, detailed work for the year is
entirely the responsibility of the secretary
and course supervisor.

Golf professional Ray Kimber works
out weekly what needs to be done, then
checks it through in detail with the secret-
ary before passing on the list to foreman-
greenkeeper Alan Mitchell, who takes
over from there.

Royal West Norfolk and its secretary
are particularly keen on safety in green-
keeping work, providing each green-
keeper with a pair of safety boots each
year, goggles for use with the Royer
shredder and oilskins, etc, to use when
putting down weedkillers against daisies

on the fairways out on the golf course.

Alan, Stephen Loose—just back from a
working course with Walter Woods at St
Andrews—George Ashley, Derek Smith
and Charlie Keeler get out the hand mow-
ers three times a week, set to a genuine
three-sixteenths and not one shaver more
or less.

Although they like their putting sur-
faces fast at Brancaster, they have set their
faces against ever shaving them low
enough to make them glassy.

Tees and surrounds are tined as often as
possible with the Sisis Autocrat, which has
also been used on the greens. They have
recently completed a four-year prog-
ramme of relieving compaction in the
greens by putting a sub-air through them,
every November, down to seven inches.

A Hydromain slit-tines greens all year
round as often as practicable. You can still
see a little annual meadow grass left in
them from the late 1970s, but not enough
to affect putting.

Alan Mitchell and George Ashley
believe there is no way any triple can give
as good a putting surface as hand mowers,
upon which they still primarily depend.
The club now has also a triplex mower
with which they verticut the greens
fortnightly throughout the growing sea-
son. They are now also giving the greens
one cut a week with that, too.

Royal West Norfolk is no club to mod-
ernise anything just for the sake of modern-
isation. A Royer handles the major work
of compost preparation but Alan Mitchell
showed me, with some pride, the venera-
ble sifter they still like to use to prepare
small quantities of top-dressing.

It once had an engine and belt to drive
it, which was eventually disconnected,
simply because it rolls so sweetly, steadily
and easily-to-the-arm on its crank that it
takes no great effort to roll it around by
hand.

What Jim Arthur would think of it, I can
only guess. But I do hope it stays in action
for many more years, as it undoubtedly
will with the same grease, oil and appreci-
ation!

Even after about two months of cold
winds with hardly a splash of rain, on top
of this past cold winter, there hardly
seemed to be a genuinely killing lie upon
the fairways (rabbits apart).

In a number of places where wear is
continual, on some of the approaches for
example, their local variety of sheeps fes-
cue still remains unsubduable where all
else goes thin, leading to the kind of tufty
lie sometimes blamed upon that grass
itself.

But, in general, their usual linksland ’
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Out On The Course

Foreman greenkeeper Alan Mitchell (right) with staffman

George Ashley.

mixture of grasses, herbs and mosses, etc,
given a little bit of growth in it, offers all
any reasonable golfer needs of a seaside
fairway.

The course lies on a narrow strip of
linksland between shoreside dune ranges
and the salt marsh that runs from the har-
bour of Brancaster Staithe.

The lane from the club to Brancaster
village goes under water during high
spring tides for several hundred yards.
Beside it, there is a new bank, built after
the old one was broken through a few
years ago by rough seas.

After crossing paths between the 17th
and 2nd, the holes go out along the
saltmarsh side, then back in along the sea
side. There are two, rightly, famous
holes—the 8th and 9th. For the first of
them (476 yards), you have to hit a strong
drive over one arm of salt marsh in order
to carry a second one with a wood to the
green.

The 9th is, if anything, even more splen-
did. Like the 8th, it is perfectly simple in
essence. You drive at an angle over a wide
stretch of marsh, with a small creek mean-
dering through it, to a wide band of
fairway running forward to about 50 yards
from the flag. But between that and the
green is a deep cleft of marsh and protect-
ing the green completely is a four and a
half foot face of old railway sleepers.

At Brancaster, there’s a highly tradi-
tional character of bunkering. Although
the club has a partiality for little pot
bunkers, lurking out of sight around the

e o S e S SR
How the sea is cutting under the main dune range and how setting

e
g e R e

.,

brushwood into the beach helps hold it back.

putting surfaces, in general when there’s a
bunker, there’s a bunker, indeed!

Faced with something 25 yards across,
sleeper-fronted to eight feet high at the
2nd, 3rd and 15th, even the least sensitive
of transatlantics might be hard put to de-
scribe it as a trap!

The first nine holes have two short
holes. The return nine, running east to
west against prevailing winds, has only
two holes over 400 yards. It includes two
short holes and at least three of the shorter
par-fours call for accurate second shots.

There is an annual match between club
and village club and school members are
allowed upon the course on the same
criterion as those of the parent club, once
they prove competence.

Other matches the club play (all at
home, for it has never travelled) are fairly
few and with such golfing societies as the
Oxford and Cambridge, Army, Guards,
Seniors and the Oxbridge university
teams.

Brancaster also plays host annually to
the Grafton Morrish tournament. 0O

... because they really do
collect all the excavated
- soil and dump it on to

The AFT range is worth more than
just a casual glance. ..

trailers up to 5ft high.
Sand slitting speeds can
reach 300 metres/hour.
Write or telephone for
details, self-drive hire or
demonstration, to the
manufacturer.

AF Trenchers Ltd
Gosbecks Road
Colchester CO2 9JS
Tel. 0206 44411
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Take the guesswork
out of grasswork

The right grass for the right purpose
should not be a matter for guesswork.

The Johnsons J. Range of specially
blended mixtures will give you the grass you
need for all sports turf, amenity and
landscape uses.

We’'ve over 160 years of experience -
send for our leaflet containing Johnsons
J. Range mixtures —we’ll advise on the one
that’s exactly right for you. Ask also for
details of our wide range of wildflower
species.

Or, if you formulate your own mixtures
we can supply the quality varieties you
require including:

WALDORF - DAWSON - BANNER - PARADE - ARNO - PENNFINE
PELO - SCALDIS - HOLFIOR

' RJOHNSONS

W. W. JOHNSON & SON LTD., LONDON ROAD, BOSTON, LINCS. Tel: BOSTON (0205) 65051

Branches also at Haydock, Merseyside and Iver, Bucks.
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Trade News

Nickerson Turfmaster’s New 70 Inch British Triple Grasscutter

A new professional grass mower has been
launched by Nickerson Turfmaster. The
Turfmaster 360, which features three
cylinders and has a maximum cutting
width of 70in, is ideal for cutting tees,
approaches to greens and the backs of
bunkers.

Its high manoeuvrability also means it is
ideal for confined areas, such as
ornamental gardens, housing estates,
schools and hospitals.

The machine is the only triple mower of
its type to be both designed and built in
Britain and is the result of three years
development.

“Users in the UK have been asking for a
first-class 70-inch cut machine, which
features a whole list of attributes,”
managing director Matt Templeton said.
“It has been developed following research
into their needs and advice from turf
experts, greenkeepers and groundsmen.

“It is not only a first for Britain, but
represents the best value available.

At £3,228, the Turfmaster 360 is the
lowest-priced triple mower in the
Nickerson range. Tough grass bags and
all-weather cabs are available as optional
extras.

The new machine, which replaces the
long-established Turfmaster 70, has a
road speed of 8 mph. The four forward
gears cover all situations from tight
corners to large areas with cutting speeds
of 1,3 and 5.5 mph.

Three proven rugged cutting units with
8in diameter fully welded cylinders are
fitted with counter balanced springs to
allow the cylinders to follow undulations
and provide increased traction. Transport
latches facilitate the cutting units to be
folded inside the wheel track width of
55in.

A high power/width ratio means the

G

Graded Organic

Sports Turf

The new Nickerson Turfmaster 360, which features three cylinders and has a

maximum cutting width of 70 inches, is ideal for the cutting of tees, approaches and

backs of bunkers.

mower can tackle the toughest of cutting
conditions with the five or seven bladed,
free floating cylinders providing up to 84
cuts per yard. Each of the cylinder units
can be lifted independently from the
driving position by means of automatic
latch and release mechanism, making
obstacle negotiation easy.

Over ten acres can be cut on three
gallons of petrol. And the 360’s large
diameter flotation tyres mean it can
operate on soft surfaces with minimal
wheel markings. They also offer a smooth
ride and fewer punctures.

High ground clearance means the 360
can easily negotiate kerbs up to 9in high,
while its low centre of gravity provides
safe operating on slopes of up to 25
degrees. Dual wheels to cope with steep
banks of up to 30 degrees are available as

Dressing

a complete range of SUPERFINE topdressings
that are absorbed into any sward — FAST

. Surrey Loams Lid.

3 WAVERLEY LANE, FARNHAM, SURREY GU9 8BB TELEPHONE: (0252) 721167
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an optional extra.

Nickerson claims that development of
the 360 has raised the technical
specification for small mowers to a new
and high level. Apart from transmission
bearings that are sealed for life and
require no maintenance, the all belt drive
(no chains) gives superb cylinder
protection. The 360 is also said to
eliminate high speed wander—a common
characteristic of rear wheel steered
machines.

It also incorporates a trim control,
designed to help eliminate any variation in
the height of cut between the front and
rear mowers.

Full details from: Nickerson
Turfmaster, Gainsborough, Lincolnshire.
Tel: 0427 4776.




Buyers’ Guide

ARTIFICIAL GRASS
Greensward Company, The Old Hall,
wangham, Oak Rutiand, L

LE15 7JE Tel: (0672) 2923.
Contact S. C. Abel-Smith,

BARK & BARK BASED PRODUCTS
Camiand Products Ltd., 36 Regent Street,
idge, CB2 1DB Tel: (0223) 68780

Cambridge
Telex: 81254,

BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF GOLF
COURSE ARCHITECTS
Cotton (CK), Pennick, Lawrie & Partners Ltd..

H. Pattisson & Co. Ltd., Stanmore Hill
Works, Stanmore, Middlesex, HA7 3HD,
Tel: 01-954 4171,

Contact: Peter Dell.

GOLF COURSE AND BOWLING GREEN
CONSULTANT

John Campbell, 121/123 High Street,
Dovercourt, Harwich, Essex. Tel:
02555 7626.

GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION

J. 8. Bishop & Co, Ltd.,

NshopHouto Bath Road, Taplow,
head, Berks, SL6 ONY.

Marlow Place, Station Road, Marlow, Bucks,
SL7 1NB, Tel: Marlow 72555 Telex: 31121

Hawtree & Son, 5, Oxford Street,
Woodstock, Oxford, OX7 17Q. Tel:
Woodstock (0993) 811876

Hamilton Stutt & Co., 12, Bingham Avenue,
Poole, Dorset, BH14 8NE. Tel: (0202)
708406.

Contact: J. Hamilton Stutt.

T.J. A. McAuley BSc FICE, 7, Donegal

S West, Belfast, N. Irel. BT1 6UF.
Tel: (0232) 26981.

apes Ltd., Ashwells Road,
Bentiey, Brentwood, Essex, CM15 9SR.
Tel: 0277 73720.

Land Unit Construction Ltd., Folly Farm,
Hanslope, Milton Keynes, Bucks.

MK19 78X,

Tel: 0908 510414

Brian D. Plorson (Contractors) Ltd., 27,
Vicarage Road, Verwood, Wimbourne,
Dorset, BH21 6DR. Tel: 0202 822372.
Southern Golf & Landscapes Ltd., 85, West
Street, Warwick, Tel: 0926 492898,

Chipman Ltd., Horsham, Sussex, RH12 2NR
Tel: 0403 60341

CONSTRUCTION

Charles Lambert (Lawns) Ltd., Dudiey
Court, Cramlington, Northumberland. Tel:
Cramlington 714121,

Contact: D. M. I. Emmerson

DESIGN, PLAY & WEAR CONTROL

John Stobbs, ‘Roona’, Brown Spring, Little
Potter End, Berkhamsted. Tel:

04427 2927.

DRAINAGE

Lamflex P.V.C. corrugated coiled drainage
pipe. Critchley Bros. Ltd., Brimscombe,
Stroud, Glos. Tel: 045 3882451,

Oxney Road, Potemmouah PE1 BYZ.
Tel: (0733) 68384,

Supaturf Products Ltd., Oxnev Road.
Peterborough, PE1 5YZ. Tel: (0733)
68384,

Contact: F. Binder.

C. H. Binder Ltd., Moreton, Ongar,
Essex, CM5 OHY. Tel: (027 783)
246 & 320.

Contact: F. Binder.

A. W. Maskell & Sons Ltd.,
Stephenson Street. London, E16 4SA.
Tel:01-476-6321.

GOLF COURSE ACCESSORIES

Beid: Pe 68, S RGNS

Avcmc Southend-on-Sea, Essex SS1 2RR.

Tel: 0702 612344
Contact: Mr. Elvin.

Supaturf Preducts Ltd., Oxney Road,
Peterborough, PE1 5YZ. Tel:
(0733) 68384,

GOLF COURSE CONSULTANTS
John Souter Esq., Cunningham Road,
Stirling, Scotland. Tel: Stirling 2141.

GRASS CUTTING EQUIPMENT
Ransomes. Sims & Jefferies PLC.,
N Works, N Road, Ipswich

Bath Road, Taplow, Maidenhead,
Berks SL6 ONY.

LIQUID ORGANIC FERTILISER
Farmura Ltd., Stone Hill, Egerton, Nr.

Ashford, Kent. Tel: Egerton (023376) 241,

UITTER BINS

Green Brothers (Geebro) Ltd., (Lister
Teak Products) Summerheath Road,
Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 3DT.

Tel: (0323) 840771 Telex: 87676,

MOWERS

Brouwer P.T.O Gmo Mowers,

(UK. C W, 's
Turfland, Redhouse Fntm Preston Brook,
Warrington, Cheshire. Tel: Aston
{Runcorn) 09286 336.

Morrison Precision L
16, Byward Street, London, EC3R 58Q
Tol: 01-481 4851 Telex: 885476.

Suffolk. IP3 9QG. Tel: (0473) 712222,
Contact: J. F. R. Wilson/T. J. Knight.

Road, Wheatley, Oxfordshire, OX9 1YB,
Tel: 0B677-2349.

Professional Grass Machinery Ltd.,
Unit 5, Oakiands Industrial Estate, C. :

C : Tim Ch

MOWERS — ROTARY

Lawnboy Farm Services Ltd., Railway

Road, Downham Market, Norfolk. Main
for boy Rotary N 5.

Conucl Nick&vrr

PLAQUES AND NAMEPLATES
Thos. A. Ingram & Co. Ltd., P.O. Box 305,

Staffordshire, Tel: 05438 77866.
Contact: Vicky Stevens.

GRASS SEED

Gerson Grass Seed, Grove Lane,
Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands,
B66 2SE. Tel: 021-558 3551
Contact: Frank Gerson.

M. & M | @

Road,
Findon, Wellingborough, North hi

Birmingham, 819 188. Tel: 021 554 4576.
(brachure available)
POP-UP SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

RIS C g Ld.,
Harwood | ‘E-me ittleh
West Sussex, BN17 7BA. Tel: 09064
3985.
Contact: Sports Division.

RANSOMES DISTRIBUTORS
Henton & Chattell Ltd., London Road,

Tel: Wellingborough (0933b 680674
Contact: Michael Perkins,

Supaturf Products Ltd., Oxney Road,
Peterborough, PE1 5YZ. Tel:
Peterborough (0733) 68384,

Suttons Seeds Ltd., Hele Road, Torquay,
Devon, TQ2 7QJ. Tel: (0803) 62011.
Contact: R. W. Palin.

Hurst Gunson Cooper Taber Ltd.,
Avenue Road, Witham, Essex CM8 20X
Tel: Witham (0376) 516600,

Contact: Mr. K. Potter or Mr. C. Martin.

Carters Tested Seods, S

4 Droncds
P

Nottingham. Tel: Nottingham 862161
Contact: Christopher Bryden.

W. W &Son L., J Lane
Works, Bank Avenue, Morley, Leeds, LS27
9JE. Tel: Morley (06532) 531201 Telex:
557067.

Contact: A. C. Mountain.

Wilcocks, Walker Street, Preston, Lancs.
Tel: Preston 5§3068.

SAND

George Garside (Sand) Ltd., 39 Hocklitfe
Street, Leighton Buzzard, Beds.

Dry and Semi-dry sands for Golf Courses,
Sports Greens & Grounds. Tel: 0525
372201

Ltd., Oxney Road, Peurborough PE1 8YZ.

Tel:(0733) 68384.

GREEN/TEE CONSTRUCTION

J. S. Bishop & Co. Ltd., Bishop House,
Bath Road, Taplow, Maidenhead, Berks,
SL6 ONY.

IRRIGATION

Parrot Irrigation Ltd., 38, High Street,
Rowhedge, Colchester, Essex, COS 7ET.
Tel: Colchester (0206) 867624

IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT

British Overhead Irrigation Ltd., The Green,
Upper Halliford, Shepperton, Middlesex,
TW17 BRY.

Tel: 09327 88301 Telex: 828767.

Ci : Sales Depar ;

Sports Ground

Irrigation,
‘Hereward Lodge’, Paget Road, Lubenham,

Market Harborough, Leics, Tel: 0858
63153,

Toro Irrigation Limited Unit 7,
Milistream Trading Estate, Ringwood,
Hampshire BH24 3SD

Tel: Ringwood 6261,

Wi ation Ltd., M Way E,,
Woking Surrey, GU21 5LY, Tel:
Woking 70303 Telex: 859224,

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
J. § Bishop & Co Ltd., Bishop House,

C : Mr. M. R. Adams

SEATS

an-n m (Goobro) Ltd., (Lister Teak
Eut Susax. BN27 30DT. Tel: (0323)
B40771 Telex: 87676.

SEAWEED FERTILISERS
Seamac Agricultural Ltd., Foundry Lane,
Chippenham, Wilts.

SEAWEED PRODUCTS

Alginure Products Ltd., Leyswood House,
Groombridge, Tunbridge Weils, Kent Tel:
Groombridge (089276) 782

Contact: Bill Visser or Ben Simpson

Wood Lane, Barston, Solihull, West
Midlwd'. B92 OJL, Tel: 06755 2033/4
| Fisher.

P or

Wood Lane, Barston, Solihull, West
mmm 892 OJL. Tel: 06755 2033/4.
phen or Michael Fisher,

SEMI-MATURE TREE PLANTING
(EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE)

Eastcote Nurseries (Solibull) Ltd.,

Wood Lane, Barston, Solihull, West
Midlands, B92 OJL. Tel: 06755 2033/4.
Ci 1: Stephen or Michael Fisher.

SOIL CONDITIONERS

Algi Ltd,, Ley d House,
Gvoombtldoo Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Tel:
Groombridge (089276) 782.

Contact: Bill Visser or Ben Simpson.,

Prodt

SPRAYING EQUIPMENT

Evers & Wall Ltd., Hardi Division, St.
George's Way, Bermuda Industrial
Estate, Nuneaton, CV10 7QT. Tel:
Bondgate 020364 2054 Telex: 312426.
Contract: Mr. W. Hayward.

TEE MATS

(Synthetic Grass Backed Rubber)

The Charles Lawrence Group Ltd.,

153a Farndon Road, Newark, NG24 4SP.
Tel: 0636 76218.

(Heavy Duty)

Clan Marketing Company, Milton House,
Loddington, Kettering, Northants NN 14 1JZ
Tel: 0536 710328

TOP SOIL

Havering Landscape Supply Co Ltd.,

Havering House, Thornwood Common,
Epping, Essex, CM16 6LT. Tel:

Epping 76161

Contact: P. J. Furner.

TRACTORS

Lely Iseki Tractors. Crosshall Works,
Gt. North Road, Eaton Ford, St. Neots,
Huntingdon, Cambs. Tel: 0480 76971
Telex: 32623.

Contact: C. Gregory.

TREES & SHRUBS

Eastcote Nurseries (Solihull) Ltd.,

Nood Lane, Barston, Solihull, West

Midhndl 892 OJL. Tel: 06755 2033/4.
when or Michael Fisher.

N N Ltd,, Woodbridge,
Suffolk, IP12 4AF. Tel: 03943 3344,

TREES TIES & TREE GUARDS
&mm(mum

(Rai Prod heath Road,
Hailsham, Ent Sussex, BN27 30T, Tel:
(0323) 840771 Telex: 87676,

TRENCHING MACHINES

A.F. Trenchers Ltd,, Gosbeck Road,
Colchester, Essex. CO2 9JS

Tel: 0206 44411,

Contact: W. D. Baker,

Rel.

(Turf G Ltd., El
York, YO4 5AA. Tel: (0904) 854086,
Wi 's Turfland, (Purpose Grown),
Redhouse Farm, Preston Brook, Warrington,
Cheshire, Tel: Aston (R ) 09286 336.
TURF CARE PRODUCTS

John K. King & Sons Ltd.,
Coggeshall, Coichester, Essex. Tel:
J376 61543,

Contact: Mary Ann Hanik.

TURF DRESSING COMPOST

E. A. Goundrey & Son Ltd., The
Nurseries, Duns Tew, Oxford, OX5 4JR.
Tel: (0869) 40224,

TURF DRESSING & FERTILISER

Suttons Seeds Ltd., Hele Road, Torquay,
Devon, TQ2 7QJ. Tel: (0803) 62011
Contact: R. W. Palin.

TURFACE SOIL AMENDMENT
Supaturf Products Ltd., Oxney Road,
Peterborough, PE1 5YZ. Tel:
(0733) 68384.

TURF (SPECIALITY)

Wi 's Turfland (Py G )
Redhouse Farm, Preston Brook, Wi
Cheshire, Tel: Aston (Runcorn) 336.

WATER & LIQUID STORAGE

British Overhead Irrigation Ltd.. The Green,
Upper Halliford, Shepperton, Middlesex,
TW17 8RY.

Tel: 09327 88301 Telex: 928767
Contact: Sales Department.
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Trade News

Seen At Selsdon

Situated in 200 acres of Surrey country-
side, Selsdon Park has visitors from all
over the world, who come to enjoy the
country house atmosphere and luxury of
the hotel, as well as its many leisure
facilities.

Some 55 years ago, when the property
was converted into a private hotel, great
shire horses were hauling sturdy oaks out
of an ancient forest to make way for the
JH. Taylor designed, 18-hole
championship golf course.

Today, one hundred acres of forest
with 200 oak trees in prime condition
forms a natural backdrop to the course.

With ornamental gardens and large
lawns surrounding the hotel, Selsdon Park
has a total of some 200 acres of turfgrass to
maintain. Management is particularly
pleased with the new Ransomes Motor
180 self-propelled triple mower, which
was the first one off the production line.

Deputy head gardener Gary Pult said,
“I can see what I am doing with this mower
and although I have spent the best part of
the day on it, I still feel fresh enough to
carry on with other duties.”

Despite the variety of turfgrass cutting
requirements and the size of the area to be
maintained, Selsdon Park relies, in the
main, on four Ransomes machines.

In addition to the Motor 180 for tees,
approaches and lawns, there is a Mounted
Hydraulic five-gang mower for the
fairways, a 214 gang mower for the rough
and a Triplex 171 for the greens.

By )

owing the approach to the 9th green at Selsdon Park, deputy head gardener Gary

Shell’s Low-Cost Low Loader

4

’,

The 60 acres of gardens and grounds at
Shell’s Sittingbourne Research Centre in
Kent have to kept in immaculate order.

Quick and reliable transport around the
large site is an essential requirement,
ensuring that superintendent Paul Tyers
can make best use of machinery and staff
time. After careful evaluation, Paul
ordered a Red Rider low-loading work
truck from local dealers Paice and Sons of
Maidstone.

“We believe we have purchased the best

¥l -

b

Pult with the first Ransomes Motor 180 off the production line. Besides cutting the
approaches and tees, it mows the lawns surrounding the hotel.

Paul Tyers (seated) takes delivery of the new Huxleys Red Rider from Vic Maynard,
Paice and Sons’ professional sales manager.

motor truck of its type in the country at
this time,” Paul said. “We particularly like
its ease of loading, ability to carry three
people and its speed and manoeuvrability.”

The Red Rider is built by Huxleys Grass
Machinery, 22-26 Church Street, Staines,
Middlesex. (Tel: 0784 51123). Demon-
strations can be arranged from Huxleys’
dealers. The price, complete with long-life
electric-start engine and a 1,0001b capacity
low-loading, all-steel body, is £1,645 plus
VAT.

New Catalogue

From Turf Experts

A new 24-page catalogue, displaying a
complete range of products for the care of
sporting and amenity turf, has just been
published by Stewart & Co Seedsmen of
Dalkeith, Edinburgh.

Several sections have been extended,
including grass seeds and mixtures, and
turf substitutes.

All  products introduced  since
publication of the last catalogue in
January,1980 have been included and
there is a new feature on the safe handling
of pesticides with descriptions of
protective clothing and accessories
available from Stewarts.

Copies of the catalogue are available,
free, from Stewarts at the Stronghold
Works, Mayfield Industrial Estate,
Dalkeith EH22 4BZ. Tel: 031-663 6617.
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Trade News

An Improved Version...

Improvements to the SISIS Tufmo, TMO/
26, have developed from operation in
arduous and varied work conditions
during the past two and a half years.
Among the main modifications to the
Mark 2 version are improved chain ten-
sioning, providing constant tension in
either forward or reverse; the engine
mounting plate is fitted with adjustable
brass pads to control free movement of the
assembly; operating handles have been
narrowed to improve handling charac-
teristics near walls and obstructions and
the vertical rotor-shaft is now fitted with
adjustable taper roller bearings.

Full details from: SISIS Equipment
(Macclesfield), Shoresclough Works,

Hulley Road, Macclesfield, Cheshire
SK10 2LZ. Tel: 0625 26363.

Getting Set To Show

The 37th annual IOG International
Exhibition, at the Royal Windsor

Racecourse from September 21st to 23rd,
has attracted 250 companies, which have
been allocated with stand space covering a
record area of some 30,000 square metres.

Twelve colleges will form an increased
educational area.

A busy scene at Windsor.

“FENDRESS”

High Quality Golf Green

18—20 delivered

mainland.

tonnes,

Top Dressing
(FENDRESS) available in bulk loads of 15—
anywhere U.K.

WENER & LONGSTAFFE LTD.
Garden and Sports Turf Specialists

5, Lovelace Road, East Barnet, Herts. 01-368 4845

A specifically designed mix of Fenland Peat/ : bt i
Soils and Lime free sand carefully blended, e i . .
shredded and sieved. Ready for immediate : i d
application to golf/bowling greens. pecla ls |n
Save purchasing expensive equipment which : -
stands idle for much of the year, also high consmtlo“
labour costs, and problems of finding suitable

ingredients of constant quality.

Pre-packed supplies now available.

of fine sports turf
areas

End of season repair
Renovation

Special mixes also prepared.

Also sedge peat “"FENPEAT" in bulk. i
Please telephone for quotations.

Contact:

Fen Turf Dressings Ltd.,
36, High Street,
Market Harborough,
Leics. LE16 7NL.
Tel: Market Harborough
64346 or
Leics. 551282
(Radio Phone)
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THE NEW CUSHMAN

TURF TRUCKSTER

ENGINEERED FOR SUPERB PERFORMANCE,
EXCEPTIONAL VERSATILITY, AND ALL YEAR
ROUND TOTAL TURF CARE.

ASK FOR DETAILS OF THE CUSHMAN TURF
CARE SYSTEM TODAY. 500 CUSHMAN USERS
THROUGHOUT GREAT BRITAIN KNOW IT IS

THE SYSTEM THAT WORKS

HUXLEYS
e R

HUXLEYS GRASS MACHINERY
22/26 Church Street, Staines,
Middlesex, TW18 4ER.

Telephone: Staines (0784) 51123



