
Automatic Watering 
BACK in 1970 at Oakdale Golf Club 
we were having to come to terms with 
thorny problems of how to apply suffi-
cient water to the Greens to maintain 
optimum condition without disrupting 
our summer work schedule, without dis-
rupting play and without littering the 
picturesque course with portable sprink-
lers, hoses fete. 

The obvious answer was to instal 
pop-up sprinklers, but, as with many 
clubs, the prospect of sudden heavy 
capital expenditure did not appeal, so it 
was decided to carry out the work in 
stages, on a 'do it yourself basis where 
possible. 

In this, the Club was fortunate in a 
number of respects—the existing pump 
and pipe work system could be readily 
converted for use with pop-ups—they 
had an enthusiastic and hard working 
green staff, and a long established firm 
of irrigation contractors was based in 
nearby Ripon. This company supplied 
both technical advice and all necessary 
materials to the golf club when we 
installed the manually-operated pop-up 
sprinklers on one trial green in 1971. 

From then, over the next three years, 
the programme developed with the club 
purchasing equipment as finance and 
circumstances allowed, until every green 
was watered by manually operated pop-
ups. 

by Walter Heeles 

An arrangement was made with the 
irrigation contractors to hire a mole 
plough with operators on an hourly 
basis, which kept everybody happy, and 
was used to partially instal some of the 
greens, and to replace some of the 
existing mains pipe which was not 
considered suitable. 

The final phase was completed, in-
volving the automation of the complete 
system by installing low voltage cable, 
electric solenoid valves, control panel, 
and improving the pump installation a 
good deal of which was again done with 
the benefit of advice as needed from the 
Ripon. 

The resulting automatic system has 
brought the club fully up to date in 
terms of greens watering, and has 
proved a useful exercise in co-operation 
between contractor and client, good 
relations having been happily main-
tained, despite occasional problems 
caused by such factors as rocky condi-
tions on the course. I and my staff have 
learnt a considerable amount about the 
practicalities of watering installations 
and maintenance and (who Knows?) 
perhaps more of this type of venture 
will be seen in time to come. 

The following machines are offered R E C O N D I T I O N E D and G U A R A N T E E D , 
subject to remaining unsold: 
Ransomes Hawn Tournament Triplex complete as 
Greensmower with 3 Greens Cutting Units and 
3 Grass Catchers 
Ransomes Hydraulic Gang Carrier complete with 
either 5 Ransomes Sportcutter Gangmowers 
or 7 Ransomes Sportputter Gangmowers 
Ransomes Trailed Triple Gangmower with 
Sportcutter Units on pneumatic tyres 

Current New Price 

£2943.00 

£2998.00 
£4032.00 

£985.00 

Reconditioned 

£1950.00 
£1875.00 
£2175.00 
£450.00 

Also offered, not reconditioned, but in good running order: 
Ransomes Junior Motor Triple Mower with electric start £350.00 

A L L T H E A B O V E M A C H I N E S A R E SUBJECT T O V . A . T . A T 8% 

Send for 
full list 
of used 
machines. 
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