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HENRY FRY

Henry Fry having served for 52 years,
including war service, retired in 1962 at
the age of 70. He began his greenkeeping
at Swinley Forest Golf Club in 1910.
When the First World War broke out
in 1914, he joined the Royal West
Surrey Regiment (Territorials). He
served overseas in Mesopotamia in

1915. After the Armistice in 1918, he

was transferred to the Indian Army as
a Sergeant Instructor in the 90th Punjab
Regiment and finally returned to
England in time for Christmas 1920. He
at once joined Clyne Golf Club as Head
Greenkeeper where he remained until
1945 when he transferred to Pennard
Golf Club.

Four years later he was asked to
return to Clyne Golf Club to put their
course right. It had got into a terrible
mess, he says, whilst he was away. He
felt he could not refuse so he returned
there as Head Greenkeeper in 1949 and
stayed until his retirement. He was held
in such esteem by both golf clubs that
both made him an Honorary Member
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of their club. His son Henry took over
his job on his retirement.

Henry had a 4 handicap as a golfer.
No mean feat. He is a Life Member of
the B.G.G.A. He served on the Welsh
Greenkeeping Committee for 42 years.
He held the Farr and Daily Mail Trophy
for four years, also the Welsh Green-
keepers Shield.

Congratulations, Mr Fry. You have
had a most interesting life and one
which you have every reason to be proud
of. I am sure the B.G.G.A. is. The best
of luck in your retirement.

CECIL JONES

Cecil Jones joined the greenkeeping
staff of the Little Aston Golf Club in
May 1918 at the age of 16. He remained
there for 49 years until he retired in
1967. Since then he has been doing part-
time work on the course.

He was first introduced to Little Aston
Golf Club as a caddie in 1912 by his
two brothers who had caddied there ever
since its formation in 1908. They too
joined the ground staff after they
returned from service in the First World
War in 1919. The Club Professional was
then in charge of the ground staff. When
he retired in 1950, Cecil’s elder brother
became the first Head Greenkeeper of
the Club. He died in 1959 with 40 years’
service to his credit and was succeeded
by the second brother as Head Green-
keeper. He died in 1965 after 46 years’
service.

Cecil has served his Club in almost
every capacity, as caddie, greenkeeper,
and assisting the professional in his
shop. He started his golfing career with
a handicap of 8 but he says he was never
much good at Medal Competitions. He
preferred four-balls. He joined the





