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AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT made and entered into this 7th day of June, 1990,
by and between the BOARD OF ED:UCATION of the BERRIEN COUNTY INTERMEDIATE
SCHOOL DISTRICT, Berrien Springs, hereinafter referr,ed to as the "Board,"
and the BERRIEN COUNTY PARAPROFESSIONAL PERSONNEL ASSOCIATION hereinafter
referred to as the "Association,"

HITNESSETH:

ARTICLE 1 - PURPOSE AND INTENT

SECTION 1: The purpose of
agreetlent between the parties
conditions of employment that
Agreement.

this Agree41ent
concerning the

shall prevail

is to establish the full
salaries, hours, terms and
for the duration of this

,\'\

SECTION 2: NOW, THEREFORE, the Board and the Association have, in
consideration of these mutual promises and stipulations hereinafter
specified, agreed to abide by the terms set forth herein for the duration
of this Agreement.

ARTICLE 2 - RECOGNITION

SECTION 1: The Board recognizes the Association as the sole and exclusive
representative for the purposes of collective bargaining. The bargaining
unit shall be composed of all instructional, health care, behavioral and
permanent sub aides directly etlployed by the Board in Special Education,
but excluding all adtlinistrators, supervisors, directors, substitute
etlployees, independent contractors, and all other etlployees.

SECTION 2: The Board will not recognize or bargain with any other entity
or association with respect to the nembers c: the bargaining unit described
above during the tern of this Agreement.

SECTION 3: For the purpose of this contract, meG1r~rs of the bargaining
unit will be referred to as "employees." EIJployees joining the Association
shall be referred to as "association neIilbers."

ARTI CLE 3 - MANAGEMENT RIGHTS

SECTION 1: The Association recognizes that the Board has the authority to
Qanage and direct, in behalf of the public, all the operations and
activities of the school district to the full extent authorized by the laws
and Constitution of the State of ~ichigan and of the United States provided
that such shall be exercised by the Board in conformity with the provisions
of this Agreement, including for the purpose of illustration:
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A. To the executive management and administrative control of the
school system and its properties and facilities and to determine
the duties, responsibilities and assignments of its employees,
including such activities as may affect their professional
performances;

B. To hire and evaluate all employees and subject to the provision of
law, to determine their qualifications, and the condition for
thei r continued employfuent, end to dismis~, demote, or to reduce
staff when deemed necessary; and to promote and transfer all such
employees;

C. To establish courses of instruction, including special programs,
all as deemed necessary or advisable by the Board;

D. To decide upon the means and methods of instruction, the selection
of textbooks and other teaching materials, and the use of teaching
aids of every kind and nature~

E. lJhen special cus todial service is used, the employer may make a
reasonable charge therefore.

SECTION 2: The exercise of the foregoing powers, rights and authority by
the Board, the adoption of policies, rules, regulations and practices in
furtherance thereof, and the use of judgment and discretion in connection
therewith shall be linited only by the specific and express terms of this
agreement and then only to the extent such specific and express terms
hereof are in conformance with the Constitution and laws of the State of
Hichigan, and the Constitution and laws of the United States.

SECTION 3: Nothing contained herein shall be considered to deny or
restrict the Board of its rights, and authority under the Michigan General
School Laws or any other national, state, county, district, or local laws
or regulations as they pertain to education.

ARTICLE 4 - ASSOCIATION RIGHTS

SECTION 1: The Association shall have the right to use school building
facilities for meetings,- provided (a) such meetings are held at hours other
than school day hours; (b) advance permission for such usage has been given
by the administration.

A. The Association shall have the right to use school equipment
including regular typewriters, duplication equipment, calculating
machines, and audio-visual equipment at reasonable times when such
equipment is not otherwise in use. The Association shall pay for
the reasonable costs of all materials and supplies incident to
such use.
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B. Office employees shall not be used for Association purposes during
their regular hours of employment. Any work performed by office
employees for the Association shall not be reimbursed by the
District.

C. A bulletin board, or portion thereof, in each Intermediate School
District owned facility where bargaining unit members are
assigned, shall be Glade available for the exclusi ve use of the
Association.

SECTION 2: The
school property
interfere with
operations.

Association may transact official Association business on
outside normal working hours provided tqat this shall not

or interrupt normal Intermediate' School District

SECTION 3: The Association shall have the right to negotiate on Datters
concerning salaries, hours, terms and condi tions of employment as
established in, and in accord~nce with this Agreement. The parties
expressly agree that neither party is obligated to bargain on any matter
during the term of this AgreeDent, but the parties may mutually agree to
discuss matters of common concern.

SECTION 4: The Employer shall deduct dues, or service charges, from any
employee from whom they have written authorization. The Association shall
submit to the Employer in September of each year a list of active members
of the Association.

A. The authorized deduction of dues, and service charges, shall be
made from a regular paycheck each month--September through June.
The Employer agrees to remi t to the Associa tion all monies so
deducted, accompanied by a list of employees from whom the
deductions have been Dade wi thin thi rty (30) calenda r days. In
cases when a deduction is made that duplicates a payment that an
employee has already made to the Association, or in any other
si tua tion y,There a refund is demanded, said refunds a re not the
responsibility of the Employer.

B. The Association shall hold the employer harmless on account of any
monies deducted and remitted to the Association pursuant to this
Section. The Association further agrees to indemnify and save the
Board,each individual school Board member, and all
administrators, harmless against any and all claims, demands
costs, suits or other forms of liability and all court or
adninistrative agency costs that may arise out of, or by reason
of, action taken by the Board for the purpose of complying with
this Section.

C. If at any time during the duration of this Agreenent, the Union
authorizes, causes, or engages in or sanctions any strike, or work
stoppage of any kind, or if there is a refusal to perform the
duties of employment by any employee or employees, then this
Section shall become null and void and inoperative during the life
of this Agreement.

3



SECTION 5: The local Association shall have the right to affilliate with
any State, National, or International Agencies it chooses.

ARTICLE 5 - SCHOOL CALENDAR AND SCHOOL DAY

SECTION 1: The regular calendar year shall consist of one hundred eighty-
five (185) working days.

SECTION 2:
employees.

The working day shall be 8: 30 a.m •..to 3: 30 p.m. for all

SECTION 3: All bargaining uni t members are enti tIed to one half ~/-» hour
duty-free lunch break daily, and a 15 minute paid break daily. During
extenuating circumstances, the scheduling shall be at the discretion of the
immediate supervisor.

ARTICLE 6 - LEAVES OF ABSENCE

SECTION 1: Leaves with pay and fringe benefits.

A. Sick Leave: Ten (10) sick days per school year will be granted to
each employee. New employees will be allocated five (5) days at the
beginning of the school year and five (5) on the thi rd Honday of
January, providing they are in active service at each point. Unused
sick days will accumulate to a maximum of 120 and may be used subject
to the following conditions and limitations:

1. Illness or disability of the employee - all available.

2. Serious illness or disability of employee's immediate family
(present spouse, father, mother, brother, sister, children,
brother/sister-in-Iaw, mother/father-in-Iaw, grandparents)
maximum of five (5) days per incident.

3. Upon request by the Board, a paraprofessional staff member must
submit a certificate frOiI a nedical doctor, not related to the
staff member, that such >taff L1ember is physically or rJentally
able or unable to perforllihis assigned duties, to return froQ sick
leave, or continue emploYtlent. If the Boa rd requi res a medical
certificate to determine that a bRsis for sick leave exists, the
Board will pay the cost unless it is determined that the employee
abused sick leave.

4. Sick leave benefits, if available, may be used to augment benefits
under Worker's Compensation so as to maintain the daily salary of
the employee.

5. AccuIJulated sick leave will be canceled when employment with the
district is terminated and will not be conpensated with pay.

6. llritten notice of any planned or pre-arranged use of sick leave
shall be given to the Director of Special Education, or his
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designate, as soon as possible after the need becomes known and
should, if possible, :)e arranged to coincide with the scheduled
breaks in the school year.

7. Any employee whose disabili ty extends beyond their accuDulated
sick leave days may, with appropriate notice by the employee, be
granted a leave of absence without pay until able to return to
work as provided in SECTION 2, D. Failure of appropriate notice
shall automatically ..cause the employee to be placed on Unpaid
Leave under SECTION '~2, D for thi rty (30) days wi th subsequent
"termination" as specified in that. SECTION if other
arrangenents are not made.

B. Funeral Leave: Funeral leave may be used subject to the following
conditions and limitations:

1. MaxirnuQ of five (5) days per incident for immediate family as'
defined in Section 1, A, 2 above.

2. Personal/business leave may
death of friends or relatives

be used, if available, for
not in the immediate family.

the

C. Personal/Business Leave: Personal/business days may be used
subject to the following conditions and limitations:

1. Maximum of two (2) personal/business leave days may be granted
per year.

2. Unused portions of personal/business days will be accuIilulated
as sick leave at the end of each year.

3. Personal/business may be used only for situations which require
the eoployee's attendance and cannot be scheduled around
working hours. Recreational acti vi ties, marriage, honeymoon,
shopping, house hunting, social functions, vacation extensions,
association business, job interviews, etc., are examples of
activities for which the use of personal/business days are
inappropriate.

4. While no written reason is required for use of personal business
days rJ1siness days when the staff lilemberfeels the reasons ate too
personal to devulge, twenty-four (24) hour written notification
(except in emergencies approved by the Director of Special
Education), or his designate, is required.

5. Personal/business days Day be granted on days immediately
preceding or following holidays, vacation days, or week-ends
contiguous to holidays or vacation days if approved by the
Director of Special Education, or his designate. Such written
requests, however, oust be submitted at least forty-eight (48)
hours prior to the beginning of the requested leave and must
contain the reason for the leave.
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6. Abuse or falsification of business leave shall be considered
just cause for discipline, demotion or termination.

D. Legal Leave: Legal leave may be used subj ect to the following
conditions. and limitations:

1. An employee,
law, shall
indicated.

who is summoned
be entitled to

or subpoenaed as pres cribed by
legal leave for those dates

2. The employee shall provide the Director :of Special Education,
or his designate, written proof of the summons or subpoenae
and, upon return from legal leave, provfde the Director with
satisfactory evidence as to the amount the employee was paid by
the court.

3. The amount of conpensation paid by the court (if any) shall be
deducted from the employee's daily salary so that the net
effect will be no loss of pay.

4. Legal leave is not applicable when the employee is under court
order to appear in his/her own defense for a violation of the
law and to which he/she pleads or is found guilty. In cases
where "plea bargaining" or "out of court settlement" has left
innocence or guilt unresolved in court, the Administration
shall make a reasonable determination of availability of this
leave. In cases where the employee is co-defendent wi th the
District, leave nay be granted as reasonable and necessary.

E. Association Leave: Association Leave shall be granted to no more
than five (5) officers of the Association. Maximum leave is four
(4) days per officer and no more than two (2) of the four (4) days
shall be outside the district. The Association shall submit a list
containing the names of the Association officers no later than the
end of the third week of work. Only those of[icers shall be
entitled to leave under this section.

SECTION 2: Leaves without pay and without fringe benefits.

Fringe benefits shall include: insurance and accumulation of experience on
the salary scale, seniority, and sick leave.

Insurance benefits may be maintained at the employee's expense, subject to
the Board's discretion and the conditions of the carrier.

A. Child Care Leave: Child care leave may be available to all
employees subject to the following conditions and limitation~:

1. Prolonged serious illness of a dependent child, immediate
postnatal care, or adoption. Adoption. requiring greater than
four (4) weeks could fall under Special Unpaid Leaves.

2. Maximum leave is four (4) weeks.
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3. Thirty (30) days written notification is required (except in
emergencies).

4. Eoployees who take child care leave contiguous to active
employment or paid leave, shall not lose benefits.

1. Maximum sabbatical leave is one (1) contract year.

2. Written request must be made to the Director of Special
,Education, or his designate, as soon as reasonably possible,
specifying the desired dates. Insofar as possible, the dates
should conform with scheduled breaks in the school year.

3. Upon return from sabbatical leave, the employee shall be
reinstated in his /her same posi tion, or an equivalent one, if
available, and if deemed qualified by the Board. If one is not
available, the employee will be placed on layoff and subject to
the layoff and recall provisions of this Agreement.

C. Special Unpaid Leave: Special unpaid leave for reasons other than
those specifically provided in this ARTICLE may be granted subject
to the following conditions and limitations:
1. Leave is solely upon the approval of the Director of Special

Education or his designate. A clear reason for leave request
must be given.

2. Maximum leave is one (1) calendar year.

3. Thirty (30) days written notice is required, except in
erJergencies.

4. Such leaves shall be limited to no nore than five (5) days
every two (2) years. Any day in excess of this limitation
shall break continuity of employment for experience increase on
the Salary Schedule for the next year.

5. Upon return froQ leave the employee shall be assigned to the
sarJe or similar position if available. If none is available
the employee will be placed on layoff and subject to the layoff
and recall procedure. Failure to return on the date specified
at the time of granting (except in valid emergencies) shall be
considered a termination and the employee shall forfeit any and
all rights under this AgreerJent.

6. If Special Unpaid Leave is caused by a serious physical and
personal disability of the employee himself or herself, the
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Board shall continue to pay negotiated insurance premiums until
the thi rd monthly payment has been made after the beginning
date of the Unpaid Leave.

7. Falsification of documents or failure to abide by a denial of
request shall be just cause for discipline up to and including
termination.

ARTtCLE 7 - SENIORITY
SECTION 1: Probationary Period.

A. New employees hired into the bargaining unit may be required to
undergo a probationary period of sixty (60) working days. Upon
satisfactory completion of the probationary period, the employee
shall obtain seniority status and his name shall be entered upon
the seniority list as of the date of commencement of regular
employment. Prior experience may be considered as a basis for
reduction of the probationary period.

B. Probationary
all purposes
except that
probationary
procedure.

employees shall be represented by the Association for
under this Agreement during the probationary period,
the evaluation, discipline, or termination of such
employee shall not be subject to the grievance

C. Sick leave credit shall accrue during the probationary period.

SECTION 2: Seniority Defined.

A. Seniori ty shall be defined as an employee's length of continuous
service as a regular employee of this Employer. Seniority shall
conmence on the date of commencement of regular employment.

1. In the event two (2) or more employees begin work on th2 same
day, these employees shall be placed on the seniori ty ljst in
alphabetical order of their last names.

2. The seniority of an employee on an authorized leave of ausence
shall be frozen for a period not to exceed one (1) school year.

3. Part-time regular employees shall accrue seniority on a
prorated basis.

4. Seniority in the district shall include the time of service in
the trainable mentally irnpaired program while the program was
operated by the Niles and St. Joseph Schools.

SECTION 3: Seniority Lists.

A. The Employer shall prepare and maintain seniority lists as defined
in this ARTICLE. The initial seniority list(s) shall be prepared
within thirty (30) days after the effective date of this Agreement,
semi-annually thereafter in October and March, and copies shall be
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furnished to the Association President. The Association shall
notify the Employer of any error within fifteen (15) days from and
after receipt thereof.

SECTION 4. Loss of Seniority.

A. Seniority shall be lost if the employee:

1. Voluntarily quits; _.

2. Is discharged and the discharge is not reversed through the
procedure set forth in the Agreement~

3. Retires;

4. Is laid off for a continuous period of time in excess of twelve
(12) months;

5. Fails to return to work upon the expiration of a leave of
absence or extension thereof as herein provided or accepts
full-time employment elsewhere while on authorized leave of
absence; or

6. Otherwise terminates his employment relationship with the
Employer.

ARTICLE 8 - REDUCTION OF STAFF
SECTION 1. Layoff Procedure.

A. If the Employer determines to reduce the work force, employees
shall be laid off according to their seniority within their
building. Wri tten notice of layoff shall be made to the affected
employees at least twenty (20) calendar days prior to the layoff.
School year employees not being recalled from summer recess at the
time school would normally begin shall also be given written Lotice
at least twenty (20) calendar days prior to the normal start of
school.

B. Bargaining unit members whose positions have been eliminated due to
a reduction in work force or who have been affected by a layoff or
elimination of position shall have the right to assume a position
for which they are qualified, which is held by a less senior
bargaining unit member. In no case shall a new employee be
employed while there are laid off bargaining unit members who are
qualified for a vacancy or newly created position.

SECTION 2: Recall Procedure.

A. Employees will be recalled in the inverse order of that specified
in SECTION 1. Notice of Recall shall be sent to the eQployee at
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his last known address by certified nail. If an employee fails to
report to the Employer within fifteen (15) calendar days from the
date of first notice by the Post Office of Notice of Recall, he/she
shall be considered as quit.

ARTICLE 9 - VACANCIES AND TRANSFERS

SECTION 1: Vacancy Defined.

A vacancy shall be defined as any position subject to this AgreeQent,
either a newly created position or a present one that is not filled,
exluding temporary vacancies to which an eQployee has been granted the
right of return.

1. Posting. All vacancies shall be posted for five (5) workdays
in all ISD buildings.

a. Interested employees must apply in writing for the posted
vacancy during the posting period.

b. The Employer shall notify the Association President of
vacancies occurring during the summer months.

c. A posted position rn~y be tilled on a temporary basis for no
more than forty (40) work days.

SECTION 2: Transfers Defined.

A. Transfers shall be defined as re-assignment to a job in another
classification. The Employer shall have the right to transfer an
eTJployee for a period not to exceed forty (40) work days. Notice
of transfer shall be given in writing to the employee and to the
Association. After forty (40) days the employee shall have the
right to renuest return to his former classification. Such request
shall be slbmitted at least ten (10) calendar days before the
expiration 0: the forty (40) day transfer.

1. No employee !':layrequest a transfer more than once in a school
year. Where an employee. refuses a transfer, he shall not be
permitted to contest the seniority of one who does take the
job. However, he shall not be disqualified from accepting
further transfers in the future.

2. Employees who are transferred shall be subject to the
probationary p~riod in the new classification. If the
eoployee's performance is not satisfactory during probation, he
shall be returned to his former job without loss of
seniority. If the enployee decides during the probationary
period that he wishes to return to his former job, he may do so
without loss of seniority.
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3. Enployees transferred to
Agreenent shall be paid
classification.

another
at the

classification within
negotiated rate for

this
that

ARTICLE 10 - GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE
SECTION 1: Grievance Defined.'

A. A grievance shall be ....defined as an al.l~ged violation of the
specific terms of this Agreement.

1. A grievance cay b~ filed by any member of the bargaining unit
or by the Association.

SECTION 2: Grievance Levels.

A. Informal Adjustment. Prior to filing a written grievance, the
Grievant shall meet with the Immediate Supervisor within ten (10)
working days of the event for the purpose of attempting to adjust
such alleged grievance without further proceedings. The Supervisor
must be made aware that the discussion involves a potential
grievance.

B. Written Grievance. Step 1: If the grievance is not satisfactorily
resolved at the informal conference, the Grievant shall have five
(5) ~yorking days within which to file with the Immediate Supervisor
a written grievance, which grievance shall include:

1. An identification of the Grievant(s);

2. The date of the event;

3. The specific facts upon which the grievance is based;

4. The app:icable portiones) of the Agreement to be interpreted;

5. The speclfic relief requested;

6. The date of the filing;

7. The date of infor~al conference; and

8. The signature of the Grievant.

9. A reply shall be filed within ten (10) working days from the
receipt of the written grievance.

c. Step 2: If the reply is not satisfactory, the Grievant shall have
five (5) working days within vlhich to appeal the grievance to the
Director of Special Education. Within ten (10) working days of the
receipt of this appeal, the Di rector of Special Education or his
designee shall hold a conference wi th the Grievant and wi thin ten
(10) working days thereafter forward his disposition of thegrievance in writlng to the Grievant.
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D. Step 3: If the disposition of the grievance by the Director of
Special Education is not satisfactory, the Grievant shall have five
(5) working days fron receipt of the disposition to appeal the
grievance to the Superintendent. Wi thin fif teen (15) working days
of the receipt of this appeal, the Superintendent or designee shall
hold a conference with the Grievant and an association
representative and within fifteen (15) working days thereafter
forward his disposition of the grievance in writing to the
Grievant.

E. Step 4. (Mediation): If the disposi tion of the grievance by the
Superintendent is not satisfactory, the Grievant shall have five
(5) working days from receipt of the disposition to appeal the
grievance to mediation by submitting request to the Michigan
Employment Relations Coomission (M.E.R.C.) with a copy to the
Director of Special Education. Such mediation shall be non-binding
upon the Board and the Board shall incur no cost for any expense of
the Mediator's services.

F. Step 5,: If the recommended disposi tion of the grievance through
mediation is not satisfactory, the Grievant shall have ten (10)
working days from the conclusion of the mediation session to appeal
the grievance to the Board of Education. Within thirty (30)
working days of the receipt of this appeal, the Board of Education
shall hold a hearing of the matter and within fifteen (15) worki~g
days thereafter forward their disposition of the grievance in
writing to the Grievant.

SECTION 3. General Grievance Procedures.

A. Exclusions. The grievance procedure shall not apply to:

1. The dismissal of any probationary employee;

2. Any prov1s1on of the A~reement which contains an express
exclusion froo this procedure.

B. Wi thdrawals and Denials. Any grievance which is not filed or any
reques t for advancenent to the next grievance level which is not
Dade within the tine prescribed shall be deemed to have been
withdrawn and shall autonatically terminate any further
proceedings. Any grievance which is not answered within the time
specified shall be autooati cally raised to the next level upon
written notification from the Grievant.

C. Tirnelines. Timelines at any step Day be extended by mutual consent
of the parties.

D. The Association shall be entitled to provide representation at each
step of the grievance procedure.
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ARTICLE 11 - EVALUATION

SECTION 1: Each enployee shall be evaluated at least once each school year
by the immediate supervisor. Probationary employees shall be eVEluated at
least once before the end of the probationary period. Evaluation~ shall be
placed in the personnel file.

SECTION 2: Each bargaining unit menber, upon his/her employment or at the
beginning of the school year ,?hall be apprised of the basis upon which
he/she will be evaluated. Evaluations shall inclu.de personal observation
by the bargaining unit member's immediate supervisor.'

All evaluations
ba rgaining unit
conference.

shall be
member

reduced
at least

to wri ting
48 hours

and a
prior

copy given to the
to the evaluation

SECTION 3: If the bargaining unit member disagrees with the evaluation,
he/she may submit a written response which shall be attached to the file
copy of the evaluation in question. If a supervisor believes a bargaining
unit member is doing unacceptable work, the reasons therefore shall be set
forth as shall an identification of the ways in which the bargaining unit
member is to improve, and of the assistance to be given by the Employer
towards that improvement.

Following each formal evaluation, which shall include a conference with the
evaluator, the bargaining unit member shall sign and be given a copy of the
evaluation report prepared by the evaluator. In no case shall the
bargaining unit member's signature be construed to nean that he/she
necessarily agrees with the contents of the evaluation.

SECTION 4: In the event the Employer uses an evaluation fOrIi1for the
evaluation of bargaining unit member, different from the one in use as of
the date of this contract, the structure and the content of such revised
form will be discussed with the Association.

ARTICLE 12 - PERSONNEL RECORDS

SECTION 1: Each enployee shall have the right, upon request, to r.eview the
contents of his own personnel file, except confidential matters such as
placement credentials, employee references supplied to an employer that
would re veal the identi ty of the person making the reference, materials
which disclose an employer's staff planning regarding more than one
employee, medical reports and records if available from other sources, all
other information not required for disclosure in the Bullard-Plowecki
Employee Right to Know Act of 1978.

SECTION 2: No material originating in the School District after original
eClployment, whi ch ref lects adve rse ly on the employee's work record, shall
be placed in his personnel file unless the employee has been furnished an
opportunity to review such material. The employee may submit a written
response to such adverse material and the same shall be attached to the
file copy in question.

13



SECTION 3: The emp~oyee will be inforned of the date, time, and place for
the personnel file review, which must be performed in the presence of an
administrator.

SECTION 4: A representati ve of the Association may, at the employee's
request, accompany the eoployee in this review.

ARTI~tE 13 - DISCIPLINE

SECTION 1. No non-probationary employee shall be disciplined, which shall
include written warnings or reprimands, suspension, demotion and
discharges, without j'ust cause. Any employee, including probationary,
shall be entitled to have present a representative of the Association when
he is being disciplined, and the reasons for disciplinary action shall be
made known to the employee. Uhen a meeting is scheduled for the express
purpose of disciplining an employee, the employee shall be informed of
his/her right to Association representation.

ARTICLE 14 - ll'lSURANCE

SECTION 1: During the term of this Agreement, except during any witholding
of services, the Board shall purchase insu rance coverage as follows: SET
Ultra-i'fed "C"; and negotiated life of $20,000; and 60% LTD; and SET Ultra-
Dent (60%-60%-60%); and SET Ultra-Vision-Plan II; and Prescription Card; to
meet the requirements of each employee. Employees shall not be entitled to
hospitalization coverage through the Board when substantially equi valent
coverage is available through other employment or relative. Employees who
are not eligible for hospi talization coverage, or who choose not to take
such coverage, may subscribe to the following option plan: $100.00 per
month tax shelter annuity and long term disability (required) plus options
to include SET Ultra-Dent (60%-60%-60%), SET Ultra-Vision-Plan II, $20,000
Negotiated Life, $.50 Prescription Card. Employees electing this option
plan must take the TSA and LTD. The Board will pay up to $140.00 per month
for tr,e option plan. \"hen both spouses are employed by the Board, they
shall be entitled to full coverage in one of their names, the other spouse
being ~hen eligible for the option plan. It shall be the responsibility of
the em~loyee to be properly enrolled with the carrier. New employees shall
be ent~tled to coverage when active service begins under this contract.

SECTION 2: For. employees electing health coverage, the Board shall pay
$290.04 per month and the employee shall pay $26.03 per month for the
period June 1, 1990 through November 30, 1990. Beginning December 1, 1990
and continuing through November 30, 1991, the Board shall pay 90% of the
health and medical premium in effect on December 1, 1990, and the employee
shall pay 10%. Beginning December 1, 1991, and continuing through November
30, 1992, the Board shall pay 90% of the health and r.1edical premium in
effect on December 1) 1991) and the elilployee shall pay 10%. Any elilployee
insurance contributions which were deducted prior to June 1, 1990 shall not
be reimbursed.

SECTION 3: The Board shall purchase insurance coverages under this ARTICLE
for each full time staff member.
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SECTION4: The Board shall maintain insu rance coverages provided in this
ARTICLE from September 1 through August 31 for all eligible employees,
provided the ecployee has cocpleted his/her contractual work year. Should
an ecployee cocplete his/her contractual work year and be covered through
another e@ployer prior to August 31, it shall be that employee's
responsibility to so inform the Board so as to avoid unnecessary and
redundant coverage.

SECTION5: Both parties agree., that an "Insurance Review Cocmittee" shall
be icplemented for the purpose of reviewing .the health and medical
insurance. The objective of the Committee is to cdnsider cost containment
options whi ch could result in reducing expendi tu res. Areas for
consideration include (but are not limi ted to) al terna ti ve plans by the
sace or different carrier, modifications to the existing plan which may
involve deductibles, increased co-pay on Rx card, reduced coverages and/or
maxinums, and "cafeteria" plans. The Committee shall consist of six (6)
members (three from administration and three from the Association(s)). The
Committee shall meet at least bi-monthly at a mutually agreeable time and
place and shall make a report to the Board no later than the Hay Board
meeting of each year. If the committee, by 90% vote agrees, the annual
report may include recommendations to amend the current health and medical
plan. Upon agreement by the Board and the Association(s), that portion of
the agreement pertaining to insurance shall be amended to reflect the
agreed modifications which would be implemented on December 1st of that
year -- or as soon as feasible. Any resulting cost savings shall be shared
by both the Board and eoployee in an agreeable proportion. If, during the
life of this Agreeoent, no Changes in health and medical benefits are
icplemented, the Committee shall, no later than thirty (30) days prior to
the expiration of this AgreeIJent, make recoomendations for cost containment
considerations which shall serve as the basis for bargaining health and
medical benefits in the successor Agreement.

ARTICLE 15 - DURATION

This Ag~eement shall become effective as of the 8th day of June, 1990 and
the terms and provisions thereof shall remain in full force and effect
through 'the 31st day of August, 1992. All terms and provisions of the
Agreeoeni shall become effective on September 1, of each year or the first
regularlj scheduled work day of the contractual year prior to September 1,
of each year, except that insurance benefi ts shall become ef.: ~cti v~ on
December 1 of each year.

Either party may notify the other of its intention to renegotiate this
Agreement in wri ting prior to April 1, 1992. Both parties agree to promptly
begin to negotiate on or before April 15, following such notification.

15



IN HITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Agreement in Berrien
Springs, Michigan on the 7th day of June, 1990.

BERRIEN COUNTY PARAPROFESSIONAL
PERSONNEL ASSOCIATION

President - Beverly Jager

Chief Negotiator - Dr. Jack York
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BOARD OF EDUCATION

President - Sharon Kalling

Chief Negotiator - Jim Palm

Superintendent/Secretary of Board
of Education - Jerry Reimann



ARTICLE 16 GENERAL

SECTION 1: Year for year credit may, at the discretion of the Board, be given
for appropriate experience outside the district as determined by the Board.

SECTION 2: The contractual work year shall begin on the first scheduled
working day for staff at the start of the regular school year as established
in the school calendar. The \salary schedule shall remain in effect through
the day prior to the first scheduled working day of the succeeding regular
school year. Eoployees contract~d individually to work beyond the 185 days of
the contractual work year shall be paid on a prorated amount based upon their
daily rate. These Employees shall continue to be governed by the terms of
this Agreement.

SECTION 3: Salary Schedule adj ustment based on experience shall be computed
and applied once per year at the beginning of the contractual work year.
Experience adjustments shall be computed in no smaller unit than a half
step. To qualify for a half step increment the employee shall have been
continuously enployed a minimum of eighty five (85) working days within the
contractual work year (170 working days for full step). Unpaid leave days and
days of work as a substitute shall not be counted as days of eoployment under
this SECTION. Unpaid leaves break the "Cont inui ty of Employoent" for step
increases on the salary schedule.

SECTION 4: Notices. Any written notice given pursuant to the Agreement shall
be addressed and delivered as follows:

A. Employer:

B. Association:

C. Employee:

Berrien County Intermediate School District
711 St. Joseph Avenue
Berrien Springs, MI 49103

Michigan Education Association
104 West Ferry Street
Berrien Springs, MI 49103

As set forth in the records of the Enployer or to such
other address as a party or an employee shall
hereafter furnish in writing. Any conmunication
addressed to an employee at his last address on record
with the Employer shall constitute legal notice to the
employee of the contents of such c~~mupication.

SECTION 5: Duplication of AgreeClent. The parties shall share equally the
cost of furnishing a copy of this Agreenent to each employee who is employed
in the bargaining unit during the terms of this Agreement.

SECTION 6: Validity of Agreement. If, during the life of this Agreement, any
of the rrovisions contained herein are found to be invalid by operation of law
by a tribunal of coopetent jurisdiction or if compliance with or enforcement
of any provision should be restrained by such tribunal pending a final
determinaton as to its validity, the remainder of this Agreement shall not be
affected thereby. In the event any provision herein contained is so rendered
invalid, upon written request by either party hereto, the Board and the
Association shall enter into collective bar~aining for ,tbe purpose ofnegotiating a nutually satisfactory replacement tor su~h provlslon.
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SECTION 7: Entire Agreement. This Agreement constitutes the sole and entire
existing agreement between the parties in respect to rates of pay, wages,
hours of elLlployment, or other conditions of elLlploYlJentwhich shall prevail
during the term of this Agreement. It supersedes and cancels all prior
practices, whether oral or wri tten, and expresses all obligations of, and
restrictions imposed upon, the Board and the Association. This contract is
subject to aIllendrnent,alteration or additions only by a subsequent written
agreement between and executed qy the Association and the Board. The waiver
of any breach, term or condition of the Agreement .by either party shall not
constitute a precedent in the future enforcelLlent of its terms and conditions.

SECTION 8: ~aiver Clause. The parties acknowledge that during the
negotiations which resulted in this Agreement each had the unlimited right and
opportuni ty to make de Iilands and proposals wi th respect to any subj ect or
matter not removed by law from the area of collective bargaining, and that the
understandings and agreements arrived at by the parties after the exercise of
that right and opportuni ty are set forth in the Agreement. Theref ore, the
Board and the Association for the life of this Agreement each voluntarily and
unqualifiedly waives the right, and each agrees that the other shall not be
obligated, to bargain collectively with respect to any subject or matter
referred to, or covered in this Agreement, or with respect to any subject or
matter not specifically referred to or covered in this Agreement, even though
such subject or matter may not have been within the knowledge or contemplation
of either or both of the parties at the time that they negotiated or signed
this Agreement.

SECTION 9: Staff members working full time (3ih hours per week) will receive
fringe benefi ts in full. Employees 'vorking at leas t 20 hours per week (but
less than full time) shall recei ve fringe benefi ts on a prorated basis.
EIilployeesworking less than 20 hours per week will receive no fringe benefits.

SECTION 10: Reference in this Agreement to the term "Board" may alo be
interpreted to refer to the Superintendent or his designee.

SECTION 11: Employees covered under this AgreeIJent will not be requested to
dispense medication.

SECTION 12: The Board will not use uncertified paraprofessional personnel as
substitutes for teachers ,.,ho are absent from work for any reason.
Paraprofessionals who hold valid teaching certificates may be used as
substitute teachers when substsitute teachers are unavailable through the
normal procedures. Certified paraprofessionals, when eIJployed as substitute
teachers, shall be paid at the professional salary schedule base rate.

SECTION 13: The Board shall reimburse employee costs, less insurance
coverage, for Rx glasses, hearing aids, or posthetic devices damaged by
student acts while engaging in the performance of his/her duties.

ARTICLE 17 - YORKING CONDITIONS

SECTION 1. Summer Work. Bargaining unit work required in the sur:lInershall be
based upon the followng (priority ranked):
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A. Current eQployment in that classrooo, program and facility.

B. Highest program seniority in that facility.

C. Highest system seniority.

D. If there are still openings fifteen (15) calendar days before program
initiation, the Employer may fill the position(s) without further
restriction.

E. Summer work shall be deeIJed work in addi tion to the regula r work
year. Employees not hired during the summer, shall not be eligible
for UnemploYIJent Coopensation.

SECTION 2: School Closing. It is the eIJployee's responsibility to listen to
the radio for school closing.

ARTICLE 18 - COMPENSATION
SECTION 1: 1989-90 salaries shall become effective retroactively to September1, 1989. Salary shall be as follows:

DAILY RATE SALARY
EXP 1989-90 1990-91 1991-92
0.0 $44.23 $46.31 $48.490.5 $45.12 $47.24 $49.461.0 $46.00 $48.16 $50.431.5 $46.67 $48.86 $51.162.0 $47.33 $49.55 $51.882.5 $48.66 $50.94 $53.343.0 $49.98 $52.33 $54.793.5 $51.31 $53.72 $56.254.0 $52.63 $55.11 $57.704.5 $53.96 $.1)6.50 $59.165.0 $55.29 $:7.89 $60.615.5 $56.62 $5).28 $62.076.0 $57.94 $00.67 $63.526.5 $59.49 $62.29 $65.227.0 $61.04 $63.91 $66.927.5 $62.59 $65.53 $68.628.0 $64.13 $67.15 $70.31
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SECTION 2:

Only those employees who were entitled to receive "longevity pay" equal to ten
(10) times their daily rate ($593.70) during the 1988-89 school year shall
receIve "longevity pay" during the 1989-90 school year in an amount equal to
$350.00; and during the 1990-91 school year in an amount equal to $200.00. No
employee shall receive "longevity pay" during the 1991-92 school year.
"Longevity pay" during the 1989-90 and 1990-91 school years shall be prorated
over the entire year equally among pay periods.

Overtime Compensati~~.

A. Hours worked by an individual employee in excess for forty (40) hours
per week shall be paid at one and one-half (1.5) times the regular
compensation rate for that employee.

B. Hours worked on Saturdays, Sundays or holidays shall be paid at one
and one-half (1.5) times the regular compensation rate for that
eIJployee.

C. Overtime work must be scheduled and authorized in advance by the
Enployer.

D. Days required to be made up at the end of a school year will be paid
at the regular rate if failure to make up those days would result in
a loss of State Aid.
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PREPARED 5/29/90 (REVISED 5/30/90)

on".

in

in unitsubs

'!assigned to" to "based

permanentInclude

XVII - ~ORKING CONDITIO~S : Change

I
I
I
I
I
I

BOARDlARTICLE
I
I

BOARD:ARTICLE XVIII - OVERTI~E COMPo Regular pay rate for days made up
: at end of school year if make up is required to avoid loss
: in state nid.
I
I

BO.\[~I? : ART IC LE \'I I (S E C ,1 ,C) : Del e tel a 1"1 ~; 11age re 1a t ivet 0 110 lid a y p..1Y .

ASSOC ARTICLE XVI - GENERAL (NEW SEC.) : Certified teacher must be
charge of room ~ith paraprofessional.

ASSOC ARTICLE XVI - GENERAL (NEW SEC.) : Board ~ill reimburse employee
costs, less insurance ~overage, for Rx glasses, hearing aides,
or prosthetic devices damaged by student acts while engaging in
the performance of his/her duties.

:ASSOC ARTICLE VIII (1, a) - LAYOFF A:\D RECALL : Layoff and recall h~ill
: be by seniority Kithin building.
I
I I

:BOARD:ARTICLE X (2,e) - GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE Add non-binding mediation
: : bet'h~een the supt. and Board level at no cost to the Board.
I I
I I

:ASSOC:ARTICLE XI (Sec. 2) - EVALUATION: Board will provide written
: : evaluation 48 hrs. prior to evaluation meeting.
I I
I I

:BOARD ARTICLE XV - DURATION: Change dates.
I
I

'ASSOC ARTICLE XVI - GENERAL (NEW SEC.) : Employees will not be required
to dispense medication.
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: TA :PROP:
: DATE : BY: TA'd PROPOSALS AJREED UPON AS OF 5/29/90:--------:-----:------------------------------------------------------------------------
1--Ff+8~: BOARD: AGREEHENT STATEHEr~T - Date changes

I I
I I

3'1JteS, :ASSOC: ARTICLE II - RECOGNITIO:.J
I I
I I ,

L4...n.-I~ : BOARD: ARTICLES I II & IV - HGHT RIGHTS A;\D .~SSOC RIGHTS : ~iove sen tence
. : on custodial fee for use of facilities from Assoc rights to

I : Hgmt rights. )
: : ,,--)7f>{!J /5 IjIJO~J!--1l?TR(L.r:AI/ES W/l'li PAYirt«ry'~.fS NSw 5t5.C R

: ::.: D [' ,/~ : AS socciARTIcLE ro- ASSOC RIGHTS (NEK SEC.) : Add Assoc. Leave \vith
: :: pay - maximum ~ of days is 4 per officer; only alloKed for 5 Assoc.
: :: officers; no more thcdl 2 of the 4 days out of district
I I I
I I I

'~. 09 :ASSOC:ARTICLE VI (2,d,4) LEAVES Delete subsection relative to insurance
: : deduct for special unpaid leave in excess of 2 days - retain max
: : of 5 days within 2 year period.
I
I

1/18/09 :BOARD ARTICLE VI - LEAVES Add " ..or designate" after each instance
: of II •• director of special education".
I
I

-4 ~~ : ASSOC ARTICLE VI - LEAVES : DELETE SEC 2.-\.,ANT. PROL. DIS. LE.~VE"
I
I
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