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INTRODUCTION.

My apology for the following observations is merely that
I have noticed from time to time, in the course of my
wanderings over this cricketing country, and in India, that
much money (to say nothing of trouble and worry), is
annually expended in making and improving ecricket
grounds. As far as T am aware, no practical treatise on
the subject has ever appeared in print; at all events I have
never come across one. 1 have thus been compelled to
trust to experience alone. And perhaps there is nothing
more interesting to the lover of cricket, than to observe
the different sorts of ground, good, bad, and indifferent,
which are met with in the course of a cricket season.
‘When a boy at school, T made a ground at home, which,
to begin with, was one of the worst I have ever come
across. By aseries of experiments, extending over five years,
I at length succeeded in turning that ground from a very
bad one into a very good one; but many a time I despaired
of ever making it good enough, even for practice. Since
then, I have gained some further experience on other
grounds. And of this T am certain, no amount of ex-
penditure can make a good ground, unless it is backed up
by ordinary common sense. While, on the other hand,
the best results can be obtained by a little method and
attention to details, without entailing more than a nominal
expense. The greater part of the matter contained in
these pages, is a reprint of articles that have appeared
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recently in the Field. They were written for the benefit
of village clubs, and must be taken as such. Economy is
the leading principle; and the various methods suggested
are simple in the extreme. With county cricket grounds
I do not wish to deal. As, however, a perfect wicket
cannot be improved upon (and I have known several
grounds perfect in every respect made by the methods
advocated in these pages), it would be gratifying to see an
improvement with regard to economy on some of our
leading grounds. The excellence of our county groundsis
undisputed, but we cannot help thinking that the same
results might have been obtained with a very much
smaller outlay.

During the last twenty-five years’ a great change has
come over the game of ecricket. The improvement in
grounds has effected it. In the old days at Lord’s, and
on most of the public grounds, the bowlers generally had
the best of it, now it is all the other way. Nothing but
bowling a good length, the use of the head, and the rare
power of breaking the ball on wickets that give little or
no assistance, are of any avail to dislodge a good batsman.

But while this great change has come over the game of
cricket as played at its best, village cricket remains in
much the same state as it was formerly. What is the
result ? Those counties in which there are few good
grounds are going gradually but surely backwards. Take
Gloucestershire as an example. I know no part of
England in which cricket is in a more backward state
than in the more rural parts of that county. Nor do I
know of a single really good ground within a radius of
fourteen miles from my own house. This means that
there are no young players coming on. How often one is
told of some local crack bowler with an average of two
runs per wicket! If he is asked to bowl on a good
wicket, he sends down nothing but half volleys and long
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hops, while the more he is hit, the faster he bowls. He
is accustomed to bowl on a bad ground, where any fast
ball may get a wicket, irrespective of length.

Surrey and Kent abound in good country grounds; in
Somersetshire of late years village grounds have been
much improved, although there is still room for more
improvement. Those counties that have the best grounds
will always turn out plenty of young professionals.
Amateurs are not affected so much by the state of the
grounds round their homes, as they generally learn their
cricket at school and college.

Bad grounds, in addition to spoiling many a promising
bowler, ruin batsmen. Their chance is ten times worse
than the bowler’s. ¢ Hard, and high, and often” is the
motto, and as there are no runs to be made by hitting
along the ground, and the danger to life and limb exceeds
the pleasure of making a few runs, there is no wonder
that scientific batting is seldom seen on bad grounds.

With a little time and trouble, and with an outlay of a
very few pounds, country grounds can be brought, at all
events as far as the pitch is concerned, to a high state
of excellence. Good grounds mean good players. We
should therefore be glad to see something done towards
equalising the conditions under which county and village
matches are played. If this little work, imperfect as it
is, should be the means whereby some improvement is
made in our village pitches, especially in the more rural
parts of England, the author will be amply rewarded for
his pains.

ABLINGTON MANOR, FAIRFORD,
March 27th, 1895.
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THE

Improvement of Cricket Grounds.

CHAPTER 1.

THE CAUSE OF SLOW GROUNDS.

Ocroser and November are the months during which
cricket grounds ought to be made or improved. Nowadays
nearly every village has its ground ; but the majority of
such grounds are so rough that those who play on them are
prevented from attaining to any excellence at the game.
Our object is to show that, by attention to a few simple
rules, it is within the reach of every village to have a really
good cricket pitch without any great expenditure,

Not long ago the following question was asked in the
Field columns: “ How is it possible to make a slow ground
into a fast one?” Now, as grounds are slow for at least
three different reasons, the answer to this cannot be given
until some knowledge is obtained of the nature of the soil
on which the ground is situated. Tt is necessary therefore
to deal with the three main causes, and, doubtless, under
one of the headings this question will be answered.

Grounds are slow for one of the three following reasons:

1. The soil is too light.

2. The grass on the pitch is too thick.

3. The drainage is bad.



2 The Improvement of Cricket Grounds.

The first is the commonest evil of the three; it is at the
same time very easy to remedy. Light sandy soil is the
worst in every way for a cricket pitch. No amount of
rolling will ever get it to bind together sufficiently to make
either a fast or a true wicket. The reason of this is
obvious. These porous soils do not hold the rain. As
fast as it comes down the water soaks through, and leaves
the surface as dry as ever. A good slow ground is just as
good as a fast one, provided it be true. But a sandy pitch
is hardly ever true. One day’s hot sun is quite sufficient
to make a pitch of this sort absolutely rotten. For the
first half hour of a match it may play fairly true. Then
ball after ball begins to go wrong. One will get up
straight, another will hang, a third will keep low. There
is no solidity about the wicket, and so it goes to pieces.
By the simple method of top-dressing the centre of the
ground with clay, this state of things may be remedied.
Indeed, a sandy ground may be easily turned from a very
bad ground into a very excellent one, and the trouble and
expense need not be great.

All soils consist almost entirely of sand and clay. The
best natural soils for cricket grounds are those which
contain a good percentage of clay. Whereas a sandy soil
has only from 1 to 10 per cent. of clay, a clay loam has
from 70 to 90 per cent. The best grounds are those which
are situated on a loamy soil, which contains about 50 per
cent. of clay. If, therefore, sandy grounds are dressed
with stiff clay, the two soils combined will give just about
the right consisteney to the pitch.

MzerHOD OoF ToP-DrEssiNg A PircH THAT 18 BAD AND
SANDY, IN OrpER To MAkE 1T FasT AND TRUE.

Some time in October or November several cartloads of
clay, or soil that contains a good percentage of clay, should
be procured and taken to the middle of the cricket field.
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Clay can be obtained in nearly every part of England, and
is most inexpensive. Having got the clay on to the pitch,
it should be strewed about in Iumps, and left until, by the
action of the frosts, it has become brittle. It should then
be broken up as small as possible, until a layer of clay dust
has been formed all over the part of the ground that is
being dressed. The depth of this dressing should not be
less than half an inch nor more than one and a half inches.
It is important for the clay to be put on deep enough, as
there must be no part of the original soil that is not com-
pletely covered ; but too much clay will kill the grass.
When once the clay has been broken up nothing more
need be done until the following spring. With rainy
weather the grass will soon come through the clay. By
the following March there will be plenty of good grass on
the part that was dressed. Moderate rolling is all that is
now required. A heavy roller should not at first be used;
clay is apt to be very sticky in the winter and early spring,
and a hand roller is all that is needed. TUnlike other soils,
stiff clay does not require a great deal of rolling. The
grass may be injured or killed through being compressed into
the clay, and the pitch will become too bare. It is needless
to add that no rolling should take place until plenty of
grass has come up. A few days’ hot sun has the effect of
turning soft clay when rolled into the most beautiful wicket
imaginable; when there is only an inch of clay on the
surface and sand underneath the drainage is always excel-
lent ; for this reason these pitches are, on the whole,
preferable to any other. A ground that is formed entirely
of clay will be very good in dry weather, but in wet it
often becomes too soft to play on. TLord’s is an instance
of this, The depth of the clay on that ground is sufficient
to prevent ecricket being played there on days when on
many grounds it is quite possible, In 1892 and 1893
Lord’s was at its best, owing to the continual fine weather.
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So simple and cheap is this method of improving bad
‘grounds, that it is within the reach of village cricket clubs
.and of every owner of a cricket ground.

Tt is necessary to add that, after three or four years, it
will be advisable to repeat the operation, as worms will
have brought some of the sand up to the surface. Afterthe
first application the dressing need not be put on quite so
deep. Omn some grounds a very thin sprinkling of clay is
sometimes used ; this is a very bad plan, as the ball will
come different paces; there will be small patches of clay
on some parts of the pitch, and no clay at all on others.
‘Where economy is an object, only enough ground for a few
pitches should be dressed. In dry weather these clay
wickets are so durable that match after match can be
played on the same spot. When once they have got hard
they will be just as good at the end of a three days’ match
as they are at the beginning. In very wet weather it is
advisable to play on the original soil, and several wickets
should be prepared on that part of the ground that has
not been dressed. On wet days a sandy pitch plays a great
deal better than it does in fine weather, and no amount of
rain will make it unfit to play on. The clay, on the other
hand, becomes rather sticky after much rain, and it should,
therefore, be reserved for fine weather. But so well does
the sand underneath it drain the ground, that one fine day
is generally sufficient to make the pitch fast again, even
after very heavy rain.

It will be found when once these dressed wickets have
got hard that the ball will come along at a tremendous
pace from the pitch, but will never “get up” badly.
Occasionally, as at Lord’s, balls will keep rather low, but
this does not matter; back-play is almost entirely dispensed
with on these lightning wickets, and the chances are much
in favour of meeting the ball with forward play.

It is difficult to explain why some balls keep so low on
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these clay grounds; they do not exactly shoot, but come
along at a great pace an inch or two above the ground.

It is only during the last ten years that this method of
dressing sandy grounds with an inch or more of clay has
been widely adopted. Even now there are hundreds of
grounds in England where it ought to be made use of. Tt
is extraordinary how few ground-men are aware of the
beneficial effects of top-dressing poor soils. We have
known cases of sandy grounds being entirely relaid at
enormous expense, an operation which is generally useless.
In places like Aldershot, where the whole country is sand,
a cricket ground worthy of the name cannot be made
unless the centre of the ground has a top-dressing of clay,
and many places in that neighbourhood could be pointed
to where excellent wickets are prepared by this method.

If strict attention is paid to details, this method is
certain to be successful. The consideration of the two
other causes of slow wickets connected with the grass and
drainage must be left for discussion in another chapter,
when a few observations will be made on the treatment of

«cricket grounds generally.



CHAPTER IL
OTHER CAUSES OF SLOW GROUNDS.

Wauen there is a thick growth of grass on a pitch the soil
is protected from the drying influence of the sun and wind.
Again, thickly covered wickets are very retentive of
moisture ; not only will the dew remain on them all day
long, but rain will not evaporate freely. Such grounds
will often take many weeks’ fine weather before they
become hard and fast; wher.as under the influence of a
hot sun they should be fast in three days.

It is not unusual to find, on examining a wicket just
before a match, that much rolling has taken place previous
to the mowing machine being used. Two great evils result
from this error on the part of the ground man. In the
first place, so much grass is rolled down flat that when the
mowing machine goes over the pitch the knife takes very
little off ; secondly, although the wicket may appear to the
eye to be perfectly level, there may be dozens of small holes
in it. These holes may have been merely filled up with
grass, and until play begins their existence may never be
suspected. Unless the ground be very wet, it is impossible
to roll out holes when the grass over them is thick and
matted.

Another disadvantage in having too much grass on a
pitch is that there will always be something for the ball to
catch hold of. So that, even if there are no holes, the
bowler will be able to get a good deal of work on the ball.

Whether this cause of slow grounds is due to the above
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mistake on the part of those who look after them—or
whether the grass is naturally too thick—the following
treatment will generally be found effectual, simple though
it may appear.

‘When a ground is being got ready for a match—an
operation that ought to take place fully three days before
the wicket is to be used—the first thing to be done is to
mow off as much grass as possible with a hand machine,
set very low. A large mowing machine drawn by a horse
is of no use where the grass is much matted. It is no use
running the machine once or twice up and down the pitch,
as is generally considered sufficient. Tt will be found that
the tenth time over, the knife will still be cutting off a
certain amount of grass. If there is still too much grass
on, though the machine no longer cuts it, the pitch should
be well brushed with a broom, and then cut again. An
immense amount of grass can thus be cut off; and there
are very few grounds that will not become fast if thus
treated, always provided that the other conditions of soil
and drainage are favourable. For the sun will now be able
to get at the soil.

A close inspection of the centre of the ground at Lord’s
will show that there is so little grass on the actual pitch,
that the wicket is like asphalt in dry weather; if there
was a thick carpet of grass to protect the clay from the
sun, Lord’s would very seldom be fast.

It has already been said that wickets should be prepared
fully three days before a match. On properly managed
grounds all the rolling should have been done in February
and March. As, however, this paper is not written for
the benefit of those who look after first-class grounds, so
much as for those who have the management of village
or private grounds, the fact has to be taken into considera-
tion that the preparation of the wicket is often put off
till within a few days of a match. It should be apparent

B
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to everyone that an hour’s rolling in February, when the
ground is really wet, will do more good than a whole
day’s rolling in May. Nevertheless, it is very seldom that
any but public grounds are prepared early enough in the
Season.

Tt is a great mistake to drag an enormous roller up and
down a pitch for any length of time the day before a
match is to be played. TIf a hard and fast wicket is
required, it is a still greater mistake to use a heavy roller
for half an hour or more just before a match. Such
treatment is very likely to make the ground slow; for on
most of the best grounds it is always possible that heavy
rolling will bring water up to the surface, unless there has

- been a long spell of fine weather. Grounds are generally
at their best when they have just become fast, after a few
fine days following heavy rain. It is in this state, when
they are neither too dry nor too wet, that heavy rolling is
apt to render them slow again. The writer has often
played on grounds where the pitch has been spoilt in this
way, while the fielding portion has been quite fast. It
will be seen from the above remarks why it is important
to prepare a wicket at least three days before a match.
Ten minutes’ mowing with a machine should be all that
is required to be done to a pitch on the day of a match.

The removal of all weeds from the pitch should be
carefully carried out in the winter. Plantains should
never be allowed to remain. If this is done there will
seldom be too much grass left.

Returfing will have to be resorted to if continual cutting
will not take the grass off a pitch. It is unnecessary to
explain how to lay down turf, as the process is generally
well understood. It may be mentioned, however, that
the new turf should be procured, if possible, from a
common, and should be made up of fine grass, free from
weeds and clover.

|
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Too little grass on a wicket is a bad thing. Grounds
that are quite bare are sometimes apt to crumble; the
roots of the grass help to hold the soil together. ‘Where
there is very little grass it should not be contmuallj.r mown
close, but should be encouraged as much as possible, or
the sun will very soon kill it.




CHAPTER IIIL

CONCERNING DRAINAGE AND OTHER
MATTERS.

Excepr for county matches or where money is no object,
so long as water does not stand on the pitch sufficiently
to prevent play mo attempt shouwld be made to improve
drainage. TFor a one-day match a slow pitch is just as good
as a fast one, provided it be trne. Moreover, a wet ground
can very soon be rolled down—a great advantage on
village grounds, where frequently nothing is done to a
wicket until just before play begins. A slow, true wicket
can always be produced at short notice on these wet
grounds ; whereas, if the drainage is good, a village
ground is apt to be exceedingly dangerous.

When a cricket ground has once been made in low-
lying meadows, it is best to put up with a slow wicket or
make a new ground somewhere else, rather than attempt
to improve the drainage. Should, however, in spite of the
trouble and expense involved, anyone be desirous to make
a fast wicket in a badly drained field, there are two
courses open to him, The ground may be drained by
means of pipes, or some of the heavy soil in the centre of
the ground may be removed, and a lighter and more
porous soil substituted. The system of draining with
pipes is fully described in all the leading works on
agriculture, and it is therefore unnecessary to deal with it
here. As a general rule, if carried out properly, it will
have the desired effect of making the ground drier and
therefore faster.

Concerning Drainage and other Matters, 11

The second method of draining is briefly this. The
centre of the ground, where the wickets are usually
pitched, must be taken up and the soil dug out to a con-
siderable depth. It is impossible to set down exactly how
much soil ought to be removed, so much depends on the
depth of the soil and the nature of the subsoil; but,
where the soil is heavy—as it will be in nine cases out of
ten when the drainage is insufficient—the more soil
removed the better.

Supposing that a foot or more of clay or loam has been
removed, a layer of chalk or light sandy soil must now be
put down. The depth of this will, of course, depend on
the amount of soil that has been removed. TIf 1ft. of
original soil has been taken away, the layer of chalk* or
licht soil will be about 6in., and the remaining 6in. should
be filled up by the turf and a small portion of the heavy
soil that had been dug out.

Road-scrapings may be used for this purpose when chalk
or sand are not available, but they must not be put down
as a top dressing on sandy grounds ; they are far too light
and porous, and will cause any ground that is dressed with
them to become dusty and much given to crumbling.

One of the great difficulties that have to be faced in
substituting any of these porous substances for clay is that,
unless the soil is vigorously rolled and pounded, and unless
a considerable length of time is allowed to elapse before
the turf is re-laid, sinking is ultimately liable to occur.

For this reason we are far from advocating this method
of improving the drainage on a clay wicket; although
when time is no object, it can be carried out successfully.

In some cases it has been found advisable to postpone
the re-laying of turf for a whole year in order to allow the

* Chalk or ashes must be deposited at a greater depth from the surface than is
required when sand is used. Sand may be put down at a depth of 4in. only,
or even less.
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newly-laid material to settle. If, however, the work can
be commenced at the end of August, and as fast as the
new material is put down it is tightly rammed, and if the
surface is raised an inch or two above the rest of the
ground, the turf may be re-laid in the following December.

I have merely glanced at this remedy for badly drained
grounds, but I do not advise any village club to adopt it,
nor can the space be spared to deal fully with it. T repeat
that in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred no attempt need
be made to improve the drainage of cricket grounds. On
all grounds no method should be adopted that is not simple
in the extreme ; and, as this matter is somewhat complicated
and diffiecult to carry out successfully, it does not really
come within the scope of a treatise, the leading principles
of which are simplicity and economy.

It will be seen that this wicket is almost identical with
the one described in Chapter I, on the improvement of
light and sandy soils. In one case, clay is put on the
top of sand, because the sand by itself is incapable of
holding sufficient water; in the other, sand is deposited
under clay, because the clay does not allow sufficient
water to drain away. It cannot be said, however, that the
latter plan is to be recommended in the same way as the
former; it is far more expensive, and does not succeed so
invariably.

There is another occasion, however, when it is highly
advantageous to substitute soils; the converse of the
method I have just described. Many grounds are fiery and
dangerous owing to the soil being too shallow. Gravel
will be found at a depth of 3in. or 4in, from the surface ;
and in order fo remedy this defect 6in. or more of this
gravel must be removed and loam substituted. A foot of
loam on the top of gravel subsoil is an ideal foundation
for a ericket pitch.,

Some years ago part of the Christchurch ground at
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Oxford was treated in this way with very satisfactory
results. In dry weather this ground used to be very fiery,
and still remains so, except in that part which has been
improved by the substitution of loam for gravel ; a perfect
wicket is generally obtained on this ground when the
wickets are pitched on the improved portion of it.

There are one or two minor details which have not been
touched upon. Watering is a subject which is very often
but little understood. On grounds that have been properly
prepared in the spring, watering should never be necessary,
except in a drought. If the soil is a stiff one, the water
should be put on the ground at least five days hefore a
match, and the rolling should be done as soon as possible
after the water has soaked in. It is a good plan to put
the water on late at night, and to commence rolling early
the following morning. If a fast wicket is required, heavy
rolling should not take place within three days of the
wicket being required.

Tt is often laid down, as a hard and fast rule, that no
ground should be watered on the day of a match. When
a wicket is bad and sandy this rule does not hold good;
for 1the only way to obtain a moderately good wicket,
without top-dressing with clay, is to water freely on the
morning of a match, or at latest the evening before, and to
roll almost simultaneously. By this means the sand may
be induced to hold together for a time; and the wetter a
sandy wicket is the better it plays.

Watering on the day of a match sounds like a very
desperate remedy, and it is certainly one that will not
recommend itself to many people. But anyone who has
played on a real sandy wicket, will agree with me that
from a batsman’s point of view, a worse state of things

could not possibly be imagined.

Water of course should not be put on to a ground,
except in the early morning or in the evening, unless the
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day be a cloudy ome. It is a waste of time watering a
ground when the sun is shining brightly, as most of the
water evaporates. Besides which, the grassis very liable
to become scorched and die.

Another detail that is sometimes overlooked is the
removal from the pitch of the small heaps of earth which
worms have raised. If these are not removed by the
mowing machine, or swept away, they will very often
make spots on the wicket, and cause it to be very bumpy
and dangerous. These worm-heaps are the ruination of
many wickets that would otherwise be perfect. In wet
weather they make little or no difference. But when the
ground has just become hard, to roll them is the greatest
mistake. The earth cannot be pressed back into the soil,
and is therefore rolled down on to the surface, and a series
of small lumps are thereby formed, often hardly noticeable
at first sight, but very apparent when play begins. On
clay or loamy grounds, worm-heaps, besides making the
ball bump, are extremely likely to kill the herbage under-
neath them, should they be rolled tightly down. Thus,
unless rain falls within a few days or the ground is
watered, bare spots will result. These spots, even
supposing they can be rolled down quite flat, are very
likely to crumble. If they do the ball will come different
paces and will often keep very low after pitching. One
has only to take a cricket ball and let it drop once or
twice on to a spot of this kind, to find how very soon that
spot will be broken up into dust. No soil will stand the
wear-and-tear of cricket unless there is some grass to hold
it together; and those spots that are not held together by
the roots of the grass will always be the first to crumble.
I have dwelt on this point at some length because it is
one of the most important of the many details that must
be attended to, more especially on clay grounds. A
ground man, who is rightly considered an authority on
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the subject, told me last summer that he made a point of
rolling these worm-heaps down, as they bound the pitch
together ; I cannot agree with this theory, as T hold that
any soil to be really binding must be held together by the
roots of grass; and on any ground with which T had to
do, T should always insist on the small mowing-machine
(with collecting box on) being used, instead of the roller;
by which means the heaps are entirely removed. While
on the subject of mistakes that lead to bad wickets, there
is a rather common practice in country places of trying to
get rid of holes in a pitch by raising the surrounding turf
with a fork and pounding it down again. There is no
objection to this process if it is carried out a week before
the wicket is required ; but on the morning of the match it
is fatal. Pounding has the same effect as a heavy roller.
The water is squeezed up, and those spots that have been
5o treated become soft and treacherous, while the rest of
the pitch may play fast and true.

The author recollects a man who had a great, heavy
implement specially made for this purpose; and on the
morning of a match he used it freely, with the result that
his pitch always presented a series of surprises to the
unsuspecting batsman, that few were able to withstand.

When a wicket has been properly prepared three or four
days before it is required, there will seldom be any holes
to be seen on it on the day of a match. Certainly there is
the chance of heelmarks damaging it in the interval should
the ground be very soft; in which case the roller must be
used and will be found sufficient. For in rainy weather,
when the ground is thoroughly soft, the rule we have laid
down with regard to keeping the roller off the wicket for a
few days previous to a match hardly applies. Tt is only
applicable when there is every chance of a hard wicket.

Passing now to the question of mending a ground,
that is to say, filling up holes made by the bowlers in the
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course of play, it may be stated that new turfs should be
filled in at the earliest opportunity, unless the holes are
quite shallow ; the roller will then be all that is required.

With regard to bare places, caused by the ordinary
wear-and-tear of cricket, little need be said. The grass
will generally grow again without any treatment being
required.

If, either at the beginning of the cricket season or later
on, it is thought desirable to sow some seeds, care must
be taken to loosen the soil by raking; the surface of a
cricket pitch becomes too hard after rolling to allow of
seeds taking root, unless it is well raked ; a little mould
may be sprinkled over the sown parts, and the roller
must be passed over them once or twice but no more.
Our experience is that it is most difficult to get seeds
to grow on that part of a ground that is being rolled
continually. Tt is necessary, therefore, to leave the sown
parts absolutely alone until the young shoots are well up,
and even then it must be remembered that heavy rolling
is liable to damage them. Never sow clover on ‘a cricket
ground, it holds moisture terribly. True, it gives a nice
green appearance to a pitch, but this is no real advantage.

CHAPTER IV.
ON MAKING CRICKET GROUNDS.

In choosing the site for a cricket ground, the first thing
to be done is to get the best possible light. It is, of
course, necessary that the sun should not be directly
behind the bowler’s arm towards evening, and the wickets
must, therefore, he pitched north and south rather than
cast and west. If possible, let a spot be chosen that
stands higher than the surrounding country. In this
case the light will very often be good, and, in addition to
this, the ground will be better drained and more likely to
play fast. It must be remembered that the best possible
light is found on those grounds where there are neither
houses nor trees immediately behind the bowler’s arm, and
where the open sky is the only background. This is only
to be found on high ground, or on large, open commons ;
nevertheless, it is generally possible to avoid having to
make a ecricket ground on a spot that is completely
surrounded by large trees. Where bowling screens are
used to improve the light, they should be at least 12ft.
high and 16 yards wide, and at a distance of not more
than 80 yards from the batsman at the far end. It is
better that no canvases should be used unless they can
be made high enough to answer the purpose for which
they are meant. (See Appendiz.)

Having settled the question of light, the next step in
making a cricket ground is to lay the turf for the pitch.
This is a very much simpler process than is generally
supposed. Given an ordinary grass field, well-drained
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enough for agricultural purposes, there ought to be no
great outlay required. All that should be necessary is to
take up the turf, level the soil underneath, and replace the
old turf again. A piece of ground 24 yards square is
ample to give twelve different wickets during the season,
and those twelve wickets should be capable of being played
on at least twice.

In nine cases out of ten the original turf is good
enough to put down again, provided it is properly treated
after it has been laid. Should it be of bad quality, full
of weeds, and the soil poor and sandy, it is strongly
advisable to procure turf from a common for making the
wickets. There is nothing like good down turf; it is not
always to be procured, unfortunately, and there will, of
course, be the extra expense of carting it, should there be
any to be got close at hand. The extra outlay, however,
will generally be found well worth while. Whether the
original turf is used, or down turf is imported, it is
advisable to take out as many weeds as can be found in
it. Plantains are the worst weeds of all, and dandelions,
crowfoot or buttercup, and thistles are very undesirable,
Daisies are of course bad where they exist in large
quantities o the exclusion of sound herbage, but a few
do very little harm. Weeds are certain to appear again
the following summer, however thoroughly they may
appear to be eradicated in the previous autumn, Many
roots, invisible in October, will spring into life ; but there
should be no difficulty in keeping them down, provided
that all that can be found in the autumn are dragged out.

Of all the causes of bad and dangerous wickets, and of
all the sources of annoyance to those who look after
cricket grounds, by far the greatest is the common or
garden ¢ plantain.” It is the kind with broad leaves that
is so harmful. There are no less than three different ways
in which the plantain exercises a damaging influence on a
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cricket pitch. The first and foremost is, that whenever a
ball pitches on the centre or heart of the plant something
unpleasant for the batsman is certain to happen. A rap
on the fingers is the most common result, but on the other
hand, it may be a “shooter.” Secondly, no grass will
grow under their broad leaves, and therefore every plantain
on a pitch means a bare patch, often of some size.
Thirdly, the soil under those leaves will remain soft long
after the rest of the ground has become hard and dry;
result—the ball will come off these spots at a different
pace. Many are the remedies that have been suggested
from time to time, from the ingenious contrivance* invented
by (I believe) Mr. Mark Napier, down to the application
of table salt. By the former the plantain is extracted
root and all, together with a neatly cut piece of turf two
or three inches deep ; the hole is then filled in by another
neatly cut turf of exactly the same size, and cut out from
some other part of the field by the same instruyment. I
have always adopted the simple plan of cutting off the
leaves of the plantain, and applying a little common salt
to the root. But I have fortunately never been very much
troubled with these weeds. They should be cut out when
very small, in the spring, as fast as they appear, together
with the roots, and if a careful look out is kept for
the appearance of small plantains, and they are fre-
quently kept in check throughout the summer, they
will never grow large enough to give much trouble.
It is because they are neglected when first they
appear, that they become so troublesome in the cricket
season. A large plantain cannot very well be cut out
in dry weather in the middle of the summer, as more
harm than good may be done to the pitch. Much may
be done to prevent the presence of a few plantains on a

* The ** Napier-Cunningham Spud.”
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wicket being specially harmful, by a careful and judicious
choice in pitching the stumps. Avoid having them any-
where near the “ blind ” spot, which is, roughly speaking,
about three yards in front of the block-hole.

TFor the benefit of those who are troubled with plantains
on their ericket grounds, we insert the following from
the “ Rural Almanac” for 1895 :

DEsTROYING PLANTAINS.—Various remedies which have been
found efficacions : A little paraffin poured on the centre of the plant.
Sulphuric acid carefully applied with an iron skewer right down
the heart of the plant; without care injury may be done to the grass.
Cut off the head of the plantain and pour a- little paraffin into
the white root thus exposed.——Pour a small quantity of oil of
vitriol into & cup, and apply with a bradawl, with which, after dipping
it into the vitriol, pierce the crown of the plant. Gureat care should
be exercised in using oil of vitriol.

I have never had occasion to try any of these remedies,
having found common salt answer the purpose; but in
this case, the grass may be injured if the salt is allowed
to fall on it to any extent. A remedy for moss taken
from the same source :

Sulphate of iron has been found efficacious in removing moss from
lawns, care being taken that too strong a dose is not given. The
average quantity is 651b. for 100 square yards. Use the sulphate in solu-
tion, which should be made of soft water, at the rate of 11h. of sulphate
to two gallons of water. Make it just before it is to be used. It
may be applied at any season of the year. The sulphate is known to
be acting when the moss turns black. If this does not happen, a
gecond application is necessary. As moss generally indicates poor-
ness of soil, it will be necessary, after it is destroyed, to apply a top
dressing of soil with which have been incorporated some rotten
manure and wood ashes, and to sow some fresh lawn seed. Plantains
should be dug up before the top dressing is applied.

As turf becomes very brittle in frosty weather, a start
should be made early in October to make a new ground,
and by the middle of November the work should be
practically completed. There are, generally, one or two
men in every locality who thoroughly understand the
laying of turf. The difficulty is to find a man who will
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keep the ground in order when it is made. After the turf
has been removed by the turf-cutter, each piece being as
much as possible of the same thickness, care must be
taken to prepare a sound, level bed of soil on which to put
it down again. A spirit-level, one or two iron rakes, a flat
board or pole of some length, and a small roller, are the
implements required. Strings drawn from end to end of
the square and fastened by means of pegs, will be an
additional help in making a level bed. When the turf is
put down it must be tightly packed, and every small
crack must be carvefully filled in. Pounding and rolling
is all that is required to finish the work.

The above remarks apply to the making of ecricket
grounds on fields that are properly drained. The question
of drainage should not come in to the making of a ericket
ground, for a properly drained field should always he
chosen at the start. If it is found necessary to make a
ground in a field that is not sufficiently drained, the
matter should be put into the hands of a competent
agriculturist, and when it has been set right, it will be
quite time enough to start the operations necessary for
making a ericket ground.



CHAPTER V.

ON MAKING GROUNDS (Continued).

TuE plan of putting down ashes or chalk is absolutely
useless on a properly drained field, and it is only in towns
or in certain low-lying districts that it is necessary to
start making a ground in a field that is not properly
drained. Ashes are sometimes put down with the idea of
getting rid of moss; manuring, or the use of a small iron
rake and a little lime in the spring of the year will
generally get rid of most of the moss on a pitch, and,
provided the grass is kept short all the summer, there will
be very little moss during the cricket season, Ashes, to
be of any use, must be put down at a depth of 6in. or
8in. from the surface, and to accomplish this the ground
will have to be dug out to a considerable depth. This
involves a lot of trouble and expense in labour, as
anybody will find out if he will dig out the soil to the
depth of 1ft. on a piece of ground 24 yards square, There
are many grounds in England that are rendered unfit
to play on because ashes have been put down and are
constantly working up to the surface, and this is the great
danger in using them.

If it is thought desirable to have the fielding ground
almost as good as the actual pitch, this can be accom-
plished in a very short time by the use of a heavy roller.
It is a great mistake to take up the turf for the mere
purpose of improving the fielding ground. A few weeks’
rolling in February, and the use of the mowing machine in
April, will transform any flat field that has been previously
fed by sheep into a lawn. That lawn probably would
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be unfit for a cricket pitch, as most lawns are; but for
fielding it would be quite excellent. Returfing should
never be necessary for fielding purposes in the country,
where there ought to be no difficulty in finding a field
flat enough for the purpese. In a town it may be
necessary to take any sort of field that may be convenient
and easy of access, and it may be then necessary to go to
great expense in levelling the whole field. It is mot
generally known, however, what an immense amount of
difference a roller will make to a field, and we have known
excellent grounds made without any returfing at all.

Should the soil be a very dry and porous one, after the
turf has been relaid on the part of the field that is intended
for pitches, a top-dressing of clay or loam will be
necessary. The method of using clay as a dressing for
sandy soils was fully described in a former article. It
cannot be too strongly pointed out that, unless every
detail in the treatment then advocated is strictly carried
out, failure may be the result. An inch of clay all over
the pitch should be ample. Great care must be taken not
to put the dressing on too thick, otherwise the grass may
be killed and never come through. The bush-harrow is
sometimes used on a dry, frosty day, to work the clay
into the ground, but it should be used sparingly. The
roller is, of course, fatal.

I mention this as not long since a case was brought to
my mnotice in which a man, acting without instructions,
rolled a piece of ground that had been dressed with clay,
before the grass had come through. The result was that
no grass came up, for it was unable to force its way
through the rolled clay, and the pitch was almost as bare
as a turnpike road all the year. Despite this fact, the
ground played infinitely better than it bad in its previous
sandy state. Most people, however, like to see a certain
amount of grass on a wicket, so it cannot be too strongly

c
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impressed on those who have the care of grounds that
pitches that have been dressed with clay must be left alone
until plenty of grass has come through. Onsome grounds
that were found to be too dry for a cricket pitch the plan
has been adopted of taking up the turf and putting a bed
of clay underneath. This is a very expensive process, and
not half so effective as using a shallow top-dressing, for the
sandy turf was allowed to remain on the surface, and very
little improvement was effected.

The fact is, thousands of pounds are wasted year by
year on cricket grounds. Grounds are returfed over and
over again, only to become worse, if possible, than they
were before. “The reason is not far to seek. Men who
play ericket and have grounds of their own will not, as a
rule, bother their heads about the management of them.
They leave it to the professionals, who, with a few notable
exceptions, are often sadly unobservant. They do not
seem to use their heads in the least, nor will they learn
and benefit by experience. It is an extraordinary thing
that out of the thousands who play the game well so few
are able to manage their own grounds. A ground is
getting worse and worse every year, breaks up quickly, and
plays abominably, and the usual comment is, ¢ The turf is
old and rotten, the whole thing wants relaying.”

Now, everybody should at least know that turf cannot
be too old. A common gives the finest turf in the world
for a cricket ground, because the turf has never been
relaid within the memory of living man. Depend upon it,
a ground that is rotten will only become worse if it is
taken up and laid down again. All that is required to
make it a perfect wicket is a dressing of clay or loam, and
until those who have the management of such grounds
discover the fact that it is to the sandy nature of the soil that
are to be attributed more than half the bad cricket grounds
to be met with, there will never be any improvement.

OHAPTER VI.

COST OF CRICKET GROUNDS.

I uave often been asked to state what amount of money
ought to suffice to make a good cricket ground. Naturally,
the cost will vary very much according to circumstances,
In some parts of England labour is very cheap, in others
very dear. Then, again, it may sometimes be necessary to
choose a field on account of its being convenient of access,
rather than because it is specially adapted for a cricket
ground. To make a ground in the immediate neighbour-
hood of a town, or in any locality which is very hilly,
is no doubt in some instances likely to prove expensive.
Much levelling, and even draining, may be necessary. On
the other hand, where no restrictions exist, and where,

.as is generally the case, there is a large choice of

ground available, a cricket ground can be made, and
made well, at a small expense. It is not often thav
much will have to be done in the way of drainage, for
when a pitch has once been made, the grass on it is, or
ought to be, kept short by the use of the hand mowing-
machine, and the surface of the soil will be kept dry
by exposure to the sun and wind. It does not there-
fore follow, that a field that remains soft throughout
the summer in its natural state cannot be made into a
good cricket ground. The protection afforded to the soil
by a thick growth of grass, such as is to be found in most
pastures in summer, will be quite sufficient to make a
field soft. Should that grass be removed once a week by
the machine, there is every likelihood of the ground
c2
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becoming quite hard and dry. Let no one, therefore, be
deterred from making a ground in a field that is well
adapted for the purpose, except that it at first sight
appears rather too soft.

Many a ground that is flooded in winter, may be quite
hard and dry in the cricket season. At the moment at
which we write the * playing fields” at Eton are for the
most part under water. Yet in fine weather in summer
most of the grounds play fairly fast, though, as far as we
are aware, none have been specially treated in the way of
drainage except ¢ Upper Club.”

Contrary to general opinion, grounds that lie close to
the bank of a river are not invariably slow. For the river
fulfils the purpose for which it was meant, and drains
the land through which it flows. Last winter, I made a
ground on the banks of the Coln in Gloucestershire, and
the actual pitch was laid about eighty yards from the
stream, and not more than 18 inches above the level of
the water. Nothing was done to the pitch, except that
the turf was taken wup and put down again in the
ordinary way, and we were told on all sides that the
ground would be a terribly slow one. However, the
drainage turned out to be so good that for our first match
at the end of April we had to water the wicket artificially !
April was of course a very dry month, but the soil and
sub-soil in this instance happened to be exceedingly well
adapted for a cricket ground, there being about a foot of
rich mould, covering a gravel sub-soil. A ground close to
a river may often be a slow one, but the reason will
probably be found to be one of the three to which we
have already devoted a chapter. Either the soil is stiff
clay to a great depth, or is very light and sandy, or
thirdly, there may be so much grass on it, that the soil
never gets the benefit of the sun and wind. In nine
cases out of ten No. 1 is the cause. A slow ground, if

—
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caused by too much moisture, at all events has the
advantage of being easily worked. The roller can always
be used with effect, and therefore a great deal of time is
thereby saved in preparing for a match. .

To put down any figure, as the exact amount required
to make a ground, is, obviously, impossible. All that can
be done is to give the results of individual experience,
under certain well-defined conditions. I will therefore
take, as an instance, a field that was naturally well
adapted for the purpose; that is to say, it presented a
level surface, and the turf was good enough to lay down
again for pitches. The cost of labour is variable, but,
ceeteris paribus, a more or less definite basis can be formed
of the outlay required in a large majority of cases. For
it is seldom difficult to find a field that is favourable in
the two conditions named above.

In the following instance a piece of ground 24 yards
square was taken up and relaid in the usual way. Then
the whole ground (160 yards square) was heavily rolled
day after day, until it was flat enough to take the mowing
machine, and after April 1st was mown every week. It
soon became very difficult, save by a careful serutiny,
to detect any difference between the part that was laid
down and that which had only been rolled. The differ-
ence, however, became very apparent when practice took
place, and it was soon found that the outer portion,
though excellent for fielding, was not true enough for
batting.

This ground, on the whole, was as good as most of the
county grounds in England, and quite upholds our theory
that, given favourable conditions, the actual cost of
making a first-class ground need not amount to £20, It
must be borne in mind that this sum refers only to the
actual preparation of the ground ; and that the real causes
of heavy outlay in starting a cricket-club consist in such
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items as building pavilion, and buying tents, scoring-
boards and other necessary implements.

The cost of the ground® in question was as follows,
roughly speaking :

I. To wages of 6 men for 8 days taking up turf,
levelling the soil and ca.rafully relsymg, at

2s. 6d. per man per day .. £6 0 0

II. Wages of 2 men for 4 days weadmg, pon.ndmg-,
and rolling... 100

III. Hiro of horse, roller, a.né man for 20 days n.t 55
a day .. . 5 0 0
£12 0 0

As the last item of £5 was connected with the fielding
ground, it may be said, for the benefit of small clubs,
that the cost of making the actual pitch was £7. A
square of the size suggested should give ample room for a
dozen matches, as well as practice wickets. For unless
there is something radically wrong with the ground, each
pitch should be capable of being played on at least twice.
Should the soil be a poor one, a dressing of clay or loam
can be added with great advantage, if it can be procured
near at hand. The additional cost in such a case would
only be £2 or £3. It is to be presumed, of course, that
the ground is laid in October, which is far the best month
for the work. It is seldom one finds good out-fielding in
country matches, unless the ground is attached to a
private house. The difficulty experienced by most village
clubs in the matter, is, that it entails an annual expen-
diture out of their reach. To begin with, a large mowing-
machine becomes a necessity, and a horse, besides a man
and a boy, will be required at least once a week to cut
the grass. Much can be done to improve out-fielding by

* Sizo of eentre square was 24 yards each way.
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allowing sheep to graze on the ground. They tread the
ground level, and encourage the finer grasses to grow ;
for there is no finer manure in the world than that
produced by cake-fed sheep. While in anything like a
dry season they will eat the grass down as short as if it
had been mown with the machine.

Making hay on a cricket ground is of course fatal to the
pitch, and even on the fielding part it does an immense
amount of damage. The grass, after being mown, becomes
so coarse and strong as to prevent the ball travelling along
the ground when it is hit. It is, in fact, the cause of the
style so often adopted in village matches—that of hitting
“hard, and high, and often.”

Too much stress camnot be laid upon the importance of
grazing sheep on a cricket ground, and, where no regular
man is kept to look after the ground and keep it mown,
they are of the greatest service in keeping the grass
short.

The expenditure necessary to start a cricket club seems
a little beyond the scope of our enquiry, dealing as it does
exclusively with the ground. There are certain implements,
however, which must be provided, and the cost of them
must be at least £10. They are—A mowing machine,
which can be bought for about £5, and a good large
roller, which can often be picked up second-hand for about
the same amount, if an agricultural roller is not objected
to. These are the implements that are absolutely necessary ;
fortunately they can often be borrowed. For it is seldom
that a village ericket ground is far from the  big house,”
and more often than not it is found in the grounds. Some-
times additional expense is caused by the necessity of
railing in the pitch to prevent cattle from encroaching ;
hurdles are perhaps the most economical kind of fence, but
care must be taken to fix them well into the ground and
strengthen them by means of stakes. The cost of a
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sufficient number of new wooden hurdles to serve the
purpose should not exceed £2. A cheap fence can be put
up composed of wire ; but we confess to a prejudice against
wire fencing, and have ‘always found hurdles answer quite
well. To sum up; under favourable conditions a ground
can be made, and a mowing-machine, roller, and fence
provided for the sum of £20. :

In the majority of cases the simple plan of taking up
the turf, levelling, and laying down the turf again, is all
that is required. In some cases, this may not even be
necessary, for it is often possible on commons or on clay
soils to make an excellent cricket ground by means of the
roller alone. Ashes, chalk, road - secrapings and other
things are often used in the laying of cricket grounds, even
though there may exist no possible reason for using them.
It is only on heavy clay soils, and where the drainage is
deficient, that it is necessary to substitute some porous
substance, such as chalk, in order to get the water to drain
away.

Elsewhere is given the method of putting down chalk or
ashes. As it entails a lot of trouble, and there is often a
difficulty in preventing the ground sinking after the turf
has been laid, village clubs and all those who are unable
to employ men who understand the work, will be very wise
in not attempting it. It is best either to find a drier field
or else to put up with a slow ground.

No trouble or expense in laying down cricket grounds
will be of any avail unless a certain amount of attention is
paid to them afterwards. If there is one golden rule that
ought, above all others, to be impressed upon those who
look after cricket grounds, it is this: The ground should
be rolled when if is soft, and the pitch should be prepared
in the spring and not the day before a match. This is the
secret of good wickets. If the bulk of the rolling is done
early in the year—in February or March—the turf will
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remain true till the end of the summer. During the
cricket season, the free use of the mowing machine and an
occasional roll will take away any slight unevenness caused
by worms or heels-marks.

In order to show how much can be done in a country
place, where labour is cheap, for a small outlay, I append
the following account of the work done in making a ground
in Gloucestershire :

Wages of six men for six weeks at 12s. £ s d.
a man per week ........coeiciiineiie.. 21120 0

The work done by these men was as follows:

. Grubbing up a high blackthorn hedge 130 yards long and
filling in the ditch.

2, Taking down and removing a stone cow-shed to hold three
cows.

3. Filling up an old gravel pit, varying in depth from 2ft. to
5ft. and about 30ft. square.

4. Taking up and carefully relaying the turf in the centre of
the ground. Sizeof partlaid for wickets was 22 yards by
12 yards. Pounding and rolling same.

. Taking up turf, and picking away stones and earth o a depth
of 6in. in order to level a piece of ground about 25 yards
square on the fielding portion of the ground; wheeling
said stones and earth to the gravel pit, and carefully
relaying turf.

6. Taking up and levelling various small portions of the
ground that were uneven, and rolling all round.

[

I trust that none of my readers will now hesitate in
making a cricket ground because a few odd gravel-pits,
hedges, or cow-sheds are in the way !

In conclusion, it may be added that in a small village,
where strict economy may be necessary, a ground large
enough for playing half-a-dozen matches may be made for
less than a five-pound note. For this number of matches,
a piece of ground 22 yards by 10 yards is quite large
enough to lay down, while if there is no person in the
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village who can lay turf neatly, it may be advisable, rather
than have the pitch badly put down, to rely on rolling
alone. If a flat piece of ground can be found and a heavy
roller borrowed, half a dozen willing hands can make a
very good pitch in a few days if they set to work in
February and do not put it off till the ground is wanted
for play. And this will cost nothing except a few hours
labour.

H

CHAPTER VIL

INFLUENCE OF THE HEAVY ROLLER ON
PITCHES.

A prrFICcULT question often arises at the end of the first
innings of a cricket match, and it is sometimes no easy
matter for the captain to decide. It is simply whether
to put the heavy roller on the pitch for ten minutes or
not. Many a match is lost or won with the captain’s
decision on this point, and so much depends on circum-
stances that it is difficult to lay down any law on the
subject. There are, nevertheless, certain conditions of
the ground in which there ought to be no doubt.

For instance, a heavy roller should be used in the
following case: When a ground is thoroughly soft after
long continued rain, the side that goes in first will cut up
the wicket badly; the ball will cut a piece out of the
ground every time it pitches, and the bowlers will do
considerable damage at either end. TUnder rthese circum-
stances it is always to the advantage of the batsmen,
after all the broken bits of turf have been swept away,
to have a big roller on. But it ought not to be done if
the heavy roller is likely to bring so much water up to
the surface as to make the ground unfit for play. The
light roller would then answer the purpose equally well.
The reason for rolling under these circumstances is as
follows: When a ground is much cut up, the drier it
becomes the more difficult it will play. As long as it is
wet on the surface the ball will cut through and go



34 The Improvement of Cricket Grounds.

straight on to the bat. Should it be a fine day, with
either a hot sun or a good breeze, the surface of the soil
will dry to a certain extent; and if it be allowed to go
on drying all day the ball will begin to “catch hold™ of
the uneven surface and do extraordinary things. But the
heavy roller, besides making the pitch flat. also makes it
wet again, and the pitch will play easily until the sun or
wind begins to dry it. Grounds, whether slow or fast
by nature, always play faster than usual immediately
after or during rain. I am not considering this state
of things, but referring to those pitches which heavy rain
has had time to soak into and render slow. Nevertheless
the roller, by bringing up water, acts in the same sort of
way as rain, inasmuch as it makes the ball “cut through,”
and therefore makes it easier for the batsman to play.

Having endeavoured to explain when a heavy roller is
of use, I now pass on to an instance in which it ought
not to be used between the innings; when a ground,
though somewhat soft and difficult early in the day, but
not soft enough to cut up badly, is drying rapidly under
the influence of a hot sun, there is every chance of a hard
and fast wicket in the afternoon. Reference is not here
made to a regular nasty caking wicket, which occurs but
rarely, but one which has been drying for a day or so. In
this case only a very light roller should be used; the
heavy roller may bring up moisture and make the wicket
quite slow again, and perhaps (on a hot day) difficult.
To sum up, grounds play easily for the batsman when
they are either quite dry or quite wet ; therefore, it is the
duty of the captain whose side is going in to bat, to put
the heavy roller on when the ground is too saturated to
give any chance of a hard and fast wicket, and to keep it
off when there is such a chance.

The roller has in addition to the power of rolling up
water, also the power of rolling it down into the soil. Tt
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must therefore be strongly impressed on professionals, or
those who look after grounds, never to use the roller
immediately after rain. Many a fast wicket is rendered
slow by mistaken ideas on this subject. Water cannot
quickly get into a ground that is really hard, and the
chances are that if it is left alone the water will evaporate;
but rolling is very likely to squeeze it into the ground, and
make the pitch very much slower than it otherwise would
have been. This applies to grounds at all times, whether
before or during a match. Another occasion when the heavy
roller ought not to be used is on a crumbling wicket. No
good can be done by its use when a ground is in this state,
and it will probably crumble it all the more. When a
wicket is inclined to crumble, the broom must not be
applied too freely between the innings. I have seen the
whole surface-soil of a pitch swept away in clouds of dust
by a misguided groundman, and very queerly the wicket.
played in consequence.

CONCERNING CAKED AND DIFFICULT
WICKETS.

Once or twice during every season a man who plays
cricket regularly will find himself (if a batsman) in the
unenviable position of having to go in twice on the same
day on a wicket that is “caked.” That is to say, the
surface of the soil will have dried just to that extent at
which the greatest possible amount of “devil” will be
imparted to the ball, although the bowler may mnever in

“his life have been guilty of trying to put on any break or

spin of any sort. The author having on more than one
occasion at Lord’s and elsewhere found himself on this
sort of wicket bustling for specs.” (a common expression
among cricketers, which is best explained on paper by
writing down two 0's, and joining them with a dash of the
pen, so: 0—0), feels himself as well qualified as any man
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to make a few observations on caked wickets generally.
In the first place they are found, as a rule, on clay
grounds that are well-drained, and have very little grass
on them, the sort of ground in fact, which, taking the
whole season through, is the best and fastest. On pitches
with a thick covering of grass a caked wicket is seldom
seen, for bare clay bakes under the influence of a hot sun
and dries ten times as fast on the surface as those
grounds which are protected by a thick herbage. It is
not often that one is called upon to play on a real caked
wicket, because this sort of ground—if well drained—dries
so quickly that the difficult stage is soon passed, while
if they are inadequately drained they will generally
remain slow and easy. On showery days, with bright
intervals, clay wickets will often be difficult at times,
though, immediately after the showers, the ground may
play easily.

If you happen to be captaining a side, and you come
down to the ground on a fine summer’s day with the glass
steadily rising, and if there has been heavy rain
previously, you proceed to make a careful inspection of
the pitch. You have now to decide:

1. Whether the ground is too soft to be difficult (at all
events at first).

2. Whether it is hard enough to be fast and true.

3. Whether it is just dry enough to be caked.

Being a man of observation (as all good captains are)
you will not have much difficulty with the help of previous
experience in your decision, especially if you get somebody
to bowl a few balls down. In nine cases out of ten you
will see at a glance that the state of the ground is either
No. 1 or No. 2, and that it is likely to be in favour of the
batsman for the first hour or two, whatever may happen
after lunch. About twice in a season, if you play
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regularly, you will find a caking, difficult wicket. In all
three cases you will be desperately anxious to win the
toss in the first and second because you want to go in;
in the third because you don't want to be put in. Let it
be imagined that you are lucky enough to win the toss,
that it is a cloudless day, and you have reason to believe
the wicket is, or will shortly be, a caked and difficult one.
Put the other side in, even though they have far the
strongest batting side; for by doing so you will probably
win the match, About four o’clock you will go in on
a perfect wicket, and will have the satisfaction of reading
next day in the sporting papers of the feeble display of
your opponents and your own brilliant performance with
both ball and bat. Should you make a mistake, and put
the other side in on a difficult wicket, on a day which
though bright and fine in the morning turns out cloudy
later on, you may find by the time you have got the other
gide out that the ground is worse than ever. The match
may yet be won, if you will put the heaviest roller you can
get on 10 the wicket for the ten minutes interval. This
gives an easy, slow wicket for at least half an hour, during
which time your two first batsmen (with hitting orders)
will have put at least fifty runs on the board; and it is
more than likely, should the sun not come out again, that
you will have an easy wicket for the rest of the day. For
after rolling the ground will not dry quickly unless the
sun shines.

I might go on to enumerate other dodges by which
matches are won, and won fairly ; but we will merely con-
clude with a little advice to those who, without any desire
on their part, and with no experience, find themselves in
the unenviable position of captaining a side. We would
implore all such never to put the other side in, unless
they are absolutely sure that the exact conditions of
weather and ground render it imperative. As this very
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rarely happens, we might almost say never, put the other
side in under any circumstances, unless you have had
plenty of experience. As far as we are aware, there is no
remedy for putting a strong batting side in on an easy
wicket, and a captain who does it deserves to lose the
match.

There is an extraordinary belief among a large section
of cricketers, that a wet and slippery ground is in favour
of the bowlers. If you are captaining an eleven under
such conditions, and win the toss, go in yourself if you
can bat at all; keep your bat straight and you ought
never to get out You can hit every ball within reach,
including good length balls, if you like, and if you don’t
get a hundred somebody else who follows you, and benefits
by your example, will. But whatever you do, never put
the other side in on a wet wicket, or on a wet day.

It may be argued by some of the old school of cricketers
that grounds are quite good enough nowadays, and that
any attempt to improve them is out of place. A properly
managed ground, however, will cost no more than a mis-
managed one, and it must be clear to most cricketers that
the game cannot be played at its best on bad wickets.
Cricket on good wickets is a different art to that which is
played on a bad wicket. In the one, the batsman defends
his wicket against the attack of bowlers trained to a high
standard of excellence by reason of the very existence of
good wickets; in the other, any bowler who can send in
the ball a good pace is certain sooner or later to hit the
sticks, or the batsman. Without confidence no batsman
can play correctly, and confidence will never come to those
who are accustomed to play on bad grounds, when their
own person is the first thing to be defended, and their
wicket merely a secondary consideration.




APPENDIX.

Bowling-screens (Page 17).—A pair of canvas screens
can be provided for about £6. On grounds that are
surrounded by trees they are an immense improvement.
Secreens made of strong calico can be made for less than
£1 a pair; on windy days they are liable to tear; but on
two grounds we have found them quite good enough for
general purposes. If they can be placed on higher ground
than the pitch, they need not be so high as 12ft.; and the
nearver they are to the wicket, the less height will be
required. It is a remarkable fact that on nine grounds
out of ten the screens used are not high enough to fulfil
the purpose for which they are meant. Boards are
sometimes used, but they arve rather expensive, and the
glare from them is often very trying to the batsman.

Peaty Soils.—The remarks in this work on sandy soils
apply also to those that are peaty.
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WINDSOR HOUSE, BREAM'S BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C.
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PUBLISHED BY HORACE Ccox, 9

PueLisuED ANNUALLY,

Price 5s., by post 5s. 4d.

THE GOLFING ANNUAL

Edited by D. s. DUNCAN.

S i i
" ; k]'i[;hda :;tten::ﬁn of golfers is called to this work, which differs
red publications in many respects. It ol i
. . i contains Qrj 1
Articles, not merely Reprints; and its Club Directory is the gc)l:lay

Complete and Accurate List
£ s
@ro6na over publiched, of Golf Clubs and Descriptions of Golf

Price 1s,

Golf Greens of England and Wales,

A MAP SHOWING AT A GLANCE THEIR POSITIONS
AND NEAREST RAILWAY STATIONS.

THIS WORK GONTAINS ﬁBOV_E F_Dt] PAE - -
ES, AND NEARL
ILLUSTRATIONS, f

Second Edition, with additions, price 15s.. b
cloth gilt, '

SHIFTS AND EXPEDIENTS

CAMP LIFE, TRAVEL AND EXPLORATION.

W. B. LORD, Royal Artillery,

AND
T. BAINES, F.R.G.S.

¥ post 155, 9d.,

WINDSOR HOU SAM
BE, BREAM'S BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.c,
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Large post 8vo., price 3s. 6d., by post 3s. 9d.

PRAGTICAL PHEASANT REARING :

WITH AN APPENDIX ON GROUSE DRIVING.

By RICHARD JOHN LILOYD PRICH,
Author of ** Rabbits for Profit and Rabbits for Powder," &e.

CONTENTS.
Chap. | Chap.

I.—The General History of the Vﬁ,—Becipes for the Preparation of
Pheasant — Treating of the and Instructions for the proper
Pheasant and its Egg. Administration of the Food to

II.—The Barn Door Hens, Young Pheasants.
III.—The Eggs and the Appliances | VIIL.—The Diseases of Young Pheasanta
necessary for Hatching. and their Cure.
IV.—Hatching Ont—The Incnbator. IX.—Catchingup, Moving into Coverts,
V.—The Rearing Field — Protection and the proper Food for Older
from Vermin. Birds.
VI.—Moving of the Coops and Treat- X.—Miscellaneous Remarks, and a
ment of thé Young Birds. few Words on Turkeys.

APPENDIX.—HINTS ON GROUSE DRIVING.

Chap. Chap. y !
I.—Practical Hints on Driving Grouse. | IIL,—The Working of the Drive, and the
II.—Practical Hints on Driving Grouse Duties of the Drivers.
(continued).

In handy pocket size, price 1s. 6d., by post 1s. Td.

THE GAMEKEEPER'S SHOOTING MEMORANDUM BOOK

FOR THE
REGISTERING OF GAME SHOT, MEMORANDA OF SALE, &c.

By I.E. B. C.,

Editor of * Facts and Useful Hints relating to Shooting and Fishing," * The Game-
keeper's and Game Preserver's Account Book and Diary,” &e.

Tairp EpiTioN, ENLARGED AND REVISED.
Large post Svo., with Illustrations, price 5s. cloth, by post 5s. 4d.

THE COUNTRY HOUSE.

A COLLECTION OF USEFUL INFORMATION AND RECIPES,
Adapted to the Country Gentleman and his Household, and of the greatest utility
to the Housekeeper generally.

By 1. E. B. C,

Editor of ' Facts and Useful Hints relating to Fishing and Shooting,” and * The
Gamekeeper’s and Game Preserver's Account Book and Diary.”

WINDSOR HOUSE, BREAM'S BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C.

PUBLISHED BY HORACE COX. 11

In voyal 8vo., with Maps, Photographs, and Drawings, price 218, net,

MAN-HUNTING IN THE DESERT,

: BEING
A NARRATIVE OF THE PALMER SEARCH EXPEDITION,
CONDUCTED BY SIR CHARLES WARREN.

By CAPTAIN ALFRED HAYNEHES, R.H.

Demy 8vo., with numerous Tllustrations, price 15s.

HORNS AND HOOFS:

CHAPTERS ON HOOFED ANIMALS.
By R. LYDEKKER.

SECOND EDITioN. Bownd together in cloth, gilt edges, price 6d., by post Td.

RULES OF PIGEbN SHOOTING.

PUBLISHED BY SPECIAL PERMISSION,
THE HURLINGHAM CLUB AND THE GUN CLUB
RULES OF PIGEON SHOOTING,

Large post Svo., price 6d.

A REMEDY FOR BAD TIMES.

By a “FARMER.”

In crown 8vo., price s, Gd., by post 8s. 9d.

ANGLING REMINISCENCES.

By the late FRANCIS FRANCIS.

CONTENTS.—A Christmas Retros H
NT : wristmas pect; Luck; Loch Tay ; The Angler’ 5
&prmg Balmon Fishing; Grayling Fishing; Barbel Fishing ; Govero;:m‘:i?h:
Fly Fishing for Ladies; Saint Mayfly; My First Salmon; The Mayfly Mesii

A Month in the W est; Trout Fishing ; In and Qut D es 3 H
i
g I 1 ales ; Up and DOW!I,

w1 1 )
NDSOR HOUSE, BREAM'S BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C.
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Demy 8vo., price 2s., by post 2= 2d.
SPORTSMAN’'S VADE-MECUM

FOR THE

HIMALAYAS.

CONTAINING
NOTES ON SHOOTING, CAMP LIFEH, &c.
FULLY ILLUSTRATED.
By . & A J.
Third Edition, demy Bvo., handsomely bound, 240 pages, 9 portraits,
with many vignetles, price 5s., by post 5s. 4d.
A HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION,
WITH REMINISCENCES, OF

THE FOX TERRIER.

BY

RAWDON B. LER,
Kennel Editor of * The Field."”
THE ILLUSTRATIONS BY ARTHUR WARDLE,

A FEW COPIES ON LARGE PAPER. Price 10s. 6d., by Post 11s.

Demy Buvo., printed on plate paper, with Illustrations by Arthur
Wardle, price 3s. 6d., by post 3s. 11d.

A HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION

OF THE

COLLIE = SHEEP DOG,

HIS BRITISH VARIETIES.
RAWDON B. LEE,

Kennel Editor of ** The Field,” and Author of ** The Fox Terrier.

A FEW COPIES ON LARGE PAPER. Price 10s. 6d., by post 11s.

WINDSOR HOUSE, BREAM'S RUILDINGS. LONDON, E.C.

PUBLISHED BY HORACE COX. 13

Demy 8vo., in Two Volumes, price 15s. each, by post 15s. 6d. each.

THE

MODERN SPORTSMAN’S
GUN AND RIFILE,

INCLUDING

GAME AND WILDFOWL GUNS, SPORTING AND MATCH RIFLES
AND REVOLVERS.

IN TWO VOLUMES.

Vol. .—Game and Wildfowl Guns.
Vol. II.—The Rifle and Revolver.

By the late J. H. WALSH,
“STONEHENGE,” EDpITOR OF “THE FIELD,"”

Author of **Dogs of the British Islands” *The Greyhound,” ** British Rural
Sports,” &e.

Demy 4to., with 12 full-page Ilustrations, some of which contain Portraits of
Sporting Celebrities, and 24 vignettes, price 10, Gd., by post 11s,

SPORTING SKETCHES

WITH

PEN AND PENCIL.

BY THE LATE

FRANCIS FRANCIS AanD A, W. COOPER.

WINDSOR HOUSE. BREAM'S BUILDINGS, LONDON. E.C.
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In erown 8vo., with Thirteen full-page Plates, price 2s. 6d., by
post 2s. 9d.
THE SWIMMING INSTRUCTOR:
A TREATISE ON THE ARTS OF SWIMMING AND
DIVING.

By WILLIAM WILSON.
Author of “Swimming, Diving, and How to Save Life,” “ The Bather's Manual,”
“ Hints on Swimming."

Demy Svo., with Nlustrations by Arthur Wardle, price 15s., by post 15z 6d.
A

HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION

OF THE

MODERN DOGE

Great Britaiw and Freland.

RAWDON B. LEE.
Kennel Editor of * The Field,” Author of the ** Histories of the Fox Terrier,”
¢ Collies,” &e.

SPORTING DIVISION.
o Price 10s. 6d., by the same Author,
THE NON-SPORTING DIVISION OF THE

Modern Dogs of Great Britain & Ireland.

Ilustrated in Collotype, from Drawings by Arthur Wardle.

Price 10s. 6d., by the same Author,

The TERRIERS of GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND.

Ilustrated in Collotype, from Drawings by Arthur Wardle.

The Volumes are well printed, the Illustrations are full page on
plate paper, and the binding and general arrangement are of the
highezt quality.

WINDSOR HOUSE, BREAM'S BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C

PUBLISHED BY HORACE COX. 15

PuBLisHED ANNUALLY. In large post Bvo.
THE

KENNEL GLUB STUD BOOK:

CONTAINING A COMPLETE

RECORD OF DOG SHOWS AND FIELD TRIALS,

WiITH PEDIGREES OF SPORTING AND NON-SPORTING Doas.

Vol 1., from 1859 to 1873, price 12s, 6d.. by post 13s.
Price 10s. 6d., BY PosTt 10s. 10d. EACH—

Vol. V., 1877; Vol. VL, 1878; Vol. VIIL., 1879; Vol. VIIL, 1880;
Vol. IX,, 1881 ; Vol. XI., 1883 ; Vol. XII., 1884 ;
Vol. XIIL, 1885; Vol. XV. 1887; Vol. XVI., 1888;
Vol. XVII,, 1889; Vol. XVIII., 1890; Vol. XIX., 1891 ;
Vol. XX., 1892; Vol. XXI., 1893.

Now ready, price 5s., Vol. 77.

TH‘E COURSING CALENDAR, for the Winter Season

1804-95, containing Returns of the Prineipal Public Courses run in Great
Britain and 1reland; a revised List of Addresses of Coursing Secretaries, Judges,
Slippers, and Trainers ; Winners of the Waterloo Cup, Kempton Park Champion
Stakes, and Gosforth Park Gold Cup: Greyhound Sales, and Waterloo Cup
Nominators for 1895, Edited by B. O. EVELEGH (** Allan-a-Dale ™).

Price s,
PUBLISHED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE NATIONAL
COURSING CLUB.
THE

GREYHOUND STUD BOOK.

(WYol. XIXI.)

Compiled by W. F. LAMONBY

(KEEPER OF THE “StTUD BOOK").

CONTENTS.

Index of 4546 Greyhounds registered, and Addresses of their Owners—Register
of Litters under the Rule which came in force on Jan, 1 last—List of Sires and
the Bitches that have whelped to them under the same Rule—Review of Last
Beason's Coursing, by * Dromas,” interspersed with several portraits of leading
coursers—Statisties of Winning Strains—Tabglated Pedigrees, and TIndex of
Winning Greyhounds—Revised Rules of Cpursing—Sales of Greyhounds—
Winners, Dividers, and Runners-up for all Stakes during the preceding season,
and other important matter,

WINDSOR HOUSE, BREAM'S BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C.
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Crown 8vo., price 1s., by post 1s. 1d. ; in cloth, 1s. 6d., by post 1s. 8d.

THE IMPROVEMENT

CRICKET GROUNDS

ON ECONOMICAL PRINCIPLES.
By J. A. GIBBS.

Pocket size, price Gd., post free.

THE- LAWS OF GOLF,

AS ADOPTED BY THE ROYAL AND ANCIENT GOLF CLUB
OF ST. ANDREWS, ]

Special Rules for Medal Play.

Etiquette of Golf.

Winners of the Golfing Championship.

Winners and Runners-up for the Amateur Championship.

PUBLISHED ANNUALLY. JIn post Bvo., price 1s. 6d., by post 1s. 8d.

THE ANGLER’S DIARY
TOURIST FISHERMANS GAZETTEER

A Record of the Rivers and Lakes of the World, to which is added a List of
Rivers of Great Britain, with their nearest Railway Stations.

Also Forms for Registering the Fish taken during the year; as well as
the Time of the Close Seasons and Angling Licences.

By 1. E.B. C.,
Editor of * The Gamekeeper's and Game Preserver’s Account Book and Diary,” &e.

WINDSOR HOUSE, BREAM'S BUILPINGS, LONDON, E.C.
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VOLUMES 1. and II. (containing Parts I. to VL), in crown 8vo.,
red cloth, price 6s., by post 6s. 6d. each vol.

THE

HUNTING COUNTRIES

ENGLAND,
THEIR FAGILITIES, CHARAGTER, AND REQUIREMENTS.

A GUIDE TO HUNTING MEN.

By “BROOKSBY.”

CONTENTS.,

PART I.—Introduction—The Belvoir—The South Wold—The Brockiesby—
The Burton and The Blankney—The Fitzwilliam—The Quorn—The Cottesmore—
The Puckeridge—The Old Berkeley.

PART II.—The North Warwickshire—The Pytehley—The Woodland Pytchley
—The Atherstone—The Billesdon or South Quorn—The Meynell—The Bicester and
Warden Hill Hunt—The Heythrop—The Old Berkshire—The South Oxfordshire—
The South Nottinghamshire—The East Kent—The Tickham—The Vine—The
South Berkshire—Mr, Garth's—The H, H.—The Tedworth—Lord Ferrers'—The
Warwickshire,

PART IIL—The Dulverton—The Stars of the West—Mr, Luttrell's—Lord
Portsmouth’'s—The Essex and the Essex Union—The Hertfordshire—The Whaddon
Chase—The Vale of White Horse—The Cheshire and South Cheshire—The Black-
moor Vale—The Cambridgeshire—The Duke of Grafton's—The Holderness—The
Dakley—The North Herefordshire—The Duke of Buecleuch’s—The Tynedale—
Lord Percy's—The Morpeth—The Rufford,

Also (VOLUME 1I1.)

PART IV.—The Badsworth—The Sonthdown—The East Essex—The Bram-
ham Moor—The East Sussex—The Essex and Suffolk—The York and Ainsty—Loid
Fitzwilliam's—The Crawley and Horsham—The West Kent—Sir Watkin Wynn's
—The Hursley—The Hambledon—Lord Coventry's—The Grove—The West Norfolk
—The Bedale—Lord Zetland's—The Craven—The Surrey Union,

PART V.—The Old Surrey—Mr, Richard Combe's—The Burstow—The Hur-
worth—The Cattistock—The Suffolk—The 8hropshire—The Earl of Radnor's—Capt
Hon. F. Johnstone's—The South Durham—The Worcestershire—The Ledbury—
The South Herefordshire—The South Staffordshire—The North Staffordshire—The
Duke of Beaufort's—The Cotswold—The Dumfriesshire—The Albrighton—The
North Cotswold.

PART VI—Lord Middleton's—The Sinnington—The Wheatland—The United
Pack—The Chiddingfold—Lord Fitzhardinge's—Hon. Mark Rolle's—South-and-
West Wilts—Lord Portman’s—The Cleveland—The North Durham—Braes of
Derwent—The Radnorshire and West Hereford—The Monmouthshire.

Each Part is published separately, price 2s. 6d.

WINDSOR HOTUSE, BREAM'S BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C.
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Second Edition, demy 8vo., with Illustrations, price 2s, 6d.,
by post 2z, 9d.

RPOILTRY:

TABLE AND MARKET

FANCY FOWLS,

WITH AN EXPOSITION OF THE

FALLACIES OF POULTRY FARMING.
Bv W. B. TEGETMEIER, F.ZS.

Price 6d., stiff covers.

The Cottager’s ManualcrPoultry Keeping,

BEING CHAPTERS FROM THE SECOND EDITION OF
W. B. TEGETMEIER'S
POULTRY FOR THE TABLE AND MARKET
VERSUS
FANCY FOWLS.

This pamphlet consists of the practical chapters on Feeding Fowls, Hatchiog
and Rearing Chickens for the Market, and the Production of Eggs. On Fattening,
Trussing, and Showing Dead Poultry, and on Improving Ordinary Stock, from
the last edition of Mr. Tegetmeier's well-known work on Table and Nl‘u-l.:ol Poultry.

New Edition in the Press, price 1s., by post 1s. 1d.

THE SGIENGE AND ART OF TRAINING.

A HANDBOOK FOR ATHLETES.

By HENRY HOOLE, M.D. (Lond.),
Medical Officer to the Stock Exchange Clerks’ Provident Fund.

CONTENTS.
Introduction. | Chap. IV.—The Nutrition of the Body.
Chap. I.—The Preparation for Athle. | Hunger and Thirst. Diet and
tieism. | Digestion.
Chap. IL—The Formation and Develop- | Clmp, V.—The Muscular System.
ment of the Human Body. Chap. VL.—Exercise and Rest.
Chap, ITL.—Food. | Chap, VIL—Personal Hygiene.
Appendlx

WINDSBOR HOUSE, BREAM'S BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C.
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Crown Bvo., price 1s., by post 1s. 2d., in Coloured Wrapper, and Page
Illustrations drawn by WHYMPER.

TNENTY-SIX YEARS"  REMINISGENGES
SCOTCH  GROUSE  MOORS.

By W. A, ADANMS.

CONTENTS.
Seasons 1863 to 1888—A Hare Day —Remarks on the Outcome of
Disease—Heather-Burning and Draining—Surface Draining—Dogs —
Disease—Wildfowl—Conclusion—Summary.

Demy 8vo., with folding plates and full-page Nlustrations printed on
toned paper, price 10s, 6d., by post 11s.

MODERN WILDFOWLING.

BY
LEWIS CLEMENT,

“ WiLprowLER."”

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

“An excellent work indeed, and full of eapital illustratic is *Modern
Wildfowling ;' to recommend it aright I should have, if [ were clever enough, and
it did not already exist, to invent the famous phrase, *a book no gentleman's
library should be without." "—Z'vuth, March 17, 1881.

** This book deals not only with the various modes of approaching, or decoying,
and killing wildfowl of all kinds, but enters into minute details upon the construc-
tion of punts, both single and double handed; sails: punt guns, muzzle-loading
as well as breechloading: recoil apparatus: and shoulder guns of all patterns,
with the varying loads required for different bores. In addition to this are several
chapters devoted to a narration of the adventures of the author while in pursuit
of wildfowl, both at home and abroad—which are very pleasant reading, .

With the addition of & good index, sportsmen will have in this work a l‘llllhlll cade
meewm on the art of wildfowling."—T'he Zoclogist for November, 1850,

Crewn 8vo., price 23, Gd , by post 2s. 8d.

HARE HUNTING.

BY

“TANTARA.”

(A MASTER OF HARRIERS.)

WINDSOR HOUSE, BREAM'S BUILDINGE, LONDON, E.C.
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Crown 8vo., price 5s., by post 5s. 4d.
THE

ARCHER’S REGISTER.

PUBLISHED ANNUALLY.

EDITED BY F. T. FOLLETT,
Archery Correspondent of * The Field.”

Royal 8vo., price 10s. 6d., by post 11s.

HORSE BREEDING REGOLLEGTIONS.

COUNT G. LEHNDORFF.

CONTAINING :

Notes on the Breeding of Thoronghhreds—In-breeding and Out-
crossing—Pedigrees of all the Principal Sires—and Genealogical
Tables of Celebrated Thoronghbreds.

Crown 8vo., profusely Tlustrated, price 25 6d., by post, 25, Od.

GIPSY TENTS AND HOW TO USE THEM.

By G. R. LOWNDES.

In post Bvo., with Illustrations, price 3s. 6d., by post 3s. 9d.

THE PRAGTIGAL MANAGEMENT OF FISHERIES.

A BOOK FOR PROPRIETORS AND KEEPERS.
By the late FRANCIS FRANCIS,

Author of “Fish Culture,” # A Book on Angling,” “ Reports on Salmon
Ladders,” &o.

CONTENTS.

Chap. Chap.
I.—Fish and Fish Food. VI.—On the Rearing of Fry and
Il.—How to Grow Fish Food and how the Conduct of Ponds, Stews,
to Make Fishes” Homes, &e.
1I1.—On the Management of Weeds and | VII.—Some Hatcheries.
the Economy of Fishing. VIIL—Coarse Fish,
IV.—The Enemies of Trout and how to . IX.—On Salmon and Trout Ladders
Circumvent them, and Passes,

V.—The Artificial Incubation of Ova. | APPERDIX.—Notes, &e.

WINDSOR HOUSE, BREAM'S BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C,
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Feap. 8vo., cloth lettered, price 3a. 6d.

LETTERS FROM A COUNTRY
HOUSE.

By THOMAS ANDERTON.

rice 2., by post 3d.

RULES OF THE GAME OF HOCKEY

THE HOCKEY ASSOCIATION.

Crown 8vo., limp cloth, price 1s. 6id., by post 1s. 8d.

HINTS TO HORSEWOMEN.

By Mrs. HARRY ALLBUTT
(ANNIE BLOOD-SMYTH).

CONTENTS.
CHAP. CHAP.
I.—Ladies’ Horses. IV.—Riding Hats — Whips —
IT.—Side Saddles. Gloves—Spurs.
III.—Riding Habits. V.—Riding.
VI.—Bridles.

Price 1s., by post 13, 1d.

NOTES ON THE PROOF OF GUNS.
TOGETHER WITH
THE NEW RULES AND SCALES OF PROOF PASSED BY THE
SECRETARY FOR WAR, AND COMMENTS THEREON.

OFFICIAL EDITION OF THE LAWS OF LAWN TENNIS.
Now ready, price 6d., by post Td.
rl‘HE LAWS of LAWN TENNIS; together with the

RULES of the LAWN TENNIS ASSOCIATION. Issued under the
authority of the LAWN TENNIS ASSOCIATION.

OFFICTAL EDITION OF THE BEGULATIONS FOR THE MANAGEMENT
OF LAWN TENNIS PRIZE MEETINGS.

Now rveady, price 6d., by post 7d.
_IjEGULATIONS for the MANAGEMENT of LAWN

\ TENNIS PRIZE MEETINGS and INTER-COUNTY and INTER-CLUB
MEETINGS, issued under the authority of the LAWN TENNIS ASSOCIATION,

WINDSOR HOUSE, BREAM'S BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C.
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Crowen 4fo., printed on toned paper, price 15s., by post 16s.
THE

ANNALS OF TENNIS.

BY

JULIAN MARSHALL.

Turs work will be found very complete, and, itis thooght, justly entitled to take its
place as the standard work on Tennis. It has cost its author much laborious
research; and, independently of its great value to tennis players and all lovers of
the game, it is trusted, from the vast amount of curious lore it contains, the volume
will be found not unworthy of a place on the shelves of the scholar, The author,
himself a well-known amatenr, is fully competent to speak with authority on the
game, having had the opportunity of studying the play of tha best Continental, in
addition to that of the be-t English, masters, an-l, therefore, may be taken as a safe
guide by learners,

CONTENTS.
I.—Tennis Abroad.. IV.—The Laws and their History
II.—Tennis in England. V.—The Game.

ITL.—The Court and Implements. | VI.—Appendix.

SecoxD EpirioN. Large post 8vo., price 5s., by post 5s. 8d.

A N CF Ty T N G

BY THE LATE

FRANCIS FRANCIS.

Author of “A Book on Angling,” “By Lake and River," ¢ Hot-Pot," &o.

CONTENTS.

PREFACE. | Chap. «
Chap. V.—The Pike,
I.—The Art of Angling. VI.—Trout Fishing with Bait.
IL—Mid-Water Fishing. VII.—F1ly Fishing for Tront,
IIL—Surface or Fly Fishing. VIIL.—Trout Flies.

IV.—The Gudgeon, the Pope or Ruff, IX.—Grayling Fishing,
the Bleak, the Roach, the Rudd, X.—Salmon Fishing,
the Dace, the Chuob, the Barbel, XI.—Salmon Flies.
the Bream, the Carp, the Tench, XIL—On Tackle Making.
the Perch. ADDENDA,

In crown 8vo., price 2s., by post 2s. 2d.

THE POTATO AND ITS CULTIVATION.

BY A. W. CREWS.

Author of * Guano : its Origin, History, and Virtues,” ** Manures: thelr Respeotive
Merits,” &e.

CONTENTS.

Derivation — History — Constituents — Varieties — Sprouting  Soils — Planting—
Manures—Earthing up—Disease—Scab—Storing—Forcing—Producing New
Varieties—Substitutes for the “ Potato *—Miscellaneous Information.

WINDSOR HOUSE, BREAM'S BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C.
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One Vol., cloth, price 7s. 6d., by post 7s. 94.; 2 Vols., flexible morocco,
, price 10s., by post 10s. 3d.

FIGURE-SKATING,

STMPLE AND COMBINED:

BEING AN EXLARGED EDITION OF

“ COMBINED FIGURE SKATING.”

ext-hook of the Art of Skating as practised in the leading
Skating Clubs of Great Britain.
BY
MONTAGU S. MONIER-WILLIAMS, M.A., Oxon; WINTER RANDELL
PIDGEON, M.A., Oxon; and ARTHUR DRYDEN, B.A., Cantab.

Arranged as a complete t

Fourrs Eprrion (1894). Price 5s. 6d., by post 5s. 9d.

A SYSTEM

oF

FIGURE SKATING.

BY
7
T, MAXWELL WITHAM

is i 3 Lditi f o work whic s been the text-book of all Figure

T & the Fourth Edition of a work which has been t t guro
.‘-;I.:l:llt]éj-;:"ﬁil:cu.z 1869, The present Edition is |Jrr;|-t|<-ullylu 1-‘1:.\1\11};031&;:]‘:];12‘9 1‘7“1:(;[1
55 having heen revised and brought up to date, and all the diagy 1678
]IJII;:“I:|IrIE!i Iu\fing been redrawn. The diagrams of the * Skating Club ¥ ‘“gl'lll_{.‘: are
drawn [‘n aceordanee with the manner of skating I,Iu:am authorised by the ; -.mluj
miitee of the Skating Club, and & new departure in dingrams has been nn.u t'i 1y
illuxt'rating the ** Hand-in-Hand " figures with little diagramatic re )resel; ations
of the skaters, thus clearly showing their relative positions ia the various changes.

THE * FIELD” SKATING CARDS.
Now rem;, price 1s., bﬁast 1 1d.

COMBINED FIGURE CALLS.

Skating Cards, giving the Calls of Fifty
Combined Figures, alternating.

By R. H. FULLER, First-Class Badge Holder, N.S.A.

WINDSOR HOUSE, BREAM'S BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C.
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Post 8vo., in cloth, price 5s., by post bs. 4d.

EFOMTM-POT.

MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS

By THE LATE FRANCIS FRANCIS,
Author of “ A Book on Angling,” “ By Lake and River,” “ Angling," &e.

In demy 8vo., price 2s., by post 2s. 2d.
VALUATION OF PROPERTY
(CORPOREAL AND INCORPOREAL).

By CHARLES E. CURTIS, F.S., F.S.S.

Iﬂ crown 8vo., price 1s., by post 1s. 1d.

CATECHISM OF ESTATE MANAGEMENT.

SECTION I.
LETTING AND LEASES,
By CHAS. E. CURTIS, F.8.1,

0] i incipal of the
Professor of Estate Mansgement at the College of Agriculture, Prlllq{p&
School of Estate Management, Author of * Estate Management,” &e.

Demy 8vo., price bs. 6d., by post 5s. 10d.
THE

ROTHAMSTED EXPERIMENTS

ON THE
(GROWTH OF WHEAT, BARLEY, AND THE MIXED HERBAGE
OF GRASS LAND.

BY WILLTANM FREAN.
(B.8c. Loxp., F.L.8,, F.G.5,F.8.58)

Price 6d., by post 7d.

SHORT NOTES on SILO EXPERIMENTS AND PRAGTIGE.

(Extracted from “ Silos for Preserving British Fodder Crops.
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Price 6d., by post 7d.; or 2s. 6d. the half-dozen, by post, 2s. 11d.

“THE FIELD” DUPLICATE JuDcING Book

Facilitates the work of the Judges at Poultry and other Shows, by a very simple
method of entering and preserving a duplicate judging list.

Price 1s., by post 1s. 1d.
THE
CEESS MONTHIY.
EDITED BY L. HOFFER.

In crown 8vo., price 2s. 6d., by post 2s. 8d.

MANURES:

THEIR RESPECTIVE MERITS FROM AN ECONOMICAL
POINT OF VIEW.

BY A. W. CRrREWS,
Author of * Guano: its Origin, History, and Virtues,” ** The Potato and
its Cultivation,” e,

CONTENTS.

PART. I.—Definition of the Word *Manure"—Nature's Modes of Applying
Fertilisers—History—Classifleation.

“PART IL—The Value of Ploughing Down Green Crops—Weeds—Sea-weed —

Straw—Sawdnst—Tanners' Bark—Wood Ashes—Peat—Rape Cake—Hemp—
Poppy, Cotton, and Cocoa-nut Cakes—Bran—Malt Dust—Brewers' Grains—Coal—
Soot—Charcoal.

PART III.—Dead Animals—Fish—Blood— Animalised Chareoal—Bones—Horn
—Woollen Rags, Hairs, Feathers, de.—Night-soil—Farmyard Manure—Guano,

PART IV.—Salts of Ammonia -Salts of Magnesia—Salts of Potash—Salts of
Soda—Common Salt—Lime and its Compounds—* Ooze,”
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PASTIME ” SERIES.

Price 1s., post free 1s. 14d.

THE LAWN TENNIS HANDBOOK

FOR 1895.

Contains Portraits of the All England Champlions, and Messrs. W. H. Celling
and Herbert Chipp, hon, secretary and ex-secretary Lawn Tennis Associations
numerous Articles, including **The Service,” * Lawn Tennis Courts,” ** How to
Mark a Court,” &. Laws of the Game; Laws of the Lawn Tennis Association ;
List of Champions; Fixtures for the Season; Regulations for County and Inter-
Club Matrhes, and the County Challenge Cup; List of Lawn Tennis Prize Winners,
and Direetory of Lawn Tennis Clubs and Tournaments.

Priee Gd., post jree Td.

CRICKET HANDBOOK FOR 1895.

Containing Numerous Portraits of Prominent County Cricketers ;
Notes on the Counties, and much other useful information.

Now ready, price Gd. each, post free Tid.

THE RUGBY AND ASSOCIATION
FOOTBALL HANDBOOKS.

Containing Articles by N. L. Jackson, J. Conway-Rees, T. C. Graham,
P. Maud, and others, with several Portraits: the Laws of Football; the Bye-laws
and Rules of the Hogby Union and the Football Association; Complete Lists
of International Players and the Results of Principal Matches; lnmmsring
Curiosities and Records; Club Directory, &e.

PENNY EDITION OF

THE LAWS OF FOOTBALL

(RUGBY and ASSOCIATION).

In Stiff Paper Covers. Snitable for the Waistcoat Pocket.
Price 1d., post free 1id.
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In Bvo., price 1s., by post 1s. 3d.
THE

Manifestation of Disease

In Forest Trees,

THE CAUSES AND REMEDIES.
BY

CHARLES E. CURTIS, F.8.I, F.8.8,

Professor of Forest Economy, Field Engineering, and General Estate Management

at the College of Agriculture, Downton, Salisbury: Member of the American

Academy of Politieal and Social Seience; Consulting Forester to the Right

Honourable Lord O'Neill, Shanes Castle, Antrim, Ireland; Author of ** Estate

Management ™ (8rd Edition; Field Office); “ Practical Forestry " (Office of Land

Agents” Record), * Principles of Forestry " (R. A, Society’s Journal), ** Valuation of
Properiy " (Field Office), &e., &e.

Price 1s., by post 1s, 1d.

TATTERSALL’S RULES ON BETTING,
WITH EXPLANATORY NOTES AND COMMENTS,

Containing an Account of Cases decided by Tattersall's Committee, with a Copious
Index, and the Rules of Racing appended.

By G. HERBERT STUTFIELD, Barrister-at-Law,
Author of the ** Law Relating to Betting, Time Bargains, and Gaming.”

Price 6d., by post 8d.
THE IMPROVED
“PASTIME” LAWN TENNIS
SCORE BOOK.

Contains Score Sheets for Sixty Sets, arranged so as to further simplify Scoring in
Handieaps: together with Table for adjusting odds under the SIXTH System. i
is used at all the principal Tournaments, and is the most complete Score Book
ever published.
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Second Edition, demy 8vo., price3s. 6d., by post 3s. 9d., Mustrated with several Diagrams.

THE

PRACTICAL SURVEYOR:

A TREATISE UPON SURVEYING.

SPECIALLY ARRANGED FOR THE GUIDANCE OF PUPILS, STEWARDS,
THE SCHOLASTIC PROFESSION, AND INTENDING EMIGRANTS.

By THOMAS HOLLOWAY.

Feap. 8vo., price 6d., by post Tid.

BORES AND LOADS FOR SPORTING GUNS

For British Game Shooting.
By W. A. ADAMS

PUBLISHED ANNUALLY. Demy 4to., price 1s., by post 1s. 3d.

THE RURAL ALMANAG
AND SPORTSMAN'S ILLUSTRATED CALENDAR FOR 1895,

Demy 8ro., Cloth Boards, price 4s., by post 4s. 4d.

A DAY at MONTE CARLO.

BY

W. J. A. STAMER,

Author of “Dolece Napoli,” &ec.

WINDSOR HOUSE, BREAM'S BUILDINuS, LONDON, E.C.
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Royal 8vo., price 16s. net.

Sporting Dags i Southern Inda:

BEING

REMINISCENCES OF TWENTY TRIPS IN PURSUIT
OF BIG GAME, CHIEFLY IN THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY.

BY

LIEUT.-CoL. A. J. O. POLLOCK,

Royal Scots Fusiliers.
With numerous lllustrations by Whymper and others.

Post Bvo., with Illustrations, price 3s. Gd.

SPORT IN ENGLAND:

Past and Present.

BY

CONTHENTS.
Useful Hints to Yonng Beginners. | Small Days and Pot Hunting.
Young England as a Sportsman. Turning Down Live Bought
The Poaching of Paired Birds. Pheasants,
The Egg Season and its Enemies. | How and Where Rabbit Farming
Landlord and Tenant Rights. can Pay.
Crop Cutting. The Gamekeeper and his Duties.

“8t, Grouse”: Past and Present. | Guns and Gunmakers.
8t, Partridge”: Past & Present. | Sport, as I have Found It.
“ Longtails” : Past and Present. The Woodeock.

“ Covert Shooting.” The Partridge.
Good Shots, and others. The Cat.
Funny Faects in Sport. The Stoat.

A Few Hints on Shooting Kits. The Weasel.

Ferrets and their Management. The Rat.
Trapping, Netting, and Snaring. Recipes for Diseases in Dogs.
Poaching, and How it is Done. Retrievers of the Present Day.
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Price bs. net.

HORSES, ASSES, ZEBRAS, MULES,
MULE BREEDING.

W. B. TEGETMEIER, F.Z:§.

AND

C. L. SUTHERLAND,

Thiz work, which iz profusely illustrated, includes a detailed
deseription of all the animals of the horse tribe, and a demonstration
of the advantages of mnules for agricultural and dranght purposes, as
shown by their nfilisation in Europe, America. and India.

Price 3s. 6d. net,

LYRA PISCATORIA.

Original Poems on the Nature, Flabits, and Mode
or Capture of all the British Fresh-water Hishes,
on Flies, Fishing, and Fishermen.

By COTSWOLD ISYS, M.A.,

Author of “A Handy Guide to Dry-fly Fishing,” &e., and Hon.
Member of the Fly-Fishers' Club.

Price 6d., paper covers, or 1s. in cloth.

SERVANTS AND MASTERS.

THE LAW OF DISPUTES, RIGHTS, AND REMEDIES,
IN PLAIN LANGUAGH.

By A BARRISTER.

CONTENTS.

Introductory Chapter — Engagement of Servants — Character of
Servant—Duty of Servant—Duty of Employer—Employer's Liability
for Servant’s Negligence—FEmployer's Liability for Orders given by
Servant—Dismissal of Servant—Right of Servant to Leave Service—
Wages—Commission Paid to Servants—Concluding Chapter.

WINDSOR HOUSE, BREAM'S BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C.
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Demy 8vo., with Illuslrations and Map, price 12s. net.

SIX MONTHS IN A SYRIAN
MONASTERY,

Being the record of a visit to the Headquarters of the Syrian Church in
Mesopotamia, with some account of the Yazidis, or Devil Worshippers
of Mosul, and El Jilwah, their sacred book.

By OSWALD H. PARRY, B.A.

(0f Magdalen College, Oxford.)
Illustrated by the Author. With a Prefatory Note by the
Right Reverend the LORD BISHOP of DURHAM.

Demy. 8vo., cloth boards, price 7s. 6d. net.

BRITANNIAS BULWARKS:

AN HISTORICAIL:, PORDM,

Descriptive of the Deeds of the British Navy from the
battle of Sluys to the present day.

By CHARLES R. LOW.

The metre is that of Scott’s * Marmion,” which iz considered effec-
tive for a poem of action. The work is divided into two books,
consisting of ten cantos, and contains, beside the history proper, a
record of the services of distingmished seamen, and of historie ships
of war. In the case of those bearing the names of classical celebrities,
a sketch of these is given. The work is made easy of reference by a
copions index.

In paper covers, price ls.

iVE e e LR S
A FORMER ASSISTANT MASTER.

My First Chief: Rev. Evan Jellicle, M.A.— My Second Chief:
Herbert Strong, M.A.—My Third Chief : Rev. Uriah Meek, B.A.—
My Fonrth Chief: Rev. Algernon Fitzport, M.A.—My Fifth Chief:
Frank Beaton, LL.D.—* De Rebus Scholasticis”: Looking Backward
and Forward.
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Crown 8vo., cloth boards, price bs.

The Knights and Kings of Chess,

CONTAINING
" Biographical Sketches of Steinitz, Blackburne,
Zukertort, Mackenzie, &c.

CAISSANA and ANECDOTES.

BY

THE REV. G. A. MACDONNELL, B.A.

With Paortrait by Avthor Hacker, A.R.A,

Price bs. net, by post Hs. 4d.

THE ART OF CHESS.

By JAMES MASON.
CONTENTS.

I. Tue Enp GAME.—Pawns v. Pawns—Minor Pieces, &e.—Rook v.
Pawns—Rook, Sole or Supported, Against Various Forces—
Queen v. Various Forces.

II. TeE MippLE GAME.—Combination in General.

IIT. Tar OreNiNa.— Introduction—King’s Knight's Game—Centre
Game — King’s Gambits —King’s Gambit Declined — French
Defence—Centre Counter Game—Sicilian Defence—Fianchetto,
&e. — Queen’s Knight's Game — Queen Pawn Opening —
Appendix—The Problem Art.

Crown 8vo., limp cloth, 2s. 6d. net ; bevelled boards, gilt edges, price
5s., by post 3d. extra.

THE PRINCIPLES OF CHESS
IN THEORY AND PRACTICE.

By JAMES MASOIN.

ContENTS. — 1. Elements of Chess — II. General Principles —
III. Combination—IV. Exposition of Master Play Complete.

WINDSOR HOUSE, BREAM'S BUILDINGS, LONDON, E.C.
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Crown Svo., cloth boards, price 6s., by post 6s. 3d.

IN MARKET OVERT.

By JAMES PAYN.

Author of “By Proxy,” *The Confidential Agent,” “ A Stumble on
the Threshold,” &e.

With Illustrations by Walter Paget.

A STUMBLE ON THEK
THRESHOLD.

By JAMES PAYIN.

NEW NOVEL BY GWENDOLEN DOUGLAS GALTON.

Now ready, in Three Vols., crown 8vo., price 31s. 6d.

n STEP ASIDES

GWENDOLEN DOUGLAS GALTON
(Mrs. TRENCH GASCOIGNE).
Author of ¢ La Fenton.”

In Two Vols., crown 8vn., price 2ls.

AT CENTURYS EBB.

By CYPRIAN COPE.

“A novel containing a good deal of strong incident, m\y-.h \:ariety of character,
and a love interest of an unforced and natural kind.” — Daily Telegraph.

 An ambitious novel."—Manchester Guardian, I 5

‘A capital novel. A love story of considerable incident, and slnl-:iragly varied
charncterisation. A novel that will be widely and appreciatively read. — Kentish
Observer. i . i

w A novel of great excellenee, will be perused with great interest, not & single
dull page."—Dewsbury Reporter.
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Royal Bvo., cloth, profusely Illustrated, price 12s, 6d. net.

TEXAN RANCH LIFE;

WITH
Three Months through Mexico in a
“Prairie Schooner.”

By MARY J. JAQUES.

Third Edition in the Press. Price ls.

A GIRLY RIDE IN ICELAND.

MRS. ALEC TWEEDIE
(NEE HARLEY).
Author of *A Winter Jaunt to Norway” (with personal accounts

of Nansen, Ibsen, Bjornson, Bravdes, &ec.).
Fully Ilustrated.

REVIEWS OF THE FIRST EDITLON.

“t A Girl's Ride in Ieeland® is a most attractive little voluine, wherein Mrs.
Alec Tweedie gives a spirited account of a spirited jaunt, . . . Mrs. Tweedie has
persuaded her father, Mr. George Harley, F.R.S., to add a chapter on Geysers,
which forms an instructive and valuable appendix to this charming little book."—
Athenzum.

A very pretty and clever little volume. . . . Altogether the impression her
excellent book gives is that the land-of the Sagas is more interesting than many
a stock holiday resort, while many tourists shounld be obliged to Mrs. Alec
Tweedie for showing how conveniently Iceland may be explored with the help of
a little courage and cheerfulness.”"—2Daily Telegraph.

Crown 4to,, cloth, bevelled edges, price 6s; by post 6s. 6d.

BadlRRyY ‘LAl S.

BY

BASIL FIELD.
Beautifully Illustrated by C. K. Fripp,
Associate Member of the Royal Society of Painters in Water Colours.
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NEW NOVEL BY ESME STUART.

In Two Vols., crown Buvo., price 21s.

MARRIED TO ORDER.

By ESME STUART.

Author of * Joan Vellacot,” “*A Woman of Forty," ** Kestell, of Greystone,” &e.

Crown 4to., with Illustrations, price 10s. net, by post 10s. 6d.

OLD ENGLISH EMBROIDERY:

ITS TECHNIQUE AND SYMBOLISM,
OR
FEcclesiastical and Domestic Embroidery of the
Middle Ages:
ITS TECHNIQUE AND SYMBOLISM.
By FRANCES and HUGH MARSHALL.

In 4to., printed on toned paper, with plates, price 5s., by post 5s. 4d.

THE QUEEN LACE BOOK:
AN
Historical and Descriptive Account of the Hand-made
Antique Laces of all Countries.

2= o BT T

This work coniains the whole of the series of articles on Antigue Point Lace
which have been published in “The Queen." [t will prove an invaluable guide
and book of reference to ladies interested in Antique Lace, and, with its highly
?rglu.menw.l embossed cover, will form a handsome ornament for the drawing-room
able.

Price One Shilling ; by Post, 1s. 3d.

THE QUEEN ALMANAC

AND
LADY'S CALENDAR for 18985,
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In cloth, price 2z 6d.

THE METROPOLITAN HOUSEHOLDER'S GUIDE :

BEING AN ATTEMPT TO OUTLINE,
IN PLAIN LANGUAGE,
A METROPOLITAN HOUSEHOLDER'S LEGAL POSITION.
By ROLAND ELLIS DE VESIAN

(Solicitor of the Supreme Court of Judicature).
With Ilustrafions, price 2s. 6d.
T H Ei ¢ O'F L E QN
DETAILS OF ALL THE NEWEST FIGURES
WITH AND WITHOUT ACCESSORIES.

By ARDERN HOLT.
Author of “Fanéy Dresses Described; or What to Wear at Fancy
Balls,” and “ Gentlemen’s Fancy Dress.”

Crown 8vo., cloth boards, price 22, net.

FAST DAY

VEGETARIAN COOKERY.

chid ML . C QW H N
( Epicure,” late of the “Gentlewoman.”)
AND

 S. BEATY-POWNALL.
POETRY AND THE DRAMA.

SONGS GRAVE AND GAY. By F. B. Doverox, Author of
‘*Snatches of Song,” ** Sketches in Prose and Verse,” ** Maggie in Mythica,
&e.  In cloth lettered, gilt edges, 5s.

LYRICS. By Dr. J. A. GoopcHILD. Cloth lettered, price 5s.

TALES IN VERSE. By Dr. J. A. GoopcHILD. Cloth lettered,
price Js.

SONGS OF THE CASCADES. By Ern Viking. Feap. 8vo.,
cloth boards, 6s.

THE FAIREST OF THE ANGELS, and other Verse. By MARY
COLBORNE-VEERL. Feap. &vo., eloth boards, 35 Gd.

THE WANDERER IN THE LAND OF CYBI, and other Poems
(1886-93). By Crirronn Brooks., Feap. 8vo., cloth boards, 8s. 6d.

POEMS. By Lrwis Brockman. Crown Svo., cloth boards, 5s.

POEMS. By Tromas Barnow. Crown 8vo., bevelled boards, gilt
edges, price 58,
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New Novel by Mrs. ALEC TWEEDIE.

Second Edition. Price Gs.

B LSO o@D

Life in a Highland Shooting Box.

BY MRS. ALEC TWEEDIE
(NEE HARLEY).

Author of A Winter Jaunt to Norway " (with Perzonal Accounts of
Nansen, Ibsen, Bjornson, Brandes); “ A Girl’s Ride in Iceland,” &ec.

Crown 8ve., price 6s.

WHEN FORTUNE FROWNS:

BEING THE LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF
GIL,BERT COSWORITHE.,
A GENTLEMAN OF CORNWALL,

How he fought for Prince Charles in the years 1745 and 1746, and
what befell him thereafter.

By KATHARINE LEE
(Mrs. HENRY JENNER).
Author of * A Western Wildflower,”" * In London Town,” ¢ Katharine
Blyth,” ** An Imperfect Gentleman,” * Love or Money,”
“TIn the Alsatian Mountains,” &e.

Crown 8vo., with Illustrations, price 3s. 6d.

THE MARTYRDOM OF SOCIETY.

By QUILLIM RITTER.

New Novel, price 1s.

CAUGHT BY A COOK.

By EDITH E. CUTHELL,

Author of * Only a Guardroom Dog,”” * Indian Memories,"”
# A Bairenth Pilgrimage,” &ec.
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IN THE PRESS.

In post Bro.. cloth, with Map and Illustrations.

THE COASTS OF DEVON
AND LUNDY ISLAND:
THEIR TOWNS, VILLAGES, SGENERY, ANTIQUITIES, AND LEGENDS.

BY

JOHN LLOYD WARDEN PAGE.

Author of **An Exploration of Dartmoor and its Antiquities,” “An Exploration of
Exmoor and the Hill Country of West Somerset,” “ The Rivers of Devon
from Source 1o Ses,” * Okehampton: Its Castle)” &e., &e.

In erown 8vo., cloth.

YACHT RACING RECORD:

BEING SOME REMINISCENCES OF

WILLIANM O NEILIL,
Captain Yacht “ Iverna.”

EpiTED BY CHARLES BESLEY.

In demy Bwo., with Map and Illustralions.

An Australian in China:

BEING THE NARRATIVE OF A QUIET JOURNEY
ACROSS CHINA TO BRITISH BURMA.

BY

G. E. MORRISON,
M.B.C.M. Edin., F.R.G.S.
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