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Six Chicago Theaters Open for 1936 Debut

Stage Revives
with Flood of
Holiday Plays

Ruth Draper Comes to
Selwyn Tomorrow;

Openings in Review.

By Charles Collins.
HE Christmas flood of premiéres
T has put the Chicago stage back
on its feet and supplied play-
goers with the most attractive
theatrical catalog of several years.
An almost barren field has sud-
denly blossomed with hits; Broad-
way's choicest flowers of the past
season are here to be plucked and
enjoyed. My pious hope is that
this will not prove to be an em-
barrassment of riches; that the
citizens who have been yowling
and moaning for shows Wwill taka
immediate advantage of the oppor-
tunities at hand; and that this sur-
prising renaissance be cele-
brated by the jingle of coin in the
box offices.

I come up from under the heavy
wave of first nights—five in a se'n-
night—blinking my eyes and shak-
ing stars out of my hair. This
has been a surfeit of pleasures akin
to a debauch, beginning with “ Per-
sonal Appearance” on Dec. 20 and
ending with “The Great Waltz 4
last Thursday night. Now, no
doubt, I shall have to spend an-
other week catching up on the fag-
ends of last acts that I missed be-
cause of haste to get at the job
of hairtrigger midnight reviewing.

will

Inventory of
Holiday Stage.

The inventory now stands as fol-
lows: “Personal Appearance,” an
adroit, amusing comedy about a
Hollywood vampire with an insati-
able appetite for stalwart young
men; “Anything Goes,” a spirited
and handsome musical comedy with
two comic stars—William Gaxton
and Victor Moore—who are inimi-
table; “The Old Maid,” a blue rib-
bon drama of emotional substance
which deals shrewdly with some of
the mysteries of the female soul;
“Squaring the Circle,” a tidbit of
modern Russian humor; and “The
Great Waltz,” a superoperetta with
spectacular embellishments. And
tomorrow night, to run the list
of playbills up to six, Ruth Draper,
incomparable giver of one woman
programs, returns after a long ab-
sence. This, I believe, represents
the best array of theatrical attrac-
tions that the Chicago stage has
offered at any time during the past
four years.

Discovery of
Gladys George.

Gladys George, who is not to be
confused with the much older Grace
George, is the center of interest in
“ Personal Appearance.” She has
come up out of comparative ob-
scurity in this play, but she is
making herself remembered for a
lifetime. Her character study of a
case of egomania and nymphomania
among the movie queens—exagger-
ated, caricatured, burlesqued, but
ringing beautifully true to the
film industry—is brimming with
vitality and gleaming with hard-
boiled humor. This is one of the
famous plays of the year that you
will never see on the screen, be-
cause it is an antidote to the propa-
ganda of the film fan magazines.

The presence of Messrs. Gaxton
and Moore in the chief rodles of
“ Anything Goes” transforms a
typical Broadway song and dance
frolic into a notable affair. These
two wags—the loud man and the
quiet man of musical comedy—
make a famous team for fantastic,
persuasive merriment. They fit
together better than Montgomery
and Stone of the good old days.

" Old Maid " Tells

Secrets of Women.

An odd thing about “Everything
Goes” is that it does not contain
any singing that can be called
music [except that of an incidental
male quartet], and yet its songs
“go over” the footlights with irre-
sistible gayety. Cole Porter’s smart,

AND HIS
HIGHTHAWKS

DINKER, $1.50

Make Your
New Year's Eve
Reservations Now!

RANDOLPH AT WABASH:

STAR OF
CHARACTER
SKETCHES

Ruth Draper, eminent
in the field of self-
written character
sketches, will begin a
two weeks' engage-
ment in the Selwyn
theater on Dec. 30.
This will be her first
appearance in Chica-

go for several years.
[Nickolas Muray Photo.]

Gillette Tour

ILLIAM GILLETTE, who is
“7 remembered by generations
theatergoers as the
only possible Sherlock
Holmes, is soon to abandon his re-
tirement in order to return to the
stage. At the age of 80 he will em-
bark on one more tour. The play
is to be Austin Strong’s “Three
Wise Fools.”

The revival will open in Newark,
N. J,, on Jan. 13. It will move to
Philadelphia, Washington, Boston,
and other places before going to
New York. Mr. Gillette's cast will

include Mary Rogers, James Kirk-
wood, Charles Coburn, Brandon

Tynan, Isabel Irving and Addison
Pitt. John Golden is the producer,

tricky lyrics are more effective, no
doubt, when not smothered by im-
portant vocalists.

The family chronicle of “The Old
Maid ”—a. story of the 1830s, 1840s,
and 1850s, richly staged and cos-
tumed — gives striking roles to
Helen Menken and Judith Ander-
son and tells a story which has
heart appeal and psychological in-
sight. This is primarily a woman’s
play, giving the Colonel's lady and
Judy O’'Grady of today much to

Starring in the greatest
floor show ever assem-
bled in the

PALMER HOUSE

EMPIRE ROOM

PAUL GERRITS

JOHN TIO ““The Wonder Parrot”
GALI-GALI  EMBASSY FOUR
ABBOTT DANCERS]
VELOZ and YOLANDA ORCHESTRA

SHEP FIELDS CONDUCTING

LUNCHEON DANCING
Every Saturday Afternoon
1t 4
Luncheon $1.35, plus tax
Minimum charge includes
Luncheon only

Make your New Year’s Eve
reservations now. $10,
plus tax, per person. Formal.

' For Reservations. Phone

think about and to thrill over in
their inscrutable feminine souls.

It deals with a lifetime of silent
jealousy between two cousins [al-
most as closely connected in their
family life as sisters], with a sup-
pressed scandal and a maternal
complex at the root of the man-
nerly feud. A substantial drama,
with a brilliant cast and a sumptu-
ous decor—such, in brief, is “The
Old Maid.”

The Russian mirth of *“Squar-
ing the Circle” and the glorifica-
tion of Old Vienna when the Johann
Strausses were flourishing of “The
Great Waltz” are matters that may
be left for future discussion. The
latter operetta is the most elabo-
rate stage spectacle of the period.

8—ALL-STAR ACTS—
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Novelties—Funmakers

ok K
Music by Both

JAN GARBER

and

GRAY GORDON

And Their Orchestras

62nd and Cottage Grove
* X &
And by Both
ANSON WEEKS

and

JIMMY JOY

And Their Orchestras
at the

ARAGON

Lawrence at Broadway
* * *

%7 %214 NORTH DEARBORN
SERVES THE BEST
NEW YEAR’S EVE
DINNER IN THE LOOP

ror $2 §0)

NO COVER CHARGE

Floor Show =~ Dancing
Favors - Orchestra
Make Reservations Now!

Telephone RANdolph 9547

g

Cabarets Plan
Gala Bills for

New YearEve

Capacity Attendance s
Expected in Hotels and
Floor Show Cafes.

N the College Inn, Bal Tabarin,

and ballroom., Reservations
indicate capacity crowds. Three
popular orchestras will be featured.

In the College Inn George Olsen
and his band, with Ethel Shutta,
will headline the entertainment
bill. The ice skating troupe will
present a new show.

Duke Ellington will be featured
in the Bal Tabarin with his orches-
tra. The Bal will also present a
special floor show.

In the ballroom the entertain-

ment bill will be headlined by Louis
Panico and his orchestra.

EW YEAR'S EVE at the Hotel
Sherman will find parties in

® The Bismarck hotel’'s New

Year's eve festivities will cen-
ter in George Nelidoff and his com-
pany, with Leonard Keller and his
dance orchestra. The entertainers
will perform in the Walnut room.,
Henri Kublick and his Bavarian
ensemble will appear in the Bier
stube. Reservations indicate a
capacity attendance. Souvenirs will
be distributed to the guests. The
Bismarck grill may be thrown open
for the evening.

@ “The Esquire,” an ynusual mod-

ern ballroom dance, is being in-
troduced by George Bernard of the
Three Bernard Brothers, profes-
sionally known as The Esquires,

now appearing In Bouché's “New
Continental Revue” in the Conti-
nental room of the Stevens hotel
with Seymour Simons’ band. Move-
ments of the concert dancers
Kruetzberg, Wigman, and Graham
are used in this dance in ballroom
form. Cecille Duval of the Duval
Sisters is his partner.

Seymour Simons’ orchestra will
end its six months’ engagement at
the Stevens on Jan. 2. Charles Gay-
lord’s band will follow, with Jack
Fulton Jr., tenor; the Marvelle
dancing trio, and Ballantine and
Pierce, dancing duo, in a return
engagement,

® Jack Gwynne, magician, and Lyda

Sue closed their engagement in
the Terrace room of the Hotel Mor-
rison last Thursday night. The cur-
rent bill contains Enric Madriguera
and his orchestra; Tito Coral, bari-
tone; the King's Jesters, formerly
with Paul Whiteman; Rosalean and
Seville, dance duo; Rudy Baie, mas-
ter of ceremonies; Bobby Marlowe
and his marionettes, and the Terrace
dancing girls.

® Gary Leon, dancer, made his Chi-

cago debut recently in the Con-
gress hotel's Joseph Urban room.
Marcia Mace, former musical come:
dy girl, is his partner. They came
here from a season in Europe. They
appeared with Jack Hylton in Lon-
don, at Les Ambassadeurs in Paris,
and at the Casino in Monte Carlo.
Also featured in the Urban floor
show is Shavo Sherman, recently of
“Strike Me Pink,” an impersonator.
Benny Goodman provides the dance
music,

@ Additional features for the revue

and a program of special numbers
by Kavelin’s orchestra will mark the
New Year's eve celebration in the
Mayfair room of the Blackstone.
Chrysis De La Grange; Minor and
Root, dance team, and Anna Wrenn
Fulton, singer, will be the chief en-
tertainers.

@® Horace Heidt and his Brigadiers
will play to the largest crowd
ever assembled in the Gold Coast

."

with the ICE
SKATING SHOW
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IN THE

GRAND BALLROOM

RESERVATIONS
FRA. 2100

ALL PRICES PLUS TAX

%A NIGHT OF STARS#
New Years Eve at Hotel Sherman
GEORGE " ™¢ COLLEGE INN

LSEN

Supper— Floor Show —
Dancing and Favors

i

ETHEL

HUTTA

i~ THe BAL TABARIN:

LLINGTON

AND HIS FAMOUS BAND
Supper— Floor Show
Dancing and Favors

per
person

'75
ANICO

AND HIS RADIO BAND

CHAMPAGNE FREE

IN GRAND BALLROOM ONLY

Supper-Floor Show-Dancing

Favors. Quart of Champagne $550
for each Couple per person

$7.50 PER PERSON.

NEW YEAR'S EVE

in the beautiful

TERRACE ROOM

MORRISON HOTEL
Will be an unforgettable occasion !
MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW.
Phone Franklin 9600

e
ENRIC MADRIGUERA'S MUSIC

TITO CORAL

ROSALEAN & SEVILLE e THE KING'S JESTERS ® RUDY BAIE
MARLOW’'S MARIOMETTES — TEN TERRACE DARLINGS
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Start It With New Year's Eve

4 at
{HOTEL Lff\ SALLE

Fisher

and Orchestra
in the
HANGAR

Dollars
Each Person. Dress Optional.

Frank Sylvano
and his Orchestra

(plus tax} for

in the

BLUE FOUNTAIN ROOM

Five Dollars (plus tax) for
Each Person. Dress Optional

room of the Drake on New Year’s
eve. Nearly 1,200 patrons are ex-
pected. Heidt’s troupe will present
a completely new program.

® Three floors of Harry’'s New

York cabaret, 400 North Wabash
avenue, will be devoted to the New
Year’s eve celebration. Three or-
chestras will play for dancing, and
the floor show, with Claire Powell,
danseuse; the three Taka, Sisters,
Japanese girls; Margot Rebeil, sing-
er; Jack Irving, and the Texas De-
butantes, ballet girls, will be seen
on all three floors.

@® The revue-to be offered by the

Royal Frolics for a single per-
formance New Year’s eve promises
to be the most elaborate ever pre-
sented by this café. Joe Lewis will
officiate, and the show will be new.
The revue contains Dolly Kay, Reed
and Mele, Barbara McDonald, Birdie
Dean, Anita Sanchez, and Hal Monte.
Henri Leshon’s band plays for danc-
ing.

@® Jacques’ TFrench restaurant in

the 900 North Michigan apart-
ments will celebrate New Year's eve
with entertainment.

® Pldns for the New Year's eve

parties at the Aragon and Tri-
anon rank with the most ambitious
efforts ever made by these ball-
rooms, In addition to the music of
both Jan Garber and Gray Gordon
and their orchestras at the Trianon,
a floor show will be given. At the
Aragon similar arrangements have
been: made, with the music of both
Anson Weeks and Jimmy Joy and
their orchestras,

Ghe %laclzstone

HOTEL
MAYFAIR, ROOM

NEW YEARS
EVE

$1250 PER PERSON
Including Supper and lax
&

FEATURING UNUSUAL
ENTERTAINMENT

KAVELIN
AND HIS MUSIC

&
Gor Reservations — Phone

Whitre d HotelesHarrison 4300

FORMAL DRESS REQUESTED

PLUS

*0 T

per person includes

SUPPER
e 1

Special Entertainment

HORACE HEIDT
and His Alemite Brigadiers
30 ALL-STAR ENTERTAINERS

EARLY RESERVATIONS
ADVISED---SUPERIOR 2200

AMUSEMENTS. AMUSEMENTS.

AUDITORIUM "o NIGHTLY Ui MATS. WED. & SA

PRESS AND PUBLlC DECLARE IT'S A GENUINE TRIUMPH
THE GREATEST HIT CHICAGO HAS EVER KNOWNI!!

“Not only great size but great taste

. Everybody living within a hundred
miles of the Auditorium Theatre is
hereby urgently paged to come, look,
and listen . . J’==Ashton Stevens, Chi-
cago American.

“More drama, and likewise with mo
melody by far than the average r
mantic entertainment can boast . .
is a mechanical masterpiece.”

wGlenn Dillard Gunn, Hera
and Examiner.

"Opere;tta is })ig, but has taste and charm. Its develop- ‘
ment in staging, costumes, and performance is brilliant.”
=~Charles Collins, Chicago Tribune.

J

MAX GORDOCN

Presents the % % % %
Musical Play

r % %
Production Conceived and Directed by

HASSARD SHORT )

Drect from Two Seasons’ Phenomenal Run at the
Center Theatre, Radio City in Rockefeller Center, N. Y.

“It’s lovely to look at-—=deligh!
ful to know . . . Is in exquisi
good taste.”

—Claudia Cassidy, Chicag
Journal of Commerce.

“Is lavish spectacle with splendid staging
and ballet . . . The magnificence of the sets
render almost all one—in search of rcstful
colorful entertainment—could desire.”

—-Gail Borden, Chicago Daily News.

“Nothing appruaches it in size, scenic splendor, and costliness
. . Also, it is well sung by principals and chorus, and well
pl?yed by a big band. ”—Lloyd Lewis, Chicago Daily News.

ASK ANYBODY—BETTER STILL—SEE FOR YOURSELF
NIGHT WS VEARY 55¢ to $2,75 MATS. 55¢ to $2.20 Y2 '\ \0 50

NEW YEAR'S EVE Tax_Included
SEATS FOR 4 WEEKS NOW ON SALE AT BOX OFFICE

MATINEES WEDNESDAY (New Year's Day) AND SATURDAY

H A‘Rm 5 TONITE - EVERY NIl

"An Exiravagantly Funny

American Cemedy."
~—Ashton Stevens, American,

BROCK*® PEMBERTOAN'S
SENSATIONAL HIT

PERSO

BY L \\\IHN( B I\HP\ \I \(:Il) BY
INRTTE PER

.« GLADYS GEORGE ...

ORIGINAL CAST » 504 TIMES IN NEW YORK
“A laugh a line.”

—Carol Frink, Herald-Examiner.
“Miss George is comic, wicked and
brilliant—The whole affair is very,
very funny.” —Lloyd Lewis, News.
““Three Men On a Horse’ played
9 months and was a good farce
but ‘Personal Appearance’ is a
better one.” —Gail Borden, Times.

¥
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SELWYN TOMORROW NIGHT 2%,

C 5 2
Phone CEN. 8240 0 e ACTOR-MAMNAGERS, INC., Presents

RUTH DRAPER

IN HER CHARACTER SKETCHES
DIFFERENT PROGRAM EACH PERFORMANCE

Mon. Eve.: Opening Bazaar; Three Generations; 3 Women and Mr. Clifford;

(Dec. 30) Church in Italy.

Tues. Eve.: Italian Lesson; Dalmatian Peasant; Doctors; County Kerry; Art

(Dec. 31) Exhibition; Railway Station on Western Plains.

Wed. Mat.: Children’s Party; Maine Porch; Three Breakfasts; Miner’s

(Jan. 1) Wife; Church in Italy.

Wed. Eve.: English Houseparty; County Kerry; Scottish Immigrant; 3 Women

(Jan. 1) and Mr. Clifford; Class in Greek Poise; Southern Girl;
Love in Balkans.

Thurs. Eve.: Opening a Bazaar; County Kerry; 3 Women and Mr. Clifford;

(Jan. 2.) Church in Italy.

Fri. Eve.: Imhan Lesson; Three Gencratmns, Maine Porch; Actress; Doctors;

(Jan. 3) ive La France.”

Sat. Mat.: Morning in Bed; German Governess; Class in Greek Poise; Dalmatian

(Jan. 4) Peasant; Art Exhibition; Railway Station on Western Plains.

Sat. Eve.: Children’s Party; Maine Porch; Three Breakfasts; Miner’s Wife;

(Jan. 4) Church in Italy.

SPECIAL PROGRAM SUNDAY EVE., JAN. 5th |
PRICES: EVES, & SAT, MAT,, $2:81.60-$1-50c. WED, MAT,, $1.50-51-50c, Plus fax  §

GRAND TONIGHT 07535 and sar

OPERA HOUSE & EVERY NIGHT LlMlTED ENGAGEMENT
—CRITICS AGREE—YOU’LL. AGREE WITH THEM—

“ A festive opening for a show that should contribute 5tronglK to the revival of
the play-going habit in this region. Gaxton is one of the most human of
the musical comedy wags . Moore sows two laughs where the author intended
only one, or none at all. P—Charles Collins, Tribune.

“REALLY THE TOP—

Could be half the show it is and still be the top of the season.”=~Lloyd Lewis, News.

VINTON FREEDLEY presents

WIU,IAM GAXIONW‘ VICTOR MOORE

e

Y NEW YORKS N WUSICAL HTT FOR 52 WEERS #

“ No other actors worked together as harmoniously and humorously as William
Gaxton and Victor Moore, These gentlemen work together as Booth and Barrett,
McIntyre and Heath, Sothern and Marlowe. Thanks to Porter’s platinum poems
and dulcet fox trots.”——Ashton Stevens, American.

“A DEEP SEATED LAUGH —

Nutty as an expensive fruit cake.”—Carol Frink, Herald-Examiner.
“ A real ripping musical show.”—Gail Borden, Times,

DANCE

EW YEAR'S

GUYON'S

PARADISE BALLROOM
CRAWFORD at WASHINGTON
DANCING UNTIL 277

HENRI GENDRON'S
ORCHESTRA
PATSY THOMAS
FUN ... FAVORS
SOUVENIRS GALORE

Admission, $1.00, plus tax.

AMUSEMENTS.

AR AARANAAA A <o 30

ORLHLSTRA HALL

CHICAGO SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA “Sonecor™

Conductor
THURSDAY AT 8:15—FRIDAY AT 2:156

Theodore  hotas qummemutatiur

Gluck Overture to “Iphigenie en Aulide’
Bruckner Sym. No. 9. D Minor <Unﬁmshcd)
Strauss Tone Poem, “‘Hin Heldenleben."

SEATS AT BOX OFFICE TOMORROW!

HEIDI THE CHILDREN'S

Clare Tree Mujor Children’s Theatre of New York

STUDEBAKER THEATRE
Sat., Jan. 4, 10:30 a. m., 2:30 p. m,
b5c, 83c, $1.10, $1 1.65—Har, 5000

BERTHA OTT ANNOUNCES

STUDEBAKERGUNDAY * 3:30

THEATER
RECITAL—TENOR

CYRIL PITTS

Seats 83c to $2.20 Box Office Now

“ Best musical comedy since ‘ Of Thee I Sing *.’—C. Cassidy, Journal of Commerce.
7:1: at Michigan §

: BlA&KSI@NE Phone HiARrison 6609
TOMNIGHT 8:30]
FOBAR INC- Evenings: 55, $1.10, $1.65, $2.20

presents Mats. Wed. & Sat.: 55¢, $1.10, $1.65

She Great Continental Farce-Comedy Success! ‘

NOW ACCLAIMED BY CHICAGO CRITICS AS A
LAUGH RIOT

GLENN HUNTER

FAVORITE PLAY |

MATINEES
THIS WEERK
THURS., & SAT.

Judith

ERLANGER--LAST 2 WEEKS

“Its acting and staging is an affair of much dutmctton
Anderson and Helen Menken give notable performances.”
Charies Collins . . . Chicago Tribune
. . Another brilliant ﬁrlt-m'ght."
Ashton Stevens . . (Ahvimt]o American

HELEN

ANDERSON  MENKEN

«ZOF AKINS PULITZER PRIZE PLAY
sasen o EDITH WHARTON'S wover

THE OLD MAID

GOOD SEATS ALL PERFORMANCES

NO INCREASE IN PRICES NEW YEAR'S EVE!
MATINEES: T5c, $1, $1.50, $2. NIGHTS: T5¢, $1, $1.50, §2, $2.50 PLUS TAX

TIRST PL\Y OF THEATRE GUILD & AMERICAN THEATRE SOCIETY SERLES

“Drama with a big ‘D’ .

L4
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