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Horace Denslow, New York financier, is slain in
2 Georgia hunting lodz
Pilot Davy Allen
metal. Prescott, I

¥ with
ious

where he

che some of

1slow’s mana z :
a mysterious woman’'s voice over the phone,
phones Linda Telfair by long distance to hurry to
the lodge, which adjoins her p .
she finds Denslow’s body and bit
form a note incriminating
the murdered man’s son. }
Mrs. Denslow has divorced the financier because
of another woman in his life and that woman's
son, who was Davy
the lifeless body of
Lucius, family liner, discovers a ‘' conjure
stone,” which Prescott cracks open, revealing to
Linda bars of gold. At the inqguest the * other
woman " in Denslow’s life, Mrs. Berteau, makes
ene. Davy dow murmurs wor
Linda recegnizes >
enslow when she found him dead. Words
Psalms: “For, lo, the wicked bend their
£ receives through the mail a lett
a cipher. Linda finds the key in the
‘For, lo, the wicked . . . ete”
aviati

ntation, There
of paper: which
ory Denslow.

hides the' scraps.

Allen. the pilot. Linda spies

llen perched in a ftree. Old

s as those on the page

Kate
flies Linda to New York, where
rities open Denslow’s safety deposit boxes
1 learns that Davy Allen’s widow has found
another cipher containing a Bible quotation and
the word *‘ Chicago.” In Denslow’s safety deposit
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graver as she felt that, ) en
of rapture th ere | di core
of external compulsions e d %
ness of life as it surrounded them and out Of -
romantic eestasy of life as it could never be for
either of them unti isiw 1
“Did vou bring those copies with vou, Gi o
she asked.
‘I did. t dai where
[ meant Vou .y to the
hotel, but maybe mother and
there was no reason I shou
“No reason. he k soot Let me
see those c¢
She cleared Kate t. ultra modern
writing desk and he op 1t
“Who do you thi e 1 in tl

originals ? " Linda asked,

enslow related, * | can comprehend that stra

He said over and over that I o

said some onc aght to £0 ba
1d ook after our stone walls,” Mrs.
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xpression better now than when he talked to me.

as very emphatic; he was very excited about

1t to send

back at once to Albemarle ta look after our
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But she did not give up; indeed, she was

so intent on the
1

cures that the opening of the
r S o

door surpr

There stood Kate.

Instinctiy Linda snatched
heets. but me i

she felt the

been doing. So she told

about the ciphers and about the two

they had read.

better go*back s¢

Kate  fully

agreed.  * You'd better get < home as quick
vou can. How about my flying vou?”
¢y

You want to, Kate?

‘Want to? . . . Well, however ['ve come to

I

remember I

you, maybe yvou
thing of a friend

ant to go with

started out in this affair as somce

of Davy Allen . ;. .- If you don't

1e U'll fly down myself anyhow, just on a chance
iving slightly ahead of certain parties 4

~§F\HE flight southward different, partic-

8 ularly after they encountered a fog. It w

spotty at first; they edged inland and flew about

it, but at last it spread everywhere before them

boxes found a white envelope containing more Father, I'm sure.  The, ‘ e and they were down in a field near Reidsville.
ciphers paper Niles E sent-in.the mail, e one of us “ He wouldn’t explain. I had the impression ' There they caught a train, but it was nearly mid-
INSTALLDMENT XI. not in the same cipher.” hat wall.” “that he couldn’t.® I mean; that he was phoning: n; before they ched Albemarie.

¢ Y REGG attacked his copy of the second “Which are the 'three you tried?” e ¢ ed her hand tightly before releasing to me under difficulties’ or under danger to him- They sat in the Telfair living room. Linda,
page of figures found in his father’s He showed her the iourt “ I a moment. f, perhaj e probably could not talk more  fier mother, Dan and Dr. Ames—and Kate Kelly.
E safety deposit box. The result was the Pending o letters .and =ve got to: pl : \t the time I fc d he was incoherent.  Outside, the heavy rain, which had followed the
same. decoding, 1s the key hese. Come | sce now that there was more meaning:in what foo. boomed on the roof. Intermittently the
For a long time he struggled with his decoding, For, lo, the wicked be back by " he said d-wheeled chariots of thunder were dragged
checking his count of the letters, repeating witl e got onys Q iatter had irom . now Is that all he I, moti er spot flashes of lightning.
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utmost care each operation, but with no better the three sheets n ‘ ed ne 0, he said some one else ought to go at once ged herself in a delicately knitted
result. and” it was { s She “hicagos 1 asked hiny why ? e said, " Because let you go out on any errand

He had decoded a senseless string of letters
that could not possibly be arranged in words.
It became apparent to him as he sat at the table,
frowning and running his hands through his hair,

that the first message and its solution must have

been unrelated to the rest. He had felt sure th:
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he applied to these figures the same

which had made sense of the first mes-
sage, he would learn the secret of his father’s

tried the fifth sheet;

on tl
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vour head

wonde

blow it in the most

such’a ravi

have d chance to be . in time ther

vord -from him with tl

late already 1 Georgia;

on the job in C

1 at the old Lake Fotest

can’t!. Why, the things you've

the things you've done have

| don't’ see how you've stood

it. When [ got your:telegram from New York
that vou'd arrived, and 1 hadn’t even

known yvou'd left, I thought I'd have a break-

down! Now you say you've got to go out again

and vou won't tell me where.vou're going, and all

vou will tell me is I must cay nothing to

disposal of his fortune, but now he felt as far @ more exotic clima he; s i b anvbody about it. Don’t yon ! that something
aw from disclosing the contents of those tan- for that ci be 3 beut, a 1 nd. prob- dreadful is going to come of all this?
talizing figures as any one could be. or so off Tahiti . . 4 right about Chicago. Daniel looked bright-eyed at his sister. Linda’s

It unquestionably was true that the papers in on. 1 and . callc return had meant a further heightening of the
the vault, which he had copied, had been them- [ INDA ‘smiled and then stared down at tl Linda 1 here! ‘e this H ette Dens-  tense excitement which her departure had dimin-
selves copies. Who had the originals and what 4 slip; of paper. Her cheeks tvere a little more “Linda Telfair! From Albe He hatever we did i winked Linda, and patted his
were they doing with them? red than they been At this sheet “Yes, mother. ' She flew up e Kelly ourselves. - He "said, trust no jead. care of her.  We'll be

Gregg jumped up and for a few moments paced makes a start,” she said. [t was se: right side of all this blackness before
the room in the relief of physical motion. “What?” joined them; too. can our- long now, mother.”

His mother was not in her room and he was o Be ceeded in attz hicago: I' can start in an Yet they waited a few minutes while the thun-
glad of it.. He. would prefer to report to her The of paper, ‘which was Gregg’s of her. Gregg noticed it at once. k' home, Linda?®’ der rolled into the distance and the rain-squall
after he had accomplished more, copy of the sixt age from the t, was “ Mother, what's happened? . . . Or, aren’t blew out. - Linda, Kate Kel Dr. Ames and

He attacked the third page of figures and was in the corner Nov. 2. The numbers on this slip you glad that Linda is here?” some one in Danny went out to the doctor's wetly glistening
making no more sense of them when the room were: Fa g speaking as sedan and climbed inside. On the floor Dan

kissed Linda. Go to hit deposited a pair of ts and a pair of

phone rang, and when he mechanically answered, ) 4 14 Q

( revolvers.

him as soon as you get home and tell

Linda’s voice came to his ears. 95 41 =D 1 G2 e iregg
“Hello, Gregory. How are you?” 54 79 o . 11 g 16200 of Linda's we've learned about the wall—and The doctor drove with Iinda.seated beside him.
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voice! It's grand of you to telephone me all the bank,” Gregg went on. *“ You'd gone out.” have the ori o oo ‘or Some. SOrE. - haditoldiher that harold stone ol hitwean the
way up here!” Linda had substituted for the first seven “¥Yes,” his mother said. “ When I d, of copies; they've also caught on to the code. swamp and the cypress was gone. Now, as he

“It’s the fourth time I've phoned you this the corresponding letters in the “key” verse [ found that yvou had bec here and gone. 1 Thev're ahead of us 'at home in Georgia and drove through the rainy darkness, he merels
morning,” Linda said and laughed with an excite- before she had looked. up. These letters were phoned Mr, Prescott. He told me what you had they're on their way fo C s Brs 16 P i le s ented Wis Wabfineg 1o her-as to they would
ment which he somewhat vainly attributed tothe oldwall, doi f 't nk; but he did not know heat them there I (1 & da had

fact she was talking to him. “Old wall!” cried Gregg. “What's next?” you had gone aft 11 Dr. A e I it's no use c y out, 1
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“I'm in New York! Gregg! Gregg! I'm in cop How..f copit S 2 o1 of {ohches,

New York!” Linda could contain her secret no Linda wondered, of the which “The highest cypress near the swamp ise—tHat
fonger. “Kitty Kelly brought me in her plane!” Mr.  Preseott P who, “among  éne.” Danny said: his i on it. “1 checked up
“here was. such a long silence that her next those whomehe trusted. cart ey e ISR < SIR IR i T

words were agitated. “ What’s the matter? Did Why had Gregg and she been able to  were working, you see.”

I do wrong to come here? Because, if it’s bother- decode one from the safety-deposit “When,” —asked Linda,” her eves large in

ing you at all I'll go right back. I wanted to be box and not her six which accom-, light, * when do you reckopn tl were her
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your way—" unlocked one fail re th This mornin DA rep what “ hre
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ked with Gre The men and the truck

were gone then, but they'd just been here.”

Now, alone and waiting,

apology. He had recovered completely and the

more clear and

next words she heard were in a voice that carried

delight. “I’'m coming there, honey! “I couldn’t get any trace of them. Hundr

the verse which Kate Kelly had brough

both wavs on the state road.
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Just tell me where you are; and—O, wait for me

with nobhady

one could have
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“I'll wait, Gregg! I'm . . .” written it down.  noticing . . ey of "'us, Lnda;
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said. PRESS, they ¢ messs n 5 - :

She took both his hands. “I never thought in  in their excitement. D owis wid i ek sk She Bad lspacéd buf n th e letter g
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