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Four Yuletide
Premieres for
Chicago Stage

Holidays Bring Flurry
of New Shows; Dennis
King in Comedy.

By Charles Collins.

LIVELY flurry of new shows

comes sweeping into Chicago

with the advent of the Christ-

mas holidays. This is a tra-
ditional occurrence, but for several
years it has been a diminishing
phenomenon of the theatrical sea-
son. The premigres on the Yuletide
calendar for 1934, however, mark a
quickening of activity. There will
be four events to challenge the aft-
tention of playgoers and reviewers
—a condition which justifies a cer-
tain degree of optimism about the
future of the Chicago stage.

An advance survey of these ngv-
elties in threatrical éntertainment is
in order. Here are the jottings that
will guide my playhouse pilgrimages
this week:

Dennis King—Anh actor with s
legend for popularity in Chicago and
with a past that covers both opexr-
etta and the romantic drama. His
engagement in “Richard of Boi-
deaux ” was one of the high points
in Chicago’s last theatrical season.
Mr. King will bring to the Harrix
theater on Christinas eve a new play
called “ Petticoat Fever "'—a comedy
said to combine the elements of ro-

mantic adventure, wit, and love
affairs.
New Role

for Dennis King.

The star has the role of a radio
operator in a remote station on the
barren coast of Labrador, where a
group of travelers is stormbound.
The title suggests that woman
trouble breaks loose in the group,
with Mr. King as its focus. The
presence in the company of two at-
tractive leading women, Ona Munson
and Doris Dalton, heightens my sus-
picions. The history of “ Petticoat
Fever ” is thus far limited to a re-
cent and successfull engagement in

Philadelphia. The author is Mark
Reed.

“ Stevedore” — A drama whose
opening in the . Selwyn theater

Christmas eve will mark the debut
of a new play producing organiza-
tion called the Drama Union, pat-
terned after the Theater Union of
New York. This group or move-
ment will specialize in ‘““the drama
of social importanece,’”t which appar-
ently means themes of proletarian
protest and radical rhetoric.

This play deals with Negro dock
laborers in New Orleans and a minor
race riot. It was written by Paul
Peters and George Sklar; it had a
run of 26 weeks last season in New
York, where its melodramatic scenes
were regarded as highly effective;
and most of its players are experi-
enced Negro professionals. The cast
is practically the same as that of
the New York run; this, in fact, is
the original Theater Union company
and production, sponsored by the
new born Drama Union.

" King Lear"
by Globe Players.

“King Lear”—A new production
by the Old Globe players of A Cen-
tury of Progress, to mark the ‘open-
ing of an engagement at the Stude-
baker theater on Christmas night.
This version of the classic tragedy
will run for an hour and a half, with
Carl Benton Reid'in the title rdle. It
will be followed by “As You Like It."
These two plays will form the eve-
ning program :through. - the .week.
Daily matinée performances will con-
sist of Marlowe’s ‘“Doctor Faustus ”
and “The Taming of the Shrew.”
Curtain hours, 2:30 and 8:30 p. m.

Monte Carlo Ballet Russée—The
most brilliant company of dancers
in the world today begins a  week
of repertory in the Auditorium thea-
ter mext Wednesday. For further
details see the musie editor’s column
on another page of this section.

Showboat Dixiana — This Thes-
pian barge, to be found in the north
branch at Diversey parkway, will
add “ Bertha, the Beautiful Sewing
Machine Girl”. to-the sentimentali-
ties of the season next Wednesday
night.

Furthermore, the .prospects for
theatrical amusement in Chicago
after the first of the year are dis-
tinetly encouraging., The tide in the

DENNIS
KING AND
COMPANY

Dennis King brings a
new play, called "'Pet-
ticoat Fever,'' to the
Harris theater to en-
liven Chicago's
Christmas

Above, his
woman, Ona Munson;
center, the star him-
self; below, the hand-

some Doris Dalfon.

[Photos by Murray Kor-
man and Alfredo Valente.l

holidays.
leading
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OPENING:

“ Petticoat Fever,”
opens to-

Pennis Xing in'
comedy; Harris theater;
morrow night,

“ Stevedore,” drama; Selwyn theater;
opens tomorrow night.

0ld Globe Theater company in plays
by Shakespeare; Studebaker thea-
ter; opens Tuesday night; * King
Lear” and others.

Monte Carlo Ballet Russe, in reper-
tory; Auditorium theater; opens
Dec. 26 for one week.

WEEKLY CHANGES:

Palace theater: Vaudeville and cin-
ema; Milton Berle, headliner.

Chicago theaier: Vaudeville and cin-
ema; Christmas revue.

State-Lake theater: Vaudeville and
cinema; Joe Laurie's revue, head-
liner.

Star and Garter theater: Burlesque;
Ada Leonard in *“ Christmas ¥ol-
lies.”

CONTINUED:

“ An Wilderness,” with George M.
Cohan; Theater Guild production;
Erlanger theater; third week.

with Eugénie

theater;

“ Romance,”
Leontovich;
fifth week.

“ Bertha, the Beautiful Sewing Ma-
chine Girl,” melodrama revival;
Show Boat Dixiana, north branch
at Diversey parkway; opens Dec. 26,

drama,
Blackstone

“ As Thousands Cheer,” revue; Grand
Opera house; reopens Dec. 25; sev-
enth week.

COMING:

“ Roberta,” musical comedy;
ger theater; opens Jan. 6.

Erlan-

Abbey Theater company of Dublin,
in repertory; Harzis theater; opens
Jan. 28.

Hva Le Gallienne in “ L’Aiglon.™ and
other plays; Grand Opera house;
opens Feb. 4,

depression of the legitimate theater
has turned, according to present
omens, and the New York impre-
sarios are beginning to send com-
panies on tour again,.

“ Roberta,” notable musical comedy
hit on Broadway last year, is sched-
uled to open at the Erlanger theater
Jan. 6, follawing * ‘Ah! Wilderness."
[This is the show that contains the
popular song, ‘Smoke Gets in Your

Eyes.”] The Abbey Theater com-
pany of Dublin will bring its reper-
tory of Irish plays, including several

_new items, to the Harris theater for

an engagement' that will begin Jan.
28. "Eva Le Gallienne will arrive at
the Grand Opera house Feb. 4 in
“I’Aiglon” and other plays.
Other theatrical possibilities of the
winter are the D’Oyly Carte Opera
company, in a repertory of the works

RESERVE NOW FOR NEW YEAR’S
EVE,

DINE, DANCE AND SEE
ALL 3 SHOWS OF THE
ENTIRELY NEW REVUE

HELLD

Johann Strauss and His Orchestra
120—Artists and Girls—120

PAR]!
NA HELLD

Tom Gerun Dance Band

$10 PER PERSON.
PHONE LONGBEACH 2210

of Gilbert and Sullivan; *“ Dods-
worth,” long-run New York hit, with
its original company, and *“ The
Great Waltz,” an elaborate musical
show whieh has been flourishing in
the huge Rockefeller Center theater,

The Christmas blooming of new
productions on the New York stage
this week recalls the pre-depression
era. ‘The list of premiéres, not in-
cluding two reopenings, runs to 15
titles. To equal this number you
will have to turn back to the Christ-
mas of 1928.

INSTEAD OF MONDAY NIGHT
[ CHRISTMAS EVE. ]-

MEW YEAR'S EVE HERE!
$4%0 HXes
SOUVENIRS FUNMAKERS
Sensational Entertainment
MAKE YOUR y
RESERVATIONS NOWI

Ferde Grofe's
Band at Drake:
CabaretShows

ERDE GROFE, composer and

" arranger of scores who has

been one of the leading figures

in the establishment of jaz
music on an artistic basis, will bring
his dance orchestra to the Drake
hotel next Saturday night. For
many years he was pianist and
arranger for Paul Whiteman, and
he has made important contributions
to the library of orchestra jaz. His
orchestration of Gershwin’s * Rhap-
sody in Blue” is famous. Grofe’s
dance band has played engagements
in many first class hotel dining
TOOmMS,

® Elaborate plans have been made

for New Year's eve parties in
the cafés and cabarets. Some of the
downtown hotels have arranged for
special floor space in their ball-
rooms for the celebration, which
promiges to be the most spirited
since 1930.

@ Cherniavsky, the orchestra lead-

er famous for his musieal eccen-
iricities, will add color te the holiday
spirit that will pervade the Joseph
Urban room tomorrow night with a
“Christmas Eve in Moscow ’ cele-
bration. During his two years at the
Chicago theater he has proven him-
self not only a musician but a show-
man, By adding a classic touch to
popular dance rhythms he produces
2 new tempo which he calls * sym-
pho-syncopation.” He has a 13 piece
band.” The floor show includes the
Townsends, a dance team, and Rob-
ert Royce, singer. On Christmas eve
Leone Mayer and Lester Hayes will
offer Russian dances, and a Russian
revue will be featured.

@ Paul Oscard, former producer of

stage shows for the Paramount-
Publix chain of theaters, will take
charge of the cabaret program at
Chez Paree on Dec. 27. He will form
a new ballet, and is preparing spe-

cial dancing numbers, called “ Fla-
menco,” “Cosmopolitan Scene,”
“Black and Rose,’”” and “Two

Moods.”

@ The Hersey Twins, Edyth and

Billy, a dancing team, have been
udded to the cabaret program at the
Blackhawk restaurant, where Kay
Kyser is band leader and wmaster of
the revels.

® The Christmas eve party in the

Marine dining room of the Edge-
water Beach hotel will have the St.
Peter’s church choir as its feature.
These fifty singers in vestments,
carrying lighted candles; will be ac-
companied by James Xozak's or-
chestra in a repertory of Christmas
carols and anthems.

® Bob Ripa, of the Empire room’s

new ‘“Haoaliday Revue,” which
was launched last Thursday night,
is regarded a new genius in juggling
tricks. He is a Dane, 19 years old.
Other entertainers are. De -Roze,
from Maxim’s of Paris; Harris,
Claire, and Shannon, dancing trio;
Tommy Martin, sleight-of-hand man;
Roy ‘'Cropper, operetta tenor; and
Ted Weems’ band.

@ ©Old London Inn, a sequel to the

Cheshire Cheese Inn of the Eng-
lish Village at A Century of Prog-
ress, has been opened at 744 Rusgh

PLAYS
CLASSIC
HEROINES

Irene Tedrow is one
of the leading ac-
tresses of the Old
Globe company, for-
merly of A Century
of Progress. This fa-
mous organization
has ended its stay at
MecVicker's theater as
an adjunct tfo the
cinema, and will be-
gin a run at the
Studebaker on Christ-
mas night, giving pro-
grams of two plays

matinee and night.
[H. A. Atwell Photo.}

street. Same management; same

cuisine, with elaborations; and some

EVERY NIGHT
IN THE

EMPIRE ROOM
PALMER HOUSE

Chicago’s most.brilliani evens

The Holiday Revue
DE ROZE

‘The Wonder Barman from Chez Maxim’s,
The Sensation of the Generalion.
(10:00 p. m. and 12:00 p. m. shows only)

FIRST SHOW AT 7:30 SHARP
ROY CROPEER

(Held over by popwar demand)
HARRIS, CLAIRE AND SHANMNON
TOMMY MARTIN BOB RIPA
ABBOTT INTERNATIOMNAL DAMCERS

TED WEEMS' MUSIC

DIMNNER $2.50
No cover charge. Minimum charges,
Dinaer $2.50. Supper $2.00.
(8at. St ~nd Hol.—~Suppez $2.50)
LURNCHEON LAbN ING

Every Saturday, 1 to 4
Luncheon—$1.35, plus %ax.
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. TOMORROW RIGHT |

énjoy a %

“GHRISTMAS EVE i
W MOSCOW® |

with Josef 4
CHERNIAVSKY ¢

The Dyngmie Russion Maesire and
His Orchestra

Gala Russian Revus
in the

JOSEPH URBAN
ROOM

Spend a Gay Xmas Eve that will
be colorful—different—exciting.

NO COVER CHARGE

Minimum $1.50
You Need Spend No More

- CONGRESS MOTEL
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of the Merrie England pageanteers
and mummers as official greeters.

® The New Year's eve celebration

in the Walnut room of the Bis-
marck hotel will include an expand-
ed floor show. Bliss, Lewis, and Ash,
soft shoe dancers, and the McNallie
Sisters, singers and dancers, are
among the recent additions to the
troupe.

The Floridan room in the St.

Clair hotel provides the atmos-
phere of a winter seaside resort in
the subtropics. Jimmie Bell’s band
plays for dancing.

® The French Casino’s new revue,

which gives Johann Strauss IIL.
his American debut, has been re-
ceived as a worthy successor to the
‘““Folies Bergeres.” It blends the
atmosphere of Parisian and Viennese
night life, and contains as many
performers as a first class Broadway
revue. The program has more
humor than its predecessor, and
Robins, a comedian from the Am-
bassadeurs music hall of Paris, is
a notable contributor to the mirth.
This a brilliant spectacle of the
super-cabaret type. The revue is

Good Actor

IERRE WATKINS is making
his first Chicago appearance in
“Romance” at the Blackstone
since he played here with Wil-

liam Courtney in ‘ Dangerous FPeo-
ple.” He appeared recently in New
York in Elmer Rice’s “ We, the Peo-
ple,” and in “ Mad Hopes,” with Vio-
let Kemble-Cooper. Previous Broad-
way engagements included * The Ac-
quittal,” with Orystal Hearne, and
“Meet the Wife,” with Mary Be-
land. Last spring and summer he
appeared as leading man with the
Henderson Play Festival company
in Milwaukee and Ann Arbor. He
played opposite Mary Pickford on
her recent vaudeville tour in * The
Church Mouse,” but not in Chicago.

Chicago Dancer.
Margaret Saye, a Chicago dancer,
has entered the cast of “ As Thou-
sands Cheer” at the Grand Opera
house.

__SHOW BOAT DIXIANA — ||

In River—Diversey Pkwy. Bridge—2200 West
Mat. Today 2:15—386c, 50c Inel, Tax

“4 LITTLE OUTCAST”

Ay 2 v Tonight 8:15—50¢, 7be, $1.00, Incl. Tax
now divided into three sections. All seats reserved. Reservations, Pli. Armitage 9700
— — e —
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The Red

Canape Lorenzo Fresh
Cider and Grapefruit Punch

Cream of Chicken Mulligatawney

Candied Sweet Potato
Creamed Keohlrahi

nn Cherries with Cake
Fruit Bouquet Jello’
Chocolate,

ueen

Rolls or

Coffee Tea Mllk

Neorthwest Corner State and Monroe

TODAY'S SUNDAY DINMER MENU

SERYED FRCM 4 P. M. TO
$1.25 per person

Supreme of Fresh Fruit Au Maraschine
Shrimp Cocktail Louisianne
Stuffed Deviled Egg

Golden Heart Celery en Branche

Broiled Whole Live Baby Lobster, Drawn Butter

Hslf Spring Chicken Frigd, Creamed Mushrooms,
Supreme of Long Island Ducklmg with York Ham, Sliced Avocado, Florida
Beef Tenderloin Steak Saute Arlesienne,
Roast Prime Rib of Beef Au Jus, Yorkshire Pudding

French Fried
Spinach Florentine

Hearts of Lettuce and Grapefruit Salad
French or Thousand Island Dressing

Apple Pie, Blueherry Pie a la mode, Pumpkin, or Mince Pie Brandy Sauce
Butter Scotch Pudding with Whipped Cream
Pineapple Sundae
Vanilla, Strawberry Ice Cream

IR

Lion Inn

10 P, M.

Blue Point Oysters on Half Shell
Chilled Tomato Juice
Chilled Pineapple Juice

Giant Ripe Olives
Tomato Bouillon Chantilly

Banana Fritter, Jelly

Fried Egrl Plant and Tomato

Baked Idaho Potato

Carrots and Peas in Butter g

Rum Cake

Camembert, Olde English, Swiss, or Cottage Cheese with Toasted Crackers

Toasted Buttered Enghsh Muffins with Orange Marmalade

Putterm\lk Hot Chocolate
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= For a really enjoyable mesl, atiractively served, to the accompaniment -
of good musical entertainment, come to .

The Bed Lion Inn .
=

An excellent Sunday Dmner is also served at $1.00 per person today.
Dancing and entertainment from & 1o 9:30 P. M.

EBDIE VARZOS AND HIS LONDON ORCHESTRA é
Berte and Kolya, exhibition dancers, =
Polly Brinkerhoff, soprano, and Phil Shuken, tenor. L]

Telephona RANdolph 5408

$6R ERON( Pty

e BLUE FOUNTAIN

0M $5°° PEPP[FSO/V

FOREMOST IN ERIENDIINESS |
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ERLANGERI"=LAST 2 WEEKS

Matinges Wed. and Sat. at 2:10 (No Sunday Performance)

CURTAIN RISES AT

8:10 SHARP NIGHTLY

Seats Now for All Remaining Performances

NO BOOST IN PRICE FOR THE HOLIDAYS

$2.20, $1.65, $1.10, 83c.
Subscription Play.

The Theatre Guild Presents
EUGENE O’NEILL’S COMEDY

I |
b
g

LI

WITH

GEORGE M. COHAN

Eves. $2.75, $2.20, $1.65, $1.10, 83c.
First American Theatre Society

ERNESS!

Wed. and Sat.

Matinees

Save by Subscribing.

SUNDAY,

MAX GORDON Presents

BERT/

The Only Musical Comedy on Tour in the U. S,
(Adapted from Alice Duer Miller’s Novel, “Gowns by Roberta’)

By JEROME KERN and OTTO HARBACH
WITH THE NEW YORK CASY
Direct from One Solid Year in the New Amsterdam Theater, New York

EVES.: $3.30, $2.75,
MATS! WED. AND SAT.:

MAIL ORDERS NOW

JAN. 6TH

$2.20, $1.65, $1.10
$2.20, $1.65, $1.10, 83¢

BOX OFFICE SALE
SUN., DEC, 30TH

|

P U

MATINEES
THIS WED. & SAT.
NEXT TUES, & SAT

LASY
TIME

CLIFTON

WE!

{ IN THE GREATEST
MUSICAL REVU
OF ALL TIME

Year's Kve),
$2.20,

- New
“R'( nn\
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CRAND_| ast 2 Weeks|

TUE@DAY—--CH;R!STMAS MIGHT
BUY FOR NEW YEAR'S EVE NOW
Sam' H Harris Presents

14
DOROTHY

o T STONE WATE RS

“A twelve strike.”” Ashton Stevens,

ican,

i “An instantaneous hit.”

“Don’t miss this one,” Gail Borden, Times.

$1.10 to $8.30,
), $3.85

O T T ST,

HELEN ' }
BRODERICK
ETHEL |

T AT L N A D O,

“The Perfect Revue,” Chas. Collins.
Tribune.

Amer-
Lloyd Lewis, News.

Mats.,
. $4.40. Floor,

$1.19 fu $:2.76. New |
5f), tax included

THOUSANDS TURNED

8 EVENINGS

DE
COMPANY OF 125

8. HUROK PRESENTS (OL W.

BALLET

MONTE CAR

T LAMQRO Us HOLIDAY SEASON |
OnNLY APPEARAMNCE THIS YEAR

AWAY LASP SEASON

OQPENING THIS WEDNESDAY — DEC. 26
5 MATINEES ONLY

DE BASIL'S

USSE

SYMPHONY QRCHESTRA

Boutique Fantasque, Aurora’s

Only. Midwestern City which will see the great spe« taculgr Ballets—
Wedding,

¥ire Bird, Petrouchka.

Fantastic Toy Shop; Beau Danube.

and Sylphides.
FRIDAY MATINEE, Dec.

Scuola di Ballo, Beau Danube.
FRIDAY EVE., Dec.

Bird, Prince lgor.
SATURDAY MATINEE, Dec.

SATURDAY EVE., Dec. 29—Aurora’
Union Pac:ﬁc, Beau Danube

OPENING NIGHT, Dec ec. 26 and Thursday Mat-—
Aurora’s Wedding! (new) from Sleeping Beauty
by T<chalkowsky, Boutique Fantasque (new),

THURSDAY EVE.—Fire Bird (new), Union Pacific,

28—Aurcra’s Wedding,
28—Aurora’s Wedding, Fire

29—-Contes Russes
new). Boutique Fantasque, Prince Igor.

PRICES:

1000 Seats, All Perform-
ances, at 83¢c, $1.10,
$1.65, otBeru $"“0 S\’ 3

l)ec i
New Your s Bve—a Bnlletq i
—to $5.50, A

AUDITORIUM
THEATRE

HAR. 1169
DIRECTION:

s Wedding,

SSEEA

GRACE DENTON i |

Ceniral

HARRIS =i

Matinees Wed. & Sat., 2:40
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LIMITED ENGAGEMENT
Commenging Tomerrew Night
(XMAS EVE) at 8:40

GLORIOUS HOLIDAY TREAT

IN MARK REED'S NEW

SECOND AMERICAN THEATRE

RICHARD ALDRICH and ALFRED de LIAGRE, Jr.,

IENNIS KING

!

L : »

a PETTICOAT FEVER

: DON'T FAIL TO HEAR HMIM SING THE NEWEST SONG HIT

! "1 OYE TIPTOED THROUGH MY HEART"

_g BOX OFFICE PRICES—FVGS ORCH ‘$2 50 $1.50; BAL., $2, $1.50, $1., 75¢
! 'MATS.: ORCH., $2, $1.50; BAL $2, ")'1 50, Sl 75¢ (Plus Tax)

*

B

Seats Mow for New Year’s Eve—Prwes SI 80 1o $3.50—Plus Tax
'IIIIIlllnllllllllullllllll}ﬂlﬂl,lllmﬂllmlﬂllll!lllI!l‘ll.lIlll.lIIJIlIIIII!lIlIIlIlllII.IXItllHMhIu 10 0 e e g

present

ROLLICKING COMEDY

1O ) 0

" SOCLETE.. SUBSCRIPTION PLAY

LAST 2 WEEKS

EVES, (EX. SUN.)
MATS., WED. & SAT.

®
EUGENIE

LEONTOVICH

in EDWARD SHELDON'S

‘RORANRCE’

Seats on sale for last twe Holiday ¢

weeks (Dec. 24 to Jan. 5). No
advance in prices.

EVE. PRICES: b55c, $1.10, $1.65,
$2.20. MATS. WED. and SAT.

55c, $1.10, $1.65

SEATS MOW ON SALE FOR
NEW YEAR'S EVE. NO AD-
VAMCE IN PRICES.

STUDEBAKER—Operis Xmas Night

Michigan at Van Bur(.n
"TPelephone, HA Rrison 2752

OLD GLOBE THEATRE
PLAYERS

Streamlined Shakespeare

TWO PLAYS AT EACH PERFORMANCE

Each night except Sun- | “King Lear”

day at 8:30 P, M. “As You Like It”

Mats. Wed., Thur., Fri., Sat. at 2:30 P.M.
MARLOWE'S “DR. FAUSTUS"

SHAKESPEARE'S “COMEDY OF ERRORS”

Prices All Performances—386¢ to 7be plue tax

WEEKS

SELWYN 4 =%

 OPENING
TOMORROW MNIGHT

“STEVEDORE™

DYNAMIC PLAY aof the
NEW ORLEANS WATER FRONT

By Paul Peters and Gearge Skiar

Hailed by Sidney Howard, Elmer Rice,
Erskine Caldwell, Carl Van Vechten,
Rill Robinson, W. E. B. Du Bois, James
Weldon Johnson, Ethel Waters, James
W. Ford, John Howard Lawson, John
Dos Passos, Rabbi louis Newman,
Brooks Atkinson, Robert Benchley, and
other leading critics and writers, as 2
challenging play, produced on a high
level of dramatic art.
EVENINGS 46c to $2
Mats. Wed. & Sat., 40c to $1.50

SPEGIAL MAT. TUES., DEC. 2§

For information regarding special rates
for Theater Parties, Ph. Dearborn 2688.

e e

ORCHESTRA HALL
(CHICAGO SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA = "fGonaueion ™

Conductor
WEDNESDAY | THURS. EVE'G
AT 2:16 i FRI. AFT'N
Dvorak “Carneval” . . Y
Ov.: Brahms Sym, No, | Mlschastcha-Lnff
2, D Major: Strauss Soloist
Tone Poem, “Don | Smetana “Vysehrad'’

| Dvorak  Sym. No '3;
Glazounow ViolinCon,
A Minor; Glazounow

“Ruses d'Amour."

(":’:y_c to 60c)

S

Juan''; Paganini Moto
Perpetuo; Alfver !
“Midsummer Wake."

“rop.” (‘()NCFRT SA'I' EVE.

Subscribe for the Tribune




