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Leslie

Rival Players
Exchange Bows
OverOpenings

Miss Cowl Postpones Her
"First Lady" Premiere

in Favor of ""Hamlet."

By Charles Collins.
N exchange of
Leslie

Cowl

courtesies be-
Howard and
has solved the
problem of Christmas first

tween
Jane

nighting which Chicago's stage
schedule recently contained. Miss
Cowl, eorrectly taking the view that

a distinguished début in
“Hamlet” should have precedence

actor's

over her own offering of a clever
modern comedy,
premiére until the following after-
noon, Saturday, Dec. 26.

Her decision. followed a graceful
endeavor by Mr. Howard to per-
suade the dramatic critics to at-
tend Miss Cowl's opening instead
of his own, which failed to achieve
its purpose because such matters
are controled judgment of news

has postponed her

b v

and art values and cannot be ar-
ranged on any other basis. Cer-
tainly Mr. Howard and Shake-

speare have the call for Christmas
night, and Miss Cowl, whose act-
ing of the role of Juliet fourteen
years ago is the proudest passage
of her brilliant career, is to be con-
gratulated upon her decision. Her
postponement offers her the agree-
able consolation of attending the
rival premiére and discovering how
Mr. Howard acts Hamlet.

In New York Leslie Howard
came into conflict with an experi-
enced and impressive Hamlet from
London—that of John Gielgud—and
the eritics made him unhappy with

their invidious comparisons. The
incident of the two Hamlets on
Broadway has been the most dis-

cussed event of the theatrical sea-
son in the east; echoes have
traveled across nation; and
American playgoers are, oddly
enough, manifesting an intense
interest in the tragedy of the
Prince of Denmark. “Hamlet” has
suddenly become news in spite
of the movies and the night clubs,
and Shakespearean scholars are
vastly enjoying this revolutionary
occurrence,

its
the

Howard's Theory

of Staging Classics.

Mr. Howard's
his approach to his difficult task
deserves quotation as a foreword
to his brief Chicago engagement

own statement of

in the Grand Opera house, which
is limited to eight night and three
afternoon performances. In an
article contributed to the Stage
magazine he has written:

“When an actor, one who is

completely lacking in the remotest
form of classical training, attempts
the preparation, production and
performance of a Shakespearean
chef d'oeuvre, he saddles himself
with a responsibility which Iis
both dangerous and formidable, It
is dangerous because he may be
revealed [after many satisfactory
yvears of deception] in his true
colors as no actor at all in the
‘important’ sense, or at best as
one whose ~laim to attention has
been based on an attractive per-
sonality, a pleasing voice, or some
other originality of bearing. ...

“In regard to the method of
presentation and performance of
Shakespeare there are volumes
that can be said. We start with
two extremely opposed schools of
thought on this problem. . .. There
is the die-hard school which in-
sists that there is one way, and
only one, to do Shakespeare, and
that it is the way it has ‘always
been done,’ the classical way, with
rhetorical-poetical acting and a
background of rich realism. ... In
opposition we find the modern radi-
cals, or such as them who have
any use at all for Elizabethan
drama. With it is held that
nothing should retained of
earlier methods. The plays should
be cut, rearranged, scenes and lines
transposed, characters modified,
new meanings discovered, settings
made abstract and significant and
syvmbolie.

them
be

" As One Man of
Theater to Another."”

“I must confess
svmpathy

10 '8
for -either of
tremes. The nineteenth century
methods, whatever their merits,
are dead and gone and could find
no sympathy or understanding in
the modern theater. . . On the

lack of
these ex-

Ibsen Actress

INCE 1891, when New York
had its first glimpse of an
Ibsen play [“A Doll's House”]
there have been sixty differ-

ent productions of his plays.
“Hedda Gabler,” which has been
revived by Mme. Nazimova, has

been seen oftener than any other
of the playwright’s works,

In the history of Ibsen in Amer-
ica there no actress who has
done more for the playwright than
Nazimova. She has played most of
his important heroines, including
Hedda in “Lady from the Sea,”
Hilda Wangel in “The Master
Builder,” Nora in “ A Doll's House,”
Hedvig in “The Wild Duck,” and
Mrs. Alving in “ Ghosts.”
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owl in Christmas Spotlight

FAMOUS
STAR OF
"FIRST LADY"

Jane Cowl, one of
the most famous ac-
tresses of the Amer-
ican stage, comes te
the Harris theater
next Saturday in
"First Lady,"

ical comedy of so-

a satir-

ciety life in Washing-
ton, D. C. She is mak-
ing a ceast to coast

teur.
[Hal Phyfe Photo.]

other hand, departures as at-
itempted in Moscow or Berlin rep-
resent to me a still worse evil, in
that they are freakish to eye and
ear, and go directly counter to the
poetry, the living truth and beauty,
and the simple homeliness which
constitute nine-tenths of the appeal
of Shakespeare, ., . .

“I have gone to Shakespeare as
one man of the theater to another.
I have tried to wunderstand the
methods of his craftsmanship and
the conditions under which he
worked. I have been governed by
a spirit of reasonable humility but
not of slavish reverence. 1 have
had the nerve to consider the two
of us co-workers in a theatrical
enterprise, and have tried to forget
that my partner is separated from
me by over three hundred years of
time and ringing fame.”

Mr. Howard’s company iz rich
with players of wide experience in
both classical and modern drama.
Here are thumbnail sketches of
some of the principals:

Mary Servoss, who acts Queen
Gertrude: An actress who has
played many leading réles on the
American stage; last seen here in
“Tobacco Road.” Among her long
run plays were “Street Scene”
and “ Counsellor at Law.” She has
acted Portia in “The Merchant of
Venice” with David Warfield; and
the Queen in Norman Bel Geddes’
staging of “Hamlet” several years
ago, with Raymond Massey as the
star.

Wilfrid Walter, who appears as
King Claudius; probably the most
accomplished and versatile Shake-
spearean actor of the period. He
has played nearly all of the great
roles during years of association
with the “Old Vie” theater in
London and the Shakespeare Memo-
rial theater at Stratford-on-Avon.
He has appeared in Chicago as one
of the leading figures in the Strat-
ford Festival company.

Pamela Stanley, who is the
Ophelia: A talented young actress
who has made an impression in
London by brilliant acting of cer-
tain Shakespearean réles—Titania
n “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,”

Phoebe in “As You Like It,” and
Miranda in “The Tempest.” She
originated the title réle in * Vie-
toria Regina” in 1935.

Stanley Lathbury, who appears
as the First Gravedigger: He has
been Stratford’s favorite Shake-
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spearean clown. Ile has acted all
the comedy réles in five Stratford-
on-Avon festivals. He has not been
seen on the American stage since
1914,

Joseph Holland, who acfts Ho-
ratio: He has figured in Katharine
Cornell’s productions of ‘Romeo
and Juliet” and “ Saint Joan.” Iast
vear he appeared with Philip Meri-

“ Mu-
he Studebaker theater.
gie drift which
deals with an aspect of the misce-
genation problem in the south,
and it received respectful atten-
tion in New York last year,
It brings James Kirkwood,
eran star of the and

be that of the drama called
latto,” at
This is a work of tra

vet-

stage the

silent movies, and a cast which is

vale and Gladys Cooper in their  ¢aiq to be first rate. Its appear-

stagings of " Othello” and “Mac-  ahce in Chicago marks the trans-

beth. fer of the lease of the Stude-

baker to Martin Jones, a young

Studebaker Theater impresario who attracted attention

along Broadway last spring with

Gets New Managemeni’. a revue called “New Faces.” His

A Christmas premiére which arrival may turn out to be a much

should not be disregarded in the needed Dblood transfusion in Chi-
profusion of holiday offerings will cago theater management.
AMUSEMENTS. AMUSEMENTS.
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Night Clubs
Prepare Star
Holiday Bills

Veloz-Yolanda Return to
Palmer House; French
Revue Arrives Dec. 29.

WENTY mannequing and show

girls, twelve ballet dancers

and many principals will be

seen in Clifford €. Fisher's
“Revue Internationale,” staged by
Jean Le Seyeux, with ensembles
and dances directed by Maria Gam-
barelli, when it opens in the Casino
Parisien of the Morrison hotel on
Tuesday evening, Dec. 29. Eileen
O'Connor, a young ballerina who
has just returned from a success
in the London revue, “ Follow the
Sun,” will make her first appear-
ance in Chicago in this production.
Mary Raye and Naldi, ballroom
dancing team from Europe, new in
America, will also be prominent on
the bill.

@ Veloz and Yolanda, famous
dancers, will begin an engagement
in the Empire room of the Palmer
house next Wednesday evening.
They again bring their own orches-
tra, this time directed by George
Hamilton. They will be marking
up ftheir 1,500th performance in
Chicago when they take the floor
for the first show. Altogether they
have danced a total of fifty-six
weeks in the Palmer house. Twenty-

two of these weeks were in 1933
whe.r they made their Chicago
début. The remaining 34 weeks of

this total formed their record break-
ing 1935 run.

® A new night club called the
Trocadero Casino, at 445 East Erie
street and Lake Shore drive will
open next Wednesday. The enter-
tainment bill will be led by Fran-
cisco and Maria, a “'nmanish dance
team who have never playved in the
United States before. Other per-
formers will be the four McNallie
Sisters; Violet Love, a blues singer;
Pat Chandler, master of cere-
monies, and Don Fernando’s orches-
tra. 'The Trocadero Casino has a
capacity of about 300.

® The holiday revue which opened
last Friday in the Congress hotel's
Casino contains Mitzi Green as star.
In the two years since she ceased
to be a child movie actress, she has
made personal appearances in
theaters. Now, at 16, she looks like
a Hollywood ingénue. Featured
with her are Gomez and Winona,
ballroom dancers. Gus Arnheim's
orchestra supplies the music,

® New Year's eve at the Stevens
hotel will be celebrated in the Con-
tinental room. There will be danc-
ing to Frankie Masters’ orchestra,
and two large floor shows starring
Maurine and Norva, Florence Kope
and Donna Dae, the Continental
Trio and His Masters’ Voices.
Formal dress is requested.

In the Stevens ballroom, Ralph
Foote's 12-piece orchestra will pro-
vide dance music, with a floor show
in addition. Dress is optional. On
Christmas and New Year’s day, the
Continental room will offer concert
music by Margaret Conrad's en-
semble from 2 until 5 o’clock, and
dance music and entertainment
from 6 p. m. to Midnight,

® Morton Downey will head a holi-
day revue which opens at the Chez

T

IN NEW
SHOW AT
MORRISON

Eileen O'Connor, whe
will appear in the
"Casino Parisien"
show at the Hotel
Morrison, is a 17 year
old ballerina. This en-
tertainment will start
a new regime in en-
the
former Terrace room

on Dec. 29.
[8asha (London) Phote,}

tertainment in

appearance in several years. The
supporting cast for Downey in-
cludes Billy and Beverly Bemis,
young California dancers; Jerry
Lester, a comedian from Broadway,
and Emily Ven Lesen, specialty
dancer,

@ Sheila Barrett and Pat O'Malley
will be the head-liners of an aug-
mented floor show for the Christ-
mas holidays and New Year's eve
in the Gold Coast room of the
Drake hotel. In addition to Gower
and Jeanne, dancers, Ethel Dixon,
and Dick Jurgens orchestra revue,
additional acts will be booked.

Chicago
Playbills

OPENING:

Leslie ¥Howard in * Hamlet';
Grand Opera house; opens neM,
Friday night [Christmas].

‘“ Mulatto,” drama, with James
Kirkwood; Studebaker theater;
opens next Friday night [Christ-
mas].

Jane Cowl in “ First Lady,” com-
edy; Harris theater; opens next
Saturday, afternoon and night.

CONTINUED:

“ Leaning on Yetty,” comedy, with
Charlotte Greenwood; Selwyn
theater; fifth week.

“J¥t Can’t happen Here,”” drama-
tization of Sineclair Lewis' novel;
WPA production at Blackstone
theater; ninth week.

“0, Say Can You Sing,” revue,
staged by WPA, Great Northern
theater; second week.

WEEKLY CHANGES:

Palace theafer:
show; Karl
Gras ' revue,

Cinema and stage
Carroll's ‘‘ Mardi

Chicago theater: Cinema and stage
show; new bill,

State-Lake theater: Cinema and
stage show; Jackie Green, head-
liner.

Oviental theater: Cinema and stage
show; new hill.

Rialte theafer: Burlesque, Mae
Brown in ‘* Her Own Big Show.,"

COMING:

Mme. Alla Nazimeva

‘‘ Hedda Gabler ”';

in Ibsen's
Erlanger the-

ater; opens Dec. 28 for one
week; Ibsen’s ** Ghosts,”” second
week.

‘“ Ziegfeld Follies,” with ¥annie
Brice and Bobby Clark; Grand
Opera house; opens Jan, 4,

Katharine Mepburn in * Jane
Eyre,"” drama; Erlanger theater;

Paree on Christmas night. This opens Jan, 11.
will be his first Chicago café
AMUSEMENTS. AMUSEMENTS.
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M‘IERICA'S lNCUMPARABLE COMEDIENNE=

CHARLOTTE

REENWOOD

in the nedwr non-4stop laug

LEANINGTLETTY"

New Years Eve
B:30 2 1:00eidock.

HEAR MISS GREENWQOD
SING THE NEWSONG HITS

ly MARTIN BROONES

BT

NEW YEAR'S EVE
CIVIC OPERA HOUSE

Special Gale Performance

‘CARMEN’

COE GLADE, TOKATYAN
Freund. Sanborn, Brown, Ballarini, Cav-
adore, Oliviero, Lovich, De Vermond;

Lundgren & Ballet., Cond,, Bigalli.

TICKETS 7b6c to $4.00

CKSTONE 7th at Michizan
BLA Phone Har 6609
“1 sat on the edge of my chair, biting
my fingernails in as great »xcuement as
1 ‘ever experienced in the theater.
—Howard Vincent 0'Brien, Daily News

SINCLAIR LEWIS’
“IT CAN'T
HAPPEN HERE”

No Performances Mon., "Tues., Wed. and Thurs,
Reopens ¥riday, Christmas Night.

SEATS NOW for NEW YEAR'S EVE.

Mtdmght Supper will be served at
%2.60 per person in the Opera
(‘luh and will include dancing in
the Opera Foyer. No Cover Charge.

TICKETS NOW ON SALE
CIVIC OFPERA HOUSE
Room 460 Dearborn 2990
Direction—HARRY ZELZER
RS

Advertise in the Tribune

26 W_ Jacks
Great Northernsica wan st

“...Rang Twelve on every rafter in the
Playhouge."—dskton Stevens, dmerican

“O SAY CAN
YOU SING™

A Spectacular New Musical Bevue
CAST OF 250
RVES. (ex, Monday) 8:30

Both Miss Barrett, impersonator,
and O'Malley, Irish baritone and
raconteur, are presenting new
numbers, and are also paired in a
comedy skit.

® The current floor show in the
Mayfair room of the Blackstone—
Georges and Jalna, dan , as head-

liners and Corinna Mura, Spanish-
American singer—has been extended
through the holiday season. There
will be added attractions for New
Year's eve. Al Kavelin continues
to furnish the music.

® Tonight Kay Xyser and his
orchestra will leave the Trianon
ballroom, to be replaced on Christ-

mas day by Ted Weems and his
orchestra, Kyser will return on
Feb. 17. Weems will bring his

entire troupe of entertainers.

® The Chicago Rhythm club will
hold only concert of the 1936
season at the Blackhawk restaurant
this afternoon at 3:30 p. m. The
program will offer the singing of
Mildred Bailey, the dance music of
Red Norvo and his orchestra, and
the piano improvisations of Meade
Lux Lewis. The Chicago Rhythm
club is an organization composed of
music devotees whose aim is to
further the appreciation of popular
music of the past, present and
future. The club has been in ex.
istence for two years.

its

® In keeping with its label of

“circus,” the College Inn’s floor

show is always changing. New

performers who joined in the com-

pany lately are Lois Still, song-

stress; comedian-juggler Paul Nolan,
—

e

and the Mangini brothers, Enrico
and Bruno, strong men. On Christs
mas, the Varsity Eight, male octet,
will return. Another Christmas
entertainer will be Coleman Clark;
with his partner, Yoshro Fushimi,
in tab!. tennis exhibitions. Roger
Pryor continues as master of cere-
monies, with the Calgary brothers;
the twelve Hoffman dancers, and
Alphonse Berg. .

® Yacht club—Last three nights of
current show starring Gus Vany
character singer, who acts as
master of ceremonies; the Andrews
Sisters, dancers; Lane and Carroly
dancers, and Roberta Sherwood,
blues singer. Nino Rinaldo’s orches-
tra. Three shaws nightly, dinner
show at 9. There will be a com-
plete new show beginning next
Wednesday.

® Royale Frolics—Second edition
of a revue starring Dolly Kay, blues
ginger. Others are Sid Tomack, and
the Reis Brothers, comedians;
Woods and Bray, ballroom and
adagio dancers; Marilyn Marlowe,
a tap dancer; Barbara Belmore,
specially dancer, and the Gould
Sisters, a dance team,

® George Olsen’'s “Musie of
Tomorrow” continues with a floor
show, in the Marine Dining room
at the Edgewater Beach hotel. The
annual Christmas eve party will
again feature St, Peter’s Episcopal
choir directed by Henry H. Hunger-
ford. The singers will be accom-
panied by Herbert Foote’s concert
orchestra. New Year's eve at the
“Beach ” promises to be the gayest
in years. Two orchestras, George
Olsen’s and Earl Hoffman’s will
play from 10 p. m.

@® Colosimo’'s—Ada Leonard, and
Tracy, Gale, and Leonard are head-
liners. Others in the cast are
Bankoff and Cannon, comedy ballet

dancers; Muriel Love in songs;
Eileen George, soprano; George
Everett Hale, baritone; Peggy

Moore, dancing soubrette, Les Hunt,
magician, and Una Cooper, spe-
cialty dancer with the ballet of 16
girls. Bob Tinsley’s band. Four
shows nightly; dinner show at 9.

® Ivanhoe—IIal Munroe and his
orchestra, featuring Georgia Lee.
Also the Four Night Hawks, stroll-
ing entertainers.

® ’'Aiglon Restaurant—Emil De-
Salvi’'s orchestra for concert and
dancing. Dolores Marcelli, soprano;
the Three Jacks, strolling enter-
tainers. Tea dancing every Satur-
day afternoon.

@ Gay 90's—Mary Nevells and the

Four Co-eds, Colleen, George de~
Costa, Lew King., Henri Keates
orchestra.

® Limehouse—Show every night.
Barney Richards’ dance band.

.
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ENGAGEMENT POSITIVELY LIMITED TO

DEC. 25 o JAN. 2, incl.
No Sunday Performance

8 NIGHTS (

RSONAL VYISIT

—_—QQ F—
ESLIE HOWARD
]
] HAM{LETI'
ORIGINAL D!STINGUISMBAEN'B}_:AST OF 50 PLAYERS

ENTIRE MAGNIFICENT NEW YORK PRODUCTION

[SEATS HOW/:

: ~. Tvac (Dee. &

) 3 MATINEES (%062

Nr'w Year's -) & Sat. Mat., Main Floor,
B. $L. 30, _$2. $2. a 0; Wed Mat.,
Bale., $ $1. 1“

“$1.50 to $4 (Plus m% Tax)

BEG. MONDAY, JAN. 4—MAIL ORDERS NOW

GLORIOUS

lie

FANNIE BRICE

L]
JAME PICKENS ® 125 OTHERS L] GYPSY ROSE LEE
NIGHTS, Main Floor. $3.50: Bale,, $1. $1.50, $2. $2.50, $3: SAT. MAT. ONLY,
Main Floor, $2.50; Balc., $1, $1.50. $2 (Plus 10% Tax). Send Stamped, Seli-

addressed Envelope with remittance for

1937 STAGE EDITION
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return of tickets.

'Exs

BOBBY CLARK

MAIL YOUR ORDER NOW!
DON'T WAIT UNTIL BOX OFFICE SALE OPENS

POPULAR PRICES 25c to 51.10
Seaia New Selling for New Yeur's Euve.

OPENS SATURDAY
MATINEE (Dee.26) 2:30 P.M.

SAM H. HARRIS PRESENTS

JANE GOWL

IN THE MUSIC BOX COMEDY HIT

“FIRST LADY”

By Katharine Dayton & Geo, S, Kaufman

DIRECT FROM 1 YEAR IN NEW YORK

| 3 MATS,

thls

NEW YEAR’S WEEK
WED.—FRI—SAT.

New Year'
\\"-'_A Se %

New Year's Hve.
$4. [Plus 109,
SEATS MOW ON

SALE TO JAMN. 16

[ex.
Mat
to §
2 to

AUDITORIUM

NOW TO DEC. 31 (ING.)

MATS. DEC. 26—27—30
The Outstanding Event of This Season

S.HUROK
f/‘c‘."ﬁﬂ#&‘

MORE
GLAMORQUS
THAN EVER

Tonight at 8:30--Pavillon, Chareartivm,
| Spectre de la Rose, Cimarosiana,

| Mon., Dee. 21~Scuola di Ballo, Le Tri-

corne. Aurora’s Wedding,
Tues,, Dee. ~-Les Sylphides. Sym-
ique, Le Beau Danube.

nhmvo l“ le
Wed,, De

23—Pavillon, Symphonie Fan-
I’Apres Midi d'un Faune,
1ces,

25-Lac des Cygnes, Petrou-
Spectre de la Rose, Prince Igor.

| Sat. Mat., Dee. 26--Les Sylphides, Pe-
_trouchka. Boutique Fantistique.
Sat, Eve., Dec. 26--Scucla di Ballo,

Scheherazade, Choreartium
BVENINGS.......0000...550 TO $3.30
MATINEES. .. covenseess.550 TO $2.75




