
nicrliurn pf 3..i():) mil« of" at cr route
bct » cell the great lakes a nd the Gulf of
j\lr"ico Ih roug h the great .\115Si ~ippi va lev.
Thr watcr « "y ope ns lip a ncv, trade rn1lt'
to Central" ,](1 Sout h Amc rira, ~ nr! for the
nillions who live in the middle west it ,~i,'r,
rt n cv lease of liie to t hc uscfulncs« pf th,
grcn t nat nra l w.u cr hi,~h,,'~~ s of this domain

The immcusitv nf the engineering' prnh
lc m II hir h L-nited States "I'm!' ellglllc~r,
~n:, d in completing- the project is bc st il-
lu-t ra t cd in the virin ity of Joliet. II'Jl0re
a rr- lor a t cd the la rg cst of the con-t ruct io»
w ork s, the Brandon road pool and ship
l,,'" . The h1lg-e 1',,01 cxtc nds from till
end of the Chicelgll Sitnitar~ canal at Lock-
port Jock to the Brandon road lock, f01lr
11111 < hrloll in ti,e ne5plaines ri"er.

The. Brandon road loel h,,~ it 31 fO"l
lif1. "hik the dam inclndes ret'linill'';: "all
:',1\1'(\ fret Inn~, si" sllli"e g,'te" tll"enl.I'-onr
1~il Inr gale, ire "hute,. and head gelte
~II"'C'lIres for the po"ihle future construc
tinll of a polI'er hou~e S(Xl feet ill Irngth,
l'l'ilercte rctainin!, "'ellis (' trnd alow:

hoth ides of the rilcr up~trCrtm fr'1!11 the
dam, The (act "all 'aries in h"i~ht frolll
4() to IS feet and is tll'O elnd one-third mik
long '1 he II cst "'all hels a heig-ht of 23
feel ~l'rl a length of 1.8 miles, The lIalls arc hollow ~t the b<1<e to rtct a~ illter-
c ptill,~ se,'crs for Joliet.

T:le ~uriaee lel'el pf Dr;'lll:"n poo) i "hoY(' the Irl'rl of thr hll inr ~ crn! r of
]nli,'1 This neCC-'ltates a l'rec,\u'io 1 :''''"in,t flood \I""ter, Si' g' 'e< ;'t ];"andon
nv I l' (,I'ent flood,' h)' mal in<:; it po lhlc to rlrai J the entir~ pool lI'ithin 1hree
1"1,1" \noillcr I'in.ntie 1.' I, in eompleting the nr:Jndon J'(,~rI o'er"tinn \l"as the
,; il"ng "1',1 hI" IllIg ;" ill' "f th~ o'd Fconom!' Light i\nd POI er dam ),n. ] ~nrl
the 'e 1'0,'01 "f tl1n r'lh,' (re~t l,,':rlge,

II' \; e ,i I, -mi'e ~/re'ch of t'lr "'"leI'" "" het"'e~n 10l:el
rO"" ',' )'",,1 "ith !i;lm <InrI 1"" Con iderin'" the \~ t

Traffic
of cove er

\'0 a nd a half cent 'rir hav-
1'''' 'cd s inrc the ~re~ I r c u- h c
pl-nc r s . 1;. r quc t tr. 1 <1 ~alle, <1,',1

,l,,'ln• pc uct rat cd the wildc r nr- of Ih'
l ll.nois a nrl ~Ii <i~ il'P' va llcys ,nr ;:a"
r) t he ,,'nr r1 a \1 .ion of <I ,";.' "nd riri

(o!l1ain \\ 'lidl s ornc rlr!) woulrl 1,(' trCTl1

11' wit l: lire a nd ronunr-rc c. It 'I':IS t h-
rj- un nf ihc.«: l-ra vr- <Id vr-n I I rr-r 'h"t 11,.

"1"' llr;l] ?("h·rtl'f~g"C~ of ;1 wa t c rws : 1;111 in'

t ',n zr ca t I'd,es ~Ill] the r;lI!f of ~ n if'
""111,1 eve u ua lly he rca liz cd. Th.u drc an
Jl"s C011e t r nc. The L<1I-t:s·tn·(,nlf ""t~r
";'1 i, <In ~r(,ol11pli'her1 fart. The ,hil'
pln(; r ouunc rr c of t we nt , -t wo of the
rirh c s t st at c s in the con Ilry 1l1<1!'he flo<11
crl I1p a nrl rlown the great ma riue high"'<1!
whir h is the hc r it arr c of the I'lirldlc "e,t.

Thr JlI"nnin~ of a "<I,t co 'ps (If r nc i-
nr c rs a url the' '11CIHlitnre of ;. t ot a l of
:~I()~,-,O(),()()Oh! the s t a t c nf Illinois. t h c
( hi,;.go ""Iitar~ district, a nrl the feelfr;.l
~~()\-("rJtlll("lll wcrc ll(,(,(,~';ll'Y to the (lrC()111·

pl ish mcut of this gi~;>ntic project. The
first link "''IS t lic ron s t rur.t ion hy the sa n

it a rv di:,lrirt o I the ship (';. n<1I from Chi
r azo to Lock port at a ('os I of ~i.;,OO(),()()O,
T hr- s t at r- of Jllinois e x p cn dc d S~(l,O()O.O()()
in Iurt hcri 11' the pr ojcrt. a nd Jina llv t h«
fcder;>1 gOI'nnt11enl tonk over the ',,'prk
"f •.omp lct ing the wa t crwa , <It a co,t of
F,SOO,(l()(), '

TIt~ Iorm a l dedic<llinll of the comnlct crl

\1'; ten'"y, " •.crcmouy in which Secretar!'
of \\'<1r Dcrn. Speakn Rainc v of t hc
hnu se of rr prcscntativcs, Co v, J'~nrner of
1llinois, ~I;>,or< Kelly and \\';>llllsk,' of
(ltiC<1~o a nrl • 'ew Orlc a ns, and lll"iness
a nrl civic lcadc rs of thc middle west p;>r-
t icipa tcrl, heralded to the world t lia t the
heart of the continent, in terms of t r afli c
has been pUI on salt water through the

The- J. M. Whit" consid.·ed tho finr,t .,(
th~ old tim" riv~, r""rngor "nd freight

p,cI,t bc s ts.
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Thi; mop qiv., A 'ivid pid,,,. "I
tho rich domAin s"""cd hy jh~ nr'"
L,kr,·to·G,,1f w,t rw.,y. Fr e c r-d
in, to illustrilto the impnrtilncr 01
the work 01 the ~orly r,plorors in
opening up the Mississippi bo,in
to civilire li on, are th e rout e s "I
the De Soto, LA S.IIe, M.,qu-tle
And Joliet, And Hennepin cxp d i-
ticns And the t reils follow~d by
DAniel Doone Lewis And Clark And

' others. '

Ihe work of construction \1 e < con-
»lctcd in record time,

Discussing the significance of the
waterway recently, V;ilham Allen, hu si-
ness and civic leader of St. Louis,
spoke as follows concernina one ad-
vant ag e of the new 11';'ter way to this
-cct ion of the country:
"The Js nd-Iorkcd interior states

h"l"e been handicapped by expensive
rail hauls to the sca hoarrl. The use of
the wa tcrwa, will reduce the freight
bill of the shippers of these states and
enable them to compete on cq ua l terms
wit h industries lora t cd ue ar the sea-
coast. which long have enjoyed the
advaut age of loll' cost transportation
hy water."

Another St. Louis..n, James E. Smith, chair
man of the wa t erways comrnit t ce of the Sf.
Louis chamber of commerce. said recently:
.. Our shoe people hcre a r e shipping goods In
Honolulu bv water for what it costs to ship
them by rail to Denver."

River commerce in the romantic da ys of the
packet st ca mboa t s rca chcrl a pe a k of -:::Ior,' ;.url
import auce in the 1I';'lli'lg vc a r. o] t lu-
n iu c t e c n t b ccnt urv ann Ih~n died, a victim
"f the int c nse de vcloprucnt nf t he railroad-
»ud in some degree pf iut c rna l mism;>n:Jgr

mcnt of the sr ca mboa t t ra nsport a
lion iud u st r v. a misma nag cmcu-
horn of the [a ilu r e of the indcpcn
dent boat o pr ra t or s to climinat c

c xt r avag a nr ;;nd wa st cf ul met hod-
in the d<1l1l1il1~~'a~,e of strict ero n

nm!' a nrl r"7()r-edl:"~ rompc t it ion
The lark of a cOllne('j'II!' link
hct wc e n th~ ~Te;,t rive rs a nd the
rc nt crs of inrlu-t rv on the great
I;,kes was a not her :-darillp: disarl
va nt age which the s t cn mboa t s
could not ovc rcomc

It is un like ly t lia t stcamboa t inv.
it lI'a, II hen such mrtgnificent

.. floating pa larc s " as the ,1. ~I
\"hite, pict urcd on this page, plied
thc M'i-siss ippi. c ve r will be revived.

Inst cad, if the promise of t he
nag nificc nt nell' Lakes to Gulf
,\<1terll'~y is to be fulfilled, a nell' f<'l'm of
ri"er commercc, whieh ~It'eady has h~g-un,
lI'ill gro,l' in importan('e until the ri"ers "1I('e
1110re will bc teeming lI'ith the mo,'ing e"j-
rkllce of ;. onre Yast tide of trade reborn,
, ttuned to the mockrn Ilccd for economy
and ma, imllm efficicncy, ri"~r traffic todal'
i, composed "f hURC stcel ;>nd woodell b;.rges,
lashed to!,cther ilnd pushcd up and d01l'1I
,trcam b~ motor powercd boats, Although
these pOllcr yessels push in,tceld of pull their
cargocs, thcy arc r;.l1~d •. tOllh"ats." Experts
"f rilcr lIa'i!,ation arc required to pilot thc
•. towboals," and for that reaSOIl 1he ril'Cr

the m?sters pf any pf the romanticized steamboat mcn of thc

prr vcnt s the hi,l.[ tUII~ from ('uming up to Joliet and Lockport. 1n conf crcnce with
« fednal represellt ati"e. lHll1(",cr, ofiicia Is of ~11orris recellt 1y a~r~ed to remol'al of
this obstrnetioll h,l' the first of n~, t .\1 arch,

The Jnland \\'<lt~rwa."s corporation is thc onh' reg-n ar h~rge sen'ice to date
usi, g thc lI'aterw<1y, Barges of tbe lille hal"e made tlln trips a II'eek regularly since
the nrt"igation seasoll opene(!.

FollolI'in,'?; the pion cering I'o~ ~ge of the ~~a l"ing, a 11111tllr ~ arht which \I'as thc
first craft to carry passengers and packrtge freight ol'Cr the II<lterll'«y last February,
a ,'o!'age ,ponsored hy th~ Chicago Trihune, the first lar!Ze commercial trip was
ma,k hy a Aotilla "f barges "f the fed~ral line from.' CII Orl~a ns to Chic<1go.

\ 'p from. -ell' Orleans this inauglll'al flotilla ,,'as pushed through thc II ~ters of
the mighty },lissl<sippi, p<l,t scores of large alld <mall ril'er ports to the ronAncncc
of the 1.Iississippi and Jllinois ril'Crs. lip the Jilinoi, to l.'tica, the entrance of the
nell Illinois watenl'ay. rtnd then IIp the si"t~-milc rours~ to Jolict and thc conneetioll
"ith 1hc sanitary ship canal leading to Chirago and Lake 1.lichigan. At the can·
nectin,l.[ points the waterll ay is sefl'ed b~ a splendid system of locks and dams.

~ince that inauglll'alyoyage the nell' era of inland water transportalion has begull
rtnd a nell' ehaptcr in the history of natipnal transportation has open~d, The cra of
the "Id-time st~alllbilats. lIOII dead, was called h!' Garllett ]<sl,ell', ri"er historian,
"Thc Pageant of thc Packets," Thc dawning era m<1Y some d<1y he knoll'n as "the
I<olr!en bridge of barges," And in the Illcantim~ shippers of the middle west haye
not had to lI'ait for redeYelopment of ril'er commerce to rcc~i, e benefits from the
,,,aterll<1y. Railroad rale< on "'heat, coffee, sisal, ;111(1other product from the ~o1Jth
rtlre<1dy haye been lowered bt"came of thc thr~atened lI'ater"a!" eomp~tition.

It has been predicted b~ Lieut. Col, Daniel 1. Sultan, one of
the arm. engineers in charge of completing the waterway link.
thai in {t'tnre the" tonnage of Irciz h! 11101'ed from lakes to Ruif
II ill Hart> S,O()O,O()Otons a year. Since the opening of the wa tcr-
11'<1) last spring, it is true, the tonnagc act ua lly moved has bern
Iar below that figure: so far below, in fa,l, a s gre;I1!1' 10 disappoint
ma nv of t hos e who aided and supported the long struggle 10 bring
the wat cr way to completion. Thc engineers point out. however,
t hat maximum usc of the wa t cr wav c a nnot be c xpcct cd until the
problem of getting int crIcrinz hridzcs rcmo vcrl h a s been ended,
At prr-scnt. <IS a st rik ing example, t he l nla ud \Yaterll'ays corpora-
tion, known as thc f c dcra l barge line, must hr-ca k up its tows of
t ,'0. Iour. and six ha rg es abreast at Ot t awa because of a bridge
at Morris, 111., which permits a clearance of o n ly onc barge. This

The lAtest model barge" towboAt" with its pilot hous. on a move hle cr ene ,
The vessel is Diesel engine powered And has A propeller.

Another type 01 modern bArge "towboe t" which is in re qule r service todAY on the new WAterWAy.
It is one 01 the feder.1 nArge line fleet 01 power bo e ts,

This picture of the 'A me "towbOAt" ,how' the pilot house rAised to permit the
rilol An unonstructed view of the river AheAd,

(111rl l·t ora 1'1('1'(' ;11"('

of t' ~ IIll'lcrj,' IlIg,

pilot "f tod<ly are
hygO'l, fra.

1,(\';:' strings of heavily )Clarlcd harRes, jl'hhing slolll!' through the tre<lcherous,
"'iudl'':!' l'i'Tr<, ];.cl', of ("Ollr~e thc maj~sty, heaut!', rtud rOlllrtncc of the ornatc
[', uh'~ 1I0ke t;>cl, p<1'scng-er packets of 1'orl11er drtYs: but if tbe promise of rehorn
ri"er, 'mtllerec i, fulfilled only scntimenlalists will continuc to hetlloan thc passin!,
01 tl e air! huSl' 1'<1("et d;JYS on the ri,'er~, And Ihe sight of long bar!,cs. heayily
I, ,'cn I 1'1 stcel, h;>rd"',1re, rJr!' n'oods. heer barrels, <1nd general merehandise, hnund
fr01l1 I' (' ':!'re:ll inr!u 'ri<ll cities of 1he 1;>I'e region to ""ell' Orleans aud th~nce to
II'e;; lth \ll\erie<111 continent. is not entirel\" "ithoul ri romantic aspect.

51'11,,1n,,'.


