
, F YOI"U ,,"1.1 '.:i, r- m r ~ li'~lp more t n 'e.'
Hark), r:"g~('dl) 1I'-I,lelll. 1\ a, h:.;ill111g
il~1 rI tll krcp r he di" 11""11' "pen, "1 knoll'

..•.he's ;ltl c nc n ~ t-l~t.'111

"Llllorlllllrttel), mo ra l 1"['1'1'111111dne'"'1 hrtppen
tn he k~rtl prool.' Till' gra,\ 'Il)! chu-f of un clli-
12l'llre 1110\crl re,IIc,,'~ III hi, chan, " 1'111 <or ry,
f,l)h, hut we've glllle a-, f~I 't' we can, Link-
h"'Il's ber-n "' ihc (,\lIllie" ~Iuk't', home as a
butler fOI 'I Iul l 111"I1lh ""\\, "nd report, abso-
1111(I) not hnu; nl 'I _"'I'" Inl" nat urc. Her mall,
tlle'~r"m" ""d ,~hlc- h a v c been put t hrouc h t he
nult \\ u hout "'-1111. <111d I"PI'IlIg the telephone
h," pro . e d eql',dl,' h.urcu."

Hut look 11n\\ CI el) lc a k Ir"ces nght I>"ck to
hel I"

" ,\1('1 C glll'"",,rk l.r-is ,,,Inllt t ha t the count-
C'•...-, 1J1r\J,.,C-" rl ...•~)(,ll:'lt-' nt 'OlllH.: m c u ttl kc.\ po-i-
1',,11' ~nlhlll'~ I e' I It"TIllllll"IIllg t her e. for so
rk.c .... C\('I) o ihrr iln:-tl"'''l 111 \\ a ...hinzt o» Arid
q'I'l'",e Ih,'1 IJ'l1 \ lool rhrl (,Ol1te" he hrtbhled to
hl'l a hout drplh I",,"h,"
"Doll't fnl;.;el I",pp"rd," l l a r lrv hro kr- III "llr

s\\"rr he nc v e r '''l','lherl ~ w ord about t he qtl,llg
01 the tr""'I"'r!' 10 a ,111,;1•. soul e"rept til~
(l111lltC'n

"1'111 11,,1 I""~"II"I, him Or leulling" Ihe
<;,I~l!" dCPd'-tlll('111 l h~\l l~llt. nl~ de;11 !ltl' '-:,rallt-

Illg Ihal th, I", 1'1) l'''IlIl'eS' t11rned th"u he'lds
~Ilrl ,~ol thrm 10 ,oll'~h IIp e\CI~ oAillrtl ,ellel
till'" hllt'l, PI ~tlc ••,,('d "here does It It.:.tVC ""'~

J 11,1 "l1el c 1\ l' 'taIled, Thcre ,," I 'Ill." proal of
(IHIll\ (PllllllllllHid101l. 1101 ('\('11 Ihe ...1i~htc~t.
Th,I[', "hcle "'" la'c I,lib (1,,1\11 [nleS'rom
JlIlIIlll"I1()II (,11' be e'l"hl1'hed, the lfHlIlle" ,t"nel,
a' 1I0tl111l).: II10re Ih,," ,I 1'J('h ,oriel\ "'ol11"n II ho
1,I,e, In leel ,he I' (Ill the III'ICk,"
"I ), 11('"" 1 I" rh'\ Ilodded IIpl1" ppJ!y, "nllt

II " re hnllllr! 10 triP h"l lip sonll \\' •.'re bound
ttl, <;\,t"! "

" ,Mill 11 II",rr Id,cJ.' Ip gel I. ippeel lip olll',e!> e',"
C"'"c h,1I I, Ihc ~rlln relorl "The Countess
;\1,lIk" I' Iltl' e",letl.' \l'h'll lllle lIollld c,,11 Irlelld·
Ie" O'"ll a lIumhel o[ "'Il,llor' p,.rk theIr leel
lI"elel hCI I;tbk, "lid, au kilO\\' how the)'d love
In Ir"1 II' 10 piece', rhls hU'"IC" of e'ploll"ge
" Ilot all) top poplll'lI up all the Ilill, or \\'Ith the
pre", tnl th,,, ""lltCI, "lid" 'I '" cr c;ol 0111 ""Ollt
ollr [;llllperll1" \l'ltil hel leif'pholle and her mail,
1 h;lte to thin), 01 the hullab"lloo"
.• Ten drty' more: "\I'eek:"
• 0, The ,qll;rre jilllS cl;llllpeel decl'l\el)'.

" I'm e~lIl11g e\ er) 1IIlllg off thi, 'llternoon, 1 [ we
were Oil a hOi 'cent, Roh, 1'd SllCk, hut it's pl~1l1
foolish to tak" the d"UHe ot ;I senalortal ,n\es-
t:;::;lliol1 Oil ""111111, more than a hllnch that hasn't
\~ orked Ol1I."

B'CK in th~ ;l1~t""11 at 1'111. II hell Ihe COlillt-
es' },I", j,,, fil appe.'red III \\ ashtnglon,

e,taDlhhlll;'; hrl srlf in 'l moq mlpO,llIl' m'lnS10n,
there had heell a Inea'urf' of CUrtOIl' IllqUlr) as 10
he antecedrn I' ~ 0\\, h011 e \'er, aftel till ef' ) ears
01 delightfll\ ;rllrlla\ish ho,pitality, anI) ne\\"Oll1-
ers l'entUled <i'le,lln,,, ;lnd the) \~ne ~n,wered
ea-II"II) alld \';I::;lIrly
.. A Geoll';l"11, 111\ ric"l' Or I' it Rumallian?

1 l "n lIel II rt'IIICII,llI I Ihe lI""leS of Iho'e naTy
B"lkan ""'e' :\ nil''''' clllirl IIheu ,h~ mart led,
A lerrthle 1I1,II\. so Ihe~ "') Ilrtnk anrl 1I01l1pn,
ynu \'1111\1' ,\lIy\\a~', he (hrl Ihe handsome th111>;
h.' c1)lng, lea I Ill, her it 1\ IH,1e lot of mont.:y,
SImp!) on<llcs' J I;ltes r~nl "pe allel adol c, \mer-
ica, 50 (!<-nll" r"tle! You 11111s1sec her. Sm h
dlllilers! E\ ('I I hor!~ goe, there,"

So thnn~hl Prof. Chark, I )ollclla II, 100klllg
r1,w n Ihe I,,"'~ I"hle ;It mell ,\ltd \\lllllen whose
ka'l 11101l' Ill( lit \\ a, n('1\ ,paper CO\)\, ,\t the
rt'~ht of the ho,I"" 'ill a {'lmuu;, '"llha,sarlol : at
h"1 left a ~,""Iol frOll1 ~ \\ e,terll stale ar,II,ng
["I the con', r'l,lloll nf \\'('alth, p""'lI1g oilly to
1''-, hal,k " Ill( I, Ir'"l1cd to bc IIllrul,\ 1I'I1I1e h('re
allrl therc II ere rhplol11rtt', gellcr~1s arlllllra! , alld
dollar-'l·) car mel1, Ihe,e I~'I enl lothl) e~ Ing the
d"('or~l:ol" Ihal c;hltcreel all the chests of the
snlrhcr, and ',lIlors,
"(;ce'" ~"Illlg [)ol1ellal1 "niled 10 hil11self. "If

I 1Cj lake ,t fla,hlight o[ thi, lrolld I'll Lertall1ly
bn,l olle."

lie h,,,1 111"1thc COlll1lcs' ,\Iarl,a ,,"1~ the IIcck
before, a "gl1.I! corp, In('n,1 lal,ln'~ 11IIl' tu one
of her te"', ,'nel 1\lllk Ih(' !ell \\ord, gllen hIm
\I rrf' corrh'd, the (hllll<'1 111\Ilal'on (;lIne a' a ,Ilr-
prt'e, l'p 111elate the hlgl,l,ghts 01 IllS "a,llln:~-
t"l1 '0' lal (,(I'et.:1 had bCCII a IUI1,I]1'oll with hI'
Cnll.'::,l C" ..••IIl;11l ;1lid \ ;.trl0t1 •.• rrccpt HJtl of rl I1lore

pr 10' pl1hlll nature :'\I('C of hl'l to hal'e re-
lnllllherccI hllll, he gl(lll ell. al1e1 1\hen the lOllltlc,;"
('" I(llll1;'; Ill' '~I'" l( l', "ll",'d 1111Il1litt<.:1) his h('art
~klt'p('d 'I heal Th"l Ihe ,nllic Il'a' no acudent
re, r'l\ vi pI ""I 111Ihe dlrtll'll1:.1 1'011111,
" ,1.' de;1I I'r"[l,slll Illlllcllall'" The golden

\nl"" ~PIII' hllli art'lIml to ,n' hel o,ttqrell'l,ed
h"I1<1 "ll,,\\ gra"lnuS of lOll 10 COIne I Alld I
hMI ,(1 hl1ped fl1r a I cal I'llk, Bill thc~e mass·
nl' elln'~'!" "'llh a ,hrug ,hc lll\'llcd hll11 to
sh.1I e her rh,I"'le Inl largc dlllll<'!"S, "Do drop In
')llH)1 rO\\ .\rnullri fl\"c. I Inslsl.'J

1)"I]('lIal1, prr',,'nI111~ 11Im",lf prompll\ al the
~pp(lllll('d h.lIlr, IIOllclcl ed S(1l1lell hal lurl\lrnl) 11
hr \\ a, I" h(' 1111('01 a lTolI'd, hilI \Ill belllg led
illl" ~ garr!, 11 ,II the bal'k he found lhe Counlcss
>\ \,1,.I,~ a 1"lIl', 'I ht.: night hefure ,he had I)ecn
in"),.,.,,, I II' 11('1 pOI,e, hel iell el' alld beaut), but
11"11, rlre,,, d 1'1''1111,1"nd with climhing roses thlPk
~'", " hel h",,,1. the eFfect II;lS of Sllnph,'il) and
l""npillsticit Ilnl1
.. It i' a 111,,"r,\ rdlls(' to del1.l 111:'elf," she

.t d III gn <. illl'~ •• \ qll1rt altL'r1J\J(lll no\\ and
:' 11 \lllh ,'lII"Pl1e IIh" 11111make me remember
thll! h"leil IlI;wl."

"Th;Ulk .... In; th,... cnlllp1ill ('ilL" he f\n ...•\\'pred,

"hllt II c"rne, a I,,<ther hca';) ohhc:al'on, \\'hat
i1 J fad: ..

., YOl1: I he ...O-frilllPll'-i ~l icnti<.;t? "
".""nlher ,a-e 111 nlhl,l1 ell Idenlll)." prOlested

j), I I'" I "\ n'l ('a 11'1 mean me"
.. I ,I,d 1101 IIl1el1r1 In emh"rra"," ,h

"I,"! II ulle ,'111 in Ill' t\\eIIlIC- I' c~lkd
"n1led,
III thc
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of
ch a ir 0f ('hclllistr' in rt ';!re" I Ilnll rr,itl "-hrr
-houldcr s 101llplcl"d Ihf' ve n t cru e. .. "lId vour
Il'ar w ork . "11 \\'"Shlll~t(ln hll/Ze' wit h -pecula-
llPIl ahout vou."

"\,,'\ that IS p la in lv "h",rd."
",\11. lin, 111\ Irrcnd \\'hclI a dist.iuguishcd

SCWlIt"t " vunuuou cd h.' the war dcpa rt me nt and
gil c n a ',:'lIarrled hlllld1ll:" for his experiment"
\I I"" more l1itlllr,,1 t hau excited ,<OS"p) RUI,"
~tI'l h"1 ,11111 l'lnglc" iin:.;ers flick cd reavsurincly.
" plc",e bclie . e I hal I 'l111 1I0t of t he merely
ClII '011'- \ ..•1t h~ppcll"" 'i,;, •••• icure was n)~ 0\\ II early
In\, OIIC<' I ""d " dream of taking a course 'it
t hc "nrhonne." "nd her words, tra ilmg of Into
silence g"l l' lJ"nellan "11 rrnpression of a rnbrt ron
th'l "rled bl l amily pride and dvnastic obliua t ious.
" \ 011 11111" tell me of 1'0llr work, of the ~reat
thll';':' I nil are plallllllig a lid datil:;:, The'e mili·
tar,l 111('11!>chel'e that wars arc foug-ht only in thc
Opt'll h('ld, hilI you 'lnd I, II'C know thaI the rfrtl
halllcg, ollild " more often the labor'ltory,"

S 1'1 ,\11' I, \'1 I~I) bv COlllltC" :Vlarka\ inlere't
, ;wd IUlt.:lhgetll quc,UOtlS and spurred all by
hI' 0\\ Il devottou to Ill' task, Donellan talked lon~
~lId \I ell Site was rlghl Indeed when she said th~t
Ihe ,I",h 01 ~rlllleS ",a, 1101 Ihe del'isive f;lctor in
IllOderl1 \lnrfa'e The (b'cOIer\' of a ne\l tlpe
of g'UIl, of a r!"Hclbet g~" of "I1tl ""marlnc de·
I Ire" of a "'01 e powerful 11101\11101 "Irplaues, ni
a III \I explo,,, e, au) one "I Ibe,( 1111ght IAell out-
II l":.;b 'U\)lTlont_I' 01 ll\unl,CI' atld lurn defell
Inlo I ,('[orl II wa, aloll;:' the'e lilIes thrtl tbe
'l H~1l11SI". lech1J1Cl;'lIh. f\lJd 111\Plltars were \\'ork-

1I1<~aud "In ad,\ thclr acrompltshl1lem lAas won-
derllli.
")~":';III'Ii lll,r;Il'!es," Ite derlared

l~, "H uw I'd lol'c to be able to
,Ol1'e of the thlllg, we're doing!"
"J Illltler,talld, of course." Tlte COllllte"

AI~rl,a's finger t'l)', "oil a;, petak dropped Oil h',
Oil n fOI an ,",tanl. rtlld thell she rose S\l ,fll.l
"0," ,he IlIUrtllllred, throwln" lA'de her ;HIl"
"It i, tltrilhllg II mal,e' one--" alld her ShIll'
In!( e,l es took Ihe plal'e at words, " Prom-
i,e me ) au will cOllie 'lgam, I.il,e th,,? "
It 1''lS a promise thaI [)onell,a;, ,grt Ie

jo)olhl) ~tld kt'pt Cl'CU 1I10re r;l~dly, In
the \leeks that follo\led he l)eCHIl,r ""
il1l'1'ea'1ll:::1~ Irrqlll'tll 1'1 Ilor ;It the hall'"
of tlte Lounte,' J\I" rka, 110\\ tOl luncheon
n d"",1 11011 for lea ill tlte Rardell, and
,olllolllncs ta) illg afler othcr chillier
guo,\> for ~ half hour on the 1I100n
drenl'hed lerr~l'e, His opell infatuatIon
hel';lll1e 'I m"ller of gO'SlP aud, with the
he;ld of 1I1leJl,gf'lll'e, a m~tler of concern,
" Boh," lookin!( up from a b~tl'h of pa·

per' he l'itlled Irrllaltll, "I hear PIO£'
Ch"r"'s l)ollt'llall " the Couiliess Marka'
1"le,1 \ '( 11111 Hool,ed ngltt throu;;h Ihe
gt!h."
"Correl'l, 'ir'" H.arlc~'s tOIlC II a' dIS'

IUII'II.\ bhthe "Fpelmg 1'1111'htgh In lllaill
quarler', TIt~ arlll,\ "lid na\.' wanl Illilrtlal l'\lv
rtel l"red, and the senate " 'trouger th"ll e\el lor
iSf)I~lion "
"It', I10tlllUg 10 be flII'") ,t!)(llll.

dOIIl" ,01l1e illlportaut \I ark for
ISIl't he: "

, J~athcr." !Jellrhug dO\l 11as if "frald Ihe w~ll,
nll,"hl Itc;lI, Harle) \\11l.pered briefly,

, (,ood I.ord'" The e.,,'laulallon \1as a ;::roall,
"I tllllll, I'll chase right all 01'1"1' alld 'ee the sel'-
rel'ln of \I ar. The damned simpleton!"
" I'he 'e' rctitry of war? "
"01 ,our,e 1I0t, you as'! ThaI fool 1J0llcllan,"
Prol e',or Donel1it n, called lIP before a less IIt«n

I~' tlul "Ipenor, flamed mto reselltmellt when
III i"rllled that It mlghl be bellel 1'01 the natlOllal
,en",' if he would qUIt regardiug the homc of
Ih' ('ouutess Marka as a re,t hOll,e, 1-1e \I 'l' 1I0t
~\\''''T he saId stlffi.l, thaI be had entered lIllo
all) "hhgatlon to let the war c1t'p'lrlmcnt p,ck h,s
fr1l'lId, for him, 'lnd rathel th<111 "tI'llllt tll sllrh
1;:11\1111111.1hr wOllld lurn In hIS ,-,'slgnallon, \\ ere
thel e proof~ of the lady\ dl~loya1t) II'cll alld
g"l1d Inn 11IlSuhstantiai ed su"plrion;, ,,~ lied only
for reprohation froll1 men WIth any scnse of
del ('11')

,\lId thai, as the secret"ry of \\'ar agreed WIth
the I,,'ad of intelligenre, was that. i\"oDody had
'111.1Ih1l1!( on the cOlin tess except the fact that shc
fed 'hon grass senators Instead of letting them
IWrI,h and there would certamJy be the del'il to
P"I If the ne\\'spaper" dlScol'ered that a row was
hCIIl\( mrtde 'lbollt her. Maybe it was nothing bllt
a Illan', IICSt, after ali, and, anyway, Donnellan
had heen g'1\'ell something to Ihinl, about.

Thh \\ as true enou,l.(h Donell" n did have
somctlllll" to tll1nk about. and that DlRht on the
terral e hh preoccupatloll was so plain thaI Ihe
rea '011 W'l' soon demanded, A {ew stumhling
e\';I,IOIl', and then the whole slory poured forth
in " Rood of hot. angry words, all the) said to him
and \\ hat he said to them, the damned gossip
honnds,
..I had the fear of it." The Conntcss 1[arka,

after a momcnt of ertl,hed silence, liftcd pain-
ii lied e) es "I \1 a s too happy, I knew it could
not la,t."
" I.a ,t?" erhoed Donella n,

tl1(,311? "

" \ 011 Illn'l go." she
e'lch other a n) more,
hr;lr--"
" ~o'" S0ll1eh011 the ~oung scienti,t {ound

h1l1lS(,1f 111 po,"',,,01l 01 her hanlh, and then,
'\\" \ 1l1'~ hk~ ;I h""('/e hie-II n hl",,01lI, ,hr ,,~, III
h'- ;Irill" be' IIp< ag"Pht 111 0'\11 F'1r a moment

rnl hnsi"stical-
tell ) 011 a honl

DOllcllan',
ordllrtllre,

" \\'b~t do

saId, "\\'e mll,t not see
Your career-l could not

COUNtess

0111:, ;l1Id t hcu -Iic pns hr d hun a wa v. t cnrl c r ly yet
imncra iiI Cl.I,
" Please ~" ,\ \\ hi-nr r ;"

rove pet a ls from the t rrlhs.
that I am sorr v. dear one,
rcrncm her. A lway«. 11

"Don't talk like t liat l " he a nswcrcd sh a rply.

" As if you wcre s;lYlng good-by,"
" H1It it IS good-h)."
" Do vo u 10\ e Ille?" Takius; hel filre hc t« c cn

his hands, he looked rlccp into her C.\e s.
I. Ca n '011 ;t""\...? "
" Then ru: out II"s non scnxc "bonl lca vuu; carh

other.' Dra wmj; hCI close hr- kls'ed her eyes
the roruc rs o l her mouth anrl the sot t ne s s of
her throil I.
" B1I1 do 1011 nol '~e it !> hard, belo\ ed? "

L~ler whell Illc.\ Silt h,,,,d 111h'"ld, thc 1I100n an
orilnge h'llJ aho\ e Ihen', she made fre~h prole,t.
" V01l lI1ust not talk to mc of )'onr 1V0rk, {or It is
thc great olJ)el'tion 01 10m snperiors, and l'et,
no\\' that \IC "--lea nl n;:: S\\lfll), her lip' hrlhhcd
his chcek-" ah, Ill,l' inlerest I' h01lnd to he kel'n"r
than e\ er. It is not thilt I itlll a P,,,i1 1'1'.1, only
th~1 I do not w~nt to he sep"r"ted from IOU In
an) thing,"
"01 ronr,c \\ e'll talk ah01lt 1I1~ \Vorl,.' ,roA rd

Donel]'lI). "Those fools "I'e ,p~ (']'''7' 11"'1\ ,"I
A lot of "Inoper, \\ nh liP bl:';'~"1 loh Ihan nl,Il,IlIg
llloun!;llns 0111 of molchill, "lid n 1'11'1 ii' II we
(ltdn'l hal,. a mail "nd, ,Ible 1" n'l'r,hip, lite Idiot, I
SnpPlh" ,pIC' (hd eI"((,, er SOIlIl'tI11lH.~: \\ IHt
rhanre \\,,"ld Ihe~ have 10 '~ct 'I olll of Ih" ('onll·
try: Thai" \\ h"l lI",k", 1))(' \\ h,,1e Intell,g~lli e
bllsllles, sn rI(h, Illolh "
"Hul no The lnI1l1Ir'"

Jo\'el,1 heilel "J II JlI 1I0t 'hk
question, 1011 shall sec,

soft a' the fall of
" But rio not think
lt II ill be sweet to

,\1 a rk'l shonl, hel
el en Ihe one ""lc

I,\')HI·: '\l'el, Ihat 1011,," I'd ,he hrld toher"or<l,
,Iopplnc: I)nnellall', 1I"'lIth WIth a klS' \' hell he

II PlIlr! h;1\ e lold her of hI' e1",\ Oll~ nl:.(hl. ho\\-
{'\ cr, DOllell"n came I~I", ha\ III, heell ull~hle to
altelld her dlnllcr {or a I',tl,hllrgh slcel man, an

~-----

you

e"uJtant DOllellan, d~nMndlllg all a Idll'lICf lor the
rerltal of hiS triumph,
"It's iitllsherl;" he l ned, allllo,t

of meelll1g "Do\\'n tn the I'l,t
\\'hoo'" lle e"pelled hh bre~th
am 1 tired'"
" Fl11hht.:d?" The COllllles, Alilt'k" dapper! h"l

It"tlds to)ou"I~, "Then I\C IIdllelel11'ille," R'I1).:-
Ill'; a hell, ,he look til( 1l1d;:tlUm of ('h~IlII)'l\.;lIe
II hell It had been brol1ght and 1'0111cd a hnmmlll'~
!(lass \\ Ith hcr O\\'tl ha nrl T\\ 11e agalll ,he filirrl
il. bllt Donellall lIa\l'c! Ihe fOllltlt a\\,,~.
"Th"l's enou;.;!'." hl' prtlle,led laugll1l1gly, "1

dlln't \\;lnl to be rarned IHlIl1(" \nU 1.0110'1"
" ~Oll ;" LeadlllJ' !tIm to it ('(lll1!t, ,lte luadc

11I1ll !te d(," 11 itlld IlIc!'ed pdlflll' ullder It" head,
" \ ou arc "'t"fied II'lth Ih,.' resllit r \ e') "
" Salhlted; " DOllellatl 1,'Il'~IJ('d e"rllrdly,

"ThaI lIord dllc,n't 11illf e,p1'('S' II. ~Iark'l
d'lr!tllg, It'S lhe bi:~r.:"'1 Ihlll~ \'cl." .\ hOI I'h
entltu',a"n ,ol\lred h" 10lle, alld lit It \\a' ill-a a
d,'IIIll'l tOllrh of bo) lSh IJI ilg
" '1'1'11 Ine." she Implored, droppIIl;': till hl'l !'nl'r,

by his Slcfc "I klllll\' J shouldn'l ",k, bill! '''"'1
hclp It. ,\11 \\ eek 1 hal'e said to tll.' 'elL' \'Oll
must m:lke 1I0 qlle,tion.' But it has hllrl. dear
one, 1/ Ilrt terribly, I hate bem>; out 01 I he most
importillll part of your lIfe, hal ing a door ,hllt 1I1
my litre as thollRh 1 I\crc a stranger."
"Those damned idiots!" DonelJan, hrtlf rh,ng,

took her in fiercely posse'sive arms "\Varnrn:;
me against you, as thollgh we \\ eren't III 101e 1\'1lh
cach other. Daring to rnsil1uatc \ au might be-
tray 1l1C!"

"Therc you haye the rcal reasOIl II hy ) II allt
to he told," The dark head raised prolldly, "It
will be proof of ) alit faith in me, ('I Il 'all nol
sce hal\' it has shamed me to be dnllbl l'd" "
" I undelstand." he answered 'oftl) .. Of

course it must ha\'e burt. I am a {ool nOI to ha I c
s~en it before." Swi flly, impetllousl), he rlrel\'
her doser. "It's a za', A1ar!,:l ,\ brand new
poison ga', That's lI'hat 1\'(' been doillg."
.. Poison gas'"
"I know," DOllellan tloddecl iu rplIrk pl'rcep·

tion o[ her horror, and hi, farc Ilelll ,nrllher
"Bllt it isn't a' if In II ere the olles thrtl begrtn
il. \\'e arc merely fi:;dtllllg D;lck II itlt ~ II l'"pnn
of their 0\1 n rhoosllt..:, Rt'll1el11bcr thitl."
"And thIS di,( 01 en 01 \'''IIl' "-the '1"("llnll

came through (Iry lip,- " i, it \ CT) deadh > "

" It has s"\'ellty-tllo times the killtnl: P"I\'('l' 01
all) g'l' nOli In u,e Thc pride of the '1'1('111iq
swepl all ",\ ~II ret1l (Ilre, "Olle "olld, hllrkd
from a ,pllt,,1 ~lIll, lIill d(',lro\ all elltlrt' 1'111'11l~
dl\ I"on, Til a nr th 'cc c"ntalller" drnpl'cd 11nm

ill the m0111Pnt
tedlOlls rlelatl,
nO"II), "And

J-[ ostcss, of,
Ift'r

and

}"cars Valid
a plane, \\ til II rpe out "n ~rl1t~ II 1\1" 'lis lite r nd
of the \\ a r. xl a rt.a Eit hcr ms t aut 'UI r e url c r or
aunihilauon." (,etllllg to h i- leet , he pour rd "
gol"" of \\ inc arid ,<lIlped it '~reedd,1

•. "our I;,t1penors?" tier \'01<'(" wa ...•Hat. I;l( klll~

its u-ua l ruh rolor. .. They a r e dclig ht cd ~ "
"The~ ha vc nt h"d the chalice as vet, 01111

iroucd alit t he lasl rhAiI lilt) an hom itgO," Rea, It-
ing 'lito lus roa t. he drew Iort l: 'I hulk v c n vclopc.
"Tltere she 1', The last "i ' dotted, tlte last' t
crossed."
.. \.'011 It" vc

inst aut "Rut
Ibat--"
" DOIl'1 t el l 111(') ou're oue of t!tn.e spy m amar«

Donellan Jeered, a nd now a cjPltnlte thickness oj
tOllgue blurred his speech "I'd Itke 10 sce 'onle·
bod,l fr) tn gl'l II a\\'~y frolll me." he hoa,terl, and
l"II'.;lted fooll'hl) it, he ,hpped the enl'elope 11\10
a 'Ide pocket.
" )'ou mllst go hOlllc "t rlllre," ,b(' ""Iqed,

1lI0re Iball e\er 1I'I1IIe 01 tal''' .. ( OIl'C, I \,,11 Irt
) Oil out m.l'Sell" JJI'regrtrchll'~ 111, pr'll "'I " ,he
pll,lted him frolll Ihe r"" 11I 1)lII ~I P"rllll\: ,he
p'l thed a !ollg mo-
I11cnl to puI her ,lr111<
"holll 11I1l\. 'I fM'''OIl
"I 1('11(1<Ille" III tllf'
('tnlll ~(C .• ~()\\ go,"

,he Whl'[H'!'eel,
,j Tnnlnrr1n\'

it \\ itil \ Oil : "

IS It pru-Ic m )
l l c r al,1I111 II ,"

,\re \ 011 not ,l!r",d

lalled ""' k
"Onl\ II '011 h"l ('

slrp' 1011',:'~ I1d II cll .,

"Yo;, h,v" kill·d
hi"'?" th- chill
blu" .y.' '" nl
hot with r~g~.

TOT fi\'e minutes
1 h"d pil,·ed he-
tore I h, loulliess
.I"rl,~, "' hrr rh;lm-
bel' hertrd a sOllnd ol
11l....'''tl'I11 knOt kIll;':: at

the Ir"llt dour Jrrc",llltlon alld ;.)1"1'111III Cler)
1111' 1I1 Iter hgllre, she hurncd dl1\\ II
"\\ ho IS It: ., ,lte asked, ear c1n,e 10 11,(, pallel.
.. Opell the dllor" It 1\as tlte ,'o\('e 01 1)1\11('11,111,

hoarse aud 11l1peratll e, and a' he thru,1 III ,be
st"ned h'lck al Ihe slghl of Ibe \111r1 e) e, "I be
elllelope! DId \011 find It?"
" The el1\'c1<1pe:" Hallds at her IHea,l, ,he

"Iloo('d the words "ckl\', tI1lr(dulolhl),
"1 must ba\'e dropped It in your roolll," 'IIII'll

Ill:';, hf' Icaped tip the slairs three at a lImc, and
\\ IIt'II she cnlered II was 10 rilld hilll 11ll'0\\ Ill>;
pdlnll' 11'''"1 th(' Colli h alld rJlg;';1I1g de' per" Ic
fll)'~lr' Illto ner) rCle"', L,kl a Ill,,,hllall be
11111\crl thc fllrllilure alld lalsed the nlg', 1'1,111Ill"';
ahout 011 h;llld< alld kllees, tbe COllllt"" ~Iark'l
fl1llo11 lllg helples:;l) '1golllzedly

, 1~lIt ) Oil bad It II 11('11 1011 lefl." ,Ill' <I1'11.,rc,1
"t 1",1. .. 1 sail It. Look tl",,,"'~h I llill IH'C\'('I'
,rl~;:111l

, \" lI,r'," 1lII1IIe1'('d DOlle(falJ gIFI-II: 1I,Ih de·
....r;nr. .. 1" c torn til.' ll(JllH.: •... lo P1Ct f'S r1l1 ('lldy."
"DIII'ldc, Iben" 011 the 1'"1 (,I1H'III, "
" I 11',,1 only gOllc " hlo('\' II hCII I 1l11"ed il." hr

;In'lIered dllll~, ",\n<l I 11'('nl ()\'e e\elY Il1lh
of Ihe <.:1'lI,"d."
"Thcll-thell"-ber tlllq,llg h",,,I- 10lc "I onc

allolher·-" "IIl1COlle 11111" IH\e I'll ked II liP'"
" Thrtt', Ibe I1nll e""I;ltlatl011 M,I (",<I;" hc

ener! \\ h"penngl), "0, Ill) (;od:"
" 1 )on't." ,hc pk'Hled hrokenl.l, "Don't! It is

llol a, If Jl wele irrt'papblr, Y011 ha\e I'our
1I0te" I Olll l ~Il'ulatllll" \11 l ;," he repro"lll NI ..
","lid \\ bat 01 Ihe un,," I11i1I'" he delll,lIldcrl

bar,hl), ''If It f'llls lilt" el1(' 11,1 halld, I ba\ C
rluntlled 111) rOlllllr.l 10 delc"t and rle,llll(\IOII ,\
ltorrOl of ('esl I IInion "
J leI ~rll1' realhed Ollt 111 the bo\\ed hca<l alld

a fool r;l"ed to go to hllll, but. baltJlI'~ '" If III
obcdlClll e to some Inlier l'Ollllltalld, she 11I1IIed to
stnlle SiD\\' ttars 1l''lsbll1g hcr 1m elule"s from her
fate, To himself [)onellan l11uttered word, she
,ollirl 1J0t t.:atch, but In hI' eyes, ,1I~delll~ !tfled,
the Coulltess illar!,'l saIl a <tark resoh'C lake form,
" Charlc,;" Site spranc: as she serea med, bllt

Ihe alllomallC cracked before <he cOllld 'ta~ hIS
halld, 'lnd Ihe bod,l, crlllllplll"~' sllllnplng, rell fale
dOI\ 11 alld \\'a' stIll \1 fir,1 ,he ,tooped, hilt
dre\\ b;Il'k II ith a , trrtllgllllg, teann~ 1'1'1 l'nable
to \\ relll h hcr stare all ay, she l'rolH'hed, 11111110\'
ill'~, trozen, and 0111.1' sllrred itl the 'Olllld of a
lOll IIIOnoI0I101l' II himpcring F,"r1l11g II \\ as her
011'11, she pre "cd both hand, agalll,1 hel lI,nllth
itlld '1lImhled drtlllkeill) acro" the room, '"I< h-
i 1~ ;tl rh~jr~
f" 'l 1H'I('rptlhlr, P"II fill elt'l\·t llf \\111 ,h~

Ge crge 'ee
po n rcrl a ~Ia's of wruc dra.ncrl It, ill1<1 t hcu h"r
<:011\ 111•...1\ l' tlClllhllllg -orue« ha t quut rd. s lu uu
Il)! k cd lite IJ, .t t o m dr a \\ "I ol the l'" r iu nr e -r nd
,1011 II III ell 0111 a telephone I II Ice the st ruk c n
1\,11I1"n t ru d tor ,peech belor e the s t iff Itps did
bCI hrddinc, ami t hc voice n-.clf Ila, sca rce more
t h a n 'I croak.
"( C>l1Ie," site brc.u bed in t o t hc mouthpiece.

" ,\1 our C :\0, no I Corne a t OIl( c. I tell 1'011,"
J','ce ple"ed "o:::aill'l t hc wmrlo« pane, the
\.1l111J1e,' ,\1,11k" k cpt her hai k to t h e <t il] figure,
';It" ,1,111((1 lit" l a r \\,,11, "S ,1", le l t t h e room,
.. \\ 1'''1' "1'," rhe t a ll, lall h,,'rt d ma n who

rlllel'lrl at hll ,,,Il' 11,,,1,, Iln prct rn-,« of hidiuc
111' auz cr ,,"r1 ,dit; Ill, "It IS 1I,"dlleS' lor 111e to
l PIlle hel ( ;.Jt t ln -, hour."

'II lIoldri h.i ve licr n III IIIIll" 1111 vo t: to still'
,III a.\ Lop\,'" \l1d ,Ill [lI11llted In lite huddle
nil t h« Honl 1I11tii th e n hidden Irn", him hy the
,nil' h

\ l'II b;1\ e k iilr d hllll?" rhe cltdl blue ryes
\ \ ('111 h f) t \ \ It h I (\ ~~c. . t ), \ n 11 I ('0 It'

" I If' k i ll. d huu s cl l." ,he ,11"'" led Ie' ell), "It
\\~" 0'-1 we t houc ht LJe \\~l'-l \\(lI\\lll~ 011 a poison

'~a, deadl.' he y oud behe]. lIe I1nhh('d tOl1lght
illld hrnllgbl the fOI111"I" IIllh 111111'I('le, I took
Ill(' ,'"clnpe frolll his pnc\'et "s \\e p,lrl('c! ~t thc
dnn! I

" '. Oil b.1\ e It:" Flerc,.I,\ l,'I:;CI, he'l'l anR 10
I", fecI. "Colos'al, ~Iar\'rt! l('ll1,sal~ GlVe It
In Il1r \ POUl h Ie~\ C, 10"\(11"'0"," he e.ullted,
"\\'It.II Illl \,! \\'hat I!Il'rcrlthk I11C\'! It means
a fortlll!e for us,"
" ""d wh,lt of ll1c? ,\"d "- she Resl med shud

d, I il1:.;ly-" tltilt" "
, (,til lite poltce the Il1il1l1te I !ca\e, Your story

I' perfll'll) 'Imp'" "',,\ stl~I'~blllll\\",d, A 10\T-
'lcl, IdIO! \\ ho I"" hce" ptlrS1l1l1~ 1011 for II cek3
TonIght ~ou told Itllll Ihal h, illln')I in~ atlen
11'"b must ce"'e, "11(1 he 'hOI hllll,1'Il" Sniipping
lb. IlIstr",.I\(1\1' II11P''1ICIIII,1 lw le,I( !ted out hl~
h,' 1Ir1 "The ell I elope) \ \'ltere IS It: "

(
"'I'O:;'-.l,\<; to the f,,~p!;ll'e, her 11100"l11cn~,
/ Ihos,. nf an alllon",tnl!, the l'O(I\1(C.'5 pres,ed

" 11I'0teltlnll III lite 0'11, nl:lnl"lplece, 'lI1rl a panel
ill Ihe IIp!'e, \\" II swung open The l11an follol1 cd
cl"se e.1cs "1'1'1, Dut 'l' he too\, the hul;:ing en-
\ elnpc, d," ling fingers ,nalch('t! It trolll hIS "ra,p,

. 1-<~x("t1....(,' 11lC," warllcn a t110( kIng \ C'lH:C, II but
tlth h"ppells to hc 111) property"
I;or a 111l1ment the 1\\ 0 sinor! par,d\ zc,l, then

SPIIIl to sec DOllell'ln standing heslde tltel11 Illth
a re\'oll'cr in 111, hall(1, sho\I'lng 110 'I;:n of anI'
dead!) wound, Tltc Countes~ }'1,1\ ka, motlth
"'11 kin;: spasmodir'llly, CJ cs l1I'ld II ith tcrror,
tlttrrrd no sound, but Iter eOInpal11011 fell back
",I b a startled eursc,
"SalT} to di "ppolnt yotl." cOlililllled DOllellan,

hi, tOIlC iaintl} jcerin,I;', "bllt I made a rotten
sl">l, , Ih,er! myself eomplelel.I," B"ckin~ to
tbr \lllIdo\\', antom"tie slill Ie\ eled, he Ihl ew I p
tltc ,aslt 'lnd called out: "/\11 I I;;::ht, Bah, Come
all ltl, That," be expl"incd polttel.\, "j, Capldtn
H"rle,\ of inlelligencc, He ha< it ke\ l c:ale him."
lI~rley, enterillg the 1'00111, \\ hi"lled softl\' at

the tableau tltat met Itis ~~zc, "S(J that" the
lIa\ )011 lIorked il. The 'co-clary of it neutral
1cL;"tlon," he ;';Iid to Dnllcllan, AickinI' a Ihumb at
the t;,11 fall'-haired m~lI, "Slipped hi, sillA IlltO
a chpl01l1itlIC pOllch, itnd 'l cOllfederalt' HI (he ol"l'r
end slipped it out. That right'" he inrpllI "d
all"bl), bl1t a s'll'age ,narl I\a, hi' 01111 re'pol1 1',

['n;!f'lc, ted, llarley pi, ked I1P tllc tclephone ,,"';
r"'"lllned it It1tere~ledl~ " llcI 0\111 pili ai' '11-
st;lliatloll, too, ~o \\OIHler 1'111 t,lpplllg ,lirlll t ~"t
~1I.1wherc."

'There's thc rache [or llie sr" '" rio, IIIIIlllI ,,'
1I11'.,-rlJpted DOllellall, pOl1ltillg Ip Ilw opel1 pall' I,
"~Ia.lbe rOll ran fine! ,olliethlllg Ih,'1 \\tli :,~
liclpflll"
" I'll Sil,\ so." 11.lrll'\ aftel ah'orhl d III'p' I 1'''11

(,l a ,hc"f of paper', lool,cd lip lrtl1ll1,h,'"1 II
cnde hooJ" and order, thai 'eem tn '~" I"" I. ,I;
f," ;1' 1914 They nlll'l h'll e plallled 11"1 It, " 1'<1'
nllllllie the II ar h,oJ,e 1)lll 01 ('I Ih"l"t' \\ I,ll -111'\
lll~ lllanne! lttrlled hi 1""" . I rl~t I-.{lll 111~1; l \'111 lill1t ~

the c\ eillng', cnlcrlall11l1l'11l. \ OtT (lIl 1111\\

Ilhert.l to go, 111.1'deal h,non IJlII he 'llll IOU h. ,,,I
e!1Iectly [01 the 1c).:aIILln :\, uuplc n[ ""'n ,'I {'
\\ '\11!II~ nllhlde, aile! thc,\ 'rc ;'1'1 to ~(I 11('('\I'cI If
1011 ,Iart otI al 'I tall"clIl \\ e'll hl "tlltnJ.: ,)n
\I'lIr ,nlnlSlcr tOl1l0rrllll ,\lId \OU," Ite "lid ",I·
rill ,,'ng the Counle's ~Jark", , 11 I 111"1 ~rI, I_r,

\\ "I rln \\ cll to stit.\ nght Itere lllltil a ril'l l'lnn h"
h( t 11 I't ~ll h l' d 111 ,n \11 (;1 •.••(' tl

, (,,, e IH'I h," I, 1lie l'llI eillpr, ll"rlcl" [)nl1"l.
\;..111•••.I""w~h \\;t,- (lS hlttl'l ,IS hh Lilt 11'~ 11nll,

Ilig hl1t .,11111 I cnplcrl I""n a ell('III1'11 I 111'01, \s
II h"pl'en," ~nd 11011 hc IIIt,ppe" Ihe Dlol,rn
1I0n"ll1 IIllh mockcr.' "1'111 ,\Orl,1I1:': "" a 11I:.;h
l",pl",,, e \"t pO""11 :;a' «I :lll"
h" , 111""1('111 Ihe (tlllnles, 1\J,,, 1,'1 Ill1plOl cd

h't11 \\ I,ll 11('1 C\ ct.;, hII1l1c!1(' ....•.. lips 1l10\ 111~ ~nllnd-

k,,11 plle"I"II, hl11 1\ "h""1 iliiolhel I:;1"nee Don-
('11;111 ..,VI II"'~ nil his hecl lind \\;:1<.; L:011C

(,I,,'d \\01'1, 1),lrlCI :-'tlllle l'"lp'" Tlte hearl
of IItl('11 C:l'lIll' Ic;,ped 11'0111It,s I,hall al tlte elld
(,f the ..,tllr) and <.:,a\c Ill'" Mid rt !Oll"-Ill:.! clalJ on

th,I",,1, "Yoll ,\I'IC 11'~1t1. "lid III," I~IOII\.;,
\' "'"'11, 1'111all rtlrl,' he 1I11111elcrl 1'111'11111) "Rill
h"l\ Ihc dCI'il dlfl '''II ('\ "I h,tppl'1l to hit 0'1
I), 1I1eII;, II? ..

, \\ e II cnt to college 1\I'~('llter." c. "I;,illed lJ''l-
1e.1 "awl I h~ppel)('rI 10 renll'llIher h~ lIa, ollr
be'l aclor III all1at,'ul therlln, 'II,"
"I'll ';I) he', al1 aettll" LJnl'("ened adllillation

e"I"rerl the tone "I l ;'II't ,"" e Il1t1l a tll"d tI,
Ill,lorl Iinal el), hilI he eCII ~in" rat e' ;, lo~d of
II"lnk, Call hi", on th •. 1('Ie"hl'ne "'HI >;"t hllU
o\er
":\oll'e, 11e 1\011'1 ('(lIl1e,
"\\'0,'1 COlllC:"
".\n, Sir. Ilar!r,", II 11''' Ithlhell"'- l'ad bcen

ll1i"il1~ throngholll Ihe 1I11el' le\1 "lid now a
r!cfllllf~ shitdo\\ rI",I, I "'I the I1WIn face, "He
"\If I Inr ,til 01 11' In ''::'' In 1'1'11 "Ilr! he h, p d to
f;nd hr nC\(ll "'r(' ..•~l 1\ cd 11'" ;:J~;.Iln t,

\ f" n "'[J",. .l, 7n


