wed mountains ds
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ned her eves she veas in the cool

primitive little waiting room, while a black

{he blow fell Edna felt unusually
120D Her !ww'm"'j wa 0V e ner
ho was pard. and her st
ation platform For over ‘an
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casting her eyves on tl scenery.,
st spent _a elorious three weeks

mountains in congenial Anglo-Amer-
it seemed strangely civilized to

silk stockings in after

The rest of the crowd
had chosen to
< her. Owing to the

was coel and bracing so that she

realized the ficrcencss of its ravs.  She

pain at the back of her seck, fol-

rush of sick “dizZincss, “As the white

‘kened and rocked she had a

moment of panic.

he 1” ,,"unr' among ‘\1";|n';:"r\,”

¥ s When

aloom of

woman held a glass of raw spirits to

ple starcd at her curiously and spoke

her, but she could not understand a word.

soon felt better and was able to

vard her Good Samaritans, But, after 131‘_\ had

had another bad minute when she
she had been robbed while she was
[Examination of her bag. however,

tickets, passport, and money were

wpatience to get

had unnerved her. It

first time in her

sst far away  from

1€ engine steamed

‘he porter had difficulty

lace for Edna, for. although her

eld its

He appeared 1o he abjectly apolo-

¢ lady in deep black, who plainly

shrilled and “thet engine ‘began to

ind, 1 xcept

re was ofily one stop-—Milan

here Idna ehaneed into the Calais
nort we large parents and a daugh-
clve at on the same side of the
raelf.  Opposite W a fair and

and white who appeared to

on a film star, a typical

e lady who had opposed

lraped in heavy black, she was an

ming and formidable personality-—cssen

class—with. an arrogant

nd rees proud eves

received a “visitor

ith dead eves, a black spade beard,
carried on a low conversa
amnused to notice that the Britis!
siraining her cars to listen. She
{ t the black-clad lady 'ooked in
thot m-annoyance and made a
n to her companion
hostility, she closed her eyes and

n the man had left the compart
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power, - What he savs-goes, and he hasn't got to
speak, for 2. wink iscen: But, althouzh he

rules absolutely, there's a small communist ele

ment in the town, and their wder —a young man
—accused the-—my emplover--of corruption. I'm
afraid it was true. There was an awiul scene at
the castle, and the—my cmployver—shot the young
man. | sawiitaall.’”

‘You've really séen a man killed? gasped

lidna. * How terrible.”

“Terrible at the time. myv dear, but afterwards
it all turned to a thriliing adventure. Life’s so
interesting because things are always happening.
Every one wanted to hush it up and say it was
suicide. But, of course, I had to insist on being
heard for the sake of justice. You've no idea how

unpopular I was. The children threw stones at

me in the strect and the shop people refused to
serve me., Even the police were quite angry with
me. And I'm sure the muddle about my seat was
imtentionat.”

*What muddle? " asked Edna.

“I booked my seat sccond class, but, v
got to the train they said my place was already
aken. But the baroness was kind and said | was

to travel 'first’ with her and she would malke it

£ '

about my ticket. I felt awkward, as she's

refated to the—my cmplover.”

1‘])\' \ gathered that the
4

black was the baroness and that she had

autocratic lady in
annexed her own reservation for Miss Bird. By
this time, however, she was gorowing tired of
Miss Bird's confidences. After they had blund-

ered back to their compartment she felt she

must make a bhid for silence.

“Do you-mind +if Ldon’t falk? ” she
“My head is nea splitting. I've just

1

e,

totich of sunstro

As she knew Miss Bird's {’VVV‘§<|~i7j had to he
appeased, she gave a brief account of her atiack
While she did so she had the feeling that the

baroness was listenit to her story with con-

cealed interest.
Miss Bird kindly supplied aspirin, which made

lidna feel p]:‘:n:nn[i} drowsy.

Down, down. She drifted into ep. Suddenly
she gave a violent start and her heart began to
leap as though she had just stepped into vacancy.
Opening her eves, she stared around her con-
fusedly,

Miss Bird had disappeared.

Common sence told Fdna that Miss Bird had
p:':\}ml\]j gone to wash and ‘\HHM SO0 he }v;u’l\,
She looked at her watch to time her absence.
In five minutes she would surely be back, and
with her warm humanity, her curiosity, and her
stories about family and home,

Five minutes passed, then ten. then fifteen,
Still Miss Bird did not come back., When, after

twenty minutes had passed, Edna chanced to look

np at her r: .she received a nasty shock.

tcase was not there

n her unecasiness no loneer. As

the baroness still slept, she appealed to the other
p engers. She ws lv the world's worst
lingmist, but she m effort in three of
the languages of civilization.

She eked out her inquiries
pointing to Miss Bird's empt,
1 d her brows in exaggerated
vassengers merely shrugged and shook their

v her that they did not understand

nao sight of ntellizence gleamed on

ces.. Edna deeided to find ot

whethi Bird had changed her
it scemed unlikely n of the fact that
the trai <0 full, and she felt acutely wor-
ried 3 worked her way down the
S ing corridor—clinging rail l
push’ng past loiterers, and r into \
,
cvery compariment
Her guest ren led her of the hunt for
1 nroverbial | needl in the havstacl
\lthougeh s sited ever) nortion i the
long train, inclue hoth restaurant cars
W re men  wer moking and drinking |
otld find no trac Miss Bird., With a leaden
n oappr nzion she returned to her own
ympartment
I'he haron S t1]] len Sud n desperat
[idna leaned forward and shook her Ais
she did so, she heard a smothered gasp from the
ther passencers. as though she had committed
ome act of sacrilege
~FAIHLE baroness opened: her e eves =13t
E lare of outraged majecst) But Edna wa
too overwrought to apologize,
‘“Where is the Enzlish lady? " she cried
*\What h - lad iskedss thi
) Prelast i "
Y dird. 1 one who sat |
I ot ndefstand. “That i e Rk
ceunied. ever
ol < 1 heaar ¥ |
) I'he baront | e her head and spoke
1 strange mis
take. Ther as b no kEn lady here cept
o our ';
! ling as 1 she w t ved 1n hac
n, | 1k w down in seat
I . SEe ATy M g ht
X M 3id 1 dreat « A .
1 S ¢ 1 .q ( ) 11 1 1
) g1 by 4

S
Scarcely consci ol her tron Fdna 1
to make a second search throuzh the tram. Dut,
this time he wis e th a n ct
of curigsity and amusement. In “every \Triag
was. a blur of faces
As she entered the first « taurant ca 1
tshe heard an Oxforg cecent Unab 0
it, she made a @ ral appeali
ase:. Is there any one Lnglish here
The spectacle of a pretty girl in hrouzht

BWwo men to their feet, althongh on { them ap
peared to regard chivalry merely as a duty. H
was tall, thin, and of academic a e n cl

in his case, was not deceptive, sinee he was a uni-
versity professor of modern Janguage

was younger and'rather untidy, with

rough and audacious bitc eye

S An nglish lady, Miss Bird; has disappeared

onthe train,™ Edna 'declared, her voic haking
as she spoke. They say—Dbut t ‘ ird. I'm
irightened by it all. Somecthing's wron nd 1
can't speak their miserable language—and

As hér voice failed, sh 1S CONSs( wsof‘a gall
gray man, bald a vult ho ed
with piercing ey as though she wa mething
on microscope s!

Y Could vou pull vou i tooet f nd mal 1
CONCISC tement ( { pit )

Thi in his voic s tonie to YOF Ve
braving her to the situs n )
word I'o her clming rchief the D Of
A mp d. Jor he looked Ve

must cerd \ y n t { Iy e
1 show ‘ el { compartm
frivolous yvouth joincd them and Bt
managed to iniect ldna with a sense of comrade-
ship, ‘as ‘thev - fouzht theirs ws through the
crowded ‘corridar

* My name's Carr; | 4l ! )
for you to rems o1 ( ohn
Michael Peter, like every one else. I'm an
neer and speak the lingo, too, - Lool n me ds a

second string.”

NTRONG i tne upport of her compatriots,
\() [Edna felt certain of a happy issue a
entered her own compartment. I'he baroness
was talking to thie doctor, who was payving her

another visit, but she listened, with gracious con-

sor's statement.

descension, to the ]\rmf.

He appeared to be in
his element as he held his
official inquiry and- qu
tioned the passengers, in
turn,  She looked up a
him with a smile and was
unpleasantly surprised
his unresponsive face.

though she could nof

derstand the langua:

was casy to follon
proceedings by the nec

tive shake of each
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vith a grating accent. ' Your suns

lamenting, and a succession of rattles

result of vour sunstroke.”

3 /2 A
S nd e T hes doftar tolleiat &' voitye
PR Ty
1 aw her chance to convince
cs the doctor. know that?:” she asked.
told that to Miss Bird. How could I
one elsc hen | oniv speak 1 lish
ars vou avere taken ill on the station

The baroness was there and she told

lain all,”” said  the doctor, S|P 1Ny

FroK¢

delusion. You went

ne-drawn howl. as thoueh a damned soul

told her that they were passing through

M B was, even then, being
out « tive in which it I:
felt her temperature rushing up as
'h she were in a furnace.  Every one
e 1ty mad and found her antic
nects Mocking eves followed her as

sat in interested conversation

ywrofessor
Iture hic while ( lis
1en he saw Edna he looked up with a

tell yvou something,” she cried. * I've

ves., Do listen.”
v heard her storv in stony silence
his brows interrogatively to

piercing eyes. - He nodded

¢ some rapid

e some advice, offered in a friendly
the professor, speaking to Edna as

actious child. *“This gentleman is

a famous Russian alienist, and he is of the opinion

].

may be, temporari ightly deranged,

mean mad? ” cried Edna in horror.

spicions of evervone, she imagined the alienist
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She cloged her eyve W\ !
vd et Herself dr; on th
current  of  tl tram s
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1 the train [here's just a 1am 1n the
A gt ( 2 inh 111 “No one
Bt ARl em. Now, we'll asstme
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1 1 yund 1d awk
\ I meant was that

There's no doubt,

she's lving in the n

artment to yours, covered up and disguised with

come interloper, but when vou obligingly went to

sleep Miss Bird w render some slight

dna., “I'm positive she would.”
Directly she entered s

yagged by two of the

Then the false patient, who was already dressed
in uniform, would only have to put a veil over her
which would look like the proper bands,

| peel off her own strip to look the perfect

1e'll be taken in :

place near a river

15 above board.

u‘_‘.'r'l ;HIH down the blind

inst his restraining arm, but

continued to hold her.

showed vou how

choke her, Fd driven out into the corridor,

When Carr spoke to her she turned on him in

:‘v'n:y concertinas,
vht and pressed to death, she

own ('HTHI‘}H‘HH’ i

arr came to the door.

Ducking undeg

"\v:fv‘li into the next com

under the plaster,

which sharp-

noise and confu




