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Tbe nutiou, the ",·o~·!d, \\ as clr-mormzJ fer gold-ye~lo'" minted metal, For lack
c- ';, ld every bank in ihc T'nitcd States was
closcd-i-pavmcnt s, c xchangc, commerce was par-
;, ' ·cd.

was in Xc\\" Yor l: that, upon a morning ia;e
i'l ,i'c .. moratorium." the telephone brouz ht to
t:.,. l.iw ofiicc of LC\\"JS l Ic nr y Pr cscot r a.i unusual

The voice was a w ornaus shrill with fri!!,ht.
•. It docs not matter who I am!" this l'OICC cried
at the girl who received the call and questioned
hcr. ••What I havc to tcll you matters! They
will kill him! They know he has been hiding
gold! And they l.now he has gold with him .. \nd
they are waiting for him wherever he is bound."
.. You mean the government agents arc w.u t ing

:or him? •. Prescott's girl inquired.
••X o! Robbers and murderers! Or they will be

murderers when they catch him. For they'll kill
him and rob him. You must stop him. Stop Xlr.
D, nslow, J say:"

. \ Vho arc the P~O!1e who arc waitit·g for Hr.
. ns lo w? "
i'l~e 1\'('111;ln at the other end of the II·irc swore

in hcr tral,tic (';,a;;llcralion. "For G"d's sake, let
p' talk to ;'1 r. Prescott or somc nEn in the of-
CI.:c! "

"Iainly she was used to impressin;:: 111,';) and to
ha I'ing hcr way wilh thcm.
The blonde secretary laid thc cOl1lbin;ition rc-

ccil'cr transmittcr carefully upon hcr dcsk ;.11.1
rose. She stepp cd to thc door at hcr right, opcl1"d
it and stood fral1)cd ill thc dOOl'\I'ay as thc ma II
at the large, i1l11'res,il'e dc;;k in thc ccnter of thc
big room look cd up from the hcap of paper,
before him.
••Yes, :Miss Byram? "
•• I am sorry to intcrrupt you. Thcrc is a

woman-a I'cry excitcd II'oman on thc phone.
She won't givc hcr namc, but shc says somcbod)
is going to kill ;,Ir, Denslow. That's all I can gct
from hcr. Shc want:; to tal!, lo you."
"Kill Mr. Dcnsloll?" he repeated. "\ \'ho?

\Vhere? "
"That's what shc ,ays; she won't say who's

killing him or who shc is, cither."
"She must bc mad. A crank, probably."
"She doesn't sound mad-or a crank," 11iss

Byram replied. Rathcr surprisingly to hcrself,
she found her.cl f arguing for thc unknown
woman. "Shc sonnded \"cry excited, that's all.
\Vhere has .Ir. Dcnslow gonc, I r. :prescott?
\nd has hc ta 'en with him a fortune in gold? "
"\Vho said that?"
"She did-thc woman."
.' I don't kno\'! what nil'. Denslo'l' is doing. and

you are not to rcpeat that-thcory-to an} one."
"No, 11r. Prcscott."

FOR a momcnt they looked at each other.
Both kncw Horace Denslow's great wcalth,

and both I I e\l' that, recent I.,. nothing had agi-
lated him mllch as hi endcal'or to make its
I 0 ~e ion ,f" f0r hims If.

" r am h ,Idin . her on 'he I ·ire .• Ir. Prcscott."
.. I'I talk to her .. \ 'ait a moment. Go back

t I yom de k and tal.c denl n el'erything she says
t I mc."' \\'aitine: un il hc was sure that shc was
;'t her desl', hc said on thc Il'ire: "This is .1r.
Prescott"
..• Ir. Pre cott, wherc'> ;'[r. Den loll' gonc? "
.. \\'hy do you want to knol'? "
.. Can you ca ch him and stop him? Hc's going

to be killf'd! He's flying some'.I"herc, isn't hc' "
.. You mcan he'll bc killed ill thc air? Thcre'l!

he an apparcnt airplane accidcnt or some such
thing? "
.• Xo; it II'ill bc 0n the grnlilld, after he lands.

They'rc I 'aiting for him. Don't Ict him land!
Stop him !"
.. Do you knOll whcre ;,h. Dcnslow i" land-

'ng? "
..• -o. but they do. 0, gc word to him some-

how! , .. "
Tt was plain that .Ir. Prescott no\l' was con-

I'inced that the I'oicc \"as that ncithcr 01 a mad
person nor a crank.

"Rather unnece, arily hc prcs>cd his buzzcr to
,ummon Miss Byram.
Prescott got to his feet. lIe was a tall man

",:l~ that intorcsting' alld attractivc quality which
I,eoplc call .. good pre.ence," Fiftcen ye?rs hciorc
1,,11en he bad been in colkVe hc had bcen a hot-
h,tll pIa, er and. alsp. an ama!t· ,. actor, taking the
I "d in thc ("()lIc~e d '11:1'. 'lc+' "c .10 he hccame
I '1 llic prl 'en't, l' f(r' a bttl" ci: in D'no, I 'here
t ilapllll"d tl 1.: Ill' prO"Cfl' (d a ('a~! aHain~t a
I'p tl' r ( []Ilra,'" [ltll lie 'Illn it and

[ en,I',1 ',nl ior ',im and hr)' ! t him to Xl'\\'
("j., I'!I I' h;n til'e .1 ·ar,. he had work cd up

nf c lid i;1 ('1J'~rge Ill' Horacc Dens-
:1] '() i I' 1 1)('11 101' put his cnor·

111'll affalr~ In n (l l'e1" h' n I .

npl'0'e !l n "ll' I ne \ J; Irhat wonld it
11 tll hll11.

The gl]' ')'1'11)' l:im, ,( 'lld 'ce that he wa'
I '1' 'ng t', I I'e I I . tr('m( l'd"..J as he was in
'r a lce. I' as a I 1', :.,ure. Ill' had no partll"rs
:. 'I sociatc i'l ,', l' "e 1',: 'Ie 11') lOll ,er had a

h' c or a ,on ho c u' C; ,tep il to his affairs. \11
he I 'orld kael (hat his I 'ife l!ad diYorced him
and his son had t,lk~n tbe mother', part.
.'0 Ilonccr, f!lOu;1 t ~ladt:'c Byram. that LeI i,
nry Pr l' tt wa, dral'ing- himself 1.1') ,'lOrc

I' wrtal'tly ,nd 11111res~ively than CI er before.
"I g" i' '>11. .1 ,Pr cott."· le ,id.
.. Th, . he didn't s I Hi c-a':-Qr a

It."

~Ir. IJ ,0 \ 'laS gone,

,.,

t gO
tt c :i "Ii t

it, ';'1 C 'I? .,

-'

II Y0. ):rs, -\11(11 11\;~ :It Lt, )\\.." 1;11-- virl 51l-'"-

Fe ~""d. ~bt I ~""t.llr i: c 'I', L: o r l)a v .\J ~ll !J\..:l .
low's ;}:;cL ' :"':iJ;!1 1 clJ1 lu r: ,-

'!"hc <';1 'l{' be' J' t:,(""·:,, n,~' a ud \ladgl p to' ~d
up the rccc: ·cr. O'~j ",' ,\'icn's . ailing us r :

" Ci I'C' t til :,iC:" Prescott tocl it irom her.
"!Ill' Prescott.' said a woman s voice, In."iJt-

encd and anxious in an entirely different ',;:ly
from that of the uni.lcnt ificd woman ... Sonc on c
iust pu-n, d me ;l\1d wouldn't give her name. ::ii;,
said l must send a f tcr Davy and stop him f ro:u
flvu«. ~~ltl' said Mr. Denslow and Davy woulrl
iJe- murdo rrrl when they landed, and t i:l;··I·e
l.m.lcrl. They left yesterday-in the after"" n -
they ..
" Y cs.' ~;lid Prescott as k iudlv a ill' '·(>:lid.

"They (cit. but do you know whnrr~ tl:ey wen' : ,.
.. Davy thought they would be l1yi\l;'; south t',1S

time. To (;corgia, 11r. Prcscot t."
"\\'h:' did he think that? "
" Because they ...'c been mal.n: . ,. r r: unri of t1w

to' . ;:tcs and til' Y

I;;'dn't b c e n to
(;eorgia yet with
the p:oid!"
" \ Vhat 0" cried

Prescott at this.
" \ Vhat did you
say? "
.. \ "ith thc g!·ld.

Didn't you know

they I 'ere carr:1I1g '::' id 011 thl 'e trip
.ladge Byram rell1ainct1 ,talllill1f; .' f I f<"t

away.
.. You hc I'd S(' lie oj tlllt? ., I'rc..;cntl a 1-.(" 1 I

whclI at 'a t hc ht'lI;! up.
" 'e .• Ir. Prescntt."'
"\\'cll. :t seem: to be " hllt I C <uppo'ed. ]) ,:'s

lold her tliat :111'. D( n Io,,/s bccn taking ':, uf
•'c\\, 'ork and hirlin', in other places, gold.
" '\[rs. ,\llen said J lav: thought they'd b" fl! ing

south this time .. 0 I sup Jose', .\[iss Byra;l. : ,"I'd
bettcr try to gct .\11'. l>cl1siow" Georg;a hll1t n~
lodge on thc phonc."
Southeastern Georgia II a hung II ith thc pas'cls

of lin~ering sunset.
Daniel Tclfair rattled along the sta e oad in

his road,t, r on the \I'ay home from bascball prac,
ti,'c \1 it 1 thc .\lbcmarlc High school team. HIS
brother .\ndy amused himsclf with a hog-shcad
hoop on t'lC I'(randa of thc faded but still sump-
tuous mansion. .\Ir'. Telfair gcntly consultcd
white h;1;" 'd, black factd Lucius about the CI'C-
nl11 ~ n cal. Linda. her elrIest child, stood on the
thresh',ld of the'r lome watching hcr brothcr,
lonking at the sunsct brC'lthing thc scasonal
lnag-ie.

\n air:,!ane 1>n'?ed into tl:
inc.: slowly iike a laz~ \I'at r
sculilll:c,1 1'011'1. "', i , t."· s; id
rIe ,·nt,,:. ' is .\11'. DCll \0 ."'

Linr''1 d"1I1u\Tt:d ... lie only
to hun"
.. 1"..; "1' DCI"} \' itt" til,'

c' '''red sky, mol'-
I:u~ across an oil
() J ,. old :\nrl),

t "nil''; ill tIH f il

all1(".'

11" plane pas,c I d rei:. o\"cr thc colo-n',1
mansion and its SUI"fO' 11hi'g ficlds. Beyond the
second rirl~;e of darkly f;rc~n pi'les it tWlI( d
one h;gh wing f11\5hil'~ in thc slln-,:nd settled
"arthll'ar<l like a I"car) ~ull.
"I told you so," And; said ilbi tClltly.

"""HE l' mil) sat around the lahle. 1.( 11' ('~n-
dies ~l'n;mercd ,n poii 'jed PI, \, It) and

.1' -I elrluoms froll1 el' Itl patr t I]; of an
a 1":0 t f ,rgotten sout h.
, .\1 r, Denslow flcw dIn ~et' y," I .nd.
" (,rc.at,·' Daniel hdp'd 1,,"1C f fr,ll' t

pro/le:'cd by Luciu. ..: 1-.y1>(' he'll Hil . m
ril': IC promi,cd me la,t i.li!."
"_ ·0·••••, Danicl." .Irs. Tclfair m·'r!'''· • 'e-

p",O','hitdly. Then the tall' c It oi hcr nl' 't.
rh, n;;cd ... \\ hat hroll',H him hcre in tile )nn
til Ie? "
Tl'e II 'h. 1 no: h 'st pitcber s';"u g,d. "l> 't

knl I'. n1l t,cr .\la: he II'all' '(I' ,cc wl,_t II
II as li!'e hei'e in Ge .. a 111_! r·11."

. Irs. Teliair sigl cd. .. '1 hal's the \ a: "I i'
). ankee. C nre!;abit. 1 I'r.pel' 11 CI' "1

e<tate to .\lr. Den lOll" 'I'e'd ;;till h 'e:t 0
seh'es e.'cept for ., il II' . eeks in the i i.
said. I nel'er should Lal'c ,oid ) Ol,r gr n if tl ..
lam!. I knew it then."
I ~n nodcc(, "lhti:

11 de I, I )Ie U: 1

"~I ell gu; ."

II I 1'1 '1 10 ~;'Y, P1(\'hc~-, h cs '1 g"ll,!"'" "1

rc~jI1C:lj,-l:t. ~.t~...cr, but h,ll It: d""'l'() d. J J n-

iscr] toe a r.dc in hi- plane. 1 wonder 11 (ljl, '. ~g
might 1)(' 1>:,l1: wit h him II<II'? ..
.. Gr. i!;! o· a'ked .\[r'. '1"<.;1· ....•.. hn I ,el con,

tilled he, ti',dip'; wit h Xl r, U,llsio ..... to business
matters vl-oi!y.

.. His ;;0'1 ... vh» C;Ul1° with liin first time three
years ago. ;\I;o:l:er swell guy. Ain't he, Linda? "
.. Hc wouldn ,( 1:' . with his father," said Lmda

quicl ..ly .... \11'. ;:nr! .vl r-; Dcnslov, wcr c divorced
a ntl (;rcr~r.; s~d('d w.t h his mother."
\\'hat was he like now, Linda wondorcd. Twcri-

tv-two- young ma n. \'.'as it possible that this
time on this our oi season visit he had co:nc
wit i: h;s ia.lvr:

ri~c mcrn t1~ \\ as urityht and sun pl1r~·c<1.
I:i'("":"",~ "';:i, htc, ior it wa; Satur day: Mrs.
"(.~ r had (L headache 11(1 r c i.ii nrd in or.d : 110

:,-1" ,j (1111 old LllC1U'"-. \\"l( ~ll\\<l: ".~. a'~ diia-
t(,:~· ,t, C :-ctl'n-;l.,.lllces ail- \' f d ~l) t'~ d;d pr ...•t ap-
pear until Linda had set ,,' 0l~1 t h. "er 111:',
\\'hCl1 at last be CUl1n into t iic dllJlqg room

LInda wa s aware that somct'rina (Ill I p uno "l1~J

\TI1:;t have occurred. His old cyc: were wide c p..n
and his COUl1~(,l1ajH'f' was han.c;ard"
"Yf)~11n trouble 'iga:l1, i iiCiu$?"
"~[c;- Xo ma·am. :':ot Lucius."
"\\"hat is it. then? "
1Ic set "0,"n'S beforc thcm. "It's a SI; 'clIO;]

]I/i s Linda."

"No question h was ~illed;
he couldn't have ~hot himself,"

" ~ I peclion of what, 1.1 ciu'? "
J "'1}icitlu omcborl.·s daid."
hat makcs you thinl' so? \\'h~t IS 11C n ,-

r II·ith .·ou, Lucius;- .,
" . '(,thi I' makes n e thlllk so. I jes' I I' ,'. S.

'o'nebod, 's daid."

•. I . ; ie\' momcnt ',iter~' I', I ~Cl1 II' .
n, re had been "aincd 'rum I . "Ii, lI,a' ,It'

l Icphone rang. Damel Icap,d to ~IlS'1 r !t.
"It's for mothcr, Linda. " cw \'ori", r~llhg' "

he shouted. "Somcbody in • CI' \ or" II nls
her."

Linda stood up, astonishcd. Shc hnrn rl into
the hall and picked up the recei\ er. .. II,,' 0 .,

" Hcllo? • Irs. Telfair?" asked a felllllline
vo:ce.
"This is her da 19htcr. Can I take a message

for my mothcr? "
.. Just a minute."
.' "xt Linda heard thc 'oiec of a '11an. "Hello?

.Ii ,TLi'~'r? Thi, is Hcnry Prescott -peaking.
I'm B, r'C' j)"11 '. .'e·.1 \nrk I~'\·\,r. I go'
YOl1rn"ill ,IPt" 11 ,:c'd l~hi~.t~l)·'ll··O')-
crt, Do yon k I" 'It j'e;" or n ( re e'l d
.\"1 'I :';e III 1;', 1':I'le \ st ni~.::ht? ..
"[ i 'Lne h (\:'1. I saw his plan 111, 'cr

his \' a)."
" " () I t h0u,;ht. lIo I' iar io his hon c i'OIIl

,
't.

you·· ...? '.
.. '-i\"c miles by road,"
.. l IV' nd T, th"n. jf rou II'ould do tl> a fa) r:'

I Ie did not \I'ait ior an an II·er. "\\'l\'e I'CCI1
tn'ill to gct .\f r. Dcnslow by pho n'e Ilire
" j' 1',' . hut he d )es11't ails" c;. ft is 1]( t i:l'-

1'·t";cg,,tintollf"h,,·,I' hnl. \ u'l
yOli mill '''1 ing to loc"t 11m and senlin,~ \lord
to hi"l to (,'1 is illlll1t'hate1y, or ebc let us kno\\"
definitely that 'It' i not at his lodge? .,
.. I'd h ,iad ttl." Linda rcplicd.
" Y I at I\"as all tl'at?" Daniel, at hcr elhOl\".

d manded.
•. • 11'. l)"nsio\\'s lal"::cr ill :\CI" 'ork," Lltlda

looked up thc stairs to make sur' that her mother
h. rI not hccil arouscd. ,'hc c,'plailled, almost in
a Ilhispcr. "Hc ?cems to think that somcthing
mi ht ha\"c ha"! t;ncd to .Ir. Denslow. Thcy
cO' "hed. may bc.""°~,said Dan ... Then I'll go o\"cr thcrc."
.• \\ e'l1 hoth go."

ho) 1 acked the littlc car out of thc barn
r' cd as a garagc. Lillda jmrp d 'n h( id
I 'Ile~ '''>1,;n allil).

.. C,·- <[:nl· iunn) that .1r. Denslol camc n \I,"

, ,,!> l'r \ <j as tbcy ran on the narrol but
r ( the Den,Io\\" acrcs. .. E\"en En ch'

h
II

("'1 ,the careta!': r \\"110 \\ inter d in ['Ie
(U rters ot thc lodgc, but I' ho \\a'

aiel da.·s off bet\1 een sea 01', He h d
Ihe fe'fair place o!1iy d b,f re ) e,-

- ay '1 an errand ,_ l' J'

L 01;: at the 'a'1thng fi r,t,
•• 'our

'1he fie'd ;t e i \ as cr. Ii t 1 P nc d

Pa~e I.'

Cf3y Edwin almer
ar d hilip Wylie

crashed it bd not ber-n upon the field. And
t he plane had not cr.rshcd , It na d hce n roiled
intact Into the hangar and the wide doors clo-cd
upon it.
i\'hate\"cr l1"1d h~\,p('ned had not orcur red here .
Linda rcmcmbercd Wilen, three years ago,

Gregory Denslow had invited her in and showed
her around and introduced his father to her.
There was the lodge so shaded by the tall

pines about it that a light in a lower window
glowed yellow.
Dan moved to his kft and Linda to her right.

She peered in a window upon a dining table
where, evidcnt ly, two persons had supped and
left the dishes they had used. Daniel came to
the window .....herein the yellow light burned.

S01IE one was in this room; some one In a
. i a r II idl his hack to the windo «. :;0 lie '.'"1"

\\ JlO did Hot ino vc. He "as SIdil1p Ii on, h:l
over a table d",!. with papers and bu,',., ., "Jil ,I.
l ic II as 110,';ll'(, DClISlo\\" and he I as de, 'i :
:'.!nru r. t:1" t meant I ~l)jllebcHI.\' dowu here

1" d murdcrcrj 21ir. DCliSloII, .Iprl sorucbo.ly ci"e
ill :\c\\' \ or' had kuown he v.as gniil(, to d) ij ~

I)[:n ei stcil"lcd iark iro:n the 11".11<11'";1',sha], 11~
a little.
Ilis sister glanccd ,tI, Ilg the iro') uf till' h' hC

and sa' ...' hila,
" \ \'hat's in thcrc, ])ann) ? .,
.1 'Ott go \"ay, Lind"!" he \' :ll"1l 'd her. I ~:t

airc]('y shc lIas hurrying to him.
.. \\'ho'd you see, Dan? "
";'[r. Dcnslow. 1 gucss hc's de'! [!..,
Linda looked in.
~he stood gasping and starin:,; ;It D,' '1,

and she forgot the voice from 1\ CII' York
for thinking of and feeling for Gregg
Dcnslow.
Dan ;md shc j umpcd at thc same install t

and ir'111 thc same stimulus; a bell shrill)
rin,Q'ing Ilithin the house.

"Listcn. if anybody'l! answer," said Linda.
" \\'ho'd answer? "
"Two had supper, Dan. saw tll'O plates

on the table."
Thc sis l'r and brothcr I 'crc talking ip

111,ispcr~. al! thc time the tclephonc bc!1
intermittcntly rang. Each time thc ringing
was interrupt cd thcy stood brcathle. " listcl]-
lng. At last thc ringing ceascd awl did not
rcsume.
"Hcar an) body answcring, Dan? 'I

" -0: d 'you? "
" \ \. c onght to go in, Dan."
"Ol'~ht'l'l \In gct ~omcbody fir<t? "
•. \"ho'd II'e get. Dan, Clcm Cl?y?" Clay

was thc sheriff and hall kncw him.
Dan shn)1 iii I 1"'. ,. ,I, • hc \I'C ought to

g , Jloc .\n1'
.. Thcn the "Ilic"t IO"1l\:d be to phone

hi'l1 frClll1 in til 1''' \ HI Linda, her rcsolu-
lipn made. I 'as at the do 1'. It,·;" ti;.,ht shllt and
stl'ck a littlc. but it I 'a~ 1\ 1 l( c' prJ. Dan 111'1)cd
I ;. 1" h il open, and to;::" "le r th".\' Ql'PI1t'd in.
ii'i'l 11 t'lr llOlisC Ihr ,. no <ouno or ir

r' y IOlll' rl 'I }nut Ih ii awl at tl][; d"ors
S'lllt to i'. and th" 'J till' si)'lt ; qd
( :'11'~ st, r," Fer d j til" It 1 1 n' ti~cy li~ lll' I.
.. , II ri 'h . lct's :"0"'1 h It I" Ii s

si In's hand ti'al I r 'I lh II I (Ii the d' (I,
to )1" 1'00'11 I': I, the h::' I I" ;[1,·.

, 1,' li'~bt ( u I, pccd' ,,'t l'1'('n hd l''' thc I n,,1>
tll'"nr'd. tl'- ll:,:" I a littIe J'( In I ilOle III the 1 IT I.
:-p'i'lter 'nial" rI oU(I"anl abn It the hole, Pi l l1ly
it I,', . I"'j:et holc fre hi:' 111d 11Ya bulle! tircd
II'nlll h th(' 'oor from I n:li I tho roo 111.
Lind? opencd the do, r.
T1:c fl ure ~pt"'J .•'cd t I r t'l I, d. I 'l

111()·e. and thc llsel ·.sn·, , ( ,1"il1g Dr .. IPCS
I"a' evid' nt , ~ tl' fir t . j" .. ,r 11 tillS Sid, ';r.
D 11<1(11' "d ht 1 1,,, II' I 'H'P but se\Tr',1
tim" . a' d it I"as "I i(: '1 t, t hI I 'I I fot' ~11t haLi·.
IF' ~i 11 'lrn, \l'll'ch Inc! Ilcen O'it of sight from
tnc I.nl,' '. ) UI'" d " ; Ie tll "e~k and the
11;1:1(' ;('j{ cl ,-t"~ lj· •• i" i' IoC i "It r 1 or

11 t", '1 )r 11I cr"nS' f
. i~n I r: t-

1) I I

I> d),
• 0 I'" t n hc I 'a, killed: he couldu't h 'e

1('" him e r. _'0 powder marks, Lin(la. Bc 'des,
he II"'S hot tl'ree til11c~."
.. \'es," said Limia. ".\lld he tired back oncc-

ur J110rc tinlc:-;,ll

" Olwl·t tOllch an:'( hing. Linda;-" Dan
. d, sl"ri 1 at that st<:rkly held pi. tol but not

[>'1 t''1 hi h"'HI on it.
I sl ouidn't. ,'ot a th'ng; n ,t ,I tlline:."

ic l stoop d, dral\ 11 by some instinct, and
" ed 'Ii' the scraps of paper that lay at her fect.
"y hate writing-woman's writing-writil1g of
;'Cler and quality. SO'1e of the words mcant

n ,11' as ~hc read the scrans in hcr haud-" de-
li . ( ynll" ., rc Ilnsible for this "-" alone and-"

d I I,d,: rcad' .. Gregory has insi,tcd th"
y( Ij this el'cnin--"

I turncd to her. "\\'hat you got there? '
II r h"n<1 closcd 011 the scraps. "Xothin."'
Ie arc i)'cd her answer, he Ivas so e:,citl'd 'lim-

Sl' f. Then they both jumped-hut Lint! kept
I er fi·t tit;ht closed-as t 1C tc1cpho'1e suddcnly

!led again.
" Le's anS\lcr it, Dan ~" said l;nda.

'II ) ou answer? .,
•• \ \1 ans', er, then I'll talk 0 th<:m." Lilt,II

. 'eel I itb him. She I 'anted hU1 out "f the
ad III her to gil'c her lime to ~atll r thc

'1 s 'r~ps of Pier, Had h( n ticed them,
I h . II '''Id Ie r 1 eml er tl:elll at all?

~ ']1' et t(l 1 r1. 'n" up t le torn bits. Some wcre
1 alo t, n ne rly under the pistol, an-

t"er U11'1 r th t rr I Ie cb r
\\ 'a· doi'l . and \\ by I'as ,he doing

It? :::ohe Oli of ~. .! t pr 0' th"' Grpf'-
Dc'1 ) v ted his f ther last night, and

.e a e 1 't c,a",e "he knew he 1ad no part
in the murd r.

d i! 'r-! a'd hent C!O ( 10 the

She hC1rrl her brother callin-z to her in a queer
ho.u. -nc..s of awe loud in t lie silcnt hall. .. Linoi.
Lind.i. it's \.-c .•... York a-rain. That man in New
~'('rk .vho talked to you."
L:I1'; dared delay no lonr-cr : she twisted int»

her ha udkcr rlnc f the scraps she had gat hcr cd->
two had blood upon the'n,-and she thrust the
handkerchief under her blouse .
.. \"'hat did you tell-:\'cw York ? " Linda as',,,r[.
"That IYC were hcrc, and Mr. Denslow 1\·.'

murdered.'
.. Tlcllo," ,a;d l.:i"la.
.. 0. ~r;;s 'j clfair ? \\'h;lt ': .•.. l.app cucd ? For

God's sak ;: tell nic exactly wha; has happened.
Your brother says you found Xl r. Denslow mur-
dered. Was .vlicn, his pilot. who flew him there,
killed with him? "
"\Ve haven't found the pilot," Linda "aid.
"Then he's d .acl, too, or he did it and escaped.

He was with Xlr. Denslow."
"\\'c haven't looked through the rcst of thc

house yet. :\.fr. Prescott," Linda told him, her
imaginal ion trav. ling behind other doors on t'lis
floor and ups::lirs to find what else
.. E!'II" lar.' Xew York now 11'[lS ",kjn;; her,

"{io-v Ia r is it to the nearest to» 11. a nd wl-at
tow n s it? I don't rcmember.·'
".\lhemarlc. Fifteen fniles."
"\\"hat is the charactcr of the I, cal ~uthlll"I"

at Albcmarle? "
"You mean the sncrilI?)' ;;oid linda. .. ( . I

Clay? Hc'll be on his I";'y 11 ;0011 ~,; :,',." ",
throllgh talking. The operat"r IS sur 'iy listcnlu~
ill ('In this, you knov.'.')
.. 0 ' .. sairl \ CII' \' ork, .. 0. 11 ell. is '\[1'. Clay

('.11 (':\i 't;( necd invl:>tigat\Jr:- "
" 1lJ.:·s a "leriff" s:lid Linda n"I't"I'nlulitlJlly, alld

;\ 'W Yllri, UJ1(icr:-ilood.
.. I '1"1 I', ;nin, fr01l1 :\ell' \'ork. I II ill fly dl1'.l·n

1'IY_1-f. ',ri'l;( ng lI':lh mc the b' priYate detec-
t:\l' III 't'll' Y0i'k Cily. );011', s' 1'1' as you rill,
S • \" "\ j.' thing- for t1~. ~('(' L'. 'r} tiling for us:
r'n rrl 't ,'lId sal'e 'n(' yn'lr Ill' u"-aIHlum. 1Iore
dc ,'nd IIi 0'1 :'0\1. . r s,. TCll,,,r. than you ,;1\1
dre Jm at t"i, Ill" "nt. or than I l' II ~t'll you IWW.
" I1ut this I11P(; , 11 1 I! . II. :d r. Dcml'lw

£1<II c!tr,',n th''I'e '.1 'I i i, .Ii 'l' '1', laden II ith
g,}:r!.··
"(, }id: "
.. (,old In I: r,. l' I' 'al) I' ith !--"leI.

I'Cll1cmbcr. 1am stanin"T f"r
dcpend upon yon."

Y 'I 'Jjlt"'.

I': hUII;( up and Linl )lIt dOlln the reu:' U.

Ilan II'"S at her elbo" ; hc had been tiwre
all thc t;me, hcaring most of II'hat II'a ,aid irolll
,'c v York.
"Hc said' gold '? ., asl'cd J)~n ... .\Ir. Denslow

was flying cloll'n here \I'ith a "hipload of gold? "
The telephone rang and Lind'l answered it. An

excitcd fcmale voice camc to her cars. ,. This i
• 'ellie Kanc at Albcmarle. :\lis Telfair. I heard
almost eyery word you ,·id. :,)nll I sprcad the
ne\\'s for YOll? "
" Plea, c," said Linda, "I( I the ';Il'ldl", and II III

I em call Dr. r lI1eo for m(' ...
"lJr. ,\mc ou re hur' or ick, li s Tcl-
. r? .J

0, hut t II hlin 1"m t: :('1; hcre. I'd be gla(1
,f he'd comc."'
If he I,"ere home, 1.1 Ida rtT!.,OIlCd, he I ·00'ld

Mrjl e bdore the heflt. and ,he I'ould be gl' d
l( that.
"(;old; gold ill par'!" Dall I, repe,'

" . "ppO'C any oi It'S it' t In the Iup'"
,. \\ C ot!r;ht to kno ," said 1.II'd.. ,. It'b t

fir t thin; wc oL:",ht (0 hnuI\, ('.1 d, 'n t lUI'
and .ce,"
The b y ran oUl In'u

<he rrcarl he 'rrap
Ip , H' lable. Rapidi)

th.: .I:n
f ( ,: ilt
,hl fill

ht, ,l1ld Sll I t
'I .. ndker ! 'I

, , III to!1ctl, r.

Palm JJeaeh. 'j' .,.,,[ .~; ,'reh 16.
])e~ I' Horace:

I'

'iI i' d ,1.:\1 Ie t 1"1"(' 10 • 111'-
\ I 'I this (' l-

lid I h:. ,
III I )t)t t" ~t <.: l;11 I I' )~.i.. t1nity t) f

he is, I I,n ",1', in Jl}

(Jrcgnry 1,
I' r'~·

! () OIl. • J1~r

1'" ll', h,tll'lil I t1, lid 'lill ," 11 ;'("compl "
Ii ltii ng ~O f~t a~ I aill ,'OIIC "1) d. I i:'l'i

\\fil.II·' this, I :" I he h s agreed 10 del;\ I'

to : Oll ,0 th, I : '1, ony rennin, 'lired (
h" alone, nr! not I Inn t he 'C'P"ihihlc "r
this \isit. l~ Til as yo - Ih're ';OIllC 'lr;,.,
\\"erc '11; 'll ;1- tli Pl al f ii'" f"rtlille .

Sincere!.' ,
II e 'I,.' lor.

'I

11, I"'i
not" 'r .
di\·(l~·.

nd in
: nOli" tle

Inl

I'

to e
e'e· ("'nil.

~'O\"'). (Lliblr t
c '1 I' d," ·n.
.. Ii n. the pilot. r it
~l (rt .. ot Grt ,,)r~. ,"
br 'lkned ,iJlce ,h! ,a \ h I.

Th', man had n.l f rc: a 11
hoies ior eye: wa lInd~r hi, h t
turned to\ 'ard I, r.
he I'as ·-eering- th
(Co' Jng-ht: 19~3. n 1:

(To ~c

11
I a

"
:"nehief 1'1 II
1 hcles t l'

I the, ",
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