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Finds Bitter
Stage Critic
s Mellowing

Literary Piece Reveals

That George Jean Is All
for Cornell—Almost.

By Burns Mantle.

EW YORK.— [Special.] —The
season dawdles toward an
opening. It is lucky for the
producers that it does. The

weather turned midsummerish
again this week, and if there had
been the usual supply of Labor day
openings there would have been
little trade to support them. As it
happens the second week of Sep-
tember promises to provide the real
opening of the new theater year.

Five plays and a revival are
scheduled.
Meantime the theater-minded

public, or that portion of it that
reads literature on the theater, has
been going back through last sea-
son with George Jean Nathan in a
collection of critical observations
entitled “The Theater of the Mo-
ment,” just published by Knopf,
and a second collection of amusing
observations by Cornelia Otis Skin-

ner, called “Excuse It, Please,”
issued this week by Dodd, Mead &
Co.

Nathan grows mellower as he
grows older. There are a fairish
number of things nowadays of
which he approves—usually with

an apology, always with an explana-
tion that, to him, still leaves the
Nathan ego rampant if not domi-
nant. But this new graceful accept-
ance is one that a younger Nathan
pooh-poohed and pish-tushed as in-
fantile and weak. He even has be-
come a defender of the legitimate
theater as it is, not as he would re-
mold it.

Likes the Theater Better
than Any Number of Things.

“When all is said and done, there
is something about the theater that

all the moving pictures, radios,
phonographs, automobiles, restau-
rants-with-entertainment, dance

halls, free band concerts, and sea-
sonal al fresco amorous impulses in
the world cannot kill,” writes
George in a foreword glowing with
optimism.

“It is the gilded, and sometimes
golden, toy of the arts, and it has
been that for centuries on end. It
has behind it tradition . . and
each year, whether it is healthy or
whether it is ailing, it manages to
recapture and to offer at least a
snatch of its old glory.” . . .

Nathan finds evidence that the
literary drama is returning and, as
others have done before him, thanks
the movies for that. “The motion
picture, by ridding the theater of
its demi-emotional and demi-intelli-
gent audiences, has created a resid-
ual audience that, both emotion-
ally and intellectually, is more or
less a unit and that, unlike the
former miscellaneous audience, may
be approached by a producer upon
recognizable and at least partly an-
ticipated and understood terms.
This is his explanation.

O'Neill and Cornell Are

Among Few He Recognizes.
He named hugenc O’Neill, M
well Anderson, and S. N. Bohxnnn
as the three American dramatists
at present leading the procession.
He selects Katharine Cornell, Helen
Hayes, Lynn Fontanne, and Ina
Claire as the Ileading American
actresses. If he were forced
name one of the as the
lady he would,
little
nell,

to
first
a
Miss Cor-

four
of the theater
reluctantly,
thus:

iss Cornell
inner something for which
Miss Hayes seems at times to have
to struggle. Miss Hayes, on the
other hand, has a vocal trickery,
most cajoling, for which Miss Cor-
nell in turn, on the other hand,
often has to struggle. Miss Hayes
seldom has given a distinctly infe-

accept

has a and

sweep

rior performance; Miss Cornell on
a

Miss Cornell has
natural stage presence that Mi
Hayes must create by artifice. That
Miss Hayes is able to create it is
doubtless further to her acting
eredit. . . However, taking our
arbitrary and questionable premise
as we find it, it remains a toss-up
between Miss Cornell and Miss
Hayes, with the favor, at the mo-

e e

occasion has.
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DANC
TEAM IN
WALNUT

ROOM

T —

Shalita and Carlton,
team of ballroom
dancers now in the
Bismarck hotel,
had an international

have

career. They came to
Chicago after a tour
of the orient.

[Maurice Seymour Phofo.]

ment, just a shade Miss Cornell’s.”
This because of the greater variety
of Miss Cornell’s roles. . . .

There are touches of the old Na-
than that are more stimulating. He
gives you a view of the current
Broadway, for example, that is dev-
astating. A worm’s eye view it is,
and exaggerated, but vastly illum-
inating. “ Fiction and legend, work-

ing their wicked will upon those
innocents, listing in the farther
reaches of the land,” writes George,

“have converted what is one of the
ugliest, cheapest, and most thor-
oughly unromantic streets in the
whole world into a de luxe avenue
of fairyland.”

Proves Times Square Isn't
What It Is Played Up to Be.

He his
him

shop

then proceeds to take
reader by the hand and escort
on a tour of Times square,
by shop, window by window, past
all the cheap, grimy, second-rate
exhibits that make up the market
place that is the fabled “ crossroads
of the world,” and reveals
what it has become.
He could do the same, if
moved, for the boulevards
Paris, the Main streets of any
sizable city in the world. And when
he speaks of the old Broadway as
a sweeter and better place to stroil
in than this new collection of flashy
shops and honky-tonks, he is forget-
ting just how messy the old Broad-
was. Even without the huck-
pushcart, and Coney Island
barker atmosphere southern Euro-
pean Americans brought to it, it was

it for

he were
of

SO

or

way

ster
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a messy, overpraised, exaggerated,
small town affair., But the Nathan
account is eloquent in its expres-
sion of disgust.

It is in this same chapter,
that he pays his respects to
first night portion of that super
audience when he says the legiti-
mate theater is building for itself.
“The present Broadway first night
audiences continue to resemble in
the aggregate nothing quite so much
as’ a zoo, minus only the peanuts
and a small measure of the smell,”
asserts George. “These audiences
do not go to determine what effect
a play has on them, but to deter-
mine what effect they have on the

1('0,
the

play, and to demonstrate it in such
a2 loud, vulgar, and generally offen-

sive manner that the more sensitive
and intelligent ushers promptly con-
sider throwing up their ignominious
jobs and entering the somewhat
more delicate and less self-insult-
ing profession of sewer repairing.”

Calls First Night Audience
a Gathering of Half-Wits.

You who have wished so long-
ingly to be a part of that glamorous
first night mob may

EDUCATIONAL.

rest a little more contentedly in
your homes after reading that. But
if you are still intrigued by the
thought of sitting with these gath-
[and they really are worse
through the early seasonl], consider
Mr. Nathan’s further estimate of
such an audience. “Its taste is the
taste of half-wits, its manners are
the manners of bounders, its intel-
ligence is the intelligence of shoe
clerks, and its smell, despite all its
expensive perfumes of Arabia, is
the smell of dead and dying brains.”
The old Nathan as you may see is
still on call.

I would commend also to any
reader’s attention a subdivision of
the chapter on “Playwrights,”
which Mr., Nathan devotes to the
young propagandists, the youthful
radicals who seek to overthrow the
Anglicized theater of the capitalists,
and to substitute a theater of life
and of living problems.

“Little Red Writing Hoods,”
George calls them. “They seem at
the moment unable to make up
their minds whether it is better for
them to go to Moscow, serve Stalin,

erings

make $15 a week and freeze to
reasonably death, or go to Hollywood, serve
NAL. EDUCATIONAL
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Finds Reds
White Bread of Capitalists.

Gnaw Greedily en

He finds s nt Marxians
as John Ho on, Paul Hii
ton, Samuel Ornitz, John Wexley,
Albert Bein, Aibert Maitz, and the
Messrs. Skiar é Peters, who have

the propaga

written most
dramas tinged

radical

for various

with read
suid
heip 1roin

proaucing groups {0

Hollywooed, or accepting

the capitalistic Guggenheim Foun
dation. Iie cafc the socialistic
Elmer R being called to account
by the rniment for a short pay-
ment on an income of $157,000 a
year. His exposures ave ruthle

and revealing,

George Jean Nathan is a brilliant
analyst of the theater. For thirty
years or more he has sat, vigilant

if embittered watr'hmdn. in his own
Gotham tower observing the life
and people of New York, theairical
New York in particular, and hating
most of what he has observed. He
believes thoroughly in the efficacy
of so-called destructive criticism. It
he reasons, the only criticism
that makes its targets mad enough
to stir them to reformative action.

He is not always fair, nor in-
clined to be. I never have caught
him in a deliberately dishonest
statement, but I often have caught
him indulging his prerogative of
personal conviction, to me a dishon-
est gesture. He can be cruelly un-
fair to an actor or actress to whom
he has taken a dislike. Many
them he has read out of
ater. But curiously they continue
to return and not infrequently to
live and prosper to the confusion of
the Nathan judgment. , , .

18,

of

Book of Unacted Monologs

Is Entertaining Collection.

The Cornelia Otis Skinner book,
“Excuse It, Please,” is made up of
a variety of what might be de-
scribed as unacted monologs. Miss
Skinner, a credit to the stage fam-
ily lineage she represents, has a
gift for writing as well as charac-
terization. Having made a
of those mono-dramas with which
she has toured the country,
finds time hanging a bit heavily on
her hands during the ftours her
success has dictated. Therefore she

success

she

fills in the extra time writing new
monologs. Those that please her

particularly she adds to her spoken

the the-

COMES
UP
SMILING

One thing about Fred
Astaire — he
up

Maybe it's because
he usually draws Gin-

always

comes smiling

ger Rogers for a
screen partner. As

you know, probably,
the two are now ap-
pearing in " Swing
Time," which is in its
third week at the
Palace.

Chicago
Playbills

OPEN
“ Blossom Time,”’ operetta, Grand
Opera House, opened last night.
The Night of 16,”’ drama,
Selwyn theater, opens tonight,

CONTINUED:

Dead ¥nd,” drama,
Norman Bel Geddes,
theater;
Broken Dishes,
Oscar O'Shea;
tory company
stone theater;
The Old Maid,”
Group theater
fourteenth week.

Jan.

staged by

Studebaker

second week.

" comedy, with
American Reper-
[WPA]; Black-

fiftteenth week,

drama,
[11th

Chicago
Street];

Triple A Ploughed Under,”” WPA

“Living Newspaper” show;

Civie theater; fifth week; 8:30,

9:40 p. m., except Mondays,
WEEKLY CHANGES:

Cinema and stage
Varieties "’

Chicago theater:
show; ‘' September
revue,

To Djsrect French Operas.

Paul general

City

Longone, manager
of

pany,

the Chicago Opera com-

Has-
the

announces that Louis

engaged for
direct
The French répertoire will
“Liouise”  “La 4

selmans has been

coming season to French
operas,
include kme,
"Carmeéen” Manon,”

“La Juive,”

“ Thais,"
“Mignon,” e }"allsl,"

and “Samson and Dplllfm

Fr]m Stars Hoﬁev
Joan Crawford and Franchot Tone,

Hollywood stars, will appear on the

l B'w'.'i'y' (\.,)Pe;‘i‘nnqs
Y EW YOR# ept. 19.—[Spe
cial.] — Taliulah ankhead
lead the first night

for next week

in a pla

was popular in San Fran and
[.os Angeles last spring and suue
mer The announcement

“Reflecte Glory Opens Mon
day at the Morosco. This is G Orge
Keli latest play, in which Tallu-
lah Bankhead plays the part of a
iemperamental act 4180 in the
cast are Clay Clement, Ann An-
drews, Philip Reed, and Alden
Chase. I'he play opeiied on the
west ecoast

“lolanthe "—Opens Monday at
the Martin Beck; by the D'Oyly
Carte Opera company.

“So Proudly We Hail "—Opens
Tuesday at the 46th Street. A play
with a sefting in a boys’ military
academy, by Joseph M. Viertel,
with Richard Cromwell, Edwin
Philips, John Call, Jean Rouverol,
Charles Dingle, Edward Andrews,
Ethel Jackson, Gordon Nelson, and
Vernon Crane.

“As You Were "—Qpens Wednes-
day at the 48th Street. Another
military school play, by Henry R.
Misrock. The company includes

George Makison,
Freddie Stange, James Spotiswood,
Eddie Wragge, Eddie Mill, and Flo-
rence Sundstrom.

Charles Duncan,

COI’H(‘” prsmfere.
Katharine Cornell will st
well Anderson's “The W
Victory” in the National theater
in Washington, D. C,, on Tuesday
night, Nov. 24, after which she
to present the in Pitts-
Buffalo, Cleveland, and De-
The New York premiére
sC hm1|11ﬂd for (hnc(mm week,

b o Aut/zm‘.

e Max-
ingless

plans play
burgh,

troit, s

(rrecn pnstures

stage next year, either in England Marc Connelly is going to London
or in a stock company at Maple- to become a theatrical manager,
wood, N. H. Miss Crawford has He will start with “Till the Cows
three more films to do before she Come Home,” by Geoffrey Kerr,
is free for this experiment. with Leslie Banks as star.
EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL

repertory. Those that do not fit Palace theater: Cinema and stag
the demands of the stage quite so show; *‘Shooting High" revue.
completely she allows to collect in State-Lake theater: Cinema and
her desk, I assume, until she has stage show; ‘“All Girl" revue. TR a lN'NG
enough to make a book. Oriental theater: Cinema and stage
It, Please,” is such a show; Bouché's Villa Venice
> > ease, <
; : revue. . . :
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