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At the per capita rate of # 630 of accountable income distributed in 1937
it would take 7es Mil/ion Dollarr more than every cent received,
last year, by every man, woman, and child living in those parts of
the City of Chicago shownin solid color (in map at right) to

“ __ | equal OneBillionDollars.

would fall short, by almost Ziwo Aundred
Million Dollarc, of reaching the sum
of One Billion.

All salaries and wages received in lllinois ,
in 1935, by all workers employed in Manufact-
vring, Construction, Mining & Quarryiné,Ag-
riculture,and ElectricLight & Power and Ga
companies amounted to 986 MILLION

' DOLLARS (14 MILLION less than1BILLION).
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HE accompanying graphs arc

presented for the purpose of

helping the average person
comprehend the immensity of a billion
dollars—a sum never spoken of until
in very recent years without pro-
found awe.
® People today in discussing the
country’s national debt naturally are
compelled to speak of money in terms
of billions of dollars. In 1914, the
year the World war began, the
nation’s public debt was 1 billion 188
million dollars. Nineteen seventeen,
which witnessed America’s participa-
tion in the war, saw the public debt
increased to 2 billion 975 million dol-
lars. In 1918 it jumped to 12 billion
243 million, and in 1919 to 25 billion
482 million. From that figure it
gradually was reduced to 16 billion
185 million in 1930. From then on
it has been climbing. In 1932 it was
19 billion 487 million, and today, as
the graphs disclose, it is estimated
at 37 billion 718 million.
® Nearly 100 years ago, in 1840, the
country’s debt was 314 million dollars.
In 1860, just before the beginning of
the Civil war, it was slightly less
than 65 million. The end of the war
(1865) saw the national debt up to
2 billion 677 million. Four years of
war, in other words, had cost the

country approximately 2%
billion dollars. After the con-
flict the national debt slowly
was reduced until in 1892 and
1893 it amounted to less than
a billion dollars.

® It was not until 1917 that
annual federal receipts from
all sources rose to a billion dollars
($1,124,325,000). Receipts in 1937
were 5 billion 293 million, but ex-
penditures for that year were 8 billion
105 million. From 1789 to 1870, a
period of 81 years, the government’s
total receipts were 789 million—an
amount considerably under a billion.
And in all these 81 years, with the
exception of the Civil war years, ex-
penditures were kept down to approx-
imately the same level as that of
receipts.

® There is no proof that any man
at any time ever accumulated a bil-
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Depths of black shading show
comparative densities of fation.

lion dollars of wealth, al-
though various men from
time to time have been
called billionaires. Best
known of these was the late
John D. Rockefeller Sr.,
whose fortune was estimat-
ed at approximately a bil-
lion dollars. It is known
definitly that during his
lifetime he gave away more
than 530 million. The
wealth of his son, John D.
Rockefeller Jr., has been
estimated at from a half billion to a
billion, and the combined fortunes
of Henry and Edsel Ford, father and
son, have been estimated at a billion
dollars. Andrew Carnegie, who gave
away 350 million dollars in the hope
of dying poor, left an estate of 25
million. The first John Jacob Astor,
one of the wealthiest men of his
day, left 30 million when he died in
1848. In India there dwells today
the man said to be the world’s
wealthiest, the nizam of Hyderabad,
whose riches have been estimated at
1 billion 400 million dollars.



