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'PLAGES BLAME
" FOR DISASTER
ON LAX LAWS

fnspector General Uhler As-
* serls Guilt Rests Partly
with Congress.

x

LY

£Y ARTHUR SEARS HENNING.

‘Washington, D. C., July 26.—~[Special.]
~—Investigation of the Eastland disaster
¥vill open the eyes of the American peo~-
Ple to grave faults of the public service.
Among the disclosures will be the fol-
owing':

Congress has failed to provide ade-
quate protection of passengerzon lake
and ocean vessels by legislation and
has been niggardly in appropriating

& funds for satisfactory enforoement
of existing laws.

Practically no steps have been
¥ taken to prohibit the operation of
steamers of faulty construction, like
the Eastland.

Department of commerce officials
are responsible for lexity in the in-
spection of vessels and in the enforce-
ment of laws providing for the safety
of passengers.

The overloading of steamers s made
possible by the fact that the counting
of passengers by the inspectors is
not obligatory under the law, and re-
sponsibility therefor,when performed,
is divided among three separate juris-
dlotions, including two departments
and three bureaus.
ake and ocean vessel owners have
hencod congress to modify nearly
provisions for safety of steamers
constantly subject inspectors to
o to relax enforcement of the

Wilson to Sift Affairf
is probable that the Inquiry will dig-

a scandsl of the public service
h will shock the people. The trag-
and its possible disclosures reflecting
In the elective and appointive servants
the people already are engaging the
bntion of some of the highest officlals
he government and it is predicted that
ner or later President Wilson will
o the bottom of the affair.
he big fact thati has been disclosed so
{8 that the United States government
Imitted the continued operation on the
at lakes of a vessel known to be un-
e and even sanctioned theoperation of
e craft in the excursion servioce.
* Attention has been directed for years
the proposition of equipping vessels
ith cheap life saving appliances, instead
seeing that the ships themselves were
safe,’”’ this was the criticilsm made by one
of the highest officlals in the United
States department of commerce, under
which the steamboat inspection service ia
laged.

Hastland Oonstruction Faulty?
The chief fault of the Eastland, appar-
ntly, was one of fundamental construcs«

ral government has done practically
othing to guard against. Congress has
ovided for practically mo supervision
the construction of vessels.
nual report, Supervising Inspector Gen~
bl Uhler saidt

‘*Under the rules of the board of sue
rvising Inspectors, blue prints descrip-

ls are required to be flled with the
inspectors having juriadiction, but
mot at present required that these
prints be approved by the local ins
ptors with whom they are flled.

[The Inspectors of this service are glve
heir attention to the passenger carry-
alloiment of these excursion steam-

on, & dangerous condition that the fed«|

In his|

of the hull comstruction of certain |

“CRIMINAL GREED”
CAUSED TRAGEDY,
WOMEN DECLARE.

“Criminal greed and officlal negli-
gence "’ were blamed for the Eastland
tragedy yesterday by the Women's Trade
Union league. A resolution passed at a
meeoting in Schiller hall is to be sent to
President 'Wilson, Senator La Fuolletie,
and Secretary Redfield.

The resolution reads in part:

Whereas, An sppalling disaster, the direot
resplt of ‘criminal greed and official negli-
gence, has befallen Chicego in the sinking of
the steamer KEastland at her dock-in the Chi-
cago river, resulting in the loss of over 1,200
lives; and,

Whereas, the Lake Sleamen’s union and the
Chicago Federation of Labor have prgtested
to the authorities at Washington agalnst the
federal {nspection service whioh has allowed
the dangerous overcrowding of excursion
steamers; and,

‘Whereas, The owners of the steamer Enst-
land have protested against the enforoement
of the spamen’s law; therefore be it

Resolved, That we, the members of the
Women's Trade Union league, pledge ourselves
to aid the relief of those in need; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That we call upon the authorities
of the city, state, and nation to maeke a full
and free investigation and to prosecute those
responsible for this crime.

Victor A, Olander wes a speaker at the

meeting.

mitted to be carried today is relatively
smaller than that permitted to be carried
a few years ago. In any event, the orig-
inal jurisdiction is placed by law in the
hands of the local inspectons, and those
are the officers who are responaible.”

Uhler Blames Congress,

Mr. Uhler algo places some of the blame
for existing conditions upon congress,

*In a great, powerful, and rich gov-
érnment such as ours,’”” he says, *“ cer-
tainly some arrangement should be made
for giving a sufficient number of inspect-
ors to properly perform their dutles, Ifa
disaster occurs as a result of lack of thor-
oughness, the responsibility will in the
first instance not rest upon this service,
but upon congreas,

“I am speaking thus plainly that the
importance of this matter may be im-
pressed upon congress, because it does
not appear to be necessary to haveasa great
disaster occur before we take steps to
prevent disaster.’”

Carrying Capacity Raised.

The judgment of the inspectors varles
considerably. Last year the Bastland was
not permitted to carry more than 2,000
passengers on excurslons within five miles
of the shore. The records show that this
year the limit was raised to 2,500,

If it was the Intention to navigate the |
Eastland within five miles of the shore, |
and if the Eastland carvied lifeboats and |
rafts to accommodate 250 persons, it was
permissible to allow the carriage of 2,500
passengers, provided the inspectors
deemed other conditions safe.

INSPECTORS BLAMED.

‘Loose inspection laws and lax regula-
tions of the steamboat inspection service
are responsible for the Hastland disaster
at Chicago, according to John Hannan,
secretary to Senator Robert M. La Fol-
lette, author of the new seamen's law
which becomes effective Nov. 4 next.

During the years which Senator La Fol-
lette fought for legislation that would
force a material increase in life saving
edquipment carried by ail classes of ves-
gels, Mr. Hannan made a deep study of
transportation conditions on the ocean
and great lakes. He 1s a recognized au~
thority.

Lax Regulations Charged.

*“'The Chicago tragedy s directly at-
tributable to the looseness of our Inspes-
tion laws and to the lax régulations pro-
vided by the steambeat inspection service
for the control of passenger steamersy’
Mr. Hannan said, * especlally those In the
excursion business.

‘“ Enough facts are known to warranta
condemnation of the board of supervising
inspectors and the direction of a thor«
ough ingqulry of that body.

“In truth the occurrence cannot be
put in the category of accidents. It
wag the direct result of thepolicy of gam=~

(

and the number of passengers pers

bling with human lives to make dollara™

Who are you?
Trite, commonplace, prosaic, this was
the question that greeted thousands seek~
Ing admittance to the great emergency
morgue in the S8econd Regiment armory
at Curtis street and Washington boule-
verd yesterday-—the question asked by
those thousands who saw the sllent dead
lving tragically face upward on the floor
of the big hall, the guestion asked those
hundreds of fortunate unfortunates who
found thelr dead and wished to take them
out of the charnel house for the last long
rest. ;

Who are youf

Crowd Shufifles Along.

All through the night the silent line
outside the entrance to the armory shuf-
fled its way along or stood In silent sor-
row walting for admittance. «ll through
the night silent scores wound their way
between the rows of dead while silent
hundreds waited outside. And as fast as
those at the head of the line were admit-
ted to the hall, others joined the end sev-
eral blocks away. Daylight found them
Btill waiting in a double line extending
for two blocks. Darkness came, and still
there were more walting outside than
could be admitted.

For a few hours after the armory was
opened Saturday night, tears were in
every eye. Mothers and daughters,
wives and husbands, fathers and sons
collapsed beneath the strain of the great
life - tregedy In which they found them-
selves forced to play leadings parts. Cor-
oner's deputies, nurses, doctors and po-
lice officers, hardened to the ordinary
tragedies of every-day life in & city of
two and a half million, broke down be-
fore this one overwhelming catastrophe,

All Are Exhausted.

But as time wore on the workers at the
armory seemed to become hardened to the
kaleidoscope of tragedy passing before
their eyes; but they were merely ex-
hausted. There were few more tears to

tion had run dry. So, with drawn faces
and mechanical muscles, they moved
about their tasks among the dead—and
among the llving, too, forit was no simple

the hall.
Likewise with those who sought missing
friend and kindred. They, too, were ex-

| hausted, and with their dead found went

autonfatically about the task of securing
possession.

However, at intervals throughout the
day and evening convulsive, heartbreak-
Ing sobs or hysterical cries broke the mur-
mur of shuffling feet and subdued voices
and interrupted the calls froin the tele-
phons balcony at the north end of the
hall. In dumb curiosity other seeckers
turned and looked at the broken one and
then turned away. In every case those

vigilance of the police at the entrance
were prevented from crowding around
the hysterical man or woman. At the
first cry & squad of policemen would ap-
pear, a3 if by magle, to protect the suf-
ferer, who would be carried to the emer-
genecy hospital which had been fitted out
in one of the armory rooms.

Coroner and Men on Job,

Coroner Peter Hoffman and his men
worked indefatigably to meet the exigen-~
¢cles of Chicago's greatest disaster., They
turned the Second Regiment armory into
a morgues and oared for nearly 1,000
bodies, For several hoursthe embalming
was done in one corner of the hall with-
out any barrier between the workers and
those who were searching for thelr loved
ones. To meet this difficulty huge tar-
paulins were brought from the fire sta-
tion across the street and raised about
the corner where the work was golng on.

“I'm so busy trying to meet immediate
needs that I haven't had time for any-
thing €lse,” said Coroner Hoffman during
the morning when the work was heav-
iest. “* The problem of caring for these
bodles and helplng these poor people find
thelr relatives and friends iz the one we
should look after mow, But you can be

“Who Are You?”’ Thousands Ask
as Kindred of Missing Seek Victims of Tragedy

|
sure that we shall have a most rigid in-, brought In from the river om an average| graphed at the same time to different of-|
| ices outside Chicago where inquiries had

molsten the eyes. The fountain of emo-|

task to manage the thousands thmngingi

morbidly curlous who had escaped the!

of two an hour.
As time passed, thinning the number |
| to be identified and giving the under- |

! vestigation,” he added emphatically.

Sleep and Food Forgotten.

| baked beans, and crackers to the coroner | J8Pldly as they could be checked off by
and his helpers the deputy at the door; who took every
Others, too, had no sleep and little food; | 2?:““ and ‘54&‘?'}“7‘ ‘i;?";‘t ttac_h mx:i‘i

nor did they have the tonic of hard work| oo o0 properly identified by & re %
friend. About a minute was consumed

to help carry them along through the|
X B qek € | in passing upen each case before the

day. They were the seekers. They wait- | 3 i
ed in line through the hours of darkness; | under{akerl was permitied to take the
body from the hall,

they made thelr way through the en~

trance into the hall of death; they passed Rapid Work at Noon.

between the silent lines; and then, sick| When the work of removing the bodles

at heart, they sat down along the wall |Treally began there were more than 500

and waited, waited for somenewly recov-| corpges in the hall., In the three hours

!ered body to be brought in disfigured and | between 10:45 in the morning and 1:45
dripping with water, in the aftérnoon nearly 400 bodies were

l Pass Ice Water. | removed. Meanwhile more than twenty-

|

]

i hunter, Mrs. C. E. Dunn, and Mrs. Edgar

|five bodies ¥ been brought in, and of |
Threa en—Miss  Elizabet AP ROOie: L ‘
women—Miss Elizabeth Tod {'the total of 160 then in the morgue about |
| McGraw—handed glasses of ice water to
| those in line beside their porch at 112

125 remained unidentified. By 6 o'clock
| North Carpénter street. A few others

the number of bodies in the hall had |
| dropped to less than fifty.
followed the example set by these women, | 10 order to preserve the bodies those)
but for the most part the seekers went | Snclaimed at midnight were tx':ms:f‘erredi
hungry. to the refrigerating plant of the Booth
Among those who sought long for their Cold Storage company. ];thtographs [
loved ones was Robert Magnussen of 3809 | Were taken of the bodies still in the|
Wrightwood avenue. With his wife, hig | 8'MOTY late in the afternoon; and here-|
little son, Robert, and his little daughter, | &fter those secking to identify unclalmed |
Irene, he left his home Saturday morn- : dead will be shown the photograph and
ing for the big excursion. When the boat | clothing first, and then, if they are rea-
capsized he became separated from the | sonably certain, they will be shown the
other members of his family and was lift- , body.
ed to safety from the hull of the ill fated | All work in and around the armory wes
steamer, KEarly yesterday he stérted for ’ remarkably well systematized. Crowds
the armory. For hours he waited outside | of the morbid were kept back a block in
the doors. Once in the building, he walked | every direction from the entrance, and
slowly in the long line which wound its| patrolmen and mounted officers guarded
way between the rows of dead. the barricades to prevent the onlookers
His Wife First. from breaking through and erowding
At the first row he gave a convulsive|2Pout the doors
| within the lines drawn by the police ex-

Sleep was not thought of. Lunch hours SR sl ", : : ‘[

i did mot exist. Policewomen acted as | :?:‘;’!S m‘1 sypvr,i)rtu!ruly heis syste‘r;\etzt.ze‘
N o o Lne .4 ) @ D as

!wa,itres.sea, passing sandwiches, coffes, | r work, the bodles were remo =i

!

sob. There was his wife. On he went| - g §
{ bravely. While passing another row he.! perienced  considerable  difficulty in

His | reaching their homes; and as for the curi-
o | QUS ONE, unless he got in line and ‘waited
{ for hours he did not have a change to
} get past the officers on watch.
One-fourth Were Kindred.

At the entrance another check was
maintained. Of course it was ‘]mposs.blei
abgolutely to identify each one who sought |
admittance, but the fact that he or she
had “‘waited in line for a long time to
reach the entrance was accepted as fair-
ly adequate evidence of sincerity. E\‘en;
then, in the opinion of First Deputy Supt. |
Herman Schuettler, who was in olwrg‘e{
of the police, only one-fourth of those in |
the armory were relatives of victims,
The other three-fourths, he estimated,
were mostly curious persons, but among
1them he thought there probably wers
| many who might be the means of identi~
fying some of the unknown. Although he
did not remain at {the armory all the time,
Schuettler made frequent trips to gee to
it that everything was working smoothly.

Despite the efforts of the' police the
armory gradually became 50 crowded
that at 4 o'clock Coroner Hoffman called
on those not relatives and friends of the
dead or missing to leave.

Orders Curious to Leave.

* Our work is being hindered by some
of you curlous people.'’ the coroner an-
nounced through a megaphone. Al
those not relatives or friends of the dead

| stopped again. There was Robert.
knees weakened under him; his eyes wer
| blind with tears; but there was still an-
| other. And finally, in the last row, he
found Irene. He collapsed. Assisted by
| & policeman, he stumblgd across the hall |
to Deputy Coroner Samuel’ L. Davis, |
whom he asked to place the three bodies ;‘
together. His wish fulfilled, he knelt
down slowly beside the three and prayed. |
An old woman followed the winding line ‘
i past the bodles. She saw men and|
| women collapse beside the bodles of those |
| they loved. In her sympathy she touched |
| many a bowed head and passed on. Sud- |
| denly she, too, collapsed heside the body |
| of a boy.  She sobbed wildly, became hys- |
i terical, and finally was placed under the |
care of a physiclan. * Thomas Merran, |
2818 West Adams street; identifled by
mother,” wrote the deputy coroner.

|

Bome Incorrect Identifications,
In a nhumber of cases bodles were in-
correctly identified. There {8 the body
| of & woman belleved now to be Miss Anna
;}BOrxdkslq of 1625 South Morgan street.
John Bendick, a brother, bade her good-
by an hour before she took the boat, buti
even after a thorough examination he
| was unable positively to ldentify the dis-
torted features until he drew a photo-
|graph of the girl from his pocket and got
the opinfon of & number of firlends. The
body was awarded to liim despite the fact
that it had been ldentified on two previ-| will have to leave.”
ous occasions as two different girls. { There wers many who heeded the cor-

There are still half a dozen children | ner's warning and left the building: but
classifled among the unidemtifled. y

* The uncertainty may bs dus inalarge | gheriffs made their way through the
measure to the worried and hysterical con- | orowd ordering out those who were ob-
ditlon of the .bereaved relatives,” sald|yjously just onlookers.
Coroner Hoffman, “but I can’t under- | Western Electric employés were avery-
stand why those who are certain their | where throughout the big bullding. Mem-
relatives were on the ship don't come and | perg of the employss’ rellef association
identify their dead.” | were on hand to assist in the work of

Undertakers Organize Work. | identification and In caring for the dead.

At first the work of i{dentifying and| On the platform at the north end of the
checking out the bodies to the different | hall a dozen free telephones were inatalled
undertaking establishments and hmr.esl and these were quickly supplemented by
proceeded slowiy. There were hundreds | twenty others for outgoing calls only.
of bodies through which the seeker had lLoca\I and long distance calls alike weare
to search, and the undertakers were not | handled free of charge over these wires,
organized sufficiently to care for the Information Quickly Spread.
{dentified bodles rapidly. During the As fast as the dead were identified or
early morning bodiss were being taken | any information of any value was secured

| others remained and police and deputy

Even persons livin‘g‘[

at Huge Morgue

been received from anxlous friends orrel-
atives,

Questions which could not be answered
by those onh the telephone platform were
referred to the temporary office of the
coroner on the floor beow, which was
connected by newly installed telephones,
In all forty-five new telephones were
placed in the building between the time
the structure waa selected for a tempo-
rory morgue and yeaterday noon.

In addition announcers on the platfiorm
and on the floor calleddor those who were
wanted by relatives and friends either on
the telephone or in differsnt parts of the

| building,

400 Polish Victima,

Among the workers were the members

| of the Polish Social Workers’ ¢lub, under

iss Emily Napierows
the women's peace
conference at The Hague. According
to Miss Napierowski more than 400
Polish peoplé lost their lives.

Eugene Belfeld, manager of the College
Inn, who was selected by Mr. Hoffman
a8 a member of the coroner’s jury to in-~
quire into theé cause of the disaster, was
sworn in at the armory yesterday. Mr.
Beifeld was prevented by the police from
joining tlie other jurors when they
vieweéd the bodies Saturday. He had no
credentials and was unable to pass the
lines.

150 Women Require Doctors.

More than 150 women fainted or became
hysterical and required medical attend-
ance during the day. On the occasions
when a woman became hysterical or
fainted the llnes would be blocked for
several minubes and much confusion
would be caused.

According to the nurses in attendance
at the emergency hospital only two of
the 150 women brought to them were
there to look for relatives. The other 148
confessed they came out of morbid curi-
oslty. :

It was estimated more tham 30,000 per-
sons filled thrcugh the armory. At 10
o’clock at night the crowd still walting
to get in was lined up for four blocks.

the direction of M
ski, who attended

| In the crowd were soldiers, sailors, min-

isters, street car men, ‘‘ white wings,”

and others whose garb did not dencte
Most were women.

their callings.

|

Safety Sacrificed
to Gain Speed.

The Bastland was built in 1902-3.

Specifications called for gpeed and fun~
damentals of naval architecture were de-
parted from to attain this object.

On its trial tripe in 1903 radical de-
fecta were discovered in the ship and ex-
perts were called in to remedy these
faults,

One of the first changes made was to
cut off its upper deck to increase the
boat's stability. This was done on the
order of Capt. Ira Manfleld, federal in-
spector at Chicago In 1903,

Strict orders were issued =at the time

as to its operation, owing {4 the defective |

construction of its hull and theabsence
of a kedl, which should have been ak
least forty inchés, Only with Its water
ballast compartments properly fiooded
was it considered safe.

Merwin Thompson of Cleveland, cap-
taln of the KHastland from 1811 to 1913,
says it was necessary to watch her bal-
last below the water line very closely.

W. J. Wood, Chicago, naval architect,
who was employed by the original own-
| ers of the boat to correct its faulty con-
i struction, says:

“ The fault of the Eastland was in the

hull. After the boat was built $35,000 was
spent to correct faults, but the vulnera-
ble faults were in the bull and these were
not remedied."
{ Capt. Claud Evana of Cleveland, anoth-
| er former commander of the Eastland,
| says: * I believe the accident was caused
{ by the water ballast being rémoved so0
the Eastland could dock in shallow wa-
ter.”

Harry Pedersen, captain of the East-
land when she toppled ower Saturday,
admits that the water ballast was not ad-
justed and owing to a failure of a valve
to work it was impossible to keep the
boat upright after ehe began to list.

J. M. Erickson, chief engineer of the
Tastland, and John V. Eilbert, the ghip’s
gauger, were attempting to fill the wate
ballast compartment when the accident
took place.

|
|

CARRIES FOOD TO RESCUERS.

Coffee and sandwiches were served yos-
terday to divers and others of the rescue
party on the Eastland by Miss Hasriet
Vittum, a Northwestern settlement work-
er. BShe was assisted by six of her friends.
Mis® Vittum carried the sandwlches do-
nated by downtown hotels and restau-
rants to the Clark street bridge.

THE LAST WEEK!

QOur Special Sale of Discontinued Patterns

in best quality Domest

ic Rugs ends with this

week. We still have a fairly good selection in

Anglo-

Persian

French Wilton and Herati

qualities that we are ofl
For example:

in price.

Size
9x12

8.3x10.6

‘Reg. Price
$62

56.75

fering at unusual saving

Now

$45.00
40.00

00

It will be to your interest to take advantage
of this brief opportunity.

from the armory at the rate of about|the matter was telephoned to the compa~
four an hour, while they were being| ny's information buresu end alsg

The Largest Oriental

Near Madison

Rug House in America

!
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NEW YORK EXPERT HINTS
BLAME FALLS ON CAPTAIN.

| Xrving Cox Says It Appears That
Water Ballast Was Not Properly
Distributed.

New York, July 25.—{[Special.}=Irving
Cox, the naval architect, said today it
t will be wsasy to fix the blame for the
| Bastland disaster.

“Tt is a frightful accident,”™ said Mr.
Cox, “Dbut. in these days the cause of
such a capsizing can be accurately deter-
mined and the blame pgettied beyond a
douht. From the accounts it locks to
me as the Eastland were a boat which,
in-order to carry a full load of passengers,
had to have its water ballast tanks filled.

“ It aloo appears that these tanks were
only partly full on account of the depth
of water in the Chicago river., Suppose
a vessel has three water ballast tanks of
500 toms capacity each. Some captains
believe that if each tank is two-thirds
full it will do as well as {f they filled two
and left the third empty: It is far from

19
it

being the case.

“ Bvidently the Hasthand was a boat
that had to have artificlal’ ballast. Lots
of vessels will list decidedly, but when
they have tilted to the angle of danger,
wilt not tilt further. ‘The causes of the
accident look to be overcrowding, with
perhaps instability due to partly filled
water ballast tanks and low, open ports,
through which wafer may have rushed
in."

_ CORNS, CALLOUSES, AND
BUNIONS REMOVED
NEVER TORETURN

Larson sCornCure

Shoes othe Work

{

|

The knife, corn plasters, bun-
ion removers, etc., will never
cure your feet. They may re-
lieve for a time, but your trouble
soon returns.

Attack the Cause
And the remedy is simple. Stop
wearing ill-fitting shoes, and
| wear shoes that are made for
fand fitted to your feet.
{ The Larson Corn Cure Shoes
are the only shoes made for and
fitted to your feet on the market
today. They are made over plas-
ter lasts which are molded from
vour feet.
|” These shoes are designed along
scientific lines; reinforced to relieve
the pressure from the sore spots
{ and allow the feet to perform their
functions with ease and freedom.
LEAVE YOUR ORDER TODAY

Made to Measure, $12 and Up
With Plaster Cast, $15 and Up

Special fitting rooms for ladies and
children, with maid in attendance.

Senid for Free Illustrated Booklet T

MARTIN LARSON

Expert Shoe Specialist

| 369 W. Madison St.

”
.

At g¢he
Bridge
.

IT NOW

I ¥ policy of protection for you and yours
W 4 take out--come up now
| and confer rite.or telephone

| FREDERIC L. LOTHROP,

| Specialist in Life, Accident and Endowment Insurance #

§11 Gas Bldg., Adams St. and Michigan Av.
Telephone Harrison 2100, Chicage, IIL

A



