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An Empire That Was Built
in Barely 80 Years
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through marriage back in the
eleventh century, when Odonne
of Savoy had espoused Adelaide,
eldest daughter and heiress of
Odelrico Manfredi, marquis of
Susa. Another member of the
Savoy line, Victor Amadeus II.,
in 1720 had been proclaimed
king of Sardinia. Victor Em-
manuel II. had been king of Sar-
dinia since the abdication of his
father, Charles Albert, in 1849,
a year after complete political
union of Sardinia and Piedmont
had been established.

Count Cavour did not want
France to play too prominent a
part in the defeat of the Aus-
trians, so he engineered a series
of uprisings in various parts of
Italy outside Piedmont to make
it appear that the objection to
the rule of Vienna was general.
Men from other parts of the
peninsula poured into Piedmont
to enlist in its army, and Gen.
Giuseppe Garibaldi, the great
patriot, and others were secretly
encouraged to raise volunteer
corps.

On Jan. 10, 1859, the king of
Sardinia in a speech from the
throne said that he *“could no
longer remain deaf to the cry of
pain that reached him from all
parts of Italy.” In the mean-
time he had signed a military
convention with Louis Napoleon
pledging Savoy and Nice to
France for its help against
Austria.

The French emperor now saw
that he was committed to war,
and at the last minute he had
no relish for it. He suggested
a settlement of the Italian ques-
tion by a congress of nations.
Austria, however, would have
nothing to do with a proposal
such as this, and on April 23 it
sent an ultimatum to Piedmont
demanding disarmament of that
state within three days. This
was just what Cavour desired.
It put Austria in the position of
aggressor in a war that he had
been planning all the while. Six
days after the issuance of the
itimatum Francis Joseph of
Austria declared war. Napoleon
the following day, and against
his will, put France into the war.

Two hundred thousand French
troops immediately were on the
march. They were received with
enthusiasm by the Piedmontese.
On May 10 Napoleon left Paris.
He arrived at Genoa on the 12th.
On May 20 the advance corps of
the French and Austrians met
at Montebello. The Austrians
were routed and driven back.
Again, on the 30th, strong divi-
sions of the two armies met at
Palestro. Again, after a series
of terrific conflicts, the French
and Piedmontese triumphed.
The Austrians, were repulsed
with great slaughter and driven
across the Ticino, out of the
territory of the defenders. The
French and the Piedmontese
pursued them. Again the Aus-
trians made a stand upon the
fields of Magenta. Francis Jos-
eph’s army had collected all its
resources upon a line of battle
almost thirty miles in extent.
The engagement, on June 4, was
a sanguinary one. Forty thou-
sand men were killed and wound-
ed. On June 24 the Austrians
were soundly whipped on the
field of Solferino.

Sullenly Francis Joseph re-
treated into the heart of Venetia,
into the famous quadrilateral
fortresses upon which Austria
had spent years and fortunes.

Napoleon decided that he did
not desire to continue the con-
flict further. In his fear of Prus-
sian intervention he arranged
an armistice with the Austrians,
to the extreme disgust of Ca-
vour, who urged his king not to
make a peace that would leave
Venetia in Austrian hands. Vie-
tor Emmanuel, however, signed
a preliminary agreement at Vil-
lafranca on July 12 which ceded
Lombardy, with Milan, to Pied-
mont, permitted Austria to re-
tain Venetia, reinstated the
princes of the small states who
had been deposed by uprisings,
and made Pope Pius IX, presi-
dent of an Italian confederation.

On Nov. 10 a final peace treaty
was signed at Zurich, terms of
which were virtually identical
with those of the preliminaries.

Cavour, who had resigned at
the time of the Villafranca nego-
tiations, was called back into
power early in 1860 when the
question arose of the cession of
Savoy and Nice as the price of
Napoleon’s consent to the forma-
tion of a union of central Italian
states. Before the end of March
the grand duchy of Tuscany, the
duchies of Parma and Modena,
and the papal province of Ro-
magna were annexed by Pied-
mont, the four states having by
this time definitly expelled their
rulers and voted for annexation.

The new Italian parliament,
including members from central
Italy, assembled in Turin on
April 2. Savoy and Nice went
to Napoleon, who, to make it ap-
pear that their annexation to
France was in the line of self-
determination, called for plebis-
cites in each. The vote in Savoy
was suspiciously one-sided in
favor of annexation to France.

The expansion of Italy might
have stopped at this point had
it not been for Garibaldi. On
May 5 he embarked at Quarto,
near Genoa, with a force of
about 1,000 men (Legion of the
Thousand) for the purpose of
seizing the island of Sicily. This
and the southern portion of the
Italian peninsula constituted the
kingdom of the Two Sicilies,
under the rule of the Bourbon
king Francis II. The people of
the Two Sicilies were ripe for
the overthrow of their monarch.

Landing at Marsala on May
11, Garibaldi in a few swift
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strokes captured virtually all of
Sicily except the citadel of Mes-
sina and proclaimed himself, in
the name of Victor Emmanuel,
dictator of the island.

On Aug. 8 Garibaldi’s army,
by this time grown to 20,000,
began crossing to the mainland.
King Francis fled before it, and
on Sept. 9 Garibaldi entered the
capital of Naples alone, in ad-
vance of his army.

Louis Napoleon of France and
the government of Turin now
began to view Garibaldi's ex-
ploits with misgivings, Cavour,
in fact, never having been in
sympathy with them. The prime
minister saw that Piedmont
would be compelled to take a
hand in the affairs of southern
Italy. As his first move he or-
dered his troops to move into
the papal provinces of Umbria
and the Marches. The Piedmont
army of invasion defeated the
forces of the pope on Sept. 11
and continued on into Neapoli-
tan territory on Oect. 15. Gari-
baldi’'s army was having dif-
culties with Neapolitans on the
Volturno, but on Oct. 2 it tri-
umphed. Victor Emmanuel and
Garibaldi entered Naples togeth-
er on Nov. 7, the general surren-
dering his powers to the king.
By March 21 of the next year all
of the strongholds of the Bour-
bons in southern Italy and Sicily,
including the citadel of Messina,
had fallen.

The Italian parliament met in
Turin, Feb. 18, 1861, and pro-
claimed Victor Emmanuel king
of Italy. Piedmont and Sardinia
had added to their territory
Lombardy, Modena, Parma, Tus-
cany, the Two Sicilies (island
and mainland), and all of the
papal lands except a relatively
narrow strip along the western
coast of the peninsula, in which
was located the city of Rome.
It was not quite four months
after Victor Emmanuel accepted
the throne of a united Italy that
death took Count Cavour.

The fire of patriotism still =

burned in the breast of Gari-
baldi. He desired Rome for the
Italian kingdom, so on June 18,
1862, he returned to Sicily, and
in August he crossed over to Ca-
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labria with an army of a thou-
sand. At the battle of Aspro-
monte he was wounded and
taken prisoner and his campaign
collapsed. Victor Emmanuel all
the while had been disturbed by
the presence of French troops
in Rome, the alleged purpose of
which was to protect the pope.
In a convention of Sept. 15, 1864,
between Italy and France the
latter country agreed to with-
draw its soldiers from the Eter-
nal city, Italy in the same con-
vention promising to transfer
its capital from Turin to some
other city within six months.
Florence was selected as the
new capital and the transfer
was made in the following year
(1865).

The Venetian question still
was bothering the kingdom of
Italy. But Italy was too weak
to attack Austria alone, and it
did not want France for an ally,
for fear that Napoleon would
demand a price, as he did in
1858. Prussia was settled upon
as the country that could assist
Italy most satisfactorily in win-
ning Venetia, and Louis Napo-
leon was chosen as the man to
engineer the Italo-Prussian al-
liance.

The Italian army and navy
did not do any too well in the
war, but on July 3, 1865, the
Prussians soundly whipped the
Austrians at Konigsgridtz. On
the 5th of the following month
Austria ceded Venetia to Napo-
leon. In October a plebiscite
was held in . Venetia, the vote
going overwhelmingly in favor
of annexation to Italy. The for-
mal transfer to Italy was made
in 1866. All of Italy except that
small portion still held by the
church now was under the rule
of Victor Emmanuel.

French regular troops were
withdrawn from Rome in De-
cember, 1866, although pontifical
forces recruited in France still
remained. Garibaldi, who mean-
while had been released from
prison on amnesty, considered
this a violation of the treaty of
1864. He prepared to raid Rome,
but on Sept. 23, 1867, was arrest-
ed and returned to prison. He
escaped, however, and landed in
Tuscany, from the territory of
which he led a march on Rome.
On Nov. 3 a battle took place at
Mentana between 5,000 Garibal-
dian Red Shirts and a superior

‘ force of French and pontifical

troops. The Garibaldians were
beaten and their leader again
arrested.

The twenty-first ecumenical
council, which began its sittings
in Rome in December, 1869, on
the following July 18 proclaimed
the infallibility of the pope, just
two days before Louis Napoleon
had declared war on Prussia.
With the fall of the French em-
pire early in September, 1870,
Victor Emmanuel addressed a
letter to the pontiff, Pius IX,,
asking him in the name of re-
ligion and peace to accept the
protection of the kingdom of
Italy and renounce his temporal
powers., The pope in his reply
said that he would yield only to
force. The Italian army at-
tacked Rome on Sept. 20. The
pope’s forces made a pretense
of resistance and the city quickly
was taken. At a plebiscite which
followed shortly after the cap-
ture the citizens voted to be in-
cluded in the Italian kingdom.
Thus the union of all Italy final-
ly was accomplished.

The pope's temporal powers
were taken from him, but he
was granted an annuity and the
enjoyment of the Vatican and
Lateran palaces and the villa of
Castel Gandolfo. He preferred
to become a voluntary prisoner
in the Vatican. The capital of
Italy was transferred to Rome
in 1871.

Victor Emmanuel died Jan. 9,

1878, and Pope Pius IX. on Feb.
7 of the same year. Pope Leo
XIII. succeeded Pius.

It was under the new Kking,
Humbert I., that the triple alli-
ance of Germany, Austria, and
Italy was set up in 1882, the year
that saw the death of Garibaldi.
One of the factors instrumental
in throwing Italy into the arms
of Austria and Prussia, an un-
natural alliance, was the taking
by France of Tunisia in 1881.
The alliance, which was to dom-
inate Europe until 1914, was re-
newed in 1887, the same year
that the Italians suffered disas-
ter at the battle of .Dogali in
Ethiopia.

In the meantime Italy had
been pushing its plan of empire
in East Africa, first establishing
itself in Eritrea as early as 1882.
The defeat at Dogali was only a
temporary setback to imperial
plans. In 1889 the Italians were
in possession of the coast of
what now is Italian Somaliland,
and in January, 1890, by royal
decree, the colony of Eritrea was
established. Italy’s worst defeat
in Africa was that of Adowa,
where General Baratieri’s army
of 25,000 on March 1, 1896, was
badly cut up by 100,000 Ethio-
pians under King Menelik. Italy
had to wait forty years to con-
quer Ethiopia.

On July 29, 1900, King Hum-
bert was slain by an anarchist
at Monzo, and there came to the
throne Victor Emmanuel III.,
the present king. The triple
alliance again was renewed in
June, 1902, for a period of twelve
years, despite the fact that there
still flourished a pronounced ill
feeling between Italy and Aus-
tria. The annexation by Austria
of Bosnia in 1908 brought on a
crisis between Vienna and Rome,
and, although Italy was prom-
ised compensation, no compen-
sation was forthcoming.

Italy after the turn of the cen-
tury had been looking toward
Tripoli as the only region in
North Africa left open to Euro-
pean expansion. Demands upon
Turkey for concessions that in
effect would give Italy a protec-
torate over Tripoli were reject-
ed. On Sept. 29, 1911, war was
declared on Turkey —a short,
swift war that brought to Italy
Tripolitania and Cyrenaica (the
two constituting Libya) and the
occupation of Rhodes and the
Dodecanese Islands.

In 1914 began the World war.
As a member of the triple alli-
ance it was expected that Italy
would side with Austria and
Germany. But Italy from the
start was hostile to the idea of
helping Austria. She preferred
to remain neutral, and gave as
her reasons (1) Austria’s failure
to codperate with Italy before
taking action, (2) the fact that
Italy had not been given time
sufficient to act in the interest
of peace, and (3) the fact that
Italy was not bound by the terms
of the alliance to take part in
an aggressive policy.

The invasion of Serbia by
Austria caused Italy to become
alarmed and to demand compen-
sation under terms of the alli-
ance. Italy asked for all of the
Trentino, the Isonzo valley, some
of the Dalmatian Islands, a free
hand in Albania, and the forma-
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tion of Trieste and northwestern
Istria into an independent state.
For this Italy was ready to agree
to remain neutral to the end of
the war.

Austria was evasive in her
replies, and Italy began negotia-
tions with the powers of the en-
tente. On April 26, 1915, the
secret treaty of London was con-

cluded. The nations adhering to
its terms were Italy, France,
Great Britain, and Russia. Italy
agreed to intervene in the war
on the side of the Allies and was
promised the Trentino, southern
Tyrol, Gorizia, Trieste, Istria
(not including Fiume), Dalma-
tia, various islands off the Il-
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THAT NO SOAP FLAKES
IN THE WORLD
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YOU SEE... DREFT REMOVES DINGY
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HARD WATER !

AND LOOK AT THOSE
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STOCKINGS GET
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Read Why Dreft is the Most Startling

Suds Advance in Your Lifetime!

T’S literally true! Dreft offers you
three important advantages never
before obtainable in washing your stlk
stockings:
1. SUDS THAT NEVER LEAVE “SCUM”

...assuring true color brightness
and fabric softness.

2. SUDS OF NON-ALKALINE MILDNESS
«..giving you greatest protection
against wash-fading

3.RICH SUDS IN HARDEST WATER

+..five times more suds than any
soap you ever used.

And that isn’t all! Even in hardest

proper washing temperature for
helping to preserve color and
appearance!

Remember—Dreft ends forever
the menace of hard-water scum that
makes silk stockings look cottony
and drab before they're worn out!
Startusing Drefttoday,and promise
your stockings a long life of brighter
weur! Ask your dealer for Dreft...
and accept nothing else, if you want
the benefits of using the most re-
markable fine-fabric suds discovery
in 1,000 years! Procter & Gamble.

water Dreft dissolves instantly,
completely, at any temperature—so
you're sure of plenty of suds at the

GIVE ITS RESULTS

HOW DREFT SAVES MONEY

® Ounce for ounce, in hard water,
economical Dreft does twice the
work of fine-fabric soap!




