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Battle of the Century—The Chicago Tribune Agalnst the Enemies of Freedom and Truth

ORIGINAL COURSE
HELD INFLEXIBLY

THRU THE YEARS'

Unprecedented Attacks 2 |

Turned Back

This Is the story of the battle of
a century, a 100 year fight by THE

CHicAGo TRIBUNE against the ene-|
of freedom and truth who|

mies
sought to dominate or to wreck The
World’s Greatest Newspaper.

It is a story of triumph—THE
TrIBUNE undominated, gaining
strength and greatness out of every
conflict, stature from every lance
blunted by a foe on the shield of
its integrity.

The salutatory contained in its
first issue June 10, 1847, predicted
the course THE TRIBUNE would hold
thru the years against some of the
toughest and most unscrupulous
gangs that ever arose to plague
human development.

Faithful to Humanity

“ Our views in all probability will
sometimes be coincident with the
conservatives; sometimes we may be
found in the ranks of the radicals;
but we shall at all times be faithful
to humanity—to the whole of hu-
manity—without regard to race, sec-
tional divisions, party lines, or
parallels of latitude or longitude,” it
said.

It took more than type metal,
paper, and ink to make that humble,
handset daily of 100 years ago into
the World's Greatest N@wspaper in
the span of a century. Newspaper
men were responsible for that ac-
complishment, newspaper men who
were neither banRers nor brokers,
playboys nor politicians.

The first and only business of any
of THE TRIBUNE'S proprietors in this
century of accomplishment has been
to put out a newspaper. The guiding
star of these men—end necessarily
THE TRIBUNE'S star—was and ever
will be, America and the freedom,
rights, and greatness of her citizens.
From that true, long range course
the helm of THE TRIBUNE never once
has turned.

NEVER ENDING STRUGGLE

Be on the Offensive, Critical,
and Vigorous, Says Medill

THE TRIBUNE'S first great news-
paper man was Joseph Medill, for 44
years editor and publisher of the
paper. He called his job “the never
ending struggle to produce the best,
most comprehensive, useful, trench-
ant, and attractive newspaper, re-
gardless of expense.”

“A newspaper, to vindicate its
trusteeship of a free press, should
be on the offensive, critical, and ever
vigorous,” he wrote. “It should
never be subservient.”

This definition of a newspaper,
carved into the stone of THE
TRIBUNE'S Gothic skyscraper tower,
was written by his successor, the
present editor and publisher:

“The newspaper is an institution
developed by modern civilization to
present the news of the day, to fos-
ter commerce and industry, to in-
form and lead public opinion, and
to furnish that check upon govern-
ment which no constitution has
ever been able to provide.”

Thru the Century

It was in its role as a “check
upon government” that THE TRiB-
UNE thru the century met its most
powerful and dishonest foes, who
used every arm and facet of the
government they controled, the
force of public moneys dishonestly
employed, in attempts to wreck or
dominate THE TRIBUNE.

It was just 10 years ago that the
late President Roosevelt gave his
% quarantine ” speech at the dedica-
tion of Chicago’s Outer drive bridge,
in which he pledged America to a
bloody foreign war which 85 per
cent of the people opposed.

The late President was glad to
give this speech in Chicago because
it was the home of THE TRIBUNE.
Soon after his elevation to office he
had singled out THE TRIBUNE as a
personal enemy, and had thrown
every weapon at his command into
his private vendetta to dominate or
wreck it.

Look from His Rostrum

As the late President spoke, he
could look from his rostrum across
the Chicago river to an enormous
sign which said:

“THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE — The
World's Greatest Newspaper—Un-
dominated!"”

It remains for others to say what
may have gone thru Mr. Roosevelt’s
mind as he saw those huge orange
letters on a black background fac-
ing him. But that sign foretold
prophetically where THE TRIBUNE
would stand and the position it
would occupy long after he and
other leaders of the New Deal cabal
against THE TRIBUNE were gone,

In the same manner did masters
of early day cabals against THE
TRIBUNE fall by the way, while the
newspaper, mighty on the side of
right, continued to grow and pros-
per.

UNPRECEDENTED ATTACKS

Spirit of Midwestern Citizenry
Helps Editors in Fights

Never in journalism, any place in
the world, has a single newspaper
weathered the attacks thrown at
THE TRIBUNE in the last hundred
years, For violence, for desperation,
for cruel and calculated planning,
for the wealth and power of their
perpetrators, these campaigns can
be equaled nowhere in recorded his-
tory.

Never before has one newspaper,
standing frequently alone in its de-
votion to its country and its honor,
emerged undominated and victori-
ous from such a century long battle.
The credit belongs to the American
people of the middle west and to
their will to maintain a free repub-
lic as much as it does to the news-

Chicago’s First Drawbridge

years later.

Drawing of the first drawbridge over the Chicago river, which

spanned the stream at Dearborn st. in 1834,

It was torn down five

in American journalism and he and
Joseph Medill were close friends.
Back in 1884, when Pulitzer was
bringing the former New York
World to prominence, he described
his ideas of the management of a
newspaper to a Tribune reporter.

“It should make enemies con-
stantly, the more the better, for
only by making enemies can it ex-
pose roguery and serve the publie,”
he said. “The most valuable and
successful paper will generally be
that which has the most enemies.”

In reporting this incident. Philip
Kinsley, a historian of THE TRIBUNE,
commented sagely: “Mr. Pulitzer
may have studied the history of THE
CHICAGO TRIBUNE before reaching
these conclusions.”

Attacks Started Early

Attacks on THE TRIBUNE started
before it was 6 years old.

THE TRIBUNE was crusading
against “wildcat” currency, then
widely circulated, particularly
against the currency issued by
George Smith and company, a bank-
ing firm. An opposition journal, the
Commercial Advertiser, charged that
THE TRIBUNE had been bought by
enemy bankers.

THE TRIBUNE sued the Commercial
Advertiser and its publisher for libel,
its first recorded appearance in the
courts. On Jan. 12, 1853, a mob of
hoodlums invaded The Tribune of-
fice and broke up the type in its
forms, a serious setback which de-
layed issue of the paper.

THE TRIBUNE offered a $100 reward
for arrest of the vandals and ap-
pealed to good citizens to resent this
interference with a free press. A
group of citizens responded with an
additional $100 reward and among
them were top leaders of Chicago
life of the day.

PRO-AMERICAN POLICY

Medill Begins Fight on Euro-
pean Beliefs

It was in 1855 that Joseph Medill,
young Ohio editor, came to Chicago
to buy an interest in THE TRIBUNE.
It was Medill who named the Re-
publican party, and he and his co-
editor, Dr. C. H. Ray, were respon-
sible to a greater extent than any
one else for the nomination of Abra-
ham Lincoln.

[The stories of Abraham Lincoln
and The Tribune, Joseph Medill and
his career, and Medill’s connection
with the Republican party will be
found on pages 1, 2, and 4.1

THE TRIBUNE'S vigorous pro-
American policy began with Joseph
Medill, as did its enduring criticism
of New York City and the eastern
seaboard of America for pro-Euro-
pean, anti-American beliefs.

Called it “ Bourbon City”

Medill referred to New York con-
stantly as a “ Bourbon city,” and
said it “looks east” rather than to
the west.

He had no greater esteem for
Washington, the capital where he
served as THE TRIBUNE's corre-
spondent for a time.

Toward the end of the Civil war,
Medill’s TRIBUNE, ever contentious,
never dominated, refused to take
orders from a powerful clique of
Springfield politicians and wealthy
men then in control of the state
government,

These arrogant hearties deter-
mined to “ get” THE TRIBUNE, Using
the same desperate technique the
late President Roosevelt and his
New Dealers were to employ 85
years later, they cast about for an
“angel” to found a competing jour-
nal aimed at driving THE TRIBUNE
out of business,

IMPORTED TALENT FAILS

Million Dollars Is Tossed Away
in a Losing Venture

They raked up $500,000 and im-
ported Charles A. Dana, managing
editor of Horace Greeley's New York
Tribune, to run their new organ,
dubbed the Republican. They raid-
ed THE TRIBUNE'S staff of competent
assistants,

Fifteen years later, after the gang
had thrown another $500,000 away
on the Republican, THE TRIBUNE
had the pleasure of commenting on
its demise. Dana, who virtually had
been run out of town, was suing for
some of the money he thought his
period of anguish entitled him.
THE TRIBUNE's editorial, “ History
of a Machine Organ,” is not only a
masterly piece of writing. It
breathes fire that for a century has
kept THE TRIBUNE undominated,

Not a “Machine Organ”
“In 1864 and '65,” the editorial
said, “THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE refused
as it had always done previously
and has done ever since, to be a
personal or ‘machine’ organ. It re-
fused to acknowledge allegiance to
any person, or clique, or faction; it
refused to be the mere mouthpiece
thru which any man could trumpet
his own praise; it refused to be the
instrument on which any man, or
ring, or confederacy, or gang of job-
bers could play or perform any tune
which commended itself to their
profit and the public’s loss. It re-
fused to be the conduit or escape
pipe thru which any corrupt or
scheming gangs could vent their de-
structive poisofis and dishonest ap-

paper men who led that fi~it,
Joseph Pulitzer is a great name

there was a gathering of the cor-
ruptionists of Illinois at Springfield,
and it was then and there decided
to establish an ‘organ’ and destroy
THE TRIBUNE. ., . .

Fails to Dislodge The Tribune

“Somehow or other THE TRIBUNE
didn’t fail in the least; 1t was not
broken down; the rings and the
cliques at the state capital waited
anxiously and hopefully to be in-
formed that THE TRIBUNE had
suspended issue, but the news hung
fire somewhere on the road. The
paper continued to be published
and the people bought and read it,
and its earnings seemed undimin-
ished, notwithstanding the new
‘organ’ was printed in Chicago.”

The editorial related how the
“spoils ring of conspirators” was
disappointed and blamed Dana,
calling him a failure. Dana sold
his stock, resigned, and “shook the
dust of Chicago from his boots.”

“During the 15 years of diversi-
fied labor and expenditure to estab-
lish and maintain a personal ring
and machine organ in Chicago,” the
editorial continued, “nearly $1,000,-
000 of money has been sunk and lost
to stockholders, patrons, and credi-
tors, and the ‘organ’ still languishes
while THE TRIBUNE still lives and it
has flourished so bravely that, while
the $1,000,000 has been lost to the
corruptionists and monopolists, THE
TRIBUNE has added to its property
and made some dividends to its pro-
prietors.

“The days of mere ‘organs’ have
passed, never to return. The world
has moved away from that kind of
narrow and disreputable journalism.
An ‘organ’ is of itself positive evi-
dence of weakness and corruption
on the part of its master, and its
degradation is fatal to the concern
itself.

“ An organ with one tune is neces-
sarily monotonous and wearisome.
The people want something better—
something in keeping with the
progress of the age, something free
and independent, which can call its
soul its own.

“The world to them contains
more than one man, and has higher
aims than the personal aggrandize-
ment of one and generally an indif-
ferent person. It wants a journal re-
flecting the great interests of man-
kind. .

ANOTHER CASUALTY

An Implacable Foe of Tribune
Is Forced to Take Cover

The Republican withered until
1872, when John Young Scammon
took it over and made it into the
Inter-Ocean, another Chicago morn-
ing daily long since dead. The Re-
publican was revived in the 1920s by
another implacable foe of THE
TRIBUNE, William Hale Thompson,
and it perished again just as dis-
mally.

THE TRIBUNE also fought and de-
feated another brace of newspapers
bearing the same name—The Times
—altho widely separated geograf-
ically.

One of these was the original Chi-
cago Times, founded by Wilbur
Storey. It was a Democratic news-
paper, and during the Civil war it
was the most notorious Copperhead
organ in the west, constantly
preaching defeatism, compromise
with slavery, and anti-Lincoln, anti-
Union propaganda.

“Wells St. Blowpipe ”

THE TRIBUNE attacked the Times
constantly and vigorously. Medill
frequently referred to it as the
“ Wells st. blowpipe.” So treasonous
were the utterances of the Times
that Gen. Burnside sent a squad of
Union troops from Camp Douglas
to close it down and suppress it.
This was the occasion for Copper-
head mass meetings in Chicago
which threatened THE TRIBUNE'S
property, altho Medill let it be
known THE TRIBUNE was ready to
protect itself by arms if necessary.
The mobs did not move on The
Tribune building. Lincoln rescinded
Gen. Burnside’s order and the Times
resumed publication a day or two
after the suspension.

The Times, under the aging, queru-
lous Storey, resorted to falsification
of circulation and advertising and
eventually was sold to John Young
Scammon’s Inter-Ocean, which in
turn was sold to the traction boo-
dler, Charles T. Yerkes, and disin-
tegrated.

It was not until the late 1920s
that the name was revived for a
small afternoon tabloid here.

The other Times which THE TRIB-
UNE battled constantly during this
period was the London Daily Times.
This foreign newspaper, playing
the British game, was a constant
supporter of the southern confed-
eracy given to making extravagant
distortions of fact in behalf of the
southern cause.

Down Its Throat

TuE TRIBUNE had the pleasure of
ramming the victories of Vicksburg
and Gettysburg down the throat of
the London Times in spirited edi-
torials in which it also called atten-
tion to the lies of the Times’ “ Cop-
perhead correspondent” in New
York City.

In the late decades of the 19th
century, THE TRIBUNE was on the
popular side of most important ques-

peals.
“Hence in the winter of 1864-'65

tions. It was not-a gold paper. It
raised objection to reducing the

debt-paying money of the nation to
gold when President Arthur asked
for retirement of silver certificates.

While it opposed William McKin-
ley for nomination, it swung its full
support behind his successful elec-
tion campaign against William Jen-
nings Bryan.

Joseph Medill coined the term
“Popocrat” in the stateroom of a
train going east. It described the
Populist or People’s party, annexed
to the Democratic party of 1896 and
1900. The neatness of Medill’s deduc-
tion was affirmed in the election of
1900 when the  “Popocrats” and
Democrats entered separate slates in
the state of Kansas with identical
candidates.

THE TRIBUNE under Medill was one
of the first newspapers in America
to demand the independence of Cuba
from Spain under United States’
protection, and it supported the war
with Spain vigorously.

One of Medill’s last acts was to

' |send a message to President McKin-

ley saying that the United States
should take the Philippines from
Spain. The present editor of THE
TRIBUNE was the bearer of that mes-
sage.

First Permanent Building

THE TRIBUNE moved into its first
permanent building at the corner of
Madison and Dearborn sts. in 1867,
built on school property leased from
the school board.

The Tribune lease of this school
property was a favorite object of
attack by the newspaper’'s enemies
for 50 years or more. Three political
machines used it as a weapon in
attempts to “ get” THE TRIBUNE. All
of them failed and THE TRIBUNE was
vindicated and its lease upheld by
the Illinois Supreme court.

In the 1880s the old Chicago
Times attacked Joseph Medill,
charging that during his adminis-
tration as the “reconstruction”
mayor of Chicago immediately after
the great fire of 1871 THE TRIBUNE
profited because of low rental
charged by the school board on this
leased property.

Charges Proved Baseless

This brought blistering denials
in the editorial columns of THE
TRIBUNE and factual disclosures
proving the charge baseless.

Some 10 years later, John P.
Altgeld, the first Democratic gov-
ernor of Illinois in 40 years, laid
the same charges against THE TRIB-
UNE. This was a retribution because
THE TRIBUNE criticized Altgeld for
pardoning the anarchists who in-
stigated the Haymarket riots.

A FULL EXONERATION

Lease Validated in Report; High
Court Upholds It Again

Again THE TRIBUNE proved the
charges to be false and malicious.

The issue was raised 20 years
later, soon after Robert W, Patter-
son became editor-in-chief of THE
TRIBUNE upon the death of Joseph
Medill. THE TRIBUNE persistently
attacked Mayor Edward F. Dunne,
a Democrat, opposing him on muni-
cipal ownership of the Chicago
Traction system and printing a long
list of public works for which money
had been appropriated many months
and on which construction had not
yet started.
Stung by THE TRIBUNE'S continu-
ing attacks, the mayor retaliated. In
1908, the school board appointed
chiefly by him brought suit against
THE TRIBUNE charging fraud, con-
spiracy, undue influence, and wast-
ing of school funds in connection
with the lease. The Philadelphia
Ledger said:
For some years, THE TRIBUNE had
paid a fixed yearly fee for use of the
school land, and the suit charged
undue influence had been brought
against the board in the 1880s to
strike revaluation and reappraise-
ment clauses from THE TRIBUNE

lease.

Case Drags for Two Years

The case dragged along for two
years. In 1910, a special master in
chancery issued a report thoroly ex-
onerating THE TRIBUNE of all
charges and validating the lease.
This report later was upheld in
Circuit court and again in Illinois
Supreme court.

The Illinois Supreme court stid:
“The charges of fraud and of un-
fair dealing and of the consequent
invalidity of the leases and the mod-
ifications of the same are without
any basis in the evidence and we do
not see how the chancellor could
have reached any different conclu-
sion. The charges in the bill not
being sustained by the proof, the
chancellor did right in dismissing
them.”

Once again THE TRIBUNE emerged
from a scurrilous political attack,
victorious and undominated.

Lease Proves Blessing

The fact that THE TRIBUNE leased
rather than owned the Madison and
Dearborn sts. property was a bless-
ing in disguise. Had it owned the
property it undoubtedly would have
continued to improve the 1902 build-
ing, remaining in a plant not prop-
erly designed for modern newspaper
production. It would have leased
adjoining property with unsuitable
buildings, hampering its expansion
and growth.

A decade later THE TRIBUNE lease
issue was raised again, this time by
William Hale Thompson—* Big Bill
the Boodler ”—who treated Chicago
t. three disastrous terms of the most
corrupt machine government in its
history.

At one time, the Circuit court
docket held 16 pending libel suits
filed by Thompson for a total of
$23,800,000, six of them against THE
TRIBUNE.

In 1933, 11 years before Thomp-
son’s death, Circuit court Judge
Craig A. Hood dismissed the last
four of Thompson’s libel suits
against THE TRIBUNE. Never, in any
of them, did Thompson win a dime
of damages or prove libel. THE
TRIBUNE remained undominated and
unintimidated.

Shortly after World War I,
Thompson sued THE TRIBUNE for
$500,000 damages, alleging it had at-
tacked his patriotism.

The mayor’s $500,000 libel suit lay
dormant for four years and finally
was called to trial before Judge Wil-
son late in 1921. It resolved into a
duel between Weymouth Kirkland,
attorney for THE TRIBUNE, and the
mayor in which Kirkland’s brilliant
presentation brought out far more
damaging evidence against “Big
Bill” than had been the original
basis for the libel.

I

Before a decision had been reached

in the case a juror became ill and a
mistrial was declared. Thompson
abandoned the sult and it was never
brought to retrial.

Files $10,000,000 Suit

Thompson’s most sensational libel
suit—indeed one of the largest in
all legal history—was the 10 million
dollar action he filed against THE
TRIBUNE in 1920 on behalf of the city
of Chicago. At the same time, he
filed suit for a like amount against
The Chicago Daily News.

Thompson charged that THE
TRIBUNE and the News injured the
credit of the city of Chicago by de-
claring that the municipality had
gone bankrupt under years of
Thompson Tammany and machine
corruption.

Tries to Invoke Ancient Law

In this remarkable action, Big Bill
attempted to reinvoke the ancient
law of libel upon government which
was repudiated in American juris-
prudence in 1798 and disappeared
from English law in 1852.

This novel tenet, together with
the size of the damages asked,
aroused interest of attorneys, news-
paper publishers, and readers all
over the world. The case became one
of the great milestones in the age-
old battle to preserve freedom of
the press.

THE TRIBUNE won complete vindi-
cation when Judge Harry M. Fisher
in Circuit court sustained a demur-
rer holding that Thompson and the
city had no cause for action.

VICTORY IS CONFIRMED

Thompson Decision Stands as
Bulwark of Freedom

The victory was confirmed in an
epoch-making unanimous opinion of
the Illinois Supreme court, written
by Chief Justice Thompson, which
will stand thruout the ages as one
of the great bulwarks of a free
press.

“History teaches,” the Jjustice
wrote, “that human liberty cannot
be secured unless there is freedom
to express grievances.

“The right of the government to
persecute its accusers was founded
on the theory that the king could do
no wrong. He was an hereditary
monarch and was not responsible to
the people. When the people be-
came sovereign, as they did when
our government was established
under our Constitution and the min-
isters became servants of the peo-
ple, the right to discuss government
followed a natural sequence.

Fundamental Right Involved

“The fundamental right of free-
dom of speech is involved in this lit-
igation and not merely the right of
liberty of the press. If this action
can be maintained against a news-
paper it can be maintained against
every private citizen who ventures
to criticize the ministers who are
temporarily conducting the affairs
of his government.”

Newspapers all over the world
hailed THE TRIBUNE'S smashing vic-
tory: The New York Times said:
“In throwing out of court the ridic-
ulous suit for 10 million dollars
damages brought by the city of Chi-
cago against THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE,
Judge Fisher reaffirmed some funda-
mental and wholesome principles.”
The Philadelphia Ledger said:
“So ends a dangerous and insolent
attempt by one of the most arrogant
of political machines to maintain it-
self in power and to outlaw, crush,
and silence all possible effective
criticism of itself and its acts....”
Even the London Daily Telegraph
added its approval: “We congratu-
late our able and spirited American
contemporary, THE CHICAGO TRIB-
UNE, on its notable victory.”

STRIKE AT CORRUPTION

Tribune Forces Thompson to
Repay Money to City

Meanwhile, THE TRIBUNE, striking
vigorously at arrogance and corrup-
tion in the city hall, filed a suit
against the mayor. In the summer of
1920, cry was raised for aldermanic
investigation of $50 and $100 a day
fees paid by the Thompson machine
to so-called “ experts” valuing prop-
erty for widening streets. It has
been estimated that $2,750,000 was
doled out to these favorites.
Judge Hugo Friend in Circuit
court sustained THE TRIBUNE'S peti-
tion and held that the money must
be repaid to the city treasury by
Thompson and his gang. This was a
severe blow to the mayor from
which he never fully recovered.
The Supreme court decided that
the money had been improperly
spent and negligence had been
shown, but was unable to find any
proof that the mayor had entered
into a conspiracy to defraud the
taxpayers.
The Supreme court, of course, was
not allowed the privilege of opening
“Big Bill's” safe deposit box, as
the state treasurer and attorney
general did 14 years later, a few
days after Thompson’s death. In
one safe deposit box they found
$1,466,250 in currency, bifls of large
denomination, packed so tightly
they sprang out like a jack-in-the
box when the latches opened.
Another Box Yields Fortune

Another safe deposit box in an-
other Chicago bank yielded $112,000
in cash. Altogether, Thompson had
five safe deposit boxes in Chicago
banks, his estate investigators dis-
covered, packed with a treasure-
trove of currency, stock certificates,
and unclipped coupon bonds total-
ing 2 million dollars.

Before this boodle was discovered,
Thompson’s attorney inventoried
the ex-mayor’s estate in probate
court proceedings at only $150,000,
of which he said only $25,000 was
personal property. It was discov-
ered that Thompson had paid only
$100 in personal property taxes in
1942 and 1943, while he had 2 mil-
lion in cash and negotiable securi-
ties concealed from the law.

“We are confident he didn't get
all this money honestly,” THE
TRIBUNE commented. “Probably very
little of it was without taint.
His administrations were a long
series of scandals having to do with
the looting of city funds.”

Following shortly upon the futile
City of Chicago libel suit in 1922
was another epic battle in defense
of freedom of the press which THE
TrRIBUNE fought and won. This was
the famous “ Minnesota gag law”
case which indirectly involved the

Postage Stamps of 100 Years Ago

use by United States government
founded.

Five cent Franklin and 10 cent Washington stamps, first put to

the same year The Tribune was

gangster murder of two crusading
editors.

A group of Tribune executives a
few years ago was entertaining a
visiting newspaper publisher at
luncheon in Tribune Tower. The
guest, who was in Chicago between
trains, described the operation of
his properties, telling how he had
been able to get machines for his
type foundries which would do the
work of five men, and how econo-
mies here and curtailment there
had caused his profits to grow.

When the guest had departed, the
editor and publisher of THE TRIBUNE
turned to his colleagues and re-
marked:

“You know, I think that man pub-
lishes newspapers to make money.
He is very wrong. There are so
many easier ways to make money.”

The truth of this statement is
very seldom realized outside news-
paper offices. The newspaper is such
an enormous, complex operation —
ten times as involved as an ordinary
business — that a man who seeks
money alone as a reward for his
labor seldom makes a success as a
publisher.

Money Aids Courage

In the American economy, money
and profit naturally follow the suc-
cessful completion of a task. That
these rewards have come as a cor-
ollary to THE TRIBUNE'S main ven-
ture certainly does not mean that
they are not necessary.

A courageous newspaper cannot
fight the audacious greed of an en-
trenched political machine such as
William Hale Thompson’s without
money. It cannot wage a successful
12 year battle against the New Deal
cabal, financed by billions misap-
propriated from the taxpayers, with-
out money.

It takes money to design and buy
modern machinery and modern
buildings for the production of bet-
ter newspapers, and to guarantee
the editorial independence and in-
tegrity of a newspaper. It takes
money to join and win the battle
of a “little fellow,” as THE TRIBUNE
did in the Minnesota gag case.

The Minnesota gag law, passed
by the state legislature in 1922, pro-
vided that any person regularly pub-
lishing a “lewd and lascivious news-
paper or magazine ” or a ‘“ malicious,
scandalous, and defamatory news-
paper, magazine, or other period-
ical ” could be enjoined permanently
from publication under the police
power of the state.

It did not attract much attention
until two small Minreapolis news-
papers were enjoined under it. One
was the Saturday Press, which had
charged that law enforcement offi-
cers were in league with criminals,
gamblers, and killers there, and had
criticized Floyd Olson, then Henne-
pin county attorney and later gover-
nor, the Minneapolis chief of police,
and the city law enforcement league,.
Court Bars Paper

There was no trial of the truth of
these charges, and the publishers,
Howard A. Guilford and J. M. Near
were forbidden by the court to edit,
publish, or circulate their news-
paper. It was not even a jury trial.
Nothing of a “lewd and lascivious”
nature was discovered in the Sat-
urday Press, only charges against
the local government,

THE TRIBUNE entered the case
thru an appeal to the Minnesota Su-
preme court and, with the backing
of the American Newspaper Pub-
lishers association, to the Supreme
court of the United States.

“The freedom of the press is but
a shadow if the publisher is not
allowed to criticize the government
and its employes adversely, but must
compliment and flatter them; if he
prints anything derogatory to either
and does so regularly and customar-
ily, he may without hearing be en-
joined from publishing his paper
and then haled into court and com-
manded to prove the truth of every-
thing he has said,” the editor of THE
TRIBUNE declared in discussing the
case before the publishers’ conven-
tion.

Guilford left Minneapolis, but re-
turned in 1934, when he was mur-
dered by gangsters after threaten-
ing a new exposé of state author-
ities.

CLAIMS ANOTHER LIFE

Walter Liggett Slain After
He Exposes Graft

This Minnesota campaign for press
freedom claimed also the life of an-
other publisher, Walter Liggett, who
exposed graft in the Farmer-Labor
government in Minneapolis and was
murdered by gangland machine
guns.

THE TRIBUNE'S appeal to the Min-
nesota Supreme court resulted in an
adverse opinion, upholding the con-
stitutionality of the gag law. This
decision aroused a storm of editorial
protest thruout America.

Six months later, the United States
Supreme court, in a five to four
decision delivered by Chief Justice
Hughes, held that the Minnesota
gag law, insofar as it authorized the
proceedings in the action against
the Saturday Press, violated the lib-
erty of the press guaranteed by the
14th amendment.

Favorable comment upon this de-
cision followed from all quarters.

“The decision of Chief Justice
Hughes will go down in history as

TRIBUNE said. “ The Minnesota ‘ gag’
law was passed by a crooked legis-
lature to protect criminals in office
and supported by a state court as
feeble in public spirit as it was weak
in legal acumen.

“We must not blind ourselves to
the fact that subversive forces have
gone far in this country when such
a statute could be passed by any
legislature and upheld by any court,
and must be on guard against fur-
ther encroachments. The newspapers
of America will realize the respon-
sibilities devolving upon them under
this decision and will maintain and
increase the high principles which
have guided them since the incep-
tion of a free press.”

DOMINATION THE GOAL

Tribune Balks British Plan to
Rule World Press

these same forces joined hands with
selfish commercial interests to inter-
fere with THE TRIBUNE'S supply of
newsprint. The story is an interest-
ing one.
THE TRIBUNE consumes the entire
output of its Canadian mills and
none of it ever has been sold on the
open market. This meant that: pro-
duction and employment at Tribune
mills wag extremely steady. Else-
where in the Canadian paper mak-
ing industry, however, this happy
condition did not exist.
The commercial newsprint indus-
try in Canada, spurred by stock
selling schemes of the 1926-'29 boom
days, expanded enormously and un-
wisely, adding more than 80 new
paper making machines and nearly
tripling its capacity.
Then came the slump of the
1930s. Orders fell off at the com-
mercial mills. Those which did not
shut down curtailed their output.
Unemployment reached critical pro-
portions and the relief burden
caused the provincial governments
of Ontario and Quebec, where most
of the mills were located, to demand
that the industry set its house in
order.

Self-Imposed Plan
This was the beginning of “pro-
rating,” which was not a law but
a working plan imposed by the com-
mercial newsprint manufacturing
mills on themselves, with the en-
couragement of the provincial gov-
ernments of Quebec and Ontario.
The provincial governments were
in position to exert influence on the
mills because the governments lease
timber limits to newsprint manu-
facturers and collect stumpage
taxes. The commercial mills pooled
all their orders and shared the busi-
ness largely on the basis of produc-
tive capacity.
The commercial mills, hard pressed
by the results of their own overex-
pansion, looked longingly at the
tonnage The Tribune mills produced
for their publisher-owners. If they
could only take this tonnage away
from The Tribune mills, what a fine

an

The battles of Joseph Medill
against corruptionist state govern-
ment “organs” founded to “get”
THE TRIBUNE, the vendetta warfare
waged upon THE TRIBUNE thru lease-
hold and law courts, and the persist-
ent attacks on THE TRIBUNE by Big
Bill Thompson and his boodlers
were mere warmups, historical
skirmishes, compared to the battle
royal joined against the newspaper
after 1933.

This was the strongest, most de-
termined gang of enemies THE
TRIBUNE ever faced. It was a coali-
tion of a European world empire
and a clique of foreign minded poli-
ticians who reached ascendency in
the United States upon the election
of the late President Roosevelt.

The attacks upon THE TRIBUNE

were not entirely the work of Mr.
Roosevelt’s New Deal. They were
partly British inspired.
It was the British plan to domi-
nate the press of the world, England
had been largely successful in this
campaign until the rise of THE
CHICAGO TRIBUNE to international
stature. For years, the British used
their government dominated news
agency, Reuters, for this purpose
until it won its independence and
became an honest news service
within the last few years.

The advent of another World war
in 1939 gave Britain a splendid op-
portunity to renew her campaign
to intimidate and dominate the
press of the world. Dictatorial gov-
ernment controls, including rigid
press censorship, appeared thruout
the British empire almost overnight.
The Roosevelt administration in
America favored this type of govern-
ment dictatorship, and long before
the guns flashed at Pearl Harbor
Mr. Roosevelt sent his assistants to
help the British set up a central
censorship bureau in Bermuda, off
the American coast.

Cites America’s Interests

THE TRIBUNE has always held that
the interests of America must come
first in the minds and hearts and
acts of Americans. The English
press supports England’s interests
for Englishmen, and the Russian
press is, naturally, pro-Russian in
its international views.

In times of crisis in Europe, when
European powers seek to draw
America into a foreign war on their
side, they have to overcome the
America first idea. The usual means
of doing this is to whip up senti-
ment for internationalism, the syco-
phantic concept of “one world,”
appealing to the idealists and senti-
mentalists in the United States and
those of little patriotism to subordi-
nate their country’s interests to the
ephemeral world brotherhood, which
never seems to include the enemies
of the particular European power
seeking American aid.

Britain conducted such a cam-
paign successfully during the first
World war and she began it again,
on a much more elaborate scale, at
the beginning of this war. Starting
gun in this campaign was the pre-
war propaganda visit of her Kking
and queen to American shores. The
torch of royalty dazzles, and some-
times it can burn away love of lib-
erty and even good sense in those
of colonial mentality.

Naturally, Britain turned her big-
gest propaganda guns on THE CHI-
CAGO TRIBUNE as champion of Amer-
ica’s interests. Many American news-
papers, particularly those on the
eastern seaboard, came servilely to
the British heel and echoed her in-
ternationalist propaganda line.

Britain and her New Deal helpers
gave THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE “the
works.” They used everything from
totalitarian propaganda factories
here and abroad, paid for by Amer-
ican taxpayers’ dollars, to the mili-
tary and legal machinery of both
British and United States govern-
ments.

They commandeered free time
from radio stations and networks to
attack THE TRIBUNE, and enlisted
dozens of propagandists who called
themselves *“radio commentators.”

An Interesting Story

The New Dealers bought the
services of venal newspapers in
America thru political favors and
shady government loans. They
founded another Chicago “organ,”
financed by one of America’s largest
tax free fortunes, to attempt to
wreck THE TRIBUNE. No dodge or
trick invented by Goebbels, Hitler,
or Stalin was neglected.

In Canada, where THE TRIBUNE

one of the greatest triumphs for
free thought,” the editor of THE

organization has produced its own

grist it would be for their own idle
paper machines.

ANONYMOUS PETITION

Subjection of the Tribune to
Proration Demanded

In the unpopularity of The Trib-
une editorial policies among peoples
of British countries, they saw an
instrument they thought they could
use to force The Tribune mills under
their proration scheme. In time of
war they hoped popular frenzy in
Canada could be whipped up to com-
pel the two provincial governments
to force proration on The Tribune

mills,

An anonymous petition was pre-
sented to the Ontario and Quebec
governments by a group of rival
Canadian newsprint manufacturers
asking that publisher-owned mills
such as THE TRIBUNE'S be included
in the prorating plan.

The campaign was organized in
Montreal and Toronto under the
direction of a firm of publicity
agents. Unknown senders mailed
to Canadian newspaper editors, leg-
islators, churchmen, and business
men selections from Tribune edito-
rials, clipped unfairly to show bias
against Britain which was not there,

Boilerplate Editorials

Boilerplate editorials were sent
out to smaller papers by the pub-
licity agents, attacking THE TRIBUNE,
None of the responsible publishers,
to their professional credit, printed
these malicious editorials.

J. H. Sherrard, director of nation-
a% service in Canada during the pre-
vious war, was induced to send out a
pamphlet under his signature attack-
ing THE TRIRUNE.

The Ottawa Journal declared THE
CuicAaco TRIBUNE should “ be barred
from this country—if not dealt with
more drastically.” The Montreal
Star said that THE TRIBUNE was
using Canadian newsprint in “ne-
farious efforts to mislead . ., . and
slander the British people in their
hour of sore trial.” The Lindsay
Post said: “We still wonder at On-
tario supplying THE TRIBUNE'S paper
needs.”

Scores of newspapers from New
Brunswick to British Columbia took
up the cry against THE TRIBUNE, and
a campaign by selfish financial in-
terests to force The Tribune paper
mills into the proration combine
soon turned into a drive to ban THE
TRIBUNE from Canada, close down
its mills, and cut off its supply of
Canadian newsprint.

Lesson to Free Men

The incident is a lesscn to free
men everywhere. It show:z how
easily hireling propagandists can be
employed to use the methods of to-
talitarian government machinery
and turn the press of a nation
which claims it is free into an at-
tack on those very freedoms, For-
tunately, the more responsible and
intelligent newspaper editors in
Canada were quick to sense this.

The Montreal Gazette, frequently
in sharp editorial disagreement with
THE TRIBUNE, said: “Col. Robert
McCormick makes his newsprint in
Canada, from Canadian resources.
There is no suggestion that he
should not be permitted to con-
tinue doing so.” The Toronto Globe
and Mail declared that THE TRIBUNE
owed its existence to Canadian
newsprint and that to interfere
with that supply “is an impulse,
however, to which Canadians on re-
flection cannot yield.”

CLOWNISH SUGGESTION

Vancouver Paper Hurls a Barb
at Eastern Editors

“JIt was not surprising . . . that
THE TRIBUNE should stick to its
policy when Britain was at war,”
the Vancouver Sun said in an edi-
torial, “but one or two Eastern
Canadian editors who should know
better took the matter into their
own hands with the clownish and
stupid suggestion that Canadian
newsprint mills put THE TRIBUNE on
paper rations. . . . The thing was a
piece of absurd and unworthy rube
bish, abhorrent to Canadian opin-
ion, repugnant to any responsible
authority. . . . ”

The St. Catharines [Ont.] Stande
ard said editorially:

“In brief, we would be commite
ting blackmail and intimidation, the
fine art of which we always have

newsprint for more than 20 years,

“[Continued on following page)




