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T WAS MAY in the bustling frontier town of Chicago in 1834. - : ‘ - e i 8 : . 1892-8%Dia.
The spring sun glared down on deeply rutted mud and shingled . S - T hee ol A “EE4
“*= roofs as most of the 3,000 settlers and itinerant inhabitants set ' ol et b s i o A The story of Chicago’
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® Scarcely noticed among the others were three young men with f VA 55 ; & story of adventure. It
shovels at work digging a hole beside an oak tree in back of old John 3/sr : ’ i :n; '.‘;‘.':.‘;:t:“iz r:‘::‘_’_ff‘ ;;;;;m:::.l
Kinziﬁ'i h°“r§e _onf tg]e 1:orth :)anl: of the river. They were digging six miles through selid rock 150 feet below the bottom
a we y ordaer O e town trustees. 5 of Lake Michigan, of building great pumps. of tracing
® There were already a few wells in Chicago, dug by enterprising the elusive typhoid germ and finding a means of SEmE
individuals who didn’t like the looks of the increasingly polluted river stifling 1t @t its sourte; of enekting intake towers out
water, but most people bought their water at from 10 to 25 cents in the 1“‘:,' :‘d °; ’;'i"k: u‘"; "’P‘;“"“Y’“‘““gh
a barrel, delivered by peddlers who claimed it was “lake water,” 6 A AP S Y 5
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® Of course, Chicagoans S e -

were glad to know that
this first public well was
being dug, but even the
most farseeing of them could not have imagined
that it was the beginning of a water system that
in a single century would grow into a giant thing
embracing 74 miles of huge water tunnels and
enough pipe mains to stretch from New
York to the Pacific ocean.

® They could not see in this dinky hole
at the present junction of Wabash avenue
and Hubbard street a future gigantic
series of structures that would be one ,
of the engineering wonders of the world, 87w
a system valued at $130,000,000 and

capable of pumping water at the rate of 25,000 gallons a second—the
veritable life blood of more than four million people in Chicago and in
fifty-three towns surrounding it. ;

® To them even a well was a luxury, and there were many cheers as
that first public well started to function. It had cost the town
just $95 in wages to the diggers. It could not long satisfy the
people, however, for as more and
more settlers arrived more water was /O30
needed, and there began to be distrust B
of well water under the more crowded
conditions. Water wagons sell-
ing lake water did a thriving
business, as before. Ac-
cording to one settler's
reminiscences:

® “With a hogshead
placed on its side on a two-
wheeled cart, with a hole sawed
in the upper surface to receive the contents of
the long-handled bucket, the boys would drive
into the water and, standing on the heavy shafts,
fill the cask, which was emptied in barrels at our doors through a :v ;
short lether hose.” Those living near the lake, of course, just :
helped themselves, along with the cattle and horses.

@ By 1836 the need for a more efficient public water supply became so
obvious that the state legislature granted a seventy-year charter for
incorporating the Chicago Hydraulic company, a private enterprise, to
supply water to the city. The Chicago Hydraulic company, however, had
such difficulty raising money that it couldn’t start its waterworks con-
struction until 1840. But by 1842, and at a cost of $24,000, Chicago’s first real water-
works was ready for operation. At this time Chicago contained 4,500 people.

® The intake pipe for the plant extended about 150 feet into Lake Michigan off Lake
street and was protected from waves and current by a pier. The land end of the pipe
terminated in a suction well for a 25-horsepower steam pumping (Continued on page four.)
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The upper
picture shows
a typical Chi-
cago lake
shore cross
section with
the various
strata through
which water
tunnels are
built. In this pic-
ture the cribs
are shown dis-
proportionately
close to shore.
The map at left
shows the loca-
tions of cribs,
pPumping sta-
tions, and water
tunnels in the
Chicago system.




