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the mud banks above Fort Dearborn to the docking
of the North and South branches for many miles for
the accommodation of the yards was of first import-
ance to the growth of the city as a commercial center.

lock gradually increased as the su (Fplv of pine
diminished, until it is now the main ependen(P for
the frames and boarding of buildings of the ordinary
class, both in the city and country.
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There had been a good deal of hemlock used for the
foundation of cedar block pavement, but it had not
been much used for building purposes in the city or
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It would be nearly impossible to reach anything like
a correct estimate of the amount of capital directly
invested in the Chicago lumber business at the present
time. Besides the numerous local yards, planing
mills, box factories and other woodworking establish-
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