PART SEVEN

The Woman Has Madé‘; the Auto
What It Is Now, and Upon
Her Depends Its Future.

%P~ HE women of Chicago have captured the automo-
I bile! ' Not content with being the boss of the
household, théy have assumed the task of boss-

ing the boss and the boss’ chauffeur.

Tt has become a recognized fact that were all the
women of Chicago transported to some barren isle, the
automobile soon would be relegated to the junk heap.
For without fair woman seated in the tonneau, what
It would
It would be-

attractiveness is there about this rolling stock?
lose its luster, its real redeeming beauty.
come productive of the joyless joy ride.
Since the automobile became a reality and not simply
an experiment, woman has

reigned supreme as the

guiding hand that directs its destinies. Without sweet-
heart, wife, mother, or sister, a man would find little
comfort in ambling over the macadam and through the

’

forests. “ Over the hills and far away ” would continue
to be merely a euphonious phrase, and the beauties
that lie in the “far away” would remain unexplored.
The best known means of elopement would be the com-
0Old Dobbin still would amble aim-

lessly adown the highways of romance.

monplace railroad.

But for woman the lavish touring cars of today would
remain the modest machines of ten years ago. It is due
to her caprices that luxurious tapestry and harmoni-
ous interiors have supplanted the dingy fittings with
which the cars of other days were equipped.

Primarily the automobile was invented for pleasure.
Woman today is inspiring her husband to purchase an
automobile because the faithful family horse, once the
symbol of affluence, no longer resembles “ ready money.”
The automobile is the thing, an acquisition as indis-
pensable as the servant girl.

%1 %

Rosy Hues to Faded Checks.

Husbands may be satisfied with other means of
transportation to and from their places of labor, but they
hearken to the incessant demands of wives for an auto-
mobile and—-capitulate. They soon discover that driv-
ing brings back to the faded cheeks of their helpmeets
the rosy hues of health and contentment. An idle hour
no longer hangs heavily on the man’s hands.

He utilizes every spare moment he can in touring
the boulevards and taking his family for a restful ride
into the country. Life no longer is monotonous to him
or to his wife. The luxury of an automobile has dis-
pelled any monotony that might have existed. They are
living.

Women have been responsible for decreasing the num-
‘ber of accidents. In cases where their own chauffeurs
have been employed they have insisted that the cars be
driven at a rate of speed that would not endanger the
lives of pedestrians. They always are on the alert, and
they see to it that their chauffeurs are imbued with the
same spirit of carefulness.

Women are content with a speed of ten miles an
hour. Eighteen to twenty-five miles an hour is the only
speed men thoroughly enjoy. When their husbands or
v;corts do the driving they see to it that the speed does
not exceed one of absolute comfort.

* %k
Safety Brought About by Women.

The *safety isles” which now rear their red danger
beacons at the most dangerous corners of Chicago's

hed

hicagqo

WOMEN

principal bdxﬂef%rds are the direct result of safety agi-
tation begun by women. They foresaw the impossibil-
ity of safe driving at these street intersections without
providing adequate protection ‘for women and children.
Their agitation bore fruit, and today these islands of
safety shelter thousands of women and children who
would without them be compelled to imperil their lives
daily.

One of the most important improvements in auto-
mobile manufacturing—the self-starting machine—is the
outgrowth of man’s efforts to please woman. Few
women- were themselves capable of cranking a high
power car, and there wasn’t always a man available to
lend the Consequently women

required assistance.

_toured only when their husbands or sweethearts felt

disposed to take them out. They could not drive inde-
pendently.

Today the self-starter is an assured success, an_d it is
safe to assunmie that thousands of women, relieved of
the impossibility of cranking their own cars, soon will
possess this latest invention.

L

Limousine Created ‘for Women.

The limousine also is an innovation created for the
enjoyment of women. The old style open car was too
breezy, and despite thick folds of veiling their hair be-
came disarranged. i

For the convenience of milady, electric lights were
installed in the interior of automobiles, by the aid of
which she could add a final touch to her toilet before
leaving the confines of the car. Mirrors, being an es-
sential perquisite to the grooming of women, soon found
their way, in varying numbers, into the tonneaus.

Goggles were first manufactured for the protection of
They now are appropriated by the
men, who ‘also find'it quite the proper thing to copy the

the eyes of women.

riding apparel originally designed for the ladies.

Seats have been lowered in order that women may
ride and drive in comfort.

Cut glass flower vases were installed in order that the
interior of the cars might present a “ comfy ” and home-
like appearance.

Pearl handles on the doors long ago ceased to be
novelties and luxuries. Today they are essential to the
general fastidious appearance women demand.

* %

Monograms Decorate All Doors.

Monograms and crests now decorate the doors of the
humblest machines. They lend to the car an added
touch of beauty and completeness which could not be
dispensed with.

The harmony of tapestries and paint is the first thing
on which women insist when their husbands purchase
a new car. Men are prone to ignore such things, but
the women realize that color schemes and harmony are
prime requisites. They are symbols of taste and refine-
ment.

Women have captured the automobile! It is they who
select the car and fitting decorations. It is they who are
going to drive it when the husband is out of town or
busy with his business affairs. They’re going to hoid
the usually reckless chauffeur down to a moderate
speed. In short, they're going to be almeost entirely re-

sponsible for the future of the automobile.
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SPECIAL FEATURES

AVE CAPTURED THE
AUTOMOBILE.

But for Milady Would
Not the Lavish Car of
 Today Still Be the
Humble Machine of a
Decade Ago?

Think You It Would
‘Have Mirrors, Electric
Lights, Vases, Pearl
Handles, Monograms
and Crests, Save for
Her Sake?

The Woman

Has Made

the Auto

Luxurious.

~ She Has

Made It Easy

to Start and

Easy to Run.

And She Has

Made it
Popular.




