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Flaming Kay Francis of the Film

Life Story of Star

Who Really Lives

By ROSALIND SHAFFER

Hollywood, Cal.
EMPESTUOUS, exotic, talent-
d, Kay Francis zooms upward
to a new peak of popularity
with every succeeding film,
Bhe has everything that it takes to
make an interesting screen personal-
ity and a fine dramatic actress.
Beautiful, even with the severe man-
nish haircut that she affected when
she first came to the screen. Viva-
cieus, clever, and unrestrained by the
conventional standards that the av-
erage woman has set for her. own
life. Born of an actress mother, with
the stage and theatrical trunks her
home and fireside through much of
her childhood. Married and divorced
twice before she was twenty-one, ‘one
a secret marriage. Married and di-
vorced again in two years, after her
Hollywood success. Whee!

It you think Kay Francis is a dig-
nified, ladylike person who wears
velvet tea gowns you're very, very
wrong! IKay makes a party a very
lively affair, as we've seen her do on
at least one occasion, Life to her is
a grand adventure, full of thrills.
She isn't a person to be stopped by
giddy heights.

She throws everything she has
into the great adventure of living.
If vou find her fascinating in films,
at least part of the reason is that she
is so thoroughly alive and vibrant
that you sense it, even on the screen.
For many who through circum-
must live dull, drab exist-
ences Kay F¥rancis is the vicarious
thrill and color of life,

stances

Born in Oklahoma on
a Friday the Thirteenth

Kay was born in Oklahoma City on
¥Friday, the 13th of January. Her
age is thirty. She was born Kather-
ine Edwina Gibbs. T¥er mother is
Katherine Clinton, a well known

stage actre of her time, but her
father is mnever mentioned in any
studio biography. Before Kay was
four the family had lived in Santa
Barbara, lL.os Angeles, and Denver.
Then her mother returned to the
stage in New York, and life became
a series of schools and jumps about
the country following her mother's
theatrical career, on the road and in
the big towns. Convents sheltercd
her early youth; later, Miss Fuller's
school at Ossining and the Cathedral
school in Garden City, Long Island,
followed by a b
She loved athletics, and the long legs
that mnowadays make her eschew
bathing suits and beach costumes
carried her over the hundred - yard
dash in 12 seconds flat. She learned
to love tennis, which is still one of
her favorite sports. 1In her senior
year at high school she wrote a play
and appeared in the leading role,
that of a man.

Somewhere during these years she
found time to be married to James
Dwight Francis, wealthy and social-
ly prominent, of Pittsfield, Mass.,
whoése name she has preferred  to
Keep . professionally. She was then
seventeen. It is interesting te note
that during the last year, when cen-
gorship Teeling ran high and the
mayor of Pittsfield forbade the show-
ing of Kay's film, ‘“Dr. Monica
Kay's ex-mother-in-law, Mrs. Henry
A. I'rancis, defended the film and in
a statement to the press said she
considered the performance of Miss
Franeis excellent and above  criti-
cis

The marriage with Francis lastcd
for a matter of months. Way left
him and decided on a Paris divorce.
She was then ninéteen. 1In the in-
terim she met William Gaston IL., of
& socially prominent Boston family.
According to her confession to an
intimate friend, it was a case of love
at first sight.’ TFor many years after
her Hollywood career had begun she
refused to name him, saying it
would injure him socially and polit-

ness college course

m.

" For many who through. circumstances husi live dull, drab e

ically if he were involved. . Kay met
him,' however, shortly before sailing

for Kurope and her Paris divorce,
through a friend who brought him
to call. Kay sailed without seeing

him again, but he turned up in Paris
before she left, and a week of a gay

whirl, which anyone' knowing Kay
can well imagine, drew the couple

close enough that he changed his

sailing and went home on the same

bhoat with the dark-eyed charmer.
One week' after their landing in
New York they were married. It is
=aid that Gaston was a student at
Harvard at this time. In any case,
hed to keep the marriage:se-
cret.  Kay, who had decided on a
stage career during her trip abroad,

he ‘w

had been lucky. enough to .get the

part of the player queen in the mod-
ern dress version ‘of ‘‘Hamlet,” and
ducked rehersal to be married.. A
reporier spotted the couple at the
Youk city: hall waiting in line
for the  license, but, according to
cay, he was bought off and the se-
cret kept. The bridegroom’s chauf-
feur was one witness, and someons

(Acme photo.)
' Maurice Chevalier . . . helped
her deny reports of an impend-

"

ing marriage . . .

recruited from the officiating clergy-
man’s household was the other.

Not long after the marriage, a
maltter of months, Kay joined the
Stuart Walker stock company, play-
ing Cincinnati, Indianapolis, and
Dayton, and the bridegroom had to
go west on business. The impossibils
ity of having a home, due to the
bridezroom’s -affiliations; and the
stage ambitions of Kay, finally broke
up the marriage. A quiet Paris. di-
vorce dropped the whole affair into
the limbo of forgotten things and
Kay wase free to pursue her life alone
at the age of twenty-one. Gaston is
now the husband of Rosamond Pin-
chot.

Though & Brunette, She
Captures a Blonde's Role

Professionally Kay was making
rapid strides under the tutelage of
Stuart Walker. Following her work
with him she returned to New York
and appeared in “ Venus,” and . in
“ Crime "
ment, 188 mperformances. Then
*“ Elmer . the Great,” with Walter
Huston, provided her with five weeks’
work. Later she made her screen

" debut with Huston in * Gentlemen of

the Press” in spite of the fact that
the movie director wanted a bhlonde
instead of a brunette. Her screen
tests for the rdéle were so good: he
hired her anyway, ‘and she-was-on
her way in films. This was in 1929.

She followed this with ' Street’ of
Chanece,” which® had Hollywood sit-
ting up and taking notice. ' Before
long she was being publicized as 'the
best - dressed Wwoman on' the scréen,

te.

ences Kay Francis is the vicaricus thrill and color of life."

she had a long engage-

Tempestuous, exotic, talented, Kay Francis . . . has everything that it takes to make an interesting
screen personality ‘and a fine dramatic acfress. - Beautiful

those long legs. of her youth giving
her an edge-on other actresses when
it came to wearing clothes well. Her
great success at Paramount, where
she Wwas under contract, found her
working hard, ' restless, and . very
nervous.

At this time we went to her set
oné day on a three weéeks’ old ap-
pointment for an, interview. The
studio publicity man approached her
and ‘reminded. her of her appoint-
ment... Always afraid. of interviews,
Miss Trancis burst into 'a” flood of
tears and hysterigs, 'rished. across
the set to the director, and bhegged
him to:!protect her from any further
interruption in her work. Ten-years’
experience with temperamental stats
in Hollywood had left the writer to-
tally unprepared for a rece eption such
asg this. g

Sn{ne time before the, close of her
contract with' Paramount the famous
“talént raid” was made by Warner
Bréthers, who signed Miss Francis to
a contract to. begin.as soan:as her
commitment. with -Paramount ~was
over, a matter of some ¢ight months.
It yvas a totally unnprecedented pro-
cedure. . Miss - Franeig® excused her-
self by saying that she‘was unhappy
in thei stereotyped . riles she  was
being’ .given at" ‘Paramount. The
money, of course, was a large item,
as the figure was most flattering.

)

Her marriage with Kenneth Mac-
Kenna (Leo Meilziner), stage direc-
tor and actor and later Hollywood
direetor and actor, took place in-Jan-
uary, 1931,.and. for a time seemed a
very happy one. The two bought an
old farm in Connecticut where they
planned. to pass their vacations.
Happy days =ailing a_small .schoon-
er,. the. Pamet Fead, about the Pa-
cific coast ;beachés near Hollywood
found the couple seemingly most
congenial,  Kay in slacks ‘often play-
ing skipper,”and dashing down to the
cook’s galley, whisking - together a
meal with truly professional-aptitude
and a keen.eye for:a man's tasteiin
food, something subg tantm, done ex-
actly right:

Her Third" Mafrimonial

Venture Crashes on Rocks

Time passed, and Ma Lhcmm did
not fare so*wellvin Hollywood" as his
beautiful wife: -’ The marriage that
had begun So romantically, with the
two in lovey-but:Kay hesitating’ be-
(amé af her twor former experiences
with marriage, and finally kidnaped
from a hospital bed into an ambu-
lance by:the:impetuous Lochinvar,
finally went quite suddenly:and ' un-
expectedly on thesrocks. MacKenna
had returned to New York fer work
there, and 1ITay flew east to be with

t

(Associated Press photo.)
"Her marriage with Kennefh MacKenna. ..., . for a time seemed
a very happy one."  [Miss Francis with MacKenna.)

Vivacious, clever, unrestrained

the Christmas helidays
Ceonnecticut farm.
she . landed there than wires began to
yith the announcement of an-
‘“amicable sepa-
Kay told the judge
lh t \L(henn‘l criticized her actm~
clothes, which, of course, put
in .wrong with

MacKenna has had con-
siderable success on the New
the last season.

of ‘Marguerite
Churchill, and a nephew of Charlotte

> KKay reached a high point as
a dramatic actress.  In the early se-

quences Kay played a Florodora g

(Clnc"o Tribune photo. )
o Temperamen’ral in the extreme, Miss Francis ‘réfuses to ‘pose
e« . or to give interviews . .. (Fieemg New Yorlrameramen)

.. . so thoroughly alive and vibrant that you sense it, even on the screen." (Kay Francis as'a

senorita, from a colorful camera s\‘udy by -Ferenc, a famous Yiennese photographer of Hollywood.)

and the blackslace costume, with the ™" -

pink roses massed about her face
against the blackground. of. the. flar-
ing lace bonnet, was most"flattering.
At-about. this.time:a. large costume
party was given and Kay appeared
wearing- the. costume. - She was ex-
quisite.

As the party warmed up, Kay-in-
sisted  on, playing.‘ ring around the
rosie ” in the middle of the .dance
floor with..a group .of pals, and as
the fun became fast.and furious Kay
disappeared and shed the confining
costume, all but the hat, and reap-
peared for the game in white duck
shorts and blouse and tennis shoes.
The combination .was quite some-
thing, and as the hilarity proceeded
Kay romped about so hard that twice
she fell flat on, her face and. had to
be pulled to her feet by the circle of
dancers, which included George Raft
and Dick Barthelmess among others.
Later in the evening she made;one
of a merry foursome that rode a bi-
cycle about the dance floor until.the
machine collapsed. No, stars don't
always go to bed early so they can
work the next .morning!

Kay and Maurice Both
Deny Rumor of Engagement

Kay’s propensity for marrymaking
and being a good.fellow was well il-
iustrated on her European visit last
summer when she and Maurice
Chevalier were seen together so con-
stantly that rumors of an impending
marriage were circulating freely.
When duestioned Miss Francis de-
nied them and stated that marriage
was not for her. ' “I ‘may rewed
when I'm 'old and dodderm‘" she
said, 'smiling. Chevalier, ‘also’ smil-
ing, helped her deny reports of an
impending marriage,’ but adfed that
Miss Francis 'was' the ‘ideal’ good
fellow.

Some months back, in May of 1934,
when. Kay appeared at-'the .studio
withiher‘arm bound up, with-the ex-
planation that she had 'cut her hand
breaking the glass in the front:door
because she had forgotten the key,
there was 'a'/great’ deal of laughter

"'Her charm of manner has won her many friends." (With
George Brent in "Living on Velvet," now in production.)

and 'amusement at ‘her expense. No-
body ‘believed the story. Like a

black* eye, the twenty-five stitches §

simply aroused merriment. It was
incredsingly - difficult to obtain cre-
dence' for the story in which Kay
blamed it all on Wienie the dachs-
hund;~whohad howled to go out-at
midnight and had been the cause of
his' mistress having the door slam
shut on her. The explanation didn’t
gee w1th the ‘one’ the ekcxtcd maid
told.

Just last week a party at the Troc-
adero with Maurice Chevalier play-
ing genial host to several of his lady
friends, in¢luding Constance Bennett,
found Kay-all clouded up. She de-
parted early.

Temperamental ' in the extreme,
Miss  Francis' refuses to 'pose for
fashion stills or to give interviews
when she is not actually on the pay
roll ‘at the' studio.. When she is on
salary and is -working before the
camera. she refuses to be disturbed.

Interviewers asking her ' about
clothes drive her into tantrums. She
hates to-be known as the best-dressed
womian, feeling that it detracts from
the actress. Yet she .is very fond of
beautiful  clothes and possesses a
beautiful: wardrobe.

Spirﬂs of Joy Alternate
with ‘Spells of Depression

Her health is not ,good. Very emo-
tional, ‘she. is easily upset, and her
vacations are frequently spent half
dashing about madly and half recu-
perating in_the hospital, . Nervous-
ness is her besetting ailment. Ier
spirit of "high’ revelry is frequently
paid for in'fits of depression.

Exotic and temperamental as she
is, she is' quite’ feminine and home-
loving,taking great pains.about her
home, and.its furnishings: It is an
unpretentious residence, managed by
a, butler, a coek, and a personal maid.
A Jap gardener is hired spasmodical-
ly, when Xay's interest in the yard
sends her forth with trowel and hose
to “do something about it.”” The
garden usually. looks.quite scraggly
and “ between, seasons.”

Many comments used to be made
on the fact that a second-hand car
of inexpensive make, which she
drives herself, was her favorite
means of transportation. She still
has it, but has acquired another,
more impressive and in keeping with
her circumstances. 'She cares noth-
ing for swank as such. What people
might say or thmk is 1mmater1al to
Kay.

Her.charm, of.manner has won her

many friends. - Among them shehas
numbered the .prince 'of Wales, but
resents references toit.

Travel tires her, though she loves
new- places. 'Train riding and auto
tours weary: her, so:she prefers-fly-
ing. ,She knows no fear atrall, - Su-
perstitious, . she believes. in.fate, .fol-
lows hunches, and looks:for four-leaf
clovers.

Keen - mmded Kay Franms is a
good business -woman, knows exactly
how, much money she has, and .in-
vests . it carefully..  She can read a
stock ticker and. follows the market
assiduously. A Though she is not.ex-
travagant, she has what she wants.
She'had ' her bedroom . decorated in
cloth of gold, for instance.

{

“Ben-Gay" quiets
flashing pain-penetrates

right to the trouble!

Rub on “Ben-Gay” generously. It goes
right through skin, flesh, muscles—to
wherever the pain is., “Ben-Gay” never
misses. And “Ben-Gay” stays in'the
area until it kills those stabbiny ins
«.And it doesn’t take this pain-killer
long. The almost immediate hyposensi-
tizing (pain-relieving) effect of “Ben-
Gay” has never been equaled by'its
many imitators.Be sure you get the box
with'the red “Ben-Gay.”




