Spark of War
Flares in
Balkans

By Joseph U. Dugan

UROPE'S powder magazine
the Balkan kingdom of Jugo-
slavia, again has been ex-
to a spark, and the world
{s in apprehensive suspense for
a possible explosion. The double
assassination at Marseilles of King
Alexander 1. of Jugo - Slavia and
Foreign Minister Jean Louis Bar-
thou of France was the spark.
Whether it will ignite the flames of
a new war is the grave concern
today of every government of the
civilized world. The question of
continued peace or war in Europe
rests on highly sensitive circum-
stances rooted in a complicated
controversy which statesmen have
been trying to settle, with only con-
ditional success, since the World
war. 8

At the outbreak of the war in 5
1914 only two of the component
parts of the heterogeneous king- i
dom of Jugo-Slavia were independ- 4
ent states, Serbia and Montenegro.
Most of the rest of the original divi-
sions were provinces of Austria-
Hungary. It was in one of these,
in the little town of Serajevo in
Bosnia, in 1914 that Archduke Fer-
dinand of Austria-Hungary and his
consort were murdered by an as-
sassin, an event which brought on
the World war. Apprehensive ob-
servers see a dangerous parallel in
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the recent tragedy at Marseilles.
Then, as now, the nations of
Europe were divided into groups
bound together by secret defensive
alliances. Today the set-up of
groups is quite different, but alli-
ances between the new groups
have been made, and for the same
purpose—defense in case of war. B
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other member of the alliance. Ser- <<

bia, however, could count on the

powerful backing of Russia and so ] b 4
refused to comply with the ultima-

tum. Russia in turn was allied

with France, later joined by Bel-

gium and her ally, Great Britain.

Iialy's traditional enmity for Aus-

tria-Hungary threw her support to R

the Allied cause.
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Fuse Is Set
by Murders
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reputation of being a fiery antag-

m onist and a master of strategic
diplomacy, had come to be gen-
erally recognized as the one
leader possessing the
and commanding the
confidence necessary to assurcmce
of a binding peace between the

I European nations. At a time when
was accused of engineering a

“"ring of steel” around Germemy
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he negotiated an accord between
France and the Hitler government,
which eased the fear of war.

The French foreign minister rec-
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oF MONTENEGRO, HIS MATERNAL
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** At the outbreak of the war in 1914 only two of the component parts of the heterogeneous kingdom of Jugo-Slavia were independent states, Serbia and Montenegro .

What a striking contrast is pre-
sented by the European alliances
of today! To understand how they
came about and what they mean
we must consider the peace con-
ferences at Paris in 1919 and the
outcome. There are, of course
other powerful factors entering into
the modern European political
scene, but the seeds of a possible
new war in Europe were sown in
Paris at the end of the World war.
The fertile ground in which those
geeds have been growing again is
the Balkan country, now the politi-
cal entity of Jugo-Slavia.

Dominating the Paris peace con-
ference for a time was a world
idealist, President Woodrow Wilson
of the United States. Because he
would not recognize the claims of
Italy, based on secret agreements,
for the hegemony of the Adriatic
sea, Italy bolted the conference.
Wilson's stand was based upon
two of his famous fourteen points
namely:

No. 1. Open covenants of peace,
openly arrived at, after which there

shall be no private international
understandings of any kind, but
diplomacy shall proceed always
frankly and in the public view.

No. 11. Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacu-
ated, occupied territories should be restored, Serbia accorded
free and secure access to the sea, and the relations of the
several Balkan states to one another determined by friendly
counsel along historically established lines of allegiance and
nationality, and international guaranties of the political and
economic independence and territorial integrity of the several
Balkan states should be entered into.

For a time the four big powers in the conference were at a
virtual deadlock over the Balkan question. Wilson refused to
recognize secret agreements between Italy, France, England,
and Balkan representatives. The Italien delegation withdrew
from the conference and only returned when Wilson was forced
into compromises which later led to his eclipse as the domi-
nant leader of the peace negotiations. In the meantime
D'Annunzio of Italy, with a force of irregulars, seized the Adri-
atic port of Fiume.

Most powerful representative of the Balkans at Paris was
Prince Regent Alexander, commander of the Serbian army
throughout the war. Shortly after the armistice Serbia and
Montenegro had united. To this kingdom, through the able
diplomacy of Alexander, was added most of the Balkan terri-
tory formerly controled by Austria-Hungary to form the King-
dom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes. The new territory
included Croatia-Slavonia, Slovenia, Dalmatia, Herzegovina
and several smaller units. The new political entity was an
odd mixture of races. Of them the Serbians were dominant.
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“The other principal victim of the Marseilles

tragedy, Jean Louis Barthou . . . an outstand-
ing leader .

"
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The claims of Italy
on the east coast of
the Adriatic remained
unsatisfied until 1920
when, through the
treaty of Rapallo, Italy
acquired considerable
territory. The treaty
did not completely
settle the dispute, however, and it was not until 1924, when
Premier Mussolini of Italy and Premier Pasic of the Kingdom of
the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes negotiated the pact of Rome,
that the question was liquidated. By this pact Italy was granted
the important port of Fiume, the status of which had not been
clearly established, and the Balkan kingdom was given Baros
harbor and certain concessions in Fiume. The pact also guar-
anteed neutrality of both parties in case of atiack by a third
power.

It is unlikely that Italy was completely satisfied then or is now
with this adjustment of the Adriatic question. And standing in
Italy’s way in recent years has been a growing French influ-
ence throughout the Balkans. The two men most responsible
for this rapport were Jean Louis Barthou of France and King
Alexander I. The latter had become a devoted friend of France
during the war, and he turned to this friend in the turbulent
times which accompanied the creation of his enlarged kingdom.
Never since 1918 have the Croatians and Slovenes, who are

Queen Marie of Rumania.

(Acme photo.)
“He had married Princess Marie, daughter of King Ferdinand and
She survives today with their three sons.”
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likely theater of armed conflict.
France, through its alliances with
the litlle entente, found itself in
direct conflict with the program of
Italy. The relations between these
two great powers had become
strained, due chiefly to the increas-
ing enmity between Jugo - Slavia
and Italy. Barthou determined to
straighten out the difficulties of the
situation. He arranged first the
conciliatory visit of King Alexander

? 5’”" : to King Boris of Bulgaria. It was
; ) 7 his purpose to further act as inter-

A
< G AP"L mediary for King Alexander in

bringing ltaly and Jugo-Slavia into
more friendly relations. The visit
of the king to France, which ended
in tragedy, was a preliminary step
in this direction. Bullets from om
assassin's pistol suddenly halted
the development of these plans for
the security of peace in eastern
Europe.

Fear Civil War

The immediate fear was that civil
war might break out in Jugo-Slavia
between the Croats and Slovenes
on one side and the Serbians on
the other, and that Italy might
seize such an opportunity to " inter-
vene,” thus drawing other powers,
notably Frence, into a general con-
flict. Such a possibility seems to
be growing steadily remote.
Peter, the ll-year-old son of the
dead king, has been proclaimed
ruler of Jugo - Slavia, the govern-
ment of which has been entrusted
to a regency. The overtures for
more friendly relations between
Italy, Jugo-Slavia, and France, from
present indications, are to be re-
sumed. It is admitted and feared,
nevertheless, that an outbreak of
internal conflict in Jugo - Slavia
might yet bring on an international
disaster.

The possibilities for such on in-
ternal explosion are inherent in the

KARAGEORGEVITCH
FAMILY HOME AND
ROYAL MAUSOLEUM,

"oet

PRINCE GEORGE, MENTALLY B
DERANGED UNCLE oF BOY |
KINGDETER CONFINED I |

SALONIKA,

3
"

.« Shortly after the
armistice Serbia and Montenegro united. To this kingdom, through the able diplomacy of Alexander, was added most of the Balkan territory formerly controled by Austria-Hungary.”

conglomerate makeup of this na-
tion, which is a nation in name
only. The sirength of the regency
and the loyalty of the populace to
the ruling house will decide the
issue. Many Jugo - Slavians who
opposed the iron-fisted rule of Al-
exander have expressed the belief
that under the regency the couniry
may return to a more liberal form
of government in which all politi=
cal parties will have a voice.

It may be considered ironic that
Alexander, whose family gained
the crown of Serbia through an act
of violence, came to his end through
a similar circumstemce. The Ser-
bian royal family was founded by
Kara George, who drove out the
Turks in 1804. Subsequently two
branches of his family, the Karas
georgevitches and the Obreno«
vitches, have ruled the country.
Alexander, a descendant of the for-
mer family, was born in exile in
1888 at the court of his maternal
grandfather, King Nicholas of Mon-
tenegro.

In 1903 the Serbian king, Alex-
ander Obrenovitch, and his queen,
the notorious Draga, were shot to
death in the palace at Belgrade by
members of a secret society. The

Roman Catholics and highly
cultured, shown willing co-
operation with the Greek Or-
thodox Serbians in solving the
political problems of their
country. The internal politics
of the country reached such a chaotic state in 1929 that King
Alexander assumed the role of absolute dictator. A year later
the country was reorganized into nine states and the name
Jugo-Slavia was adopted for the whole kingdom.

From his heavily guarded castle in the capital city of Bel-
grade, Alexander ruled with a mailed fist. When Barthou of
France engineered the little entente of the Balkans, composed
of Rumania, Czechoslovakia, and Juge-Slavia, Alexander was
his most enthusiastic colleague. Italy had formed alliances with
Austria, Bulgaria, and Albania, and there was a growing feel-
ing in Jugo-Slavia that the Italian government was unofficially
supporting the Croats and Slovenes in their opposition to the
Belgrade government.

For a time some months ago it appeared that these opposing
European alliances, fostered by the two great powers France
oand Italy, might lead to war. Such fears subsided, however,
when Barthou of France and Premier Mussolini began definite
overtures for maintenance of peace.

(Associated Press photo.)
" From his heavily guarded castle in the capital city of
Belgrade, Alexander ruled with a mailed fist . . .”

Karageorgevitch family, headed by
Peter, were recalled from exile and
Peter became king. His eldest son,
George, was later forced to renounce his succession because he
was adjudged mentally unfit. He is confined in an asylum.
Alexander, the second son, succeeded in line for the throne.

Alexander was only 24 when the World war broke out, but
he was placed in command of the Serbian army. He was
wounded cnd defeated, but led his forces in an orderly retreat
to Salonika, where, joining Allied forces, he fought a slow but
successful campaign to regain his country. At the end of the
war Alexander became prince regent, and at the death of his
father in 1921 he became king. He had married Princess Marie,
daughter of King Ferdinand and Queen Marie of Rumcnia. She
survives today with their three sons, King Peter II. and Princes
Tomislav and Andrei.

The other principal viclim of the Marseilles tragedy, Jean
Louis Barthou, had been an outstanding leader in French poli-
tics for nearly half a century. At the time of his death he was
the greatest international statesman of his country. He was
born in Oleron in the Basses-Pyrenees in 1862. At the age of
32 he became a minister of France, the youngest cabinet mems-
ber in the history of the couniry. Almost continuously since
then he had held important government posts, twice serving as
premier. Last February he was called upon by Premier Dou-
merque to serve as foreign minister in the national truce cabinet,
made necessary by disorders following the Stavisky scandal.
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