Warming Up.

A *‘Little Mother.”

The Tenement Parents Have
No Time at Home—They Are
Too Busy Making a Living—

Hence the Babies Must
Furnish Their Own Fun.
They Find Enjoyment and
Health in Outdoor Ploay—

They Learn to Be Quick and

Self-reliant.

ITH hundreds of women tending to stands and

pushearts and engaging in all sorts of little busi-

nesses which take them out of the house from

early morning until late at night, the street has
become the mothier fo thousands of children in Chicago’s
tenement districts.

The shouts of peddlers. the clatter of wheels, the gong
of the street ears, the shouts and din of the thoroughfare
form the modern fairy tales for the ¢hild of the slums from
the moment he is old ehough to cérawl out of the hotige Bnd
find his way into the street.

Tn the Street the ¢hild gains health frequently by keep-
ing away from the foul air of the temement home. But in
the streefs likewise he frequently is exposed to illness. In

they Often stay in the street until they fall asleep on the
sidewalk or in the hallway. In the winter they don their
sweaters and “ big brother's ”'céap and stand in the street
vntil their Iitt.le noses  become blue and their Hmbs be-
rumbed from cold. Then they Timp into the houde and
#nbmit to the inevitable—eating supper and going to bed.

So accustomied have the tenement mothers become to
trust their children to the street that even in the face of
¢anger they rémain calm, With her child playing in the
rmiddle of the street #nd @n Automobile footing frantically

a dozen feet away ‘the mother of any other Part of town

F
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e ‘strdet his $énses are sharpemed and he may be better Would be frightened into hysterics. But the mother of the 51y cases, are left

ftted to grapple for Success latér on in life. But in ‘the
street, too, his moral fiber is dontaminated and often de-
strcyed.
Nowhere are ¢hildren “iven as much freedom and at so
€' Iy an age as they are in the &lums.
This freedomh is not given to the c¢hild
with any sort of a motive, but simply
because the mother cannot take the
time to look after him. And to leave
him alone is the eaBiest way out—
eagiest at least for the timé being.
From the moment the c¢hild is able
to toddle about he comes and goes as
he pleases. The mother has uno defi-
fite Wour wl¥en 1o put her children te
Ped. In fhet, in the temement dis-
tricts children 4dre hardly ever “put
to bed.” They go to bed themselves
when they have. tired of the street.
In the summér thé youngsters will
not willingly imprison themselves in

the dak, ill ventilated bedroorms, and

tenement will trust to her youngster to clear out of the
way in thé ni¢k of time and then come back to the same
spot and continue his game.
® %
The dncome Mote Needed Than the Care.

“ Who ‘can afford to bother with them in the middle of
the day?" said a woman of 40, the mother' of six children,
who peddles fish for a living. ‘‘If women here would do
rothing but tend to their children I #in afraid they would
make a bad job of it all around. Tirst the income of the
family would be cut Tn half, and the want of shoes and
clothing and Sometimes even food which would result by
#1oh 4 cut in the income would not be made up for by the
better care the childfén would get.

"Of ¢ourse accidents Will happeh,” the Woman waid

when réiminded of the ri¥ *he child runs in the crowded
streets. “But then the children soom adapt tussiselives
and become experts at dodging wagons and autos and
avoiding dangers and accidents. The children of the strect
develop a peculiar quickaess such as you won't find among
children kept in the house and mot given the opportunity

f¢ 100k out for themselves.
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“Many a mother will ask what is the matter with her
Idest girl. Why is she so flat chested? Why is her eye
so lusterless? Why is her gaze so serious‘? Why is she
backward afd why doés she never take part in any games?
Fosr woman, she does not see that she has taken the very
tifée blood of the ‘¢hild and transfised it into her younger
children. v

“The mother sacrificed Her older daughter’s chances and
happiness in life by cutting short her ¢hildhood and pht-
ting the burdens of motherhood on her mind and body
when she should have been out in the strect dancing to
the music of the organ grinder and sometimes even be
vlaying with a doll instead of tending to real children.”

0%
Becomes ‘Cynical in Money Making.

With the boys the lack of opportunities for play even in
the street tend, to say the least, to premature develop-

_ment of certain faculties which had best be latent in them

for many years yet. Thus children of 5 and 7 develop
their sense of practicableness, of money making and the
value of money, to a point of cynicism.

Every ‘day hundreds 6f Chicago children compete in

A Ghetto Belle.

Pleasures in the

Street, but There

Are Also Perils.

Chief Among Them Is the
““Gang,”” Which Is Ever

! Present.

baunt the reading roomis of the libraries until the lights
dre tarned out on them. They devour everything they get
hold of from fairy talés to philosophical works.
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The Peril of the Street Gang.

The influence of the street which is trying to supply to
the children of the ten¢ments that which the home lacks
— the space, ¢hance, and opportunity for amusement—is
net without its positive and horrible danger.

While the street may be the making of mahy excellent
Lusiness men, while it may teach ‘the children of the poor
tenacity and perseverance which will
be useful to them in the struggle for
success on the one hand, and while

it may turn other children of the
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pushéart nien for a few pennies’ profit which they some-
times need for bread. They peddle anything from hand-
kerchiefs at 2 cents apiece fo gum and candies, letter
paper, hair nets, and other small articles.

These little venders of the street haunt the restaurants
and saloons and push their business with equal zest
whether they actually need the money to help round out
the family budget at home, to help pay remt and buy coal,
or merely to spend for themselves.

Another class of boys go to the extreme opposite of

ward the channels of idealism on
the other hand, the street has also—
the gang.

And for the great mass of chil-
dren who emerge from the street
pure and strong and ready to face
life squarely there are here and
there little but significant groups
that the street drags into the gangs,

and thence inte the current of the

these street venders. They become voracious readers and . underworld.
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